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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

EDITORIAL
I know that as you get older you find that more and more
contemporaries are posted to higher formation. It can
become very depressing, and perhaps the last few months
have been particularly depressing, when we have lost
some very notable regimental personalities. What is
equally depressing is that their passing receives little
recognition in this newsletter. It would be nice to
hear about them from
their
friends
and former
comrades, no matter how long or short the article.
With all the recent political machinations and of course the
forthcoming election, it will be interesting to see whether
the newly formed Office for Veterans' Affairs is fit for purpose.
I am not holding my breath.
Despite previous requests, there has been little in the way of
support for this newsletter. I am going to try to soldier on, but
if
support
does
not
materialise, then the next
newsletter will probably be the last. If you do have
anything to contribute to the next issue, then please send
it to me by Monday 16th March 2020.You can e-mail
me (preferable) at:

This year seems to have been and gone in the blink of an eye, no
wonder we all look older every time we see each other. Life for the
CRA has been just as busy in 2019 than in other year in our history
with plenty happening around for both the CRA and the Branches.
The big discussion point this period has been the news that the MOD
have informed us that the cost of using the Club rooms in the Castle
will increase more than twelve-fold which is unfortunately not
affordable for the CRA with the income the bar generates. This is of
course on the back of the news that the club continues to lose money
and as a result the trustees have made the difficult decision not to
renew the CRA License at the end of this year. The CRA will
continue to maintain a liquor license and this will be used by B
Company, 4 Mercian (V), who have confirmed that they will be
running a bar at The Castle for Chester Races for CRA members and
friends.
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Chairman's Column continued:

VIEW FROM THE CASTLE

The East Cheshire Reunion is going from strength to strength
and the reunion this year was yet another excellent evening
enjoyed by all who attended. Several changes were made this
year but the biggest one was changing the band by bringing in
The Eccles Borough Band, I must admit it was a resounding
success. Congratulations to Mike Pilkington and Tony Angel
as the new organisers, in their first year in charge, along with
Stockport Branch and good luck for the future with this
important reunion.
Fundraising seems to be going well, with some really good
news for both ongoing causes, I hope many of you have
donated to one, or hopefully both, of our two worthy causes
now that the Trustees for the Regimental statue in Chester
have decided not to proceed in favour of a memorial at the
NMA. If you haven’t donated yet please consider doing so
and support these two worthy causes. As a reminder the
details are as follows:
The Regimental Memorial at NMA
https://www.gofundme.com/help-raise-money-for-amemorial-at-the-nma and:
The Tree Plaques at the NMA,
https://www.facebook.com/donate/2626946823985268/, to
remember those murdered in the Dropping Well Bomb.

Without doubt, the biggest and most time-consuming subject
in recent weeks has been the Regimental Club. Following the
AGM, arrangements were made to install a broadband
connection and open the club so that members could watch
live sports in good company. Sadly, a request for help with
this project made on the CRA Facebook page ("The Cheshire
Regiment Association", in case you don't know about it) did
not produce any results. This meant that things took longer to
arrange than we would have liked. However, a spanner was
thrown into the works when a review of rents and charges
across the Defence Estate shocked us with a massive rise of
over 12 times what we have been paying for many years and
added utility charges as well. The simple fact was that we did
not have enough cash to meet the new rent etc and reluctantly,
in order to avoid the CRA going into debt, the Trustees
decided that, in the event that no reduction could be achieved,
the Club would cease trading at the end of December. At the
time of writing, it is unlikely that this will change, however,
Chester Branch have agreed to rent the bar area only for
Friday nights and will meet there weekly and passing CRA
members will always be welcome to join them.
Thanks to Cheshire Military Museum and 4 MERCIAN, the
Annual Race Day Gathering in May will go ahead on
Thursday 7th May. Because of the change of date of the May
Day Bank Holiday to Friday 8th May to commemorate the
VE Day 75th Anniversary, Chester Races May Festival was
moved forward by a day and the date of our gathering
coincides, as it has done for many years, with the last day of
the races.

We seem to lose members at an alarming rate, something to
do with the age of members rather than anything else, and this
year has been no different. I would like to mention the passing
of Alan Kennedy. Alan was Chairman, amongst other jobs, of
Stockport Branch for many years and was also a Trustee of
The Cheshire Regiment Management Committee (CRAMC) CRA activity continues apace, it is heartening to see groups
and then a Trustee of the CRA Charity.
like Bimble 22 and the 22nd Riders as well as the Branches
organising events. Our regular reunions too, are doing well,
Now that The East Cheshire Reunion and Remembrance
the East Cheshire Reunion was well attended, but there is
Sunday are behind us our thoughts turn towards the Ballykelly
always room for even more to attend. The Ypres Pilgrimage,
Memorial Service on the 8th December, unfortunately I will be
so long organised by Tranmere Branch, has just taken place.
unable to attend as I will be recuperating from Knee
The Droppin' Well memorial service is going ahead, thanks to
Replacement Surgery and not allowed to fly, I know those
the efforts of Kenny Cooper and his team in Limavady. In
few attending will do us proud as they always do.
February, we look forward to the Meeanee Dinner and Dance
Joe Murphy tells us that for our Spring Reunion, following in The Mill Hotel, Chester on the 22nd, tickets are still
bumper years, the numbers of people buying tickets is below available at £36 each, for details please email
the numbers required. Joe will keep badgering people to buy cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com.
tickets, as he does so well, but if there is insufficient take up
On the last Sunday in August, I was joined by Lawrence
then it may be necessary to cancel the event which will be a
Dunning in Audregnies and together with representatives
real shame so if you normally attend but haven’t bought your
from the local council and people of the village, we
ticket or committed yourself yet please get in touch with Joe.
commemorated the heroic stand of the 1st Battalion on 24th
Peter Gresty August 1914. Wreaths were laid at the war graves in the
village cemetery and at the memorial on the battlefield. In
SNIPPETS
addition, Remembrance Crosses were placed at the regimental
graves in the nearby cemeteries of Elouges, Wiheries and
Unfortunately, Slimming World has had to cancel its
Quievrain. It is truly amazing that even after the passing of a
meetings here on Saturday mornings as the group is too
Century, they honour our forebears in such a way.
large for the room.
TEP
A poster seen in a leisure centre sent in by Ross Anderson
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THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27th JULY 2019
Present: Peter Gresty (Chairman), Alan Kennedy (Trustee), John Donaldson (Halton Branch),
Peter Jackson (Birkenhead Branch), George Szwejkowski (Southern Region and Trustee),
Major Eddie Pickering MBE (Secretary and Trustee)
Apologies were received from John Fairbanks (Chester Branch)

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked those
attending. A moment of silence to remember those members
who have recently died, was observed. He commented that
these meetings were important to ensure the good
governance of the Cheshire Regiment Association. In his
address, he mentioned that 98 year old Percy Cooke, a CRA
stalwart for many years, was not in the best of health and
wished him well for a speedy recovery. Reviewing recent
events, he thanked South Wirral Branch for taking over the
Ellesmere Port commemorations at the memorials in the
Boat Museum and Whitby Park and reflected that had it
been advertised, more CRA members might have been in
attendance. He also congratulated Southern Region Branch
on their 20th Anniversary dinner to which both he and the
Secretary had been invited. He thanked George
Szwejkowski for another good newsletter and stated that to
ensure continued success, more contributions were needed
for each edition.
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed.
There were no matters arising and were passed, as read.
3. The Secretary presented the accounts for the financial
year ending to date. The accounts show a healthy financial
position, with no creditors other than the current BT bill.
4. The minutes of the AGM were reviewed. The Chairman
reported that at the AGM, no awards were presented, but in
fact there had been three nominations, all from Southern
Region Branch and it had been decided to present them at
the Southern Region Anniversary Dinner. The following
people received General Martin Awards for their
contribution to Branch life: Brigadier Tony Twiss, John
Ferns and Mrs Lynne Taylor. He also mentioned that
fundraising for the NMA Memorial is under way, and it
appears that approximately £2800 of the target of £20000
has been raised. He has had no indication of the progress of
fundraising events or plans for future fundraising.

5. A discussion was held on the current state of the CRA. It
was noted that Ellesmere Port Branch has ceased activity,
Limavady Branch is struggling against a lack of support and
Peter Jackson reported that Birkenhead Branch is beginning
to find life difficult. It was accepted that the main reasons
are connected with age and infirmity in the established
branches and it appears that “younger” veterans are not keen
on the formality of belonging to branches, but are happy to
share comradeship at less formal events such as Race Day
and impromptu get-togethers.
6. Future events were discussed: a. East Cheshire Reunion,
26th October at Stockport. Tickets are now on sale. b.
Droppin Well Memorial 8th December. c. Meeanee
Reunion. 22nd February, AGM at 1200hrs and Dinner
Dance in The Mill Hotel from 1900hrs. d. Race Day
gathering May 2020. This may present difficulties in view of
the change of Bank Holiday date and the impact on public
transport timetables. e. Malaya Singapore Reunion. Details
are awaited from Walsall Branch.
7. Other business. George Szwejkowski repeated the
Chairman’s request for Newsletter contributions saying that
it gets harder and harder to produce a quality publication
with insufficient material. He also stated that all tickets for
the Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday have been taken up.
8. Date of next meeting, 25th January 2020.

SNIPPETS
The next Matinee Film screening in support of
Halesworth Dementia Trust will be La La Land.
From a sign spotted in Halesworth Sussex by John
Underwood
A 12-week-old kitten was rescued from inside a
living room sofa after fire officers chopped it up with
hacksaws and hydraulic cutters.
From the Northern Echo sent in by Ian Forsyth
A New Study finds that Uranus opens every few
hours to release solar wind.
From the International Business Times sent in by Joe Isham

3

MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 19TH AUGUST 2019
Present: Peter Gresty (Chairman), Alan Kennedy (Trustee) John Fairbanks, George
Szwejkowski (Trustee) by telephone, Maj Eddie Pickering MBE (Secretary and
Trustee)
The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked everyone for
attending at short notice. He explained that it was necessary
to discuss the MOD's rise in the rental for the club rooms.
We have received notification from Defence Infrastructure
Organisation (DIO) that the rent for the Club will be
increased from £1200 per annum to £14500 per annum from
1st January 2020.
They have offered an alternative
arrangement for "weekend" occupancy at £4170 per annum.
Both of these sums exclude charges for services. This rate is
comparable with commercial property rents for Chester city
centre.
The Secretary explained that to meet the new full use annual
rent, there would need to be a weekly increase in sales of
£658 above the current level. To meet the "weekend rent" an
increase of £182 each and every weekend would be necessary.
This does not include any wages for extra opening, nor the
charge for services. He reminded everyone that the Club had
made a loss of £2376 in the last Financial Year and that
current assets were in the region of £10000.
Following a discussion, it was generally agreed that it was
unlikely that custom would increase to the level required to
generate the income required.

The Chairman proposed that in order to prevent the
Regimental Association being exposed to debt, that the
Club closes at the end of December. Carried.
John Fairbanks stated that this would have a detrimental
effect on Chester Branch and this was acknowledged.
The Secretary pointed out that the Local Authority
premises licence expires at the end of November and he
undertook to contact them and discuss an extension to
cover the commitments made for Christmas functions.
He also remarked that 3 non CRA organisations
(Chester Lions, WRACA and WRNSA) use the club and
they have paid subscriptions to do so.
The Chairman outlined the next steps:
A full inventory to be produced as soon as is practicable,
items which have been donated will be offered back to
the donors, other items will be classified for resale or
disposal.
He undertook to inform the CRA President and Vice
Presidents
The Secretary will notify the Steward of the closure and
make arrangements for redundancy payments.
The Secretary will inform members by email at noon on
30th August..
There being no further business, the meeting closed

EDITH CAVELL
On Saturday 12th October the annual commemoration of
Edith Cavell's death was held at her statue adjacent to
Trafalgar Square.
Brigadier Tony Twiss laid a wreath on behalf of the
Cheshire Regiment Association. The Southern Region
secretary and almoner were also in attendance.
We commemorate the assistance given by Edith Cavell to
members of the Cheshire Regiment following the Battle of
Mons in August 1914. In all she assisted over 200 allied
soldiers to escape the clutches of the Germans, before she
was captured and executed on 12th October 1915.
The organisers were very grateful to the CRA (Southern)
Region, who helped to sponsor the refreshments afterwards.
Tony Twiss laid a wreath on behalf of the CRA
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EAST CHESHIRE REUNION
Saturday 26th October saw the 71st Annual Reunion. As was traditional, the
evening began with a march on of the standard, carried out by Derek Sykes in
exemplary manner. A wreath was then laid for our fallen comrades, before pages
of the Book of Remembrance were turned by members of the CRA. The names of
those who had passed to higher formation since the last reunion, were then read
out by Peter Gresty, Chairman of the CRA.
The formal part of the evening was completed by the blowing of "Last Post" and
"Reveille" by the Eccles Borough Band. We then worked up an appetite by
singing "Abide with Me". As we sang, I couldn't help thinking about Alan
Jennings, who had been such a big part of the CRA and the East Cheshire
Reunion for so many years, but was not here this year. It was good to see
the event supported so well, although alas the numbers dwindle each year.
The hot-pot was of good quality and quantity, evidenced by the large number of
"seconds" with a good selection of cheese and biscuits to follow, all washed
down with copious amounts of John Smiths, or similar beverage.
This year General Keith Skempton took on the duties of the Presiding Officer. It
was great to see so many members of the CRA, who give the East Cheshire
Reunion their support every year, some travelling long distances in order to
attend. Finally and most importantly, we must thank Tony Angel, Mike
Pilkington and all the other helpers for organising another excellent
evening.
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REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND
Remembrance began as usual with the Field of Remembrance in the grounds of
Westminster Abbey in London. Prince Harry once again visited all the plots and with a
slight break from tradition, brought his wife, Meghan, or should I say the Duchess of Sussex.
The Cheshire Regiment Plot was presented by Brigadier WKL Prosser CBE MC.
Supporting him were Brigadier Tony Twiss, Col Bob Stewart DSO, Major Tim Park
QGM, Jill Park, Peter Kearnes, Trevor Taylor, George Szwejkowski, Lynne
Szwejkowski, Gary Woodruff and Julian Stott.
On Sunday 10th November 21 of us formed up on Horse Guards Parade in order to
represent the Cheshire Regiment Association. It was a fairly bright, though cloudy day,
but mercifully no hint of rain. The occasional stamping of feet indicated that the
temperature was very much seasonal. After the usual melee for space in our column, we
marched out onto Whitehall to the claps and cheers of the local citizenry. It was a long wait
until proceedings got under way, the intervening period taken up with old comrades
catching up and reminiscing, helped by the odd nip on a flask of Jameson, or similar
inebriant (just to warm the cockles).
When proceedings got under way we managed to follow events on the giant screen, which
this year was behind us. The last Post, Two Minutes Silence and Reveille were all
scrupulously observed. We then patiently waited as the great and the good laid their
wreathes, and then finally it was the turn of the veterans to march.

Prince Harry chatting to WO2 Greg
Hedgis, Dog Handler to Pte Watchman
VI (Mercian Regt Mascot)
This year we were the third column to march, so we clapped
and cheered the first two columns, until at last it was our turn to
march past the Cenotaph. As always it is difficult to keep a
decent distance from the group in front, particularly as the
column ground to a halt on a regular basis. This year we had
Julian Stott "volunteered" to call out the step, vital when we
turned the corner and lost the sound of the drum.

Almost back to Horse Guards Parade

Paying our respects and laying our wreath at the
Cenotaph is our main aim, but it never ceases to give a warm
feeling when the music from the bands of the Guards
Regiments diminish, but are replaced by the cheers and
clapping of the throngs of spectators lining the route. If you
have not experienced it, then think about joining us next year.

Back on Horse Guards after marching past the Cenotaph
After the long waiting and then the march-past we
had all worked up a thirst and an appetite. With
thanks to Lynne Szwejkowski we once again had
our own area of the Chandos, where we enjoyed
an excellent lunch. This year we were grateful to
Nigel and Isobel Howlett for sponsoring our meal.
Our thanks go to everyone who came to support
the CRA this year. It was lovely to see Karen
Jones and her cousin, Diane who meet up with us
every year in memory of Karen's father Thomas,
who previously marched with us. We hope
that you all enjoyed the experience and we
look forward to next year.

Saying "Hello" to General Sir Charles Napier at Trafalgar Square
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THE MILITARY MUSEUM
The last quarter had been a busy period for the Museum. Visitor numbers
have been steady and the feedback we have had off those visitors has been
excellent.
They like the fact we are not just touch screens and projections but that we
have actual artefacts on display and where needed, labelled with detail.
The Veterans Boards were a roaring success and to be honest, we could have
filled more but space is the problem. 5 boards are in our reception room, the
6th is in the rear foyer with the “Final RV” board. They really do look great and
are a great conversation starter. Thanks to Dave Ingram for the planning and
production, a great job done.

One thing that was missing from the Museum was a memorial for the soldiers and civilians murdered on the 6th
December 1982 in the Droppin Well Bomb. That has now been put right and we now have on display a granite plaque in
honour and remembrance.

Another accusition we were able to secure was the Memorial that used to hang in Chester Post
Office when it closed. You would think this would be an easy one… Far from it! After haggling for
weeks, two staff members eventually had to carry it from the Post Office to the Museum. Well
done to Geoff and Mike for their sterling effort, despite all the funny looks you received.

The Museum shop continues to maintain a good level of stock with new items coming in on a
frequent basis. If you have an idea or would like to suggest stock for us, just get in touch. And
remember what profit that is made from our sales goes straight back into the Museum. You can
find the Museum webpage at: www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk
CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION SPRING REUNION 22 FEBRUARY 2020
THE MILL HOTEL AND SPA, CHESTER
Tickets are being sold for this event on the CRA Facebook page. This event is the only remaining
formal dinner for members and their wives. If you want more details go to:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/22ndcheshireregt/permalink/10157395068195071/
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
HALTON BRANCH

Since our last newsletter entry, Halton Branch has been very
busy. Firstly on the 5th July 2019 South Wirral Branch held
a race night in Ellesmere Port, which members of our branch
attended and a great night was had by all. Then on Sunday
21st July 2019, again with South Wirral Branch some of our
members attended Ellesmere Boat museum and Stanney
Park for a Memorial service for The 22nd which is held
every year.
On Saturday 17th August 2019 we arranged a boat trip and
meal on Chester canal with South Wirral Branch I invited
Ray and Wendy Stocker. Again a great night out was had by
all.
On Saturday 26th October 2019 members of the branch
attended the East Cheshire Reunion at Stockport. A great
night and the usual banter was had by all, meeting up with
some old and new comrades.

Chester Canal Trip

This brings us right up to date on Friday 8th November 2019
Halton Royal British Legion invited our Branch to perform a
short Ceremony for their Show Night for the start of the
Armistice weekend. And after veterans, their wives and
partners enjoyed the entertainment of a female singer and a
comedian. On Sunday 10th November our branch attended
two Remembrance Parades, which happens every year in
Runcorn, One in the morning at Halton Royal British Legion
and one in the afternoon for Halton County Council at the
Cenotaph in Greenway Road Runcorn. Also we lay a
wreath on Todger Jones VC Statue and read out The
Cheshire Regimental Prayer.
John Donaldson

East Cheshire Reunion

Ellesmere Port - 21st July

Todger Jones VC
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Remembrance Sunday

CHESTER BRANCH

Remembrance Sunday saw us on Horse Guards Parade and
then Whitehall as we represented the Cheshire Regiment
Association at the Cenotaph. We all enjoyed a lunch
afterwards at the Chandos and we are very grateful to Nigel
and Isobel Howlett for sponsoring the lunch. We are grateful
to everyone who supported us on the day and we look
forward to this support continuing in future years. We must
keep the name of the Cheshire Regiment alive as long as we
can.

Read this very carefully, I will write it only once!! In spite
of all the fake news you may have heard lately I can assure
you that until Dec 20th life at the Castle will continue as
normal. After that date things will change. The CRA bar will
cease to exist, and the kitchen will also vanish. Chester
Branch will organise and run a smaller bar for members,
with the aid of volunteer bartenders, but which will be open
only on Friday nights.

We mourn the loss of Alan "Boggy" Bratherton, a founder
member of the branch and our first treasurer. As I write I
learn that Bob Nottage has also been posted to higher
formation. He also first joined the Southern Region twenty
years ago. Despite moving back up to the North, he
remained a member and we are grateful for his
generosity. Our condolences to both of their families..

The reason for this upheaval is the action of a certain Herr Flic
who decided that we were due a rent increase. Because of his
exacting demands we can only afford to rent a much smaller
area which will mean some slight changes to arrangements. The
main thing is that we will remain at the Castle and continue to
fly the flag!
As I write we are not aware of any official instructions regarding
a parade, but the club will be open after the Remembrance Day
Cathedral service.

We look forward to our AGM, which we hope to hold in the
Union Jack Club at 7pm on Thursday 23rd January 2020.
Our next event will be our Meeanee Dinner, which we also
hope to hold in the Union Jack Club on the evening of
Saturday 29th February 2020. It will be a much more "lowkey" event this time, but if you would like to attend, then
please contact me as soon as possible.

On Sunday 24th November the Branch visits the matinee of the
Birmingham Military Tattoo and then we look forward to our
traditional Christmas Lunch which will be held on 8th
December. This will be as usual a two course meal with a glass
of wine included and all the seasonal trimmings. If you wish to
attend this yuletide orgy please buy your tickets before 1st
December. Whilst purchasing your lunch ticket why not get
your Christmas Draw ticket, costing £8, at the same time. Apart
from the usual umpteen prizes on offer there will also be mince
pies, mulled wine, and a buffet to savour. I look forward to
seeing you then, if not before.

Have a merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New
Year.
George Szwejkowski

BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Next year, and for years to come we will continue to need your
support. We are grateful for all your help and support in the past
and look forward to continuing our acquaintance for some time
yet! If you have not been well lately I hope your treatment is
successful and that you will be able to enjoy the forthcoming
Yuletide festivities. In the meantime just keep taking the pills,

Our Branch has kept going for another six months or so.
Attendance at Branch monthly meetings is sometimes
disappointing. Social activities offset this a bit as they are
mostly in daytime so that members who no longer drive to
meetings can attend. In July we were able to attend the
Sunday 21st Commemoration at Ellesmere Port Boat Museum
and Whitby Copse. Organisation by South Wirral and support
from Halton produced a welcome larger attendance than in the
previous couple of years.

John Fairbanks

SOUTHERN REGION

Saturday 9th November was marked by a strong gale and rain
squalls. Mercifully on the next day Remembrance Sunday,
the weather remained cold but calm and bright. Led by Port
Sunlight Lyceum Band, most of our members paraded at Port
Sunlight War Memorial where Maureen Hunt laid the wreath
followed by service at Christ Church. As has become
customary, Branch members accompanied by the ACF
Detachment later attended a short commemoration at Port
Sunlight Museum. I was able to lay a wreath at Wallasey War
Memorial, where the clergy and choir of St James New
Brighton and the Wirral Sound Youth Marching band lead the
march and provided a player for The Last Post and Rouse.
The kinder weather meant that across Wirral a large number
of the public turned out to mark Remembrance Sunday. Alas,
our shrinking numbers meant that no one was available to lay
a wreath at Birkenhead Cenotaph.

As usual, the relative peace and tranquility of the summer
is broken with a flurry of events in a short space of time.
The first of these was the annual commemoration of Edith
Cavell. On Saturday 12th October Tony Twiss laid a
wreath at her statue adjacent to Trafalgar Square. More
about this in a separate article on Page 4.
We gave support to the East Cheshire Reunion, with
Ron Goodwin MBE, Roy Banwell, John Ferns and
George Szwejkowski all making the trip up to the
frozen north. On 7th November we attended the Field of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey, where Brigadier Keith
Prosser CBE MC presented our plot to Prince Harry. In a
break from tradition, Prince Harry brought his wife Meghan
with him.
On Saturday 9th November a small group of us enjoyed a visit
to the Tower of London, where we enjoyed the hospitality of
the Yeoman Warders' Mess and watched the Ceremony of the
Keys. This event was arranged at short notice with limited
numbers, so apologies for not making it more widely available.

Our members with families and friends are looking forward to
this year’s Christmas Lunch at The Grove House Hotel,
Wallasey on the first Sunday in December.
Peter Jackson
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SOUTH WIRRAL BRANCH
It has been a fairly quiet time for the Branch.
During the summer the branch shared a canal trip and lunch from the Mill Hotel in Chester, with the
Halton Branch those who attended said it was an enjoyable event.
On Sunday the 21st July the Branch held there Boat Museum an Copse Memorial day.
Wreaths were laid by the M.P Mr Justin Mathers and the Mayor of Ellesmere Port.

The Branch has now taken over the upkeep of both memorials from the Ellesmere Port Branch
which has now disbanded. Geoff Parsonage is holding raffles at the Ellesmere Port breakfast club
to help pay towards the upkeep.
10 members of the Branch attended the Cheshire East Reunion in Stockport, an excellent evening
was had by all.
Remaining event being held this year is Christmas Draw. Held at St Saviours Club, Ellesmere Port.
7th December.Tickets £8 Each.
On behalf of the Branch I would like to wish all Ex Cheshires. A Merry Christmas & A Happy New
Year.
Roy Willis
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
THE WAY WE WERE
ATHLETE

This article is my personal attempt to let today’s young
soldiers, or would be young soldiers, know just what life was
like in the army of the 1950’s / 1960’s. Readers should
remember that at that time approximately 80% of the army
were National Servicemen.

Next to being known as a good skiver the most sought
after accolade is to be recognised as an athlete.
Competition for a place on the team is always intense
with all ranks battling to be accepted as sportsmen.
Because the ability to run faster, jump higher, and throw
things further than any one else brings great rewards.
Such as exemption from all duties, frequent periods of
leave, and in many cases promotion.

ABLUTIONS.
These are rooms or areas in which soldiers wash and shave.
Until recently the ablutions consisted of a cold water tap,
suspended over a cattle trough, set in the middle of a ploughed
field. Modern ablutions are located in or near barrack rooms.
They can be easily identified by the streams of water running
from beneath a door upon which hangs a notice saying ‘Out of
Bounds’. Inside you will find cracked sink units coated with a
special dirt attracting adhesive. A unique design feature is the
complete absence of plugs, mirrors, hot water, or glass in the
windows. However there is a bath tub which is reserved
exclusively for washing and blancoing of webbing equipment.

BARRACK ROOM
In appearance a barrack room can resemble either a
hospital ward, a railway station waiting room, or an
ancient dungeon. It is the focal point of the single soldiers
life. Most of the sparse furniture has built in cigarette
burns and all tables and chairs have been scraped white so
often they are completely unstable and kept only for
display during inspections.

ACTIVE SERVICE
The term active service is used when a soldier is serving in a
part of the world where he may be called upon to fight. Most
soldiers like active service because it brings extra pay, a beer
issue, free cigarettes, sunshine, and on occasion hordes of
loose women. But some dislike active service because it also
means harsher punishments, boredom, heat stroke, frost bite,
being shot at and, because of the aforementioned loose women,
severe doses of the more virulent types of clap.

BARRACK ROOM DAMAGES
This is a military stealth tax and the reason why all the
furniture is scraped to almost see through proportions.
BARRACK ROOM LAWYER.
An old soldier who, due to having spent a large
proportion of his service incarcerated in a variety of
detention centres, is able to quote Queen’s Regulations
from memory and offers seemingly convincing advice on
matters of military discipline. However, such counselling
is best ignored unless the recipient wishes to become an
inmate in one of the aforementioned detention centres.

ABOUT TURN
This is both the word of command used and the actions to be
taken when it is required to rotate a soldier or soldiers through
180 degrees. That is, to turn round. When performed whilst
stationary this complicated ritual can only be completed
satisfactorily to the ceremonial chant of ’Wuntwothreewun’.
To perform the about turn on the march will takes many weeks
of intensive training. During this trying time you will have to
endure much invective from your Drill Sergeant and you will
need to be acutely aware of the whereabouts and function of
each of your legs at any given time.

BASTARD
The second most overworked military adjective. It is used
to describe all superior officers, underlings, enemies,
people going on leave and anyone or anything that
interferes with smooth running of daily existence. Any
civilians listening to soldiers talk soon become convinced
that 95% of army personnel are illegitimate.

AMBUSH
The is the mounting of a surprise attack from concealment.
Laying an ambush is beloved of most British soldiers because
it entails lying about for hours on end in the wrong place at the
wrong time.

BEANS
Apart from rice crispies beans are the only items of food
that army cooks find it almost impossible to spoil.
Because of this more beans are eaten by soldiers than
anything else. Known as the ‘Cowboys Breakfast’ or
‘Anti Cyclones’ they have become over the years a useful
tool in the fight against malnutrition. However, an
unfortunate side effect of bean consumption is an
increase in the production of methane gas. Which is why
all barrack room windows are kept permanently open.

ANKLETS
Items of webbing equipment commonly known as gaiters.
These are worn around the ankles and are designed to protect
the bottoms of trouser legs from wear and tear. All new
recruits are instantly recognisable because for some
unfathomable reason they always wear their gaiters upside
down.
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BED
Contrary to popular belief, especially amongst civilians, a soldiers
best friend is not his rifle but his bed. He spends a vast amount of
his free time on it, or in it, ‘ pressing his sheets ’. Army beds are
painted a chipped green and their design is based on the medieval
rack.

A small unfurnished uncomfortable room in which all
soldiers, sooner or later, spend varying amounts of their
time, for reasons they are never quite sure about.

BINOCULARS

These are unfortunate beings who being unable to enlist in
the armed forces are obliged to work for a living.

CIVILIANS

Civilian binoculars are used for bird watching and observing the
movements of scantily clad ladies on the beach. Military CIVVY ATTACHED
binoculars are different in that they are only issued to officers and
senior NCOs and can never be used for watching anything
The most despicable slanderous insult one soldier can offer
because one eyepiece is permanently out of focus.
another.
BOOTS ANKLE
COMPANY
Any similarity between boots as worn in civilian life and army
boots is entirely accidental. Military footwear is made from
petrified dimpled leather and therefore does not fit. These boots An infantry Battalion is organised into companies. The
can only be worn after being burnt, stretched and hammered for theoretical strength of a rifle company is 100 men. Due to
many hours , and then highly polished. However, they will not be posting, courses, absence and sickness the effective strength
function satisfactorily until exactly thirteen metal studs are is usually 38.
nailed symmetrically into each leather sole. Although designed to
protect the feet boots are also useful as ash trays and are often
COMPANY COMMANDER
used as urinals by intoxicated soldiers.
BOTTLES - WATER

The Company Commander is a senior officer, normally a
major, who has been highly trained in the art of persuading
This is a container designed to carry water. It is attached to the
belt by means of a webbing carrier and has a capacity of 38 men to do the work of a hundred.
approximately two pints. A snap survey of the contents of water
bottles revealed that the beverages carried by most soldiers were COOKS
(1) Whisky, (2) Tea and (3) Coke. But when selected for
inspection by visiting Brigadiers most water bottles contained A strange breed of white faced men cooks are seldom
only an evil smelling fungus.
seen in daylight. They are usually to be found drinking
vast quantities of special tea (they have sugar in theirs) or
BRIGADIER
smoking illicit cigarettes behind the refrigerator. They can
Senior officer with a penchant for wearing red. Also given to also be found on a daily basis serving rubber eggs
seeing the same colour when carrying out inspections.
and chamois leather bacon to unwary soldiers. Needless to
say cooks are accident prone for they have many enemies
BULL
seeking revenge for outraged digestive systems. They are
This is either (a) a male cow, (b) the centre of a target, © the art also sensitive to parades, haircuts, and their own cooking.
of polishing, painting, scraping or generally cleaning anything
and everything mobile or immobile or (d) misleading or DANGER AREA
inaccurate gossip. With the exception of example (a) most
soldiers can recognise all forms of bull instantly.
This is the immediate area surrounding an explosive device
CAPTAIN
or the front end of any weapon. And anywhere within 300
yards of a prowling Regimental Sergeant Major.
A captain, when he is not acting as Adjutant, is normally second
in command of a Company. Captains love old motor cars, playing
rugby, fashion models and in the Cheshire Regiment, leading DRESSING
teams of young officers in vain attempts to remove the Key to the
Khyber Pass from the Sgt’s Mess.
This is either something you eat with salad, the act of
putting your clothes on, or a method of forming soldiers into
a straight line. Some soldiers can only successfully perform
the latter two actions with difficulty and only then after
years of intensive training.
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which, until 1941 didn't include anywhere west of the River
Elbe. Perhaps the British also used these stories of Polish
inadequacies to imply that they didn't really deserve their help.

BOOK REVIEW
FIRST TO FIGHT

With the political machinations of 1938 and 1939, Poland
found itself wedged between two totalitarian and arguably the
most evil empires ever known. Most of the country occupied
the Central European Plain, with few major obstacles that
could be used for defensive lines. Perfect tank country and the
proving ground for a form of warfare that would become
known as Blitzkrieg. Despite Hitler's sabre rattling, Poland was
implored by Britain and France not to mobilize, so that Hitler
would not have an excuse to invade. Likewise material aid was
not forthcoming.
Roger Moorhouse does a superb job of explaining the events
leading up to war. The pact between the Germans and the
Soviet Union was an incredible phenomenon. Two implacable
enemies joining forces, albeit that Hitler had no intention of
keeping the agreement for any length of time. The mutual aid
pact between France, Britain and Poland is also examined and
Roger Moorhouse highlights how half-heartedly it was treated
by France and Britain - France in particular showing a total
lack of will to go on the offensive against a weak (at the time)
German western front. The fact that both Britain and France
declared war against Germany is to their credit, but dropping
millions of leaflets was pretty much all that physically
happened, until France and the Low Countries came under
attack in May 1940.
Myths such as Poland losing all its aircraft on the first day still
last to this day. In fact the Polish Airforce aquitted themselves
well. Out gunned against the most technologically advanced
airforce in the World, the Poles destroyed over 250 planes,
with a similar number badly damaged. Although outnumbered
the Polish pilots showed remarkable skill and courage,
something that they were to demonstrate again in spades when
flying in the Battle of Britain the following year. Another myth
was that the Poles only had cavalry to charge the German
tanks. The Poles did have tanks, of similar standard to the
German panzers, but not in the same quantities. In fact the
Germans had more cavalry than the Poles at the outbreak of
war. Nevertheless the Polish cavalry had some success against
German infantry, and also against the panzers. Against tanks
the cavalry fought dismounted, using their anti-tank guns and
anti-tank rifles as opposed to the mythical lances and sabres.

The tragic events between August 1939 and May 1940
are almost shrouded in mystery to most Western
Europeans. Only mild concern, even apathy might best
describe their view of events at that time. Most single
volume histories of the Second World War pay little
attention to the invasion of Poland, perhaps a few
paragraphs or pages to recall this "sideshow".
What pleases me most about this book is that it has been
written by a British author. There have been a number of
books which have tried to highlight this campaign, but
they have been written mainly by Polish authors or
authors of Polish descent with all their perceived bias.
The myths and misconceptions surrounding events of
September 1939 have been many and are still repeated by
authors and film directors to this day. It is a particular
shame that even such a well made film as Schindler's List
should begin with the statement that Poland was defeated
in two weeks!

Although later the Nazi penchant for brutality was to become
more widely known, what is not so readily known is that this
brutality was visited upon the Poles from day one. Roger
Moorhouse describes it as a "race war", as the Germans treated
the Poles, both military and civilian, without mercy. The
Geneva Convention rarely applied and whole villages were
wiped out without pretext. Prisoners of war did not receive the
same treatment as the French and British were to later
experience (Wormhout and a few other exceptions
notwithstanding).
Hospitals, churches and the civilian
population in general were deliberately attacked. The Stuka
dive bomber was very accurate, so hitting a church with a red
cross on top could not be called accidental.

My father was an officer in the Polish Army in 1939, and
therefore I have a particular interest in these events and
perhaps most of all a desire to see the historical
inaccuracies put right. Many of these inaccuracies were
deliberately fed to the world in order to deflect attention
from other matters, and also to show themselves in a
better light. German and Soviet propaganda was never
countered and the British had, and perhaps still have a
narrow and parochial view of the Second World War,

Continued over page...
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What is also often forgotten is that under the Stalin-Hitler
Pact, the Soviets invaded Poland from the east on 17th
September. In many cases they met no resistance because
they pretended that they were coming to the Pole's aid.
Under Soviet occupation, what was a race war on the one
hand became a class war on the other. Anybody showing
signs of soft hands were considered to be from the
intelligentsia and rounded up by the Soviets for special
treatment. Katyn or Siberia were the destinations for this
special treatment.
In all the Poles faught until 6th October and many of the
heroic stands are described in this book. That they held out
for over a month is miraculous and it is worth pointing out
that the French and British together only lasted six weeks in
1940, despite having superior forces and considerably more
time to prepare.
Roger Moorhouse knows his subject and as a former
research assistant to Norman Davies, he would have
gathered a deep knowledge and understanding of European
politics of the time. The events of September 1939 was
no sideshow and Roger Moorhouse cleverly intertwines
this major event with human stories of individual soldiers
and civilians as chaos and mayhem reigned. By the end
of the war one in five of Poland's population will have
perished.
George Szwejkowski

BENEVOLENCE

PTSD RESOLUTION
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling
with nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger
issues, or any of their families being affected by their,
behaviour, please help them contact the charity PTSD
Resolution (charity number 1133188) on telephone number
0300 302 0551. They will be put in touch with a local
counsellor trained to deal with the symptoms of post
traumatic stress and other general mental conditions.
Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief, immediate, non
intrusive and delivered through a network of 200 therapists
UK-wide.
You can see more at: www.ptsdresolution.org

DIARY DATES
8th December Droppin Well Memorial
22nd February CRA AGM at 12.00 hours
22nd February Spring Reunion
2nd May

Army v Royal Navy Rugby

7th May

Chester Race Day

24th October

East Cheshire Reunion

5th November Field of Remembrance

The attention of all members is directed towards the new
veterans gateway that was launched on 20th June 2017.

8th November Remembrance Sunday

This is the single point of reference for any veteran who
requires assistance.
https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk

SNIPPETS
Are you a man aged over 40? Windsor Lions Club is
offering free prostate cancer checks with the help of
a local estate agent.

RESETTLEMENT

IMRHOi

From The Royal Borough Observer sent in by Andy Sanden

Anybody who served in the Armed Forces and is in need of
free help and support in finding a job, training opportunities
or further resettlement assistance may wish to contact the
Military Resettlement Headquarters (MRHQ).
Despite its title, the organisation is not run by the military,
although its staff are from a military background.
The website can be found at: www.mrhq.co.uk
Telephone: 0330 0432505
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This toilet is a display model. Please ask a member
of staff ifyou would like to watch a demonstration.
From a sign spotted by Charlie Kind of Oxford at the
London Boat Show.

NEW VETERANS ID CARD
A new ID card for armed forces veterans, which will help
them access specialist support and services, has started to
be issued to service leavers.
Any personnel who have left the military since December
2018 will automatically be given one of the new ID
cards, which will allow them to maintain a tangible link
to their career in the forces.
The cards allow veterans to easily verify their service to
the NHS, their local authority, and charities, helping
them to access support and services where needed. All
other veterans will be able to apply for a new ID card by
the end of this year, to mark their time in the armed
forces.
Minister for Defence People and Veterans Tobias
Ellwood said: "We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the
ex-forces community, and we are working hard to ensure
they receive the support they deserve".
These new cards celebrate the great commitment and
dedication of those who have served this country, and
hope they can provide a further link to ex-personnel and
the incredible community around them.

straightforward as possible, so that ex-forces personnel
can access support for issues related to their service
quickly, where needed.
The cards will complement the NHS' commitment to
providing specialist health support for veterans in every
part of the health service, enabling ex-service personnel
in England, Scotland and Wales to access treatment
where they have been affected by their service. Last year,
NHS England announced that dedicated mental
healthcare services are up and running in every part of
the country, backed by £10 million of investment, with
increasing numbers of GPs and hospitals becoming
'Veteran Aware', in order to fully address the needs of
those who have served.
Any veteran in need of support can contact the Veterans'
Gateway - the 24 hour service which signposts ex-forces
personnel to the wide range of support available to them,
including housing and financial advice, career guidance,
and medical care from the NHS. Since being set up in
2017, the Veterans' Gateway has already received over
20,000 contacts, advising ex-forces personnel and their
families.

LAST POST

Veterans UK
which manages pensions and
compensation payments for the armed forces local
authorities, service charities, NHS and GPs will also
benefit from the change, as they will not have to conduct
time-consuming checks to identify individual veterans.
The new ID card is one of three that are available to
service leavers. Personnel leaving the armed forces are
also able to keep their military IDs, known as the MOD
Form 90, allowing them to maintain their emotional
connection with their service. Additionally, veterans can
access a range of discounts through the Defence Discount
Service, the official MOD-endorsed service for the armed
forces.

Capt A J Allmark Died 10 Sep 19
Northwich
Serv No: 519585 1st Bn

Last year saw the launch of the Strategy for our Veterans,
published jointly by the UK, Welsh and Scottish
Governments, which sets out the key areas of support for
those who have left the armed forces.

Major TJ (Terry) Bock MBE Died 12 Sep 19
Banbury
1St Bn, served 1966-1992
Mr A B (Boggy) Bratherton Died 31 Jul 19
Stevenage
Serv No: 23856530
Mr P E (Percy) Cooke Died 11 Oct 19
Sandbach
Serv No: 4126123
Sgt 2nd/6th Bns 1939 to 1946
Mr Alan Kennedy Died 14 Sep 19
Stockport

All relevant Government departments have a
responsibility to ensure that the military community is
treated fairly, and not disadvantaged by their service, as
part of the Armed Forces Covenant. The new ID cards
will ensure the process of validating service is as

Mr R (Bob) Lacey Died 28 Aug 19
1st Bn
Mr Robert George Nottage Died 8 Nov 19
Serv No: 24258851
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MAJOR TE PICKERING MBE

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

SECRETARY

THE CASTLE, CHESTER, CH1 2DN

CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

TEL & FAX 01244 327617
EMAIL: cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com

CRA SPRING REUNION DINNER 22nd FEBRUARY 2020
After a very successful and enjoyable reunion at the Mill Hotel, it has been decided to hold the
event again next year. The option for someone to take over the reins was offered but to no avail,
so we will stick with what we know. This will be the 5th reunion at The Mill and getting bigger
every year.
The Mill Hotel and Spa has been booked for Saturday the 22nd February 2020. There are limited
places available and will be based on a first come, first served basis. Those who attended last
year are requested to spread the word.
A three-course meal with choices from 5 starters, 5 mains and 5 desserts. There will be a half
bottle of wine per person on each table and coffee. That will be followed by a top local DJ &
music to dance to.
Dress for gentlemen will be jacket and tie and may be blazer, suits or dinner jackets (medals
optional). Ladies as you see fit. No Jeans are allowed.
The Hotel has a very strict rule on consumption of alcohol being brought onto the premises and
will remove anyone caught doing so.
The cost is £38 per person. Please complete the attached proforma and return it with your
payment to the CRA Secretary.

DJ Murphy
DJ Murphy
For
CRA Secretary
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SPRING REUNION DINNER 22nd FEBRUARY 2020

From:

________________________________________

Guests name ________________________________________

Address

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Postcode

________________________________________

Tel Number

________________________________________

Email

________________________________________

I would like

____ (Max 2) Tickets for the Reunion Dinner

My remittance (a cheque payable to “CRA”) for £38/£76 is enclosed.
OR
I have transferred the sum of £38/£76 to the CRA Account at Holts Branch, Royal Bank of
Scotland.
Sort Code:

16 19 26

Account Number:

10417392

Please use your Surname & CRA Dinner as the Reference.
Please return this form even if you paid electronically for administrative purposes.

Signed

________________________________________

Date

_______________
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