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EDITORIAL
I hope that you are all enjoying the new freedoms that
have been bestowed upon us by our government. It was
whilst thinking about our political leaders and the Armed
Forces Pact that l came across the MOD website and
read about the six values that members of the Army are
required to live by. They are:

Sinn Fein and the Republican movement a propaganda
field day with once again the British soldiers used
as pawns in Northern Ireland politics .
It is sad to learn that we are losing so many members
who have moved on to the final RV. It would be nice to
receive a few words about them for this newsletter, but
perhaps social media has taken over in this respect.

Courage - Doing and saying the right thing, not the easy
thing. Discipline - Doing things properly and setting the
right example. Respect for others - Treat others as you
expect to be treated. Integrity - Being honest with
yourself and your teammates. Loyalty - Support the
Army and your teammates. Selfless Commitment Mates and mission first, me second.

If you have anything for the next issue of the newsletter,
then please let me have it by 15th November 2021. You
can e-mail me at: george.szwejkowski@gmail.com,
or send by post to: 6 Knights Court, Reigate Road,
Bromley BRl 5HT (note this is my new address). My
telephone number is: 07721 660471.

Commendable words, but if you applied these values to
our government and the way that it treats the Armed
Forces and particularly its veterans, it is a very different
story. Betrayal, appeasement, dishonesty, disloyalty and
lack of respect are the words that can be applied to the
spineless politicians who care more about their own
political careers than truth and justice.
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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN
The effects of the COVID Pandemic seem to resemble
most of our military careers in one way or another, if it is
not “get on the bus get off the bus” it is “one step
forward and two steps back”. The lifting of restrictions
should have been enacted at the time of writing this
report but due to variants of the COVID Virus breaking
out the government have delayed matters. Hopefully by
the time this newsletter hits your doorsteps,
electronically of course, the remainder of the restrictions
will have been lifted and those wishing to travel abroad
during the summer will be able to do so.
I know that quite a few branches have already restarted
their face to face meetings, since the lifting of some of
the restrictions, but we are still waiting to be able to get
back to complete normality. Branches continue to make,
and remake, plans for their own events and of course the
CRA as a whole are planning for the Mons Wreath
Laying on 12th September and the East Cheshire
Reunion on the 30th of October so hopefully, they will go
ahead as planned.
Sadly, we continue to say farewell to far too many of our
members and this has still been the case since the last
newsletter, details in “The Last Post” later in the
newsletter, but it was especially sad to hear that the first
recipient of “The Brigadier Mike Dauncey Award”,
Stefan Wohlleben, had passed away suddenly. RIP to all
our members and please remember to keep us informed if
you are aware of any of our comrades who move on to
the final RV.

Looking forwards, and for those that have not yet seen it,
Joe Murphy is well into planning a Platinum Jubilee
Meeanee Reunion for the 19th February 2022,d it will be
held in the County Long Room at Chester Racecourse,
details are elsewhere in this newsletter. We currently
have plenty of space but please get your name down
early to allow planning and to save disappointment.
The East Cheshire Reunion (ECR) is coming up on the
30th October, covered elsewhere in this newsletter, and it
is promising to be a good evening. For those who have
not attended the ECR before please consider it, you
won’t be disappointed.
For anybody who is not aware, Major Eddie Pickering,
the long term CRA Secretary and Treasurer has
announced that he will be retiring from the position at the
next AGM in February 2022. We urgently need
somebody to take over from Eddie to allow the CRA to
continue to operate as a registered charity so if you think
you can fill one or both of these positions please read the
advert in this newsletter contact us through the CRA
email address, cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com.
Please continue to stay safe and look after yourselves as
we negotiate the final phases of the lifting of these
restrictions.

Peter Gresty
Chairman

HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
The following message from Clarence House dated
12th April has been received:

Following the sad passing of the Duke of Edinburgh,
the following messages were sent on behalf of the
Cheshire Regiment Association:

The Prince of Wales has asked me to thank you very
warmly for your letter of condolence following the
death of His Royal Highness The Duke of
Edinburgh.

To HM The Queen
Members
of
the
Cheshire
Regiment
Association present their deepest condolences to
Her Majesty The Queen on the death of His Royal
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

It was very thoughtful of you to take the time and trouble
to write to His Royal Highness at this sad time. The
Duke of Edinburgh has left an extraordinary legacy, and I
know it has been a source of great comfort to see how
much his life and work have been so deeply appreciated.

To HRH The Prince of Wales

The Prince of Wales was very touched to receive your
kind wishes, and sends his heartfelt thanks.

Members of the Cheshire Regiment Association present
their deepest condolences to their Colonel in Chief, His
Royal Highness, The Earl of Chester on the death of His
Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

Yours sincerely
Major Jonny Thompson
The Equerry to HRH The Prince of Wales and The
Duchess of Cornwall
2

THE MUSEUM

After what seems an absolute age, we are back up and
running again, even if it’s on reduced hours. We are
currently open from Thursday – Sunday 11am to 4pm.
The last year has been a classic on the bus – off the
bus…. However, this hasn’t stopped us from keeping
busy with research, archiving and registering new
acquisitions.

We are hoping that all restrictions will be lifted on the
19th July to allow us to get on with things and allow more
volunteers and school groups to resume visiting. As we
look forward to normal opening, we are also looking for
front of house volunteers. The role is mainly meeting and
greeting customers, taking entrance fees and setting them
off in the right direction. All the training will be given
and all we ask is for you to volunteer for a minimum of 4
hours of your time.

We must also thanks all of those that donated to a fund
raiser recently to purchase a new Museum grade
illuminated display case for the “11000 Pte TA “Todger”
Jones VC DCM” bust and maquette that had been
donated by the artist Philip Garrett during last year’s lock
down. As you can see in the pictures it looks amazing
and an honour to have it.

Our on line shop was fully stocked but we are probably
back to 50% again… Thanks for all your custom. The
shop has been the only income we have generated over
the last year. New items will be coming in shortly but
you’ll have to wait to see. If you have any ideas or
designs that you like, please let us know.

It has been that popular that a group of Mercian officers
wanted to purchase it as a leaving present for 1 Mercian
Officers’ Mess…. You can guess what the answer was.

Joe Murphy
Museum Attendant
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MEMORIAL UPDATE

Following on from the excellent work already done by
Ashley Farrall and Stuart Harrison, and as already
notified on the memorial Facebook page, the design for
the memorial has been approved by the NMA approvals
committee, with some slight changes.
Shown is an image of the final approved version. The
main changes are that the memorial has been moved to
the rear of the base and the “22” been reduced in size, all
in all very pleasing to the eye I am sure you will all
agree.
To add to the good news, we were then informed, during
a planning visit by Ashley and Stuart, that the location of
the memorial had also been finalised and is in a prime
position just off to the left when you approach the main
Armed Forces Memorial.
Work is now underway on the required cutting, polishing,
engraving and finishing of the component parts of the
memorial which are all required to be completed to then
allow it to be assembled and constructed.
Planning is underway for an unveiling and dedication
ceremony and as soon as we have a confirmed date we
will let everybody know to allow arrangements to be
made for attendance, which will be allowed in line with
any restrictions at the time.
Well done Ashley and Stuart.
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TREASURER AND SECRETARY POSITION(S)
As announced, at the last AGM, our very own Major Eddie Pickering is retiring at
the next AGM and we are looking for somebody, or somebodies, to step up and
help to keep the CRA running by volunteering to take on one, or both, of these
roles.
Ideally the successful volunteer(s) will be a member of the CRA, have knowledge
of bookkeeping, charity procedures and social media. They should be capable of
liaising with Regimental Headquarters, Chester Cathedral, HMRC and others and
be willing to assist the Trustees in keeping the CRA activities going.
It is sad to say that without somebody to fill these roles the future of the CRA could
well be in doubt and I am sure that none of us want to see the day when we must
shut down because of lack of support.
The duties of the post(s) are not too onerous and for the right person it can even
be done around other employment. Ideally the successful applicants will be able to
start shadowing Eddie from October this year when our accounting period ends
and starts.
Volunteers should contact Eddie or Peter Gresty through the CRA Email address
cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com

SNIPPETS
Snippets once again returns to the ever-popular accident insurance report:
"I started to slow down but the traffic was more stationary than I thought."
“I was driving along the motorway when the police pulled me over onto the
hard shoulder. Unfortunately I was in the middle lane and there was another
car in the way.."
"The pedestrian ran for the pavement, but I got him."
I had been learning to drive with power steering. I turned the wheel to what
I thought was enough and found myself in a different direction going the
opposite way."

5

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES
BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT

Compared to the pre lockdown situation we have much
less space at our disposal to operate in and no catering
facilities, so a certain amount of understanding and
tolerance will be required from members and visitors.
(Please note that you will still be able to get a ‘Cuppa’
and a butty at half time in the Bingo) You will all be
required to sign in on arrival. Unfortunately, with the law
being as it is right now, we can only obey the whims and
fancies of Boris and use plenty of hand gel to stay safe.

In the last 3 to 4 months throughout the periods of
lockdown, we have managed to maintain some kind
of network and kept in touch by assorted means.
Printing and distributing paper copies of the
Newsletter have helped to reinforce our links.
It has inevitably proved to be difficult. As numbers
have dwindled the activities of the Branch have had
to diminish in proportion. We have been unable to
meet as a Branch for many months.

Future Events
We are planning for our return to what is laughingly
referred to as normality, by organising a series of events
for the remainder of the year. It is hoped to return to a
programme of events that will include a couple of Quiz
nights, at least one race night, a trip to the Arboretum for
the dedication of the new Cheshire Regiment Memorial,
a branch dinner at somewhere like the Grosvenor Hotel,
(As if!!) and some form of Christmas lunch /Draw. All
we need now is a bit of luck, a dead virus, and your
support.

Falling numbers in turn make the need for formal
meetings questionable. Perhaps there is a
opportunity for continue in more social manner.
Several members find driving at night unpleasant.
The challenge will be to find a suitable place to meet
in daylight hours.
Apprehensive and uncertain about whether the
public at large will “behave responsibly” we are
hoping at least to get together soon after the 19th July
relaxation.

There will be regular Bingo sessions. We are determined
to assist the Bingo fanatics to obtain help in their search
for relief from their craving.

Peter Jackson

CHESTER BRANCH

AGM
We will be holding an AGM during May 2022. Until
then Branch affairs will be conducted by a volunteer
group of previous committee members. At the abovementioned meeting of 15th June It was agreed that subs
for this year will be £5 and will be reconsidered at the
next AGM.

FINAL COMMUNIQUE FROM STALAG 42,
CHESTER
Dear Member,
In the course of our first Committee meeting since
February 2020 held at the Castle on 15th June a
momentous decision was taken. So now I can announce
that the Chester Branch Bar will reopen on Friday 25th
June at 7pm.(1900 hrs in real time!) We will be doing so
in accordance with the present Corona virus restrictions
which means masks are required to be worn unless
seated, only six persons to a table, and our newly trained
waiters will be happy to take your orders and serve you
at your table. To begin with we will only stock and sell a
limited selection of canned beers and other drinks that
are popular with our members.

Please enjoy the glorious weather, stay safe, and
hopefully we will meet again soon. If you haven’t been
well lately I hope you will soon be fighting fit. I am, as
always, yours very sincerely
Big X, Stalag 42 Chester,
Escape Committee
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HALTON BRANCH

SOUTH WIRRAL BRANCH

As I’ve stated to our members it’s hard to write an article
or report when not a lot at the moment is going on.

Sorry no contribution from South Wirral Branch in
last Newsletter, because of the current situation
there was nothing to report. We are now back at our
monthly meetings. We would like to send
Congratulations to two of our members Dennis and
Mary Foley on their 50th Wedding Anniversary. Also
to Jason Foley on his marriage to Tracy.

But we at Halton Branch have continued to hold our
monthly meetings throughout lock down, firstly with
zoom meetings then when we could meet outdoors
Halton British Legion where we hold our meeting built a
seating area in the corner of the car park, and finally we
were allowed to move in doors. All meetings observed
Covid rules.
We as a branch are now looking forward to attending The
CRA Platinum Jubilee Meeanee Reunion Dinner on the
19th February 2022, we have so far sent deposit for 12
tickets.
We do have a few events in the pipeline throughout the
rest of 2021 - Covid willing.
John Donaldson

Various functions are in the planning.
Barbecue
sometime in Aug, Chester Reunion some of or
members have already booked their places. Branch
Christmas Dinner. We are Planning to clean up The
Oak Copse and refurbish and relocate the bench in
Whitby Park.
Looking forward now to a happier future. Keep well
All.
Roy Willis

SOUTHERN REGION
Like all the branches we have little to report – at least
anything positive. Unfortunately we have lost our most
senior member, Fred Sims, who passed away just weeks
from his 100th birthday. Fred was a great supporter of the
branch until his wife, Peggy died. Fred then moved to
Spain with his son, Richard. His obituary is towards the
end of this newsletter.
As the Covid restrictions are lifted we look forward to
some sort of normality when branch events can take
place once again. On 10th September some of us are
attending the Inter Services T20 Cricket Tournament at
Arundel. It makes a change from Lords, but Arundel is a
beautiful setting for a cricket match, let us just hope that
the weather is kind for us. We are well advanced with
our planning for the Cenotaph, with 20 places already
filled. We have been allocated 24 places, so if you want
to take part you need to be quick putting your name
down.
It is most likely that we will hold our next meeting on
Zoom, or a similar internet application. As usual we will
let all branch members know when it will take place.
Until then, enjoy the summer and keep safe.
George Szwejkowski
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STOCKPORT BRANCH
The Coronavirus pandemic continues to thwart a return
to normal, but the branch has striven to ‘adapt and
overcome’.
As reported previously, during the lockdown period,
‘Zoom’ made it possible to hold Committee Meetings
and full Branch Meetings. It has been so well received
that the Branch has invested in IT equipment in order to
‘Zoom’ face-to-face meetings to enable participation by
members who are unable to attend in person. Friday 4th
June 2021 was a beautiful balmy evening so we
contrived to conduct a covid-compliant meeting. 23 were
in attendance, with 10 apologies and 3 via Zoom – a
great turnout that demonstrates the strength of the branch
after 15 months of lockdowns – well done all!

If any branch wants to know what our setup is for
broadcasting face to face meetings, then drop a line to
mrastockport@outlook.com and we’ll try to help.
Branch Standards, were on parade on the 18th June to
celebrate, to the hour, the 100th anniversary of the
dedication of the Bredbury and Romiley War Memorial.
Our Chair, Mike Pilkington laid a wreath alongside the
Mayor of Stockport. Standard bearers are Derek Sykes
(Union Standard), Brian Hartigan (CRA Standard) and
Keith Mort (MRA Standard).

8

Now that the outdoor gathering limit has been raised to
30, we have re-established the Monthly Association
Walk. Breakfast, Boots and Beer is the theme and on
Thursday 10th June, we had 12 for breakfast before 7 of
us set of for a gentle 6 miles around Adlington, Cheshire.
Here we can be seen resting on a canal bridge after
coffee and cakes at Clarence Mill, Bollington (well you
do need the fill the gap between breakfast and beer!).

Stockport Branch continued....
One of our Welfare Officers, Derek Sykes, has been
acknowledged for 10 years volunteering at Stepping
Hill Hospital by Stockport NHS Trust. It’s actually 30
years but he only ended up on their radar after he
requested a Volunteer’s Car Park Pass after 20 years
visiting! Here he can be seen after the award
ceremony in June. Well done Derek!

You will all be aware that the planned Crich Pilgrimage
had to be cancelled due to the necessary government
restrictions not being lifted to allow large gatherings, as a
result our next planned event is canoeing down the
Mersey on Saturday 17th July – what could possibly go
wrong? Hopefully there will be enough survivors and
pictures to give an idea of how things went in the next
newsletter.
Don’t forget the diary dates of the 6th August for
our branch Annual General Meeting and the 30th October
for the 74th East Cheshire Reunion at Stockport ARC.
Steven Gregory
Publicity Member

SNIPPETS
"I collided with a stationary truck coming
the other way"
"A truck backed through my windshield
into my wife's face"
"A pedestrian hit me and went under my
car"
"In an attempt to kill a fly, I drove into a
telephone pole."

Another individual effort by one of our members is in
the angling field. Phil Milward is a member of a
Facebook group entitled Ex-Mil Carp Group.
They have competitions and socials up and down the
country most months. If you have a love for
carp fishing, then apparently this could be for you!
Phil can be seen below with one of his recent catches.

"An invisible car came out of nowhere,
struck my car and vanished."
"Coming home I drove into the wrong
house and collided with a tree I don't have."
"I thought my window was down, but I
found it was up when I put my head
through it."
"The guy was all over the road. I had to
swerve a number of times before I hit him."
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PULL UP A SANDBAG
The following is an extract from Bob Horton's book
about his life and service with the 22 nd. Chapter 3 deals
with the early days of recruitment and selection (Ed):
I very sheepishly made my way by Bus from Northwich
to Chester and asked a Policeman where I could find the
Army Careers Office? He gave me directions and very
soon I was sitting in the waiting room with clammy
hands and a very dry mouth, there were two or three
other young lads in there all obviously in the same boat
as me, before long Keith Ivy (Cheshire Regiment)
entered the room and handed out various forms and test
sheets for us to start filling in, nothing to difficult just
basic Maths and English, the various forms all related to
basically the British Army taking control of our lives and
us signing a form giving them permission to do so, it was
all very jovial and relaxed.
After an hour or so we were told that we were suitable
candidates to attend the Army Selection Centre or if not,
sent back to the Railway Station to contemplate another
Career path. I had made the grade and was told to return
to Chester Careers Office the following week to take the
Oath of Allegiance in the presence of a Senior Officer, I
was also forewarned that if I were to take the Allegiance
then I would be attending the Army Selection Centre in
Sutton Coldfield the following week - it was all fast
paced and now starting to feel very real. I turned up at
the Careers Office at the allocated time and was taken
straight into a side office where the Oath of Allegiance
was sellotaped to the wall, there were two or three others
with me, and we were all given a Bible and told to recite
the Oath.
The next week was taken up with telling all my family of
the giant step that I was about to take, this news was met
with various responses mostly supportive but a couple of
“Are you Serious” and “You’ve got no chance” however
it was too late now, the Military Ball had started Rolling
and I was secretly looking forward to the challenges
ahead. There was Pre- Selection work to be done as we
were told what was in store for us, and what was
expected,
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so the next few days passed routinely. My Uncle God
Bless him had offered to take me to the Selection
Centre in Sutton Coldfield even though I had been given
a Travel Warrant to get me there and back, so I declined
the lift and opted to get myself there on the right date, at
the right time and with the right kit. This I managed to do
miraculously so I now had 2 days to convince the British
Army that I was the one that they were looking for, the
only problem with this was that every person that turned
up there had the same script.
Into the Unknown: Sutton Coldfield 1978
We arrived at Sutton Coldfield Railway Station at
different times we were told to report to the Station at
13:00hrs on the Friday so we all waited outside the
Station until the cut off time, we were met by a very
young Corporal from one of the Corps who was
extremely welcoming and polite, it had a certain first day
at Boarding School atmosphere with handshakes and
Cups of Tea aplenty, there was a group of probably 40
people of all shapes and sizes, some working class some
upper class and lots of in-betweens, we were herded onto
the Big White Army Coach and headed for St Georges
Barracks, up to this point nobody had even raised their
voices at us so perhaps the horror stories we had all
heard about the Infamous Drill Sergeants and Sergeant
Majors was an Old Wives Tale !!!!!! this was a piece of
cake !!!!
Prior to the selection we had all been sent joining
instructions with a brief breakdown of the content of the
course, so there was little excuse for not being up to
scratch fitness wise or not being mentally prepared for
the psychological onslaught that was coming our way
imminently. The first hint that this relaxed atmosphere
was fake was when we entered our accommodation
swiftly followed by a huge immaculate Coldstream
Guards Colour Sergeant who was probably the first real
Soldier that we’d come across up until now, I remember
looking at this impressive looking Soldier and thinking to
myself, he was everything that I wasn’t at that time, he
was so self-assured, with a confident swagger that comes
with knowing that you are in complete control, the
complete opposite of him were the new Selection

Candidates standing in front of him, frightened and
confused, and with no control over situations and events
that we knew would be coming at us in the next few
hours.

rope climbs. The run was the final part of the test, to my
amazement some people were taken off the course during
the circuits!! A lot of the candidates turned up for the
fitness test wearing Ron Hill Tracksuits and top of the
range Nike or Adidas trainers, doing professional warmups and really looking the part, again they were straight
away putting themselves in the spotlights of the selection
team, most of them were sucking air from Brighton after
300 metres and the PTI’S were onto them in a flash,
would these Show Ponies never learn?

This was the time that I decided to stay the “Grey Man “
for as long as I could get away with it, for the uninitiated
“Staying Grey” is the art of staying out of the spotlight
without appearing to be a slacker, it was always difficult
for some to stay in the shadows as for a lot of people
being “The Showman” was their way of getting as far as
they had so far, this is not a criticism of people with
outgoing personalities, it was just not my way, as I didn’t
have the mental toughness to deflect the criticism that
would inevitably come my way if I stood front and
centre. I could never understand why people would admit
to being in the Army Cadets and bring attention on
themselves, in those first couple of hours I lost count of
the number of young lads enthusiastically throwing their
hands up announcing that they were proficient at Drill
and Marching due to serving in the Cadets, I also lost
count of the number of young lads that failed miserably
when showing the Group how to do an about turn, and
then facing the Guardsman’s wrath for getting it
completely wrong, those young lads had now stepped out
of the shadows and had firmly placed an aiming mark on
themselves, and all self-inflicted.

For my part being fit through playing Football and
Rugby, the fitness was no problem and I jogged in with
the leading group with plenty left in the tank. Looking
back along the route of the run it resembled “The Retreat
from Stalingrad” with young lads sitting on the grass
verges as they could not run a mile, where was the
personal pride? where was the determination? The
individuals that could not run a mile, climb a rope, or do
ten press ups were sent back to the accommodation to
pick up their bags and transported by minibus straight
back to the Train Station never to be seen again
thankfully. The final part of the Selection process
consisted of Interviews and an awkward Declaration of
Criminal Offences session. The lecture hall had been set
up for about 60 people however the combination of the
fitness tests and faked injuries had dropped the intake by
about half, so 30 or so people now remained for the next
phase.

After our brief introductions to British Army discipline, it
was now time to get down to the business at hand, which
was Tests, physical and mental. We had been warned that
there would be a basic fitness test followed by Maths and
English Tests. We were taken to a large classroom and
given test papers, English and Maths the English test
resembled something that a Chimpanzee would have to
pass too become a resident at Chester Zoo, and the Maths
test would not have worried a 3 year old, after
completing the tests in the allocated time I was pretty
confident that I would probably be offered one of the
higher of the trades REME, Royal Engineers or better
perhaps the Intelligence Corps as I was pretty confident
that I had scored 100%.

We were given a piece of A4 paper and told to write
down any Criminal offences that we had been convicted
of along with the sentence that we received, at this stage
I could see a lot of uncomfortable shuffling in chairs and
sweaty palms were starting to appear again, we were
warned that if any offences were not reported and were
found after the checks were done it would mean instant
dismissal, some of the lads were scribbling away and the
Selection Team would be standing behind them, as soon
as they saw a serious enough offence they would be
tapped on the shoulder, taken to the accommodation to
pickup their bags and bundled onto the minibus and back
to Civvie Street with their tails well and truly between
their legs. As we were waiting for our interviews the
Impressive Coldstream Colour Sergeant was eyeing me
up and down, so I was expecting some form of torment,
he sidled up to me and in his booming voice exclaimed
“Irish Guards for you Big Fella”, I wasn’t sure if this was

My hopes were well and truly dashed when it was
explained that our Job offers were based on our School
Exam results so it beggars the question why did we have
to do the test in the first place ?? The fitness test
consisted of a mile run which was to be done at our own
pace and a circuit of press ups, sit ups, squat thrusts, and
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an observation or an instruction but due to the look on his
face, I took it as an instruction.

PTSD RESOLUTION

I was sent to an office which was manned by a young
Captain from the Signals Regiment we were joined by
the imposing Coldstream Guardsman who took no time
in giving me a rousing speech about the Household
Division and all the benefits that came with serving with
such a Prestigious and Historic Division, he failed to
mention the negatives such as endless square bashing,
polishing kit and inspections, I’m sure that this was an
oversight on his behalf!! I listened intently to his rousing
pitch, which basically came down to the Irish Guards
being undermanned and in need of tall lanky individuals
who could spell, add up and take away and could run a
bit, I disregarded it out of hand, I was determined to join
the Cheshire Regiment for no better reason than I knew
two people from my schooldays who were currently
serving with them Phil Coxsey and Pete Coward.
The interview lasted about 15 minutes and it was decided
that I could indeed join the Cheshire Regiment if the
Army was still the career that I wanted after this tiny
taster of Army life, I was told unofficially that I had met
the standards expected and that I would be notified
officially by post in the next few days and would be sent
Joining Instructions telling me of the next stage of this
strange new adventure.

The charity PTSD Resolution continues to deliver free,
local, brief, effective in- person and online treatment
across the UK to all Veterans, Reservists and
dependants with any mental health problems. They
might also like to find the page on ‘Coping with Selfisolation:
https://ptsdresolution.org/news60.php
We can only do this thanks to private donations, as
explained at https://ptsdresolution.org/donate.php.
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling
with nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger
issues, or any of their families being affected by their,
behaviour, please help them contact the charity PTSD
Resolution (charity number 1133188) on telephone
number 0300 302 0551. They will be put in touch with a
local counsellor trained to deal with the symptoms of
post-traumatic stress and other general mental
conditions. Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief,
immediate, non-intrusive and delivered through
a network of 200 therapists UK-wide.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

THE DEFENCE PRIVILEGE CARD

The Defence Privilege Card is the official recognition
card that can be used on the high street in order to obtain 12 Sep 21
a discount. It allows those not currently serving in the
Armed Forces to obtain discounts and gives them a card
to show that they were in the Armed Forces or are 30 Oct 21
currently in the Defence Community, as a spouse/partner
of someone currently serving for example. Each Defence
Privilege Card is personalised for the member and it 11 Nov 21
costs £4.99 for a 5 year membership.
https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/about_defence
_discount_service.php

BENEVOLENCE
The attention of all members is directed towards the new
veterans gateway that was launched on 20th June 2017.
This is the single point of reference for any veteran who
requires assistance.
https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk
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Mons Wreath Laying Ceremony
Chester
East Cheshire Reunion
Stockport
Field of Remembrance
Westminster Abbey

14 Nov 21

Remembrance Sunday

19 Feb 22

CRA AGM
Chester

19 Feb 22

Platinum Jubilee Reunion
Chester

JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
HOUSE A BOGEY

A CLOSE SHAVE !!

On 30th July 1957 the troopship Empire Orwell left
Southampton bound for the Far East. On board, along
with several other units, was the 1st Battalion The
Cheshire Regiment, and their families, bound for a three
year tour in Malaya and Singapore. I will draw a curtain
over the terrifying crossing of the Bay of Biscay and the
convalescence that followed. By the time the ship passed
through the Suez canal morale and appetites had
recovered but as we entered the Red Sea a new problem
arose. The temperature began to rise with the result that
life below decks, especially at night, became unbearable.
Sleeping in hammocks, packed in like sardines, we
suffered the torments of the damned in trying to keep
cool.

I have always been interested in but fairly useless at
sport. As a boy I lost no opportunity to play cricket, or
football and Rugby Union. I grew up during the war so
my sporting sessions benefited greatly from double
summer time. Sneaking out of bed to play football,
sometimes until midnight, was quite normal. Many a late
night cup final was played on a nearby piece of waste
ground, known locally as Burrow’s Field, much to the
annoyance of courting couples who’s amours were
sometimes brought to a premature climax due to their
being hit by a flying football. I still carry the scars of
games played there. It was there that I tried to dazzle
my friends with my Stanley Mathewesque skills or
display the panther like qualities of Ted Sagar the
Everton goalkeeper. On one such occasion, at the age of
eleven, when diving to save a penalty, I hurt my right
wrist. I was taken to Hoylake Cottage Hospital
where the injured limb was x-rayed but nothing untoward
was diagnosed. I was sent on my way with a wet
bandage wrapt round my ever swelling and painful
wrist. Thirty years later doctors at Chester Royal
Infirmary removed the fragments of broken bone which
had caused me intermittent pain for all that time.

It was possible to get permission to sleep on deck which
was a highly popular and welcome method of escape
from the stifling heat of the troop decks. However, there
was one major inconvenience to spending the night in the
fresh air. For safety reasons smoking on deck was strictly
forbidden. To enforce this ordinance the BOS and a posse
of Regimental policemen were constantly on the prowl
looking for anyone breaking the ban on smoking. To
avoid damage to the decks the wearing of boots on board
was also forbidden so everyone wore gym shoes, which
is why I got caught partaking of an illicit Woodbine. I
just did not hear them coming.

During many Test matches played on that piece of rough
ground I tried to emulate my hero Ray Lindwall, the
Australian fast bowler. I was never able to do so due
to the fact that each time I raised my arm above my head
I suffered excruciating pain in my groin. I did not
complain to my parents until I became absolutely fed
up with being constantly teased by my friends because
everyone, including my six year old sister Dorothy,
could bowl much faster than me. My worried mother
took me to our family doctor, who referred me to a
hospital surgeon, who diagnosed a hernia. This
condition was eventually corrected in Hoylake Cottage
Hospital just prior to my fourteenth birthday. I do not
recall much about my stay in hospital except the all
pervading smell of ether and the appearance at my
bedside of an attractive young nurse who said that she
intended to give me a shave. Rubbing my fingers over
my downy cheeks I told her she was wasting her time as
I was too young to shave. She gave me what can only be
described as an old fashioned look and said “Son, where
I’m going to shave you is a long way below your chin !

The BOS that night was highly delighted to have caught
me contravening the regulations and took particular
pleasure in giving evidence the next day when I appeared
before the Company Commander. Let’s face it, it is not
often that a man gets to help chastise his younger
brother!!! Something he had been trying to do for years. I
was happy to accept whatever punishment the Major
would dish out. As a full corporal I anticipated a
reprimand. What I got was the icing on the cake for my
brother Alan. I was ordered to present myself to the
families lounge each evening to organise and run the
Bingo. It was torment!. I even told the CSM that I would
prefer to be keel hauled rather than suffer for the
remaining weeks of the voyage. When the Empire
Orwell reached Singapore I disembarked feeling happy
that my feet were on dry land again and looking forward
to the adventures to come.
During the voyage I had seen flying fish for the first
time, had visited many places I had previously only read
about, and had enjoyed a cruise of several thousand
miles. I had also acquired a lifelong hatred of Bingo.
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OBITUARY
FRED SIMS

Fred Sims was born on 11th June 1921. He
spent his early years in the workhouse at
Walworth, before being sent to a childrens home
in Hanwell called the Cuckoo School. (Charlie
Chaplin had been there a few years before).
When that school closed down he was sent to
another home at Ashford in Middlesex.
He remained there until aged 15 when he started
work and also joined the Territorial Army. When
war broke out in 1939 Fred was immediately
called up for the Middlesex Regiment, where
his battalion were equipped with heavy machine
guns. When the battalion was sent to France
Fred was under the age of 21 and so was
transferred to the Cheshire Regiment. Many
Cheshire soldiers over the age of 21 went the
other way and were sent to the Middlesex
Regiment. In this particular case it was very
much a gain for the Cheshires.
Fred served with the 6th Battalion in the African
desert, was one of the first to hit the beaches at
Salerno, took part in the fighting at Monte
Camino and then went on to land at Anzio.
Perhaps it is worth mentioning that Fred was
small in stature, but was clearly very tough and
commanded respect. Even in those days it was
no mean feat to have been promoted to the rank
of sergeant by the age of 22!
During the fighting at Anzio Fred's platoon had
not slept for several days. The last thing that
Fred remembered was a great flash and bang,
then nothing else. The next thing Fred recalled
was a very large German standing over him and
saying to him “I am sorry Sergeant, you and
your men are prisoners of war”. Out of his
platoon, there were only three of them left.
He eventually found his way to a camp near
Munich, still wearing his summer uniform. The
accommodation was very poor, each hut holding
some 200 men with little in the way of bedding.
Conditions worsened thanks to the allies success
in bombing the roads and railways, thereby
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preventing supplies getting through. It was in
the camp that Fred learned that everything was
precious, with absolutely nothing wasted. He
was to keep that mentality for the rest of his life.
With the suffering that he witnessed he also
decided that he would never get upset or
complain about anything ever again – a habit
that he would maintain for his whole life.
Fred survived the prisoner of war camp and
took part in the Long March, when allied
prisoners were marched ever westwards as the
Soviet forces closed in from the east. Fred's
experiences during and immediately after the
war are well documented after he was
interviewed by the Museum of the Order of St
John. I hold a copy of the transcript of that
interview, which makes fascinating reading. If
anybody wishes to read the transcript, then I am
very happy to make it available.
Fred was finally demobbed at Guildford and
went to visit the old superintendent of one of his
childrens homes. Fred ended up helping out at
the home and before long he was taking the
children swimming, playing football and
cricket. He was quickly offered a full time job
and due to his previous experiences as a child
he was extremely successful with his charges. It
was also here that he met his future wife, Peggy
who worked there as a nurse. Together they
cared for hundreds of children and Fred said
that it was enormously rewarding for them
when they met up with them later as successful
adults.
Although Fred stayed in contact with some of
his old Army comrades, I don't think that he had
much contact with the CRA until the Southern
Region of the CRA was formed in 1999. He
was extraordinarily proud of his regiment and
he very quickly threw himself into branch
activities - he was first on the list for everything.
It was therefore no surprise when he was the
very first recipient of the Branch President's
Award, which he received in 2004.

Sadly Peggy passed away in 2015 and soon
afterwards Fred moved to Spain with his son,
Richard. Fred remained in contact with the
branch whilst enjoying his final years with his
son in Valencia. Despite the restrictions Fred's
funeral was well attended, with the Royal
British Legion standard on parade. Members of
the Valencia Armed Forces Breakfast Club also
attended, along with the many friends that he
had made. At the end Last Post was sounded.

As his son Richard said to me - he was a good
soldier, a loving husband and a great father. To
that I would just add that he was very highly
respected by all who met him and that there are
probably hundreds of very successful people
around the world who owe Fred a great debt of
gratitude.
George Szwejkowski

LAST POST

Mr Kevin Allmark
Died July 2021
1st Bn 1965 – 1988 Ex WO2
Mr A J (Tony) Baker
Died 23 May 2021
Serv No: 23552970 WO2
Served 1958 – 1981
Lt.Col D Lockhart MBE
Died 1 April 2021
Serv No: 461464 served 1959 - 1994
Mr Barrie Oldfield
Died 11 March 2021 aged 83
1955/56 – 1st Bn
1957/1967 7th Bn
1968 1 Mercian (v) CSM ‘A’ Company
Mr Stefan Wohlleben
Died 6 April 2021
1st Bn 1971 – 1994 Ex CSgt
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Application for tickets for the 7 4th
2021 East Cheshire Reunion

East Cheshire Reunion Supper
1948 - 2021
Celebrating the 74th Reunion
of the 7th Battalion
will be held at

The Armoury, St Julien Barracks,
Armoury Street, Stockport, SK3 BAB

on
Saturday 30 October 2021
At 6.00pm for 7.15pm
The Bollington Brass Band will play
during the supper

Please complete and return by 01 Sep 21 to:
Address: Mike Pilkington, 5a Heyes Lane, Alderley Edge, Cheshire,
SK9 ?LA. Where possible tickets should be purchased via your branch.
Tel: 07495 029303 email: miketapilkington@outlook.com
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE
Name & rank:------------------Address:

--------------------

-------------- Postcode: ------Phone: -------- Email: ----------Cost per ticket: £15.00 per person
Cheques made payable to: MRA Stockport Branch
Bank payments direct to: NatWest, Sort Code - 01-08-38, Ale no54934893 Ale name - Mercian Regimental Association Stockport Branch
(please quote name as reference or we may not be able to trace receipt)
I enclose£ --- remittance to cover:

---- ticket's for -------- Branch of the CRA/
Individual/ Party*

Donation for use at the Committee's discretion£ --Please claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made since 2015 and any
future donations.

I confirm I have paid or will pay any amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for the current tax year
(6 Apr to 5 Apr) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities that 10 donate to will reclaim on
my gifts for the current tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I
understand thatthe charity will reclaim £0. 25 of tax on every £1. 00 that I have given.
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74 th EAST CHESHIRE REUNION

VENUE

The Armoury, St Julien Barracks,
Armoury Street, off Greek Street,
STOCKPORT
SK3 8AB

Parking may not be possible within The Armoury, St Julien
Barracks, but adequate space is available in Thompson
Street at the rear of St Julien Barracks.

Saturday 30 October 2021
Honoured Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
The 74th Annual Reunion is now being organised by the CRA,
MRA and MVRA branches based at St Julien Barracks, The
Armoury Stoc kport. Following the significantly reduced numbers
from last year's reunion due to Covid we are hopeful of selling all
140 tickets this year.
As we move forward it is intended to continue to hold the ECR at
St Julien Barracks, Stockport for many years to come. As
finances become tighter each year, we must look at the format of
the event. It may come as a surprise to you that the cost of the
event should be£25.00 person. We are able to keep the ticket
prices at a much lower price due to the kind support of the
Trustees of St Julien Barracks, legacy money from the CRA and
donations from branches and individuals.
We very much hope you enjoy the evening and look forward to
seeing you in the years to come.
2022 will see the 75 th annual and unbroken reunion, a
significant milestone for the Reunion.
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