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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

Spring is once again with us, although nature's calendar does
not always follow the pre-determined order that it once did.
Walking my dog, Benji through the local park, I noticed that
the snowdrops, crocus and daffodil appeared almost
simultaneously this year. The tree blossom that used to
make an appearance in mid-March has been on our trees
since mid-February. These changes in weather and climate
may be welcomed by many, but the heavy rains and flooding
that comes with it have not been so welcome to those poor
souls who have suffered as a result of the severe flooding.

Another Christmas over and sadly it was the last for the
CRA Club in the Castle as we know it, there has been plenty
said and written over the last 7 months concerning the
closure of the club, so I won’t repeat myself here. As a final
mark for the club our very own Mike Smith, the club bar
steward for the last 5 years, was awarded with a decanter set
as a thank you gift on behalf of the CRA.

There, I have managed a whole paragraph without
mentioning the "C" word! Whatever happens with the
Covid-19 Virus, I think that we will all need to
demonstrate great resolve, generosity and most of all
kindness to one another. I know that this will be second
nature to members of the CRA.
Depending on how the situation develops I plan to have
the next issue of the newsletter out by the end July. If
you have any contributions would you please let me have
them by Monday 13th July?

It seems that the whole world is in the grip of panic with the
Corona Virus (COVID-19) marching across the globe.
Flights are being cancelled, airlines are going out of
business, schools are closing, people are being instructed to
self isolate and countries are declaring emergencies. This is
all on the back of the World Health Organisation declaring it
a Pandemic recently. Many sporting events are being
cancelled, or held behind closed doors, and we wait to see if
Chester Races will also fall victim to the control measures.
For myself I am typing this from Sydney in Australia so we
will have to see if I manage to get back to the UK next week.
Continued on Page 2.......
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Chairman's Column Continued....
The AGM, covered elsewhere in this newsletter, was held at
lunchtime on the 22nd February with a healthy and well
engaged attendance of members. Thank you to everybody
who attended and engaged with the governance of the
association.

Finally, and again covered in more detail in the newsletter
elsewhere, the Memorial Fund is almost half way to it’s
target of £20,000 so if you can donate or help to raise funds
please contact the organisers through their FaceBook page at
https://www.facebook.com/cheshirememorial/.
Peter Gresty

Sadly the Malaya and Singapore Reunion will not be held
this year but I look forward to it’s return next year, see the
Forecast of events at the rear of the newsletter for details of
events being held this year.

VIEW FROM THE CASTLE

The year started badly for the Regimental Association with
the loss of the Regimental Club, priced out by an exorbitant
rent rise and the realisation that we could never generate
enough trade to afford it. Chester Branch are in the process
of negotiating an agreement to use the bar only on one
evening a week and will staff the bar using volunteers, this
is, in a sense, winding the clock back 20 years and we wish
them every success in the venture.

For many years, we have made a "Funeral Box" available for
members' funerals. Because the CRA no longer has a full
time presence at RHQ, it has been decided to transfer
responsibility for this service to the Cheshire Military
Museum, in order to make it more accessible. The Museum
is open 7 days a week between 10am and 4pm and the box
can be reserved by calling RHQ on 01244 327617 and
speaking to either Sue or Rosie. Sadly, due to late returns
and loss of items, it has become necessary to ask for a
deposit of £100, fully refundable when boxes are returned
intact.

The AGM passed off very well and it was encouraging to
hear that the appeal to raise funds for a memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum is progressing well, with a
little under a half of the target raised in a year. The Meeanee
Reunion at The Mill Hotel was also a success, in spite of the
lower numbers attending. Many thanks to Joe Murphy for
his work putting it together. I hope he will not be deterred
from doing it all again next year!

Before the Coronavirus took over every headline, there had
been some disturbing news about a rise in the number of
veterans committing suicide. This led me to wonder if there
is some correlation between this awful state and the fact that
today's veterans are less willing to engage with their
Regimental Associations than their forefathers were. Our
society is very different from that of 100 years ago when Old
Comrades Associations proliferated in the wake of the Great
War. Veterans of that conflict returned to the communities
where they had grown up and they were known and were
able to pick up their lives where they had left off in the
company of others who had shared the same horrors and
experiences.

There are still some items of badged crockery (plates and
bowls) available if anyone wishes to grace their dining
tables with it, we ask for a donation to the CRA of £3 per
item. .Also, there are a limited number of crested place
mats, again a donation of £5 for 6 mats. Please
email cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com for details.

Today, especially after a long military career, we tend to
settle where we can get a job and afford a home, often a long
way from where we originally came from and therefore it
takes longer to put down new roots and with our ever
decreasing Armed Forces, there is less likelihood of being
close to others who have had similar experiences. The
burgeoning Breakfast Club movement goes a little way to
help redress this as do ad hoc reunions such as take place
every now and again in the area, but do we need to do more?
TEP

As we all know, the 75th Anniversary of VE Day will
take place on 8th May and many communities are
planning events to commemorate the occasion. There will
be a parade followed by a service in Chester Cathedral on
Sunday 10th May in the afternoon, full details have yet to
be published, when they are, they will be emailed to
Branches and a notice will appear on our Facebook page.
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THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE MEETING - 25TH JANUARY 2020
He reported that many events had been organised by
branches throughout the year and for the CRA as a whole,
the notable ones were the East Cheshire Reunion and the
Ballykelly Memorial. He thanked the organisers of all
events for their efforts, pointing out that without them, CRA
life would be much duller.

Present: Peter Gresty (Chairman), John Donaldson (Halton
Branch), John Fairbanks (Chester Branch), Nigel Hunt (S
Wirral Branch), Peter Jackson (Birkenhead Branch), George
Szwejkowski (Southern Region and Trustee), Major Eddie
Pickering MBE (Secretary and Trustee).
No apologies were received.
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked those
attending. He stated that the main reason for the meeting was
to prepare for the AGM.
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.
There were no matters arising. Peter Jackson proposed and
George Szwejkowski seconded the proposal that they be
passed as a true record. Carried.
3. The Chairman asked that we remember CRA members
who have recently died.
He said that only one nomination for CRA Awards had been
received and asked members to urgently consider
recommendations. He nominated the two Trustees present
to adjudicate in time for the AGM.
He went on to say that the big discussion point since the last
meeting was the unreasonable increase in the letting fee for
the Club demanded from MoD, from £1200 pa to £14500
plus utilities pa. And despite the efforts of all concerned,
including our President (The Colonel of the Mercian
Regiment) it was not possible to change the decision.
However, thanks to The Cheshire Military Museum and B
Company 4 MERCIAN (via their Commanding Officer), the
Annual Race Day gathering will still take place. In addition,
Chester Branch have agreed to take over the running of the
Bar (room only) on Fridays at a reduced letting fee. This was
an option open to the CRA, but was impractical owing to the
small space.
He was unable to provide an update on progress of the NMA
Memorial project, but the two organisers will do so at the
AGM. He reminded everyone that they had set themselves a
target of £20k in 2 years. There was a boost when the
appeal for a statue in the planned redeveloped Chester City
Centre was wound up because of lack of support and funds
were transferred to the NMA Appeal by the Trustees (Col
Bob Stewart DSO MP, Martin McGowan Scanlon and Chris
Matheson MP).

4. The Secretary presented the accounts for the financial
year ending to 31st October 2019, they have been
Independently Examined. He then gave an update on the
current financial state. The accounts show a healthy financial
position. Once the Club has ceased trading and all bills have
been paid, any remaining funds will be transferred to the
CRA, the contract for WiFi entered into in 2019 has until
mid-2021 to run and will be paid out of CRA funds for the
duration.
5. The minutes of the 2019 AGM were reviewed. The
Secretary reported that no propositions had been received for
the 2020 AGM.
6. Planned future events were outlined:
a.
d.
c.
f.
g.

AGM .- 1200hrs 22 February 2020
Meeanee Reunion - 22 February 2020
Races – 7 May.
Malaya Reunion date tba
ECR date tba

7. Other business:
a. George Szwejkowski repeated his perennial appeal for
Newsletter contributions, the deadline is 16 March. He asked
that bids for Remembrance Sunday Cenotaph places be sent
to him as soon as possible.
b. John Fairbanks issued an invitation for members of other
branches to come to Chester Branch Race Night on 7th
February and Quiz Night on 20th March. He said that the
“new” Branch Bar will be operated by branch volunteers.
8. Date of next meeting, 25th July 2020 (tbc).

SNIPPETS
Snippets in this issue feature real complaints from holiday
makers:

Nobody told us there would be fish in the water. The children were
scared.
I was bitten by a mosquito. The brochure didn't mention
mosquitoes.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
HELD IN THE REGIMENTAL CLUB ON SATURDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2020


Chairman: Mr Peter Gresty
Secretary: Maj T E Pickering MBE
33 members attended, apologies were received from Brig
Prosser, Brig Percival, Maj Gen Skempton, Maj Gen Sharpe,
Lt Col Oak, Mr Clarke, Mr Farrall, Mr Harrison, Mr
Randall, Mr Trevor-Barnston, Mr Walkman



There were representatives from 8 Branches.
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and asked for a period
of silence to remember members who have died in the past
year.

Chester Branch have turned the clock back 20 years
and agreed to take a licence to occupy the bar area
for their weekly meetings and have retained the
Local Authority licence.
Cheshire Military Museum have allowed the annual
Race Day gathering to go ahead (on 7th May) and B
Company 4 MERCIAN have agreed to supply the
bar. RHQ will kindly allow us use of the rooms on
occasions such as this.

4. The Secretary presented the financial statement as at 31st
October 2019. He answered questions on the content. Maj S
C Leedham proposed and Mr D Sykes seconded the proposal
that they be accepted. Carried.

2. The minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2019 were
reviewed, there were no matters arising. Maj M G Huntriss
proposed and Mr D Sykes seconded the proposal that they
be passed as a true record. Carried.
3. The Chairman presented his report, he started by paying
tribute to the late Alan Kennedy who was a great supporter
of the CRA, both at Branch and at Association level, over
the years.
He went on to say that the CRA is in a good financial
position, donations are still coming in and are gratefully
received. Donations in memory of someone who has died
are normally treated as donations for benevolence and as
such are forwarded to the Mercian Regiment Benevolence
Charity unless those making the donations instruct us
otherwise.
Branches continue to organise local events which are
keeping members interested and in particular, the East
Cheshire Reunion was a good night for all those who
attended.
The newsletter continues to be as good as when it was a
printed publication, but George Szwejkowski, the editor
needs the support of branches and members contributing
articles, there are many events taking place which do not
make it into the newsletter such as last weekend’s Reunion
in Blackpool, Bimble 22 outings, 22nd Riders events.
Thanks are due, once again, to Joe Murphy for his efforts in
organising the Meeanee Reunion which is being held at the
Mill hotel this evening, numbers attending are lower than in
the past, but he felt sure that it will still be an enjoyable
evening.
A major point from the last year has been the closure of the
CRA club which has resulted in Mike Smith, the steward
being made redundant. The Trustees reviewed the figures
involved and reached the conclusion that we could not afford
to pay the sum the MOD requested to continue trading. He
outlined what is now happening:
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5. The Chairman read a report from the Mercian Regiment
Benevolence Charity.
He stated that in the 10 months to date, the charity had
received 215 requests for aid totalling £61.5k, in particular,
36 former members of the Cheshire Regiment received over
£11.5k in aid. The report mentioned that the majority of
income was naturally from the Days Pay Scheme (ca
£54.5k) but the charity had received £14k in donations. The
forecast of expenditure for the current year is £83k against a
forecast of income of £68k.
6. Mr Ashley Farrall and Mr Stuart Harrison were unable to
attend, but had sent a report on fund raising for the appeal to
install a memorial to the Regiment in the National Memorial
Arboretum.
“Since the last AGM in which we presented the idea that we
could have a memorial for approximately £20,000 and to
raise funds for it, which the associated approved, a
GoFundMe page and a Facebook page was set up and
attempted to get wider support.
We planned a staged march around Cheshire hoping that
volunteers would come forward to take on a section, but
unfortunately we haven't had any solid volunteers to do this.
An attempt to arrange a charity Rugby match involving
veterans' teams did not attract the desired support.
We have reached the conclusion that although we have laid
the groundwork for raising the funds for more affordable
memorial, we are not well suited to fundraising. We have
also encountered technical issues with PayPal linking with
GoFundMe via Facebook. The good news is that other
people are better at raising money and £8,823.00 has been
raised through bake sales, raffles and other donations.
Thanks go to Ashleigh Higgins, Joe Murphy and many
others for their efforts.

AGM Minutes continued....
With the approval of the CRA, we will continue to be part of
the project to raise money for the memorial and will add
£803 previously raised on the GoFundMe page bringing the
total raised so far to £9,623.00.”
7. The forecast of events was discussed and members asked
to give their support to:
•

Sat 22 February - Meeanee Reunion, Mill Hotel

•

Thur 7 May – “Race Day” gathering, Cheshire
Military Museum

•

Sun 5 July – Crich Memorial Pilgrimage

•

Sun 23 August – Mons Memorial, Audregnies

•

Sat 24 October – East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport

•

Sun 6 December – Droppin Well Memorial,
Ballykelly

During the AGM Paul Wilkinson received a well deserved
Major General Peter Martin Award

8. Mr Paul Wilkinson was presented with the Major General
Peter Martin Award to recognise his commitment and
service to Stockport Branch.

THE MUSEUM
Things here ticking along quietly during the winter months.
Saying that, it does give us the opportunity to carry out our
winter maintenance programme on a Wednesday. So far we
have put up lots of new signs, all provided by Dave Ingram
at http://www.ismsigns.co.uk/, carried out patch painting and
revamped the workshop to look and work like a workshop.

9. The date of the next meeting was set for Saturday 20th
February 2021 at 1100hrs.
The meeting was closed.
Following the meeting, an open forum was conducted


Mr Derek Sykes spoke about holding a gathering at
the Regimental Chapel and War Memorial at
Chester Cathedral in September to take the place of
the Mons Day service. The Secretary agreed to
speak with Chester Cathedral about this.



Mr Joe Murphy said that he was prepared to assist
with fundraising for the NMA appeal and requested
permission to use the CRA letterhead. The
Chairman agreed.



Maj Ron Goodwin MBE spoke about continuing to
honour those who had served in the World Wars,
reminding all that there were very few veterans from
Normandy, Burma Star Association, Merchant Navy
and others remaining and he felt they should not be
forgotten.



Mr Gordon Smith also spoke about Mons Day and
Chester Cathedral.



Maj Ron Goodwin MBE proposed a vote of thanks
to Maj Pickering for the work he does as Secretary.
Everyone agreed.

We are currently planning our temporary exhibition space
for the follow months and hope to have our VE75 exhibition
up and running for the beginning of April, well in time for
the actual anniversary. We may even be having a street party
in the yard on the 8 th May if there is enough interest.
Plenty of items being gifted to the Museum over the last
three months including medals, photographs, books and
records but one that has come in more recently is the Official
Enquiry and Appendices of German War Crimes 39-45.
Where this has come from, we do know but how the person
got hold of it is another question?
Joe Murphy

CENOTAPH
It is very likely that the CRA will be allocated 24 tickets for
those who want to take part in the Remembrance Sunday
activities at the Cenotaph in London. Remembrance Sunday
this year will be on 8th November.
The Royal British Legion are usually in contact very early in
the year, asking for the names of those wishing to
participate. With this in mind, if anybody would like to
attend, then please contact me by the end of April. My
contact details are on the front page of this newsletter.
George Szwejkowski
5

THE SPRING REUNION - 2020
Held at the Mill Hotel here in Chester on the 22nd of February, this was our 5th Spring Reunion and although
smaller in numbers, very enjoyable it was too. Numbers on the night didn’t affect the fun that was had and
many a sore head was suffered the following morning.
Having listened to some of the comments in the PXR, we will be looking at capping it at 84 for next year and
then patrons will not feel away from the main area. Date for next year is 20th Feb 2021.
Joe Murphy
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FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE
CHESHIRE MILITARY MUSEUM
Earlier this year the niece of Sergeant George Thomas Ball, 4119860, 2nd Cheshire's traveled up from London to donate
documents, photographs and medals relating to Sergeant Ball. He was unfortunately killed in North Africa on the 17th
March 1943, one item in particular stands out in amongst the items presented. This is a Players Cigarette packet which
at first glance looks rather ordinary, however, the packet had been opened out and flattened and on its rear is a message
written in pencil from George to his wife Lilian. George had been on the Retreat to Dunkirk with the 2nd Battalion and
had eventually been embarked from Bray Dunes, on landing back on British soil troops embarking from the large and
smaller ships involved in the rescue, were given tea, sandwiches and cigarettes by WVS and Army Canteen staff. Troops
were packed onto trains to U.K. destinations unknown, most of the British public were aware of events at Dunkirk and
many well-wishers crowded the train routes and stood on platforms to cheer on the returning troops. Soldiers knew
that their loved ones would be worried about them and the more enterprising amongst those who had managed to get
home started to write notes on any paper, including the rear of cigarette packets and throw them out of the railway
carriage windows as they went through packed stations. The troops relied on the generosity of civilians packing the
stations, hoping they would forward their communications on. George threw his cigarette packet message out of a
railway carriage window somewhere near Tunbridge Wells, it was addressed to Lillian in London. The message from
George to Lillian was short and straight to the point:
"Home and well in England, Love George" it was addressed to Mrs Ball, , Carville Crescent, Middlesex. The Cigarette
packet has a postal stamp on it TUNBRIDGE, PAID, 2 JU 1940. Books mention this form of post as Dunkirk messaging
but we just don't how many of these messages survive to this day. The cigarette packet is a rare and emotive piece for
the Museum collection.

Included with various documents were Aerogrammes sent by George from the Middle East, and Marconi Radio
Telegram messages from Lilian sent to Egypt. George was an accomplished accordion player and the collection includes a
photograph of him playing his accordion whilst a Corporal. Georges medals still in their box of issue with a condolence
slip from the UnderSecretary of State for War. Major R.W.F. Mellor who later wrote the book 'Machine Gunner', was the
commanding Officer of 'B' Company 2nd Cheshire, he wrote to Mrs Ball on the 13th April 1943, explaining the
circumstances of Georges death. The full can be read on the following :
Dear Mrs Ball,
This is the first opportunity I have had amid the fighting of writing to tell you more of the tragic death of your husband
Sgt Ball. During the night of 16/17 of March my company was engaged in preliminary operations against the Marth Line.
This involved breaching a minefield and taking some outlying enemy positions, and afterwards going forward to
consolidate the captured objective. Unfortunately, the ground was found to be impassable for most vehicles and we had
to carry nearly everything, with the result that I was obliged to take up with me my three platoon sergeants whom I had
previously decided to leave out of the action. We had complete success, the Company being specially congratulated by the
GenerJl, and in the morning, I sent all the platoon Sergeants back in my small vehicle. In the middle of the track outside
the mine gap, my vehicle which was following another blew up on a group of mines that had been missed by the R.E.'s
and over which I myself for one had driven over four times. The vehicle was completely destroyed and your husband and
Sgt Johnson were killed instantly, Sgt Sherrif' died almost immediately and my driver was very seriously wounded.
(continued on page 8)
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From the Archives - Continued

We were all shattered at the thought of losing three such excellent
men. Sergeant Ball was in 'C' Company under my command in the
Gazala fighting and particularly distinguished himself. I was very
pleased to find him in 'B' Company when I assumed command of my
old Company after coming out of hospital. Fairly recently on his
return from instructing another unit I was glad to be able to promote
him to Platoon Sergeant in which capacity he was excellent.

..i

I am afraid that nothing I can say will make you feel your loss any
less, but I should like you to know how much I and my Officers and
N.C.O.'s and in fact all those in the Company who knew him, miss him
and sympathize with you.
Yours Sincerely
R.W.F. Mellor
We buried the three Sergeants side by side on the bank of the
escarpment near the path that we had used on our successful
advance of the previous evening. Later we had three wooden
crosses properly made and erected on the graves.

I

-

Sergeant George Thomas
Ball. 2 nd Cheshire, Killed in
Action Tunisia, 17 th March
1943, buried Medjez-El-Bab
War Cemetery, Tunisia.

New Acquisitions

In September we received a call from Mrs Judith Taylor from
Heswall on the Wirral, Mrs Taylor was in the process of moving
house and had discovered in an under stairs cupboard a long
forgotten war souvenir that her father Major R.J. Hillan, Royal
Army Pay Corps, had brought back from Burma at the end of
the Second World War. Major Hillan had been present at one of
the major Japanese surrender ceremonies attended by Lord
Louis Mountbatten, Japanese Officers were called forward to
surrender their swords. At the end of the ceremony
Mountbatten called forward all Allied Officers in attendance
Japanese Officer Katana
and told them to each take one of the surrendered swords. Mrs
Taylor asked if someone could travel to Heswall to pick up the
sword which the Museum was glad to do. On inspection the
sword, a Katana, is in reasonably good condition, some of the
stitching on the leather scabbard had come loose and there was
a little rust on the blade which had been sheathed for years. We
have had some advice from an authority on Japanese swords
and the Tsuha which separates the sword handle from blade, is
estimated as being from the eighteen hundreds. Bringing home
war souvenirs wasn't as straight forward as one would believe
and to bring the sword home Major Hillan had to fill in a
Tanto Dagger
Retention Certificate for a Jap Trophy. At the time the sword
was picked up Mrs Taylor could not locate this form, however
at the beginning of December Mrs Taylor contacted the Museum again to say that she had located
the form and not only that but a small Japanese Tanto dagger, which we could also have. On this
occasion Mrs Taylor dropped the Tanto Dagger and her father's sword retention form off at the
Museum, both are valued items as the Museum does not hold a great deal of items relating to the
war in the Far East.
3

8

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES
long as we can manage to do so, we will be open for
business. Chester Branch will hold their normal social
evening to which CRA members are invited to attend.

BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT BRANCH
After some deliberation about choice of venue and cost, we
chose the Grove House Hotel in Wallasey for our 2019
Christmas Lunch on 1st December. The Grove House lived
up to its local reputation both for the quality of the food and
for its friendly and very efficient service. Crackers, flatulent
balloons and other amusements were provided. The hotel
manager added a dinner-for-two voucher to our raffle prizes.
Appropriately enough, this was won by Maureen Hunt, our
Branch caterer.

We are planning a full compliment of events throughout the
year and trust that we will be well supported. For instance, if
you are interested in attending the 2020 Birmingham
Military Tattoo we are in the process of arranging to re-visit
this event, so don’t be slow in letting us know.
Finally I have to inform you that we recently lost a real
Branch stalwart. Mr Daniel Bly, a Vietnam veteran, and
retired Master Sergeant in the USAF, who passed away on
25th January. A full compliment of Branch Members
attended the funeral, a turnout which was an indication of
the respect and affection in which Danny was held by all
who knew him

Our member, Joseph Green, known to the Branch as “Mick”
died on 19th December. A Malaya veteran, injury at work
and later illness had prevented his attending Branch
meetings for around 10 years. Our members attended his
funeral on 16th January.

John Fairbanks
Despite the postponement of our Branch AGM until 14th
January, attendance reached a record low. This meant that
bitter rivalry for the Branch Officers’ posts was avoided.
Current Branch Officers were elected unopposed except that
David Kennedy formally stepped up from Vice-Chairman to
Chairman, which duties he has been covering for most of
2019.

KIRKHAM BRANCH
Last year we once again had a great trip to Belgium. Thanks
must go to Phil, Nobby, Gordon and all the team for looking
after us. A special thanks to Gordon for making sure we all
had drinks and a snack on the coach.
We had our Christmas party in the Tap and Vent Pub and it
went down very well. We all got a Christmas present from
Tommy Davies - the book entitled "Endex 3" by Clive
Ward, a must read fpr any Army veteran.

At AGM on 22rd February confirmed that the CRA remains
solvent, many Branches survive and events continued,
although perhaps on a smaller scale. Dealing with the
coronavirus might mean that our activities may have to be
curtailed in which case it will become important to maintain
Branch and Association networking and contact via phone,
online and social media.

We also had our Annual General Meeting on 21st January.
The members voted to keep the same committee for another
year. We are going to organise a trip when the weather gets
better. We have a number of places in mind. The members
want to go to the Old Comrades Club at Fleetwood one
night, so that's a good start. We are also looking forward to
going back to Belgium next November.

Peter Jackson
CHESTER BRANCH
Christmas 2019 brought, amongst other things, a tremendous
shock. It was hard to understand how the annual rent for the
club premises could increase twelvefold. It was also difficult
to work out why, after an association lasting for over 60
years, that the CRA club should have to leave the Castle. But
it was impossible to afford the exhorbitant rent increase so
the Trustees were forced to cease trading. Chester Branch
decided that they would try to rent a smaller portion of the
premises. Which is how we came to be operating the Bar,
which I am sure all our readers will agree, is the more
important of the rooms available. So each Friday evening, as

It was sad to learn that the Regimental Club rent was going
up so much - the MOD want to have a look at the money
that they waste on other things, before taking it out on the
people who have served their country.
Well, that is all for now. All the best for 2020 for all in the
CRA branches, and all our serving soldiers and their
families.
John Gibson
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HALTON BRANCH

SOUTHERN REGION

On Friday 27th December 2019 members of Halton and
South Wirral Branches held a drinks and get together in
Halton British Legion Runcorn, Halton British Legion made
us very welcome as always by providing sandwiches and a
couple of bottles of port as a thank you. Needles to say a
great night was had by all.

Until recently only the branch AGM has brought members
out of their hibernation. It will come as no surprise that all
the usual suspects were re-elected to the committee. The
one sad exception to this was the retirement of Lynne
Szwejkowski, who has stood down as almoner after almost
20 years. We are all grateful for all her tremendous work
over such a long period.

During the weekend of 14th 17th February 2020 my wife and
I attended our second Blackpool Reunion, we again had a
fantastic weekend, on the Saturday evening it was a themed
night, this year was 1950s/1960s night, none compulsory
dressing up. Some of the costumes were really good and a
lot of thought had gone into it.
On the first Sunday of each month my wife and I plus a few
members of Halton Branch attend The Armed Forces And
Veterans Breakfast Club Ellesmere Port, it is well attended
loads of the usual banter Plus a raffle. My wife and I have
also attended The Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast
Club Stockport again well attended and a great chance of a
get together with old and new comrades.
John Donaldson

On 29th February we held a low-key Meeanee Dinner in the
Union Jack Club, London. We all enjoyed an excellent
evening and we are very grateful for the support, particularly
from those who travelled long distances in order to attend.
We took the opportunity to thank Lynne properly for her
work as almoner and to show our appreciation in the form of
a gift, which we hope she enjoys.
We next look forward to the Inter Services T20 Cricket at
Lords on Tuesday 26th May. Thanks to our president, Tony
Twiss we hope to watch proceedings from the members
pavilion.
With the uncertainty caused by the coronavirus we will
probably not hold our April meeting. This will mean that we
will not now meet until October.
Finally, we wish Les Stelfox a happy birthday. He will be
107 on 9th May 2020.
George Szwejkowski
SOUTH WIRRAL
Not a great deal has been happening since last time. We
have two new members joined us, G.Proctor who has come
from the Ellesmere Port Branch and P. Byrne - welcome to
you both. The branch had their annual Christmas party
which was held at the St Saviours Club Ellesmere Port. As I
was unable to attend I was informed that it was a very
successful evening as usual.

Ellesmere Port Breakfast Club

A couple of our members attended the Spring Reunion at the
Mill Hotel Chester. By the looks of the photo’s on Facebook
it was as usual a great night. The branch will be holding a
games night with Halton Branch at the St Saviours Club on
Friday 5th June. Let's hope Halton can give us a game this
time, I think the score is 4 -0 to South Wirral. Some of the
Branch will be going to the Isle of Man for a shooting
weekend on the 26th - 28th June.
Roy Willis

Blackpool Reunion
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
LIFE IS FULL OF UPS AND DOWNS
My military career was at times exciting, always interesting,
and seldom dull. I played a vital role in some important
operation during which I had my appendix extracted,
haemorrhoids removed ( painfully) and a hernia corrected.
On two occasions I also suffered the effects of a mysterious
military ailment known as the YoYo Syndrome. This is a
condition which strikes with bewildering speed and seriously
affects the career prospects of the sufferer. The events I am
about to describe amply illustrate the workings of this
dreaded affliction.

appointment with the C.O. The result of that unscheduled
meeting became apparent when the Passing Out parade took
place. I was positioned in the front rank amidst a plethora of
brilliant white chevrons. All I had to show for my efforts
were little bits of cotton hanging where my badge of rank
had been. And to this day I have never met anyone who can
lay claim to a more rapid promotion/demotion. Just 14
hours. This episode was as a direct result of the YoYo
syndrome which struck again, with devastating effect in
Malaya in 1958.

I arrived in the Canal Zone, Egypt, in March 1952 as a
newly enlisted regular soldier in the Cheshire Regiment.
Like millions of unwilling young men I had been called up
to do my National Service. However, after experiencing life
at the Depot in Chester, I realised that by signing on I would
be paid to play football and cricket, have lots of long
holidays and travel the world. So I signed on and in
Hodgsons Camp, Suez, with my white knees glistening in
the sun, I began my new career as a professional killer.

After six years of keeping my nose clean I attained the rank
of Sergeant. Having successfully completed several jungle
patrols I felt that my career had recovered from the Suez
debacle and that I was on course for greater things. But it
was not to be. Having been ill for several weeks I was
eventually posted to Battalion Headquarters at Segamet to
allow me to fully recover my fitness. My new job was
Sergeants Mess Caterer, not an onerous job, but a
responsible one. The smooth running of the Mess lay on my
shoulders but the duties were relatively light. The Mess itself
was a long single storey building built open plan style. The
layout was simple.The bar was at one end, the centre portion
was the lounge, and a dining area at the opposite end to the
bar. This meant that anyone, being anywhere in the mess,
could not help but see and hear all that was happening.

After some months of general duties and interminable
training – which consisted mainly of travelling on foot
through large segments of the Arabian and Sinai Deserts –
my big moment arrived. Proudly I wrote home to tell my
father, a World War one veteran, that his youngest son was
about to take his first step along the road to a Field
Marshal’s baton via a junior NCO’s Cadre.
On the day the said Cadre ended the list of successful
candidates was published on Part One Orders. And I was
amongst the first to have the gleaming white stripe sewn into
position. When all the other new NCOs had made their
preparations we all assembled in the NAAFI to celebrate our
success. During the course of the evening the newly fledged
Lance Corporals christened their new stripes with copious
amounts of Anchor Beer which meant it was not too long
before it became necessary to visit the nearest ‘Desert Rose’.
This was situated a fair distance from the NAAFI so like
many before me, I went behind the huge canteen doors.. As I
was laying the dust a friendly hand was laid on my soldier
and a concerned voise asked if I was OK?. My reply was
that I felt fine. Things happened very quickly after that. The
owner of the friendly hand, a Regimental Policeman,
marched me at great speed to the Guard Room where I was
put behind bars. Next morning shortly after dawn, I was
marched again at even greater speed to an unexpected
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After taking lunch members would sit around reading,
playing cards, listening to music or snoozing the lunch hour
away. During this time I was on duty serving drinks and
generally making sure that everything ran smoothly. I was
expected to wait for my lunch until everyone had eaten. And
so it happened that one day, feeling rather peckish, but
having made sure members did not require my services, I sat
down to eat.
Shortly after I had started the RSM, WO1 H.G. Birkby MM,
arrived late, and was in a foul mood. Having soundly berated
the mess waiter for being slow in serving his lunch he turned
his attention to me. Although acutely aware of his presence I
had not actually looked at or spoken to him. Suddenly a
water jug was slammed down on the table in front of me.
“Ice!” snarled the RSM. Silently I stood up, picked up the
jug and without even glancing in his direction walked
through the lounge to the bar. Opening the ice chest I took
the largest block of ice I could find and wedged it into the
neck of the jug. As I made the return journey through the

lounge I was conscious of the members still present leaving
very rapidly via doors and windows. They obviously did not
want to witness the carnage that was about to be unleashed.
By the time I reached the dining roon the RSM and I were
alone in the building. Carefully placing the jug in front of
him I sat down and carried on with my meal. The RSM
completed his lunch and left without uttering a word. I was
stunned by what I considered to be a successful outcome to
the confrontation, but not as stunned as I was to be!....
Thirty minutes after lunch had ended, just as I was settling
down to my daily siesta, a CSM and two Colour Sergeants
entered the mess and announced that they had come to do a
stock check. As this was a fairly routine event I felt no sense
of impending doom. Fifteen minutes later verdict was
announced. “ There are 90 dollars worth of stock missing”
said the CSM. “It’s not missing “ I replied opening the Mess
Credit book and there for all to see were inscribed the words
90 dollars – Mess Guests followed by the RSMs signature.
But my effort at self defence failed. “ Queens Regulations
forbids the giving of credit so you are 90 dollars short. You
are on open arrest, prepare yourself to appear before the
CO”. It was only after the CSM finished speaking that I
began to experience a distinct feeling of déjà vu. And I was
correct. Thirty minutes later I stood before the CO. Forty
five minutes after that I was sitting surrounded by my
hastily packed kit, in the back of a landrover bouncing up a
jungle track on my way to my new home in D Company.
Once again the YoYo Syndrome had struck. I had lost a
stripe but unlike the Suez incident I had two left. Once again
I feel I may have set a precedent. I must be the only soldier
ever to have been demoted because of a very large ice
cube.
A few weeks after the dramatic events in the Segamet Sgts'
Mess I lay on my bed, in D Company HQ, laboriously
painting myself purple.Malayan veterans will recall that a
liberal coating of Gentian Violet was the supposed cure for
prickly heat , but in my experience that though initially
soothing it had no lasting effect. My efforts were interrupted
by a messenger who told me I should report to the Guard
Room at the double. As I approached I could see the guard
leaving the tent en masse. Apprehensively I enter to discover
that the only person present was RSM. Birkby. The
interview that followed was short but decidedly sweet. The
RSM enquired as to whom I thought was the boss. My reply
was three little words “You are sir!”. The news that followed
could not have been better. I was given thirty minutes to
pack my kit in order to return to Segamet with him where I
would be a student in the forthcoming Senior NCO’s cadre.
A few weeks later I was welcomed back into the Mess by
the RSM. I later discovered that it was at his personel

instigation that I was given the chance to resurrect my
career.
In February 1959 I was posted back to the Dale where I
renewed my acquaintance with Mr Birkby who was Depot
RSM. It was where the dreaded YoY o Syndromr reared it’s
ugly head again. It was Dinner Night at the Dale. I had
spent the day on Altcar Ranges in the pouring rain, and on
the return trip the coach broke down. When I eventually
arrived back at the Depopt I barely had time to dress. I
rushed to my quarters, did a quick change as a result of
which I dashed into the Mess wearing my belt. The RSM,
though entertaining members and guests at the piano, did not
miss my heinous breech of etiquette. He ceased playing just
long enough to to make my sin public knowledge and to
pronounce the traditional penance of “Drinks all round”.
And as I wrote down the ever lengthening list of drinks,
which I knew I could never pay for, a familiar red mist
descended and I planned my response to this rank injustice.
So, when all present had been served their drinks, As I
approached Ginger, who was still seated at the piano, the
mess fell silent, they could see what was about to happen but
unlike Malaya there was no escape they all had to sit and
witness the bloodletting that would surely follow.
Reaching over Gingers shoulder and placing his drink on the
piano top I said “ Your whisky sir” paused for a second or
two and then, putting a fire bucket next to the whisky
continued “ and here’s your water!”. In the short pregnant
silence that followed I could feel the stripes falling from my
arm. But to my surprise, and enourmous relief, the RSM and
everyone present burst out laughing. When the hilarity died
down Ginger announced that such bravery derserved a just
reward and said “mess guests!”. In reacting as he did Mr
Birkby not only enhanced his own reputation, he also saved
my career and provided me with the cure for the YoYo
Syndrome. From then on I was never again tempted to buck
military authority. However, I must admit that later, in
civilian life, the cure ceased to be affective. But that is
another story…..

SNIPPETS
When we were in Spain, there were too many Spanish people.
Nobody told us there would be so many foreigners.
It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica. It too the
Americans only three hours. This seems unfair
Although the brochure says that there was a fully equipped
kitchen, there was no egg slicer.
It should be explained in the brochure that the local shops do not
sell proper biscuits, like custard creams or ginger nuts.
The beach was too sandy. We had to clean everything when we
returned to our room.
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and the British troops on the ground expect to be advancing,
or standing firm at worst. The author highlights the fact that
senior commanders often did not believe their own
intelligence, even when provided by the Royal Flying Corps.
It was only when the French took the decision to withdraw
that the BEF had no choice but to follow suit. Unfortunately
there was no withdrawal plan and maps issued were more
useful for getting the BEF to Berlin, than to Paris, which was
the line of withdrawal.

BOOK REVIEW

The fact that the withdrawal of the BEF and French forces
happened without a catastrophe was a miracle on its own.
The withdrawal began in daylight whilst in contact with the
enemy and with no proper plan. Rear echelons and refugees
blocked the withdrawal - not a happy state of affairs and had
the Germans been able to continue their advance chaos
would almost certainly have ensued.

I am indebted to Paddy Jackson, who brought this book to
my attention. Paddy's father was a captain in D Company at
Audregnies in 1914. Great - finally a book about the
Cheshires and Norfolks stand against the German 1st Army
on 24th August 1914 - or so I thought!
The book was not available at the well known bookshops,
but I managed to order it online. It was whilst unwrapping it
that my heart began to sink. The picture on the front cover
was of cavalrymen and the sub-title was "The Flank Guard
Action and The First Cavalry Charge of The Great War, 24
August 1914". The back cover also contained three quotes,
all referring to the cavalry action at Audregnies.
With a degree of trepidation I settled down to read the book
and I was soon transported into the world of politics and
logistics. The first third of the book concentrated on the
political machinations, and also the politics within the Army
higher command. Interesting stuff and some facts that
caught my eye were that just under 62% of the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) was made up of reservists.;
200,000 horses were needed by the BEF, and having only
25,000 it was a mammoth task to bring it up to strength.
Fitting out ships to accomodate horses, and the physical
loading of horses on and off ships was particularly time
consuming. The Defence of the Realm Act is highlighted
and the author points out that this act stifled the press from
reporting factually on the war.
The preparations and build up of cavalry units receives
plenty of attention, but the Cheshires only receive a couple
of passing mentions until Page 136. We continue to learn
about the actions and sometimes inactions of Higher
Command and it came as no surprise to learn that in August
1914 the staff of higher formations were living almost
exclusively on Fortnum and Mason hampers!
It is almost half-way through the book before it concentrates
on the main contact between the Germans and the BEF. As
the German 1st Army advances through Belgium the French
and British commanders become unsure of each's intentions
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The author goes on to write about the task of the rear guard
(or flank guard) being given to the Norfolks, Cheshires and
119th Field Battery, with overall command given to Lt Col
Ballard of the Norfolks. The Cheshires were first sent one
way, for three miles, then six miles in another direction.
This was particularly hard for the reservists, who had done a
great deal of marching with full kit in the last few days, the
softness of civvy street was certainly beginning to show on
their bodies, but clearly not their indomitable spirits. The
Cheshires were still getting into their final positions with the
enemy drawing ever closer. It was at this time that the
cavalry were ordered to charge, distracting the enemy and
giving the infantry more time to prepare.
The charge of the 9th Lancers and 4th Dragoon Guards was
premature, with their target some 1200 metres away.
Withering German fire ripped into them and agricultural
barbed wire brought the charge to an ignominious halt, well
short of the German positions. The book goes into some
detail about the charge and its aftermath. Clearly there were
great deeds and amazing gallantry shown by the cavalry.
The 9th Lancers were also instrumental in rescuing the guns
of 119th Field Battery and I was very moved to read the
letter written by Captain Francis Grenfell 9L, writing to the
parents of a Lt Pollard RA many months afterwards. Two
sentences in particular - "No English regiment could have
stood by without saying "Can we give you a hand?" Had the
senior officer done so (stood by), he would not have been an
Englishman".
The book is full of individual acts of heroism, interspersed
with some acts of kindness and respect shown by one side to
another. Perhaps from a Cheshire point of view the acts of
Lieutenants Elliot and Frost were well worthy of mention.
Also Privates Vaughan and Moore, who you may have read
about in a recent CRA newsletter. I liked the details, such as
Lt Elliot trying on several occasions to break his family
sword to prevent it falling into enemy hands. When
captured, the German officer had seen what he had tried to
do, and promptly handed the sword back to Elliott. He was
to lose it again when the prioress of St Bernard's Priory
would not allow him to keep it in the priory. The sword was

handed to the parish secretary and Elliot was able to collect
it when he went back in 1919.

GUARANTEED' VETERANS' JOB
INTERVIEWS TO BEGIN THIS YEAR

Despite my earlier concerns, the actions of the Cheshires and
British military veterans are to receive guaranteed interviews
Norfolks are well described. The withdrawal of the
for civil service jobs, beginning later this year.
Norfolks, with the Cheshires (and 1 company of Norfolks)
The scheme is being launched by the Office for Veterans'
left exposed is examined in great detail.
Affairs, which says former personnel who apply for civil
service roles will definitely get the chance to be interviewed.
I really enjoyed the diary format of the book and it was very
helpful to follow the German actions that were also
The office says applicants will need to meet what it calls
incorporated into the narrative. The aftermath and a very
"basic minimum criteria" in order to get an interview.
good analysis take up the final two chapters. It is here that
The initiative, which is due to begin in the spring, was first
the author points the finger at both Lt Col Ballard and Lt Col
announced in the Conservative Party's manifesto for the
Boger as culpable for the Cheshires failure to withdraw. I
2019 General Election.
think that Boger has been unfairly treated here. Never at any
stage had he been told about the BEF's withdrawal. By
Minister for Defence, People and Veterans, Johnny Mercer,
around 1600 hours he has drawn his own conclusions about
said: "Service personnel are agile, strategic and excellent
what was happening around him and seeks out Lt Col
team players - a guaranteed interview will shine a light on
Ballard in order to confirm his orders. Ballard had
these skills and help boost job prospects."
already withdrawn and shortly after this time Boger is
incapacitated by two wounds and unable to continue in
Minister for the Cabinet Office, Oliver Dowden, who
command. The author also suggests that it is a little trite
represents the Office for Veterans’ Affairs (OVA) in Cabinet
judging against manuals and regulatuions with the benefit
said: "The end of military service should not mean an end to
of hindsight - I entirely agree.
serving our great country.
"From teamwork to problem-solving, our veterans have
Appendix B, showing casualties on both sides is
incredible skills and experience that employers on civvy
incomplete. From a Cheshire point of view it is galling to
street, and indeed Whitehall, are crying out for.
see 677 officers and men described as missing/POW, when
"I want to see even more of our ex-servicemen and women
almost certainly the vast proportion of these could also have
join the public sector so we all benefit from their talents."
appeared in the wounded column, which is left blank.

VETERANS' ID CARD

The book is full of some excellent diagrams, maps and
photographs, which help to bring the narrative to life. The
book also claims that it has avoided telling the story from a
single unit perspective, which is true to some extent.
Nevertheless, I think that the book leans heavily on the
cavalry view and it is no coincidence that the author, Major
Philip Watson served as a cavalryman.

The cards allow veterans to easily verify their service to the
NHS, their local authority, and charities, helping them to
access support and services where needed. All other veterans
will be able to apply for a new ID card by the end of this
year, to mark their time in the armed forces.

Even although I have studied the actions at Audregnies in
some detail, and visited the battleground on two occasions, I
am certainly now much wiser on many events that were
shrouded in the fog of war. Overall a very good read.

Minister for Defence People and Veterans Tobias Ellwood
said: "We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the ex-forces
community, and we are working hard to ensure they receive
the support they deserve".

One final gripe - it appears that the book lacked a proof
reader. Too many typos that a computer spell checker would
not pick up!
George Szwejkowski

These new cards celebrate the great commitment and
dedication of those who have served this country, and hope
they can provide a further link to ex-personnel and the
incredible community around them.

SNIPPETS
They should not allow topless sunbathing on the beach. It
was very distracting for my husband, who just wanted to
relax.
On our holiday to Goa in India, we were disgusted to find
that almost every restaurant served curry. We don't like
spicy food.

Veterans UK - which manages pensions and compensation
payments for the armed forces local authorities, service
charities, NHS and GPs will also benefit from the change, as
they will not have to conduct time-consuming checks to
identify individual veterans.
The new ID card is one of three that are available to service
leavers. Personnel leaving the armed forces are also able to
keep their military IDs, known as the MOD Form 90,
allowing them to maintain their emotional connection with
their service. Additionally, veterans can access a range of
14

We booked an excursion to a water park, but nobody told us
that we had to bring our own swimsuits and towels. We
assumed it would be included in the price.
We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there was no
air-conditioning.
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OBITUARY

who was studying to become a physiotherapist at a
neighbouring hospital. They married in 1970.

MAJOR TJ BOCK MBE THE 22ND ( CHESHIRE
REGIMENT

From a cold army quarter with a rather smarter address than
the property, No.4 Park Lane, they returned to rejoin the
Battalion in Wavell Barracks, West Berlin in 1971, a
wonderful experience at the height of the Cold War and an
ideal posting for a young married couple.

After a long and rare debilitating illness lasting through
some 20 years, Major Terry Bock died peacefully at home in
Oxfordshire on 12 September 2019. He is survived by his
very loving and supportive wife Jacqui, son Andrew and
constant and faithful companion, Henry, his dog.
Terry was born in Nairobi in 1945 and enjoyed a typical
happy colonial life, much of it outdoors involving a wide
range of sporting activities. He had climbed Mount
Kilimanjaro by the time he was 13 and had already learnt to
drive at the same age.
When he was 16, a few years after his father died, he
travelled to UK by ship to join the 6 th form at Pangbourne
Nautical College which traditionally prepared boys to
become Merchant and Royal Naval officers. Terry was keen
to join the Royal Navy but after several trips at sea during
which he was regularly seasick he changed his choice to the
Army and began selection for a place at RMA Sandhurst
instead !
He started his 2 year RMAS course in 1964 and was
commissioned in July1966. Terry had no particular
Regimental preferences but was quickly spotted by Major
Philip Oulton (Big Phil) who was an instructor at Sandhurst
at the time. He recognised Terry's potential as an athlete for
the 22nd of Foot, (whose athletics team were then Army
inter unit champions), as well as his prowess at swimming,
representing the Army on several occasions, particularly at
that most difficult of strokes, butterfly.
During his attendance on the School of Infantry Junior
Officers Tactics Course at Warminster, where conveniently
the 1st Battalion had the role of the Demonstration Battalion,
the demo troops knowing that Terry was going to be joining
the Battalion as one of their own, looked after him very well
on the many student Exercises with useful hints on map
reading, Exercise sequence of events and locations of enemy
positions!

After a year or so as anti tank platoon commander, with
wonderful opportunities to see his potential Warsaw Pact
targets for real, he was on the move again to take over 65
Army Youth Team based at The Dale, Chester. With his
outdoorsy upbringing and sporting prowess he was ideally
suited and an excellent role model for potential recruits.
In true Army fashion he was soon on the move again to
rejoin the Battalion in Minden in 1976 as a Support
Company 2ic, particular highlights of which were Exercise
Medicine Man at BATUS, Canada and an Op Banner tour in
Londonderry.
This was to be Terry's last tour with the Battalion, thereafter
he served as a Staff Captain in Antwerp responsible for the
resupply of BAOR in the event of war and then with 1
Staffords from 1980-82 as Company Commander in
Northern Ireland, Weeton Camp (a place he knew well from
his time there pre- Bahrain in 1968) and Gibraltar. Their
short time in Gibraltar was something of a Cheshire reunion
with two other members of the Regiment serving there at the
same time, Captains Alan Rayner and Mike(Taffy) Tarbuck.
On return he was appointed SO2 Cadets at HQ North West
District, living yet again at Weeton Camp, a place he just
didn't seem able to escape. There was a short interlude of a 6
month spell in 1983 in the Falklands (post war) where
coincidentally another Cheshire officer was also serving,
Denis Lockhart. There was a bit of good natured rivalry
between them as both vied for use of an ex- Argentinian 4x4
with call sign 22 boldly painted on the door ! They were to
serve together again at Depot Lichfield, when Terry was
appointed OC Recruits Company while Denis was his boss,
as CO.

He moved with the Battalion on a 9 month unaccompanied
tour to Bahrain in October 1968 , happy at last to get into
some proper realistic soldiering. He commanded a platoon
in B Company under Major Dick Peel where both were a
duo to reckoned with on the hockey pitch, winning the inter
-company competition. Indeed Terry for a long time was
captain of the Battalion team.

In the mid 80's MOD ( Army) decided to enhance the size of
the TA and raise extra battalions. In April 1986 The
Regiment was tasked with raising the 3rd ( Volunteer)
Battalion The Cheshire Regiment with a new Battalion HQ,
HQ Company, two new rifle companies and take on two
existing rifle companies from 1 and 2 MERCIAN. This was
to be achieved by 1989 when the Regiment would celebrate
its 300th Anniversary since formation. Terry was chosen to be
the Project Officer and working from a temporary HQ in
Northwich Drill Hall, with a skeleton of permanent staff, set
about finding suitable Company locations and recruiting the
soldiers to fill them. On the arrival of the new CO in late
1987 the Battalion was pretty much fully staffed and
recruited and Terry then became the Training Major. His
sterling efforts in setting up 3 CHESHIRE were recognised
by the award of well deserved MBE.

On return from Bahrain in August 1969 Terry was posted to
IJLB in Oswestry at Park Hall Camp, a life changing
experience as it was there that he met his wife to be, Jacqui,

His final 4 years in the Army saw him posted to the
Directorate of Army Quartering ( barracks and
infrastructure) working both in Chessington and Old Sarum.

On joining the Battalion he saw little of his platoon initially
as he had been identified as a potential 400m runner and was
quickly told to join the Athletics Squad who were on full
time training for the Army Championships and more often
than not, excused Exercises and Guards and Duties!
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In 1992 at the age of 47 he decided to call it a day and retire
to their home in Oxfordshire while he looked for another
job. He became Chief Administrative Officer in the Planning
Department of West Oxfordshire District Council until ill
health forced him to give up the job in 2003.

LAST POST

Despite his failing health Terry continued to play golf
regularly but only with the assistance of a personalised red
golf buggy adorned with gold “ go faster” stripes and a TJB
number plate! As his condition deteriorated they decided to
move to a more suitable property, one with an indoor
swimming pool. Swimming had always been very much part
of his life and as his mobility was now very limited, this was
one exercise he could still do and enjoy. It was also a very
important part of his treatment and therapy, but as the years
moved on this also became impossible.
Their son married in 2016 but sadly Terry couldn't attend
the wedding but was able to watch it by video link. A
grandson followed in the year before he died which was a
wonderful comfort and joy to him.
Terry had been ill for a very long time and suffered greatly
towards the end. It was very humbling to see him bear his
illness with great courage and bravery when he knew the
odds were against him making any sort of recovery. He
never let him self get down or complained; it was just so
very sad to see him a mere shadow of his former self.
Terry had a relaxed, easy going manner both with
individuals and groups yet could be firm and demanding
when necessary but always with justice and understanding.
He was altogether a very robust individual, who remained
young at heart, full of the enjoyment of life and in true 22nd
fashion, kept himself very fit. Always approachable and
generous with is time to anybody, he was kind, considerate
and great company and rarely came into conflict with
anyone. Most will remember his wonderful chortling laugh
and a lively sense of humour while his warmth and
friendliness endeared him to everyone. Always consistent
and never trying to be something he wasn't, he gave 100 %
to his soldiers and was well respected and admired by all
those who were privileged to be under his command and
guidance.

Lt Paul J Barrow
Died Jan 2020
Serv no: 442816 1955 – 1959 Served at Spandau
Bill Corn
Bunbury
Died 14 feb 2020 aged 98
Stephen Gandy
Died 2 Jan 2020
Serv no; 24150243
Joseph James (“Mick”) Green died 16th December 2019
Aged 80 years
Served 1st Bn – Malaya 1957
Leslie Green
Died Dec 2019 aged 103
John Pemperton Jones
17 Dec 2019 aged 85
Serv no: 23155752 served Berlin & Malaya
W Jones
Died May 2019
Serv no: 23253949 served 1st Bn 1955 – 1958

Terry made many friends during the course of his life cruelly
cut short and he will be greatly missed by all those who had
the good fortune of knowing him.

Robert George Nottage
Macclesfield
Died: 8 Nov 2019
Serv no: 24258851 served 1 Ches 1973 - 1982

Roddy Bridge

Cyril Rogerson
Died 19 dec 2019 aged 92
Michael Rostron
Died 1 feb 2020
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