The Cheshire Regiment Association

Newsletter
Volume 2 Issue No 33

CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

EDITORIAL

By the time that you receive this issue of the newsletter, I
hope that we will have shaken off the last traces of winter, I am not too sure what happened to last year nor where
2018 actually disappeared to but it certainly passed
with a bright and sunny spring to look forward to.
quick, as usual the CRA were involved with many events
over the course of the year and the branches certainly
I was saddened to learn that Dave Beech was posted to
kept themselves busy.
higher formation. He was a true gentleman and a great
servant to the CRA. I was so sorry that I was unable to For me the highlight of the year was the Mons Service
attend what I understand was a fitting send off for him.
which incorporated the dedication of a memorial stone in
the Regimental Chapel, in Chester Cathedral, in memory
With knife crime the hot topic of debate, it is sad to see of Brigadier Mike Dauncey. The CRA turned out in force
that so many veterans continue to be stabbed in the back to support his family and their gratitude, although not
by our duplicitous political leaders as the witch-hunt required, was plain to see and I did receive a very nice
continues against those who served in Northern Ireland on letter of thanks aimed at the whole CRA.
Op Banner. It is tragic that those who give the most for
Continued on Page 2.......
their country, are the ones given the least when they need
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worth reading and well written by his great niece Nicky
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I am grateful to the few who have contributed to this and
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previous issues of the newsletter.
It is, however Word from the Branches
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disheartening that it is the same few making these The Spring Reunion
contributions. If this trend continues, then we will be The Officers' Reunion Lunch
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seeing the demise of this newsletter in the very near
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future.
Back to Ypres
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If you have anything to contribute to the next issue of the Bookshelf Find
12
newsletter, then please send it to me by Monday
Calendar of Events
13
8th July 2019.You can e-mail me (preferable) at:
george.szwejkowski@gmail.com, or send by post to 11
Avenue Court, Avenue Road, London, SE20 7RX.
My telephone number is: 07721 660471.
I hope to have the newsletter onto the website of the
Cheshire Military Museum by the end of July. The website
is: www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk
You can also follow the CRA on Facebook - "The
Cheshire Regiment Association" for updates on events."
George Szwejkowski

The views and opinions expressed in the articles in this
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the policy and views, official or otherwise of the
CRA.
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tireless volunteer for the Museum, assisted in the
distribution of the printed Newsletter and was
Secretary of Sandbach Branch.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
HELD IN THE REGIMENTAL CLUB ON
SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2019
Chairman: Mr Peter Gresty



CRA Awards, there were no nominations for the
Brigadier Mike Dauncey award.



He thanked Joe Murphy for his efforts in
organising the Meeanee Reunion.



He drew attention to the governance of the
Association, thanking the small number of
branch representatives who attended the 6
monthly meetings, pointing out that branches not
sending a representative do not have a voice. He
mentioned that both himself and the Secretary
have been involved with the management of the
Association for more than 15 years each and that
both appointments are due for renewal next year,
if the posts fall vacant, the Association may fail.



The Club requires continued support and thanked
the management for their efforts in keeping it
running.

Secretary: Maj T E Pickering MBE
50 members attended, apologies were received from Brig
Prosser, Brig Percival, Maj Gen Skempton, Maj Gen
Sharpe, Mr Trevor-Barnston and Lawrence Dunning.
There were representatives from 7 Branches.
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and asked for a
period of silence to remember members who have died in
the past year.
2. The minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2018
were reviewed, there were no matters arising. Maj M G
Huntriss proposed and Mr J Walkman seconded the
proposal that they be passed as a true record. Carried.
3. The Chairman presented his report:


4. The Secretary presented the financial statement as at
31st October 2018. He answered questions on the
content. Mr S Wohlleben proposed and Lt Col A Angel
seconded the proposal that they be accepted. Carried.

The CRA remains a Registered Charity and
although the scale of income and expenditure do
not require large scale reports, we continue to
administer ourselves as if they did. He pointed
out that as a charity, we can claim Gift Aid on
donations.



Donations are still being received and he thanked
those who made them. Any donations received
which are linked to benevolence are forwarded to
the Mercian Regiment Benevolence Charity.



Branches are still functioning and events are still
being held.



The newsletter continues to be as good as when it
was a printed publication, however, the editor
(George Szwejkowski) needs the support of
members contributing articles, he suggested that
articles could be written about the recent
Blackpool Reunion, the forthcoming Meeanee
Reunion and Breakfast Clubs.



He paid tribute to the members who have died in
the past year, mentioning in particular Dave
Beech who did a lot for the CRA over the years,
he had been assistant steward of the Club, a

5. The Chairman read a report from the Mercian
Regiment Benevolence Charity.
The report set out the total aid granted to former
members of the antecedent regiments, in particular, 46
members of the Cheshire Regiment received over £20000
in aid. The report mentioned that income was declining,
due to the reduction in numbers of serving soldiers and
that the number of requests for aid from former Mercian
Regiment members was now in line with those from the
antecedent regiments.
6. Mr Ashley Farrall proposed and Mr Stuart Harrison
seconded the proposal that the Regimental Association
support a fund raising initiative to erect a memorial to the
Regiment in the National Memorial Arboretum. The
initiative seeks to raise more than £20000 for the project.
Following discussion, the proposal was Carried.
7. The forecast of events was discussed and members
asked to give their support to:
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Sat 23 February - Meeanee Reunion, Mill Hotel



Fri 10 May – “Race Day” gathering, CRA Club



Sat 8 June – Malaya Reunion, Walsall



Sun 7 July – Crich Memorial Pilgrimage



Sun 25 August – Mons Memorial, Audregnies



Sat 26 October – East Cheshire Reunion,
Stockport



Sun 8 December – Droppin Well Memorial,
Ballykelly

REGIMENTAL GARDEN
READY FOR SPRING
The Regiment's Garden of Remembrance at Chester
Cathedral has been nurtured throughout the winter and,
despite a rainy March day, shows signs of early spring
flowers. The crocus oak leaf has been much admired!
Thanks to all those who have supported this memorial.
K.S.

8. The date of the next meeting was set for Saturday
22nd February 2020.
The meeting was closed.
Following the meeting, an open forum was conducted:
a.

The provision of a TV for the club. Following
the requests made, it has been agreed that a TV
will be installed in the Club for a trial period of 1
year so that major sporting and other events can
be enjoyed. It is hoped that the costs in providing
this amenity will be offset by increased
attendance.

b.

Mr Murphy updated members on Museum
acquisitions which had been funded by appeals to
members and thanked everyone for their
generosity.

CHESHIRE REGIMENT MEMORIAL
At the AGM the Regimental Association agreed to support
a fund raising proposal to erect a memorial to the regiment
in the National Memorial Arboretum. The initiative seeks
to raise £20,000 for the project. The photo below is a only a
rough guide as to how the memorial might look. The two
soldier statues would be from 1689 and 2007.
You may find more information on the Cheshire Regiment
Association Facebook Page. At the time of going to print, I
have not been given any more information (Ed).
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THE MUSEUM

HARDING, FRANCIS PYM CB

The Museum is striving to publicise our presence again. It’s
amazing how people who live in Chester are still not aware we
are here! You can help by telling them. Tell your family, friends
and neighbours about us. A visit will be time not wasted.

b. c. 1821 in England; d. at the Grove, Lymington,
Hampshire, England, 25 Feb. 1875, aged 54 years

We had a really great exhibition up for Remembrance, very
solemn and not uncommon to bring a few tears to visitor’s eyes.
This has now been replaced by “Warhorse Through The Ages”
and this will be replaced by D-Day 75 in May.
Over the last period there has been one significant purchase for
the Museum and that was the Pym Harding Musket. The funds
to purchase this was by donations to JustGiving and thanks to
your generosity we raised just under £1000 (with Giftaid). The
Musket is now proudly displayed in our Meeanee Room.
Our stock is always changing and new products being added all
the time. If you have an idea for something new, let us know and
we will attempt to source it. If you haven’t seen the Miniature
Colour yet, have a look at www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/
shop.
All our stock is sourced from official registered traders who pay a
license fee to trade. We are not allowed under MOD rules to
adjust, amend or alter any of our badges or insignia. 100% of any
profit goes straight back into the Museum Collection and Archives.

As an officer of the 22nd Foot (Cheshire Regiment),
Francis Pym Harding not only saw more active service
than most of his contemporaries, but also distinguished
himself on several occasions. Gazetted ensign in 1836, he
was posted to India and, in 1850, was Persian interpreter
to Sir Charles Napier.
A major in 1854, Harding served in the Crimea as aidede-camp to General John Lysaght Pennefather; there he
took part in the battles of Alma, Balaklava, and Inkerman,
when he was severely wounded and mentioned in
dispatches. He was commandant of Balaklava from
January 1855 until the evacuation of the Crimea. He
received the CB and other decorations and was promoted
colonel in 1858. By 1866 he was commanding the first
battalion of the 22nd Foot in Malta.
At this time the Fenian threat was troubling New
Brunswick and the governor, Arthur Hamilton Gordon,
had been energetically deploying the military resources at
his disposal to counter it. Colonel Harding and the 22nd
Foot were brought from Malta to stiffen the defence and
reinforce the 15th Foot whose commander, LieutenantColonel John Ambler Cole, did not have Harding’s
experience.
Harding and his men appear to have arrived in New
Brunswick in April 1866 by which time Gordon had sailed
for England. Major-General Charles Hastings Doyle*,
administrator of the province, appointed Harding
commanding officer of the exceptionally large garrison
serving there at the time. Harding proved himself most
efficient in his duties, worked well with the local militia,
and was much concerned about the comfort of his troops,
housed in the Fredericton Exhibition Building.
On 12 Oct. 1867, Hastings Doyle sent a telegram to Sir
John A. Macdonald stating that Harding was the senior
military officer in New Brunswick. Sir John promptly
recommended Harding’s appointment as lieutenant
governor; it was confirmed on a provisional basis later the
same month. Doyle himself was then appointed lieutenant
governor of Nova Scotia, which meant that these two
experienced soldiers and administrators were able to
provide effective continuity during the period of
administrative transition and military reorganization
caused by confederation.

Major General Francis Pym Harding CB

In March 1868 Harding was promoted major general; in
February of the following year, the garrison was reduced
and the 22nd Foot transferred home. Harding sailed for
England with his regiment and retired on half pay for the
few remaining years of his life.

SNIPPETS

I am grateful to John Fairbanks for forwarding these puns:
How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it!
A cartoonist was found dead in his home. Details are
sketchy!
I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now!
The Harding Musket
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OP BANNER 50 – 14 AUGUST 2019
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM

The Royal British Legion has announced plans to host a
commemorative event at 14:00 on Wednesday 14 August
2019 to mark the 50th anniversary of the UK Armed
Forces’ deployment on operations in Northern Ireland in
response to growing sectarian unrest – the longest
continuous operation in British military history. The event
will be held at the National Memorial Arboretum, home of
the Armed Forces Memorial.
Over the course of the operation, 300,000 troops were
deployed to Northern Ireland supported by significant
numbers of men and women from the emergency services.
During that time, 1,441 UK Armed Forces personnel died,
either in Northern Ireland, or because of paramilitary
actions in other countries; all their names are listed on the
Armed Forces Memorial.The ceremony will be apolitical,
secular and non-celebratory; appropriate in both tone and
content. Centred on the Armed Forces Memorial, the
ceremony will seek to honour the service and sacrifice of
the relevant veterans from both the military and the
emergency services. To attend, individuals must have been
awarded the GSM (NI) (or civilian equivalent in the case
of the emergency services).
Within the ceremony, time will be allocated to remember
the 1,441 personnel killed during “The Troubles” and it is
entirely appropriate that two members of each bereaved
family should attend. The Legion will work with the
appropriate agencies to enable their attendance. Whilst it
is recognised that many other family members may wish
to also attend, the primary audience for this particular
ceremony is focussed on those that served on Op Banner
and the attendance priority will therefore reflect that.
Accreditation
Please note that the Legion event at the Arboretum will be
a closed, accredited event. Invitations, validation and
accreditation will be managed using a similar processes
used each year as part of the Remembrance Service at the
Cenotaph. As with the Cenotaph, we would be grateful for
your continued support and help.
6

The Legion, therefore, will not accept applications from
individual veterans but will instead direct applicants to
their parent Association / Single Service Lead to issue
invitations. Full details and the relevant Legion
accreditation portal will open in Mid-March 2019 and
the intent is to manage access exclusively via electronic
ticketing.
CRA Branches are asked to promote the event to
their
membership
and
individuals are also
encouraged to attend. Details can be found on the
RBL website: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/opbanner-50/. If you would like to attend, then please
contact the CRA Secretary.
Prior to a Legion-provided lunch for all those attending,
there will be an opportunity for those units and
Associations with memorials at the Arboretum to host
their own discrete activity. Associations intending to
take advantage of this opportunity are asked to register
their
intent
with
the
Arboretum
directly:
www.thenma.org.uk/events-at-the-arboretum/opbanner-50-register-your-event/
Please note that there will be no capacity for additional
members of Associations to gain access to the event on
14 August 2019 other than those appropriately
accredited to attend the Op Banner 50
commemorations.
All resourcing costs relating to the event are being met
by a combination of a specific Libor Grant awarded by
HM Treasury and the Legion. Sadly, funding is neither
available to cover individual travel costs nor to fund
related Association events.

SNIPPETS

Jokes about German sausages are the wurst!
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it
dawned on me!

NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES

CHESTER BRANCH

BIRKENHEAD AND DISTRICT
In 2018 11th November was a Sunday so
that Armistice Day and Remembrance Sunday
coincided. During the Second World War as part
of efforts to maximise productivity, it became the
practice to mark the Armistice on the nearest Sunday to
the 11th.

For over thirty years I have had the honour to be a
member of Chester Branch. In that time I have seen many
changes and witnessed the drastic fall in attendance at
Branch and CRA functions. When I joined, the Club was
open Wednesday, Friday and Saturday evenings and
Sunday lunch time. Most of the Branch members were ex
Cheshires , with a handful of Hon members. There was
also a thriving Ladies section.

In 1945 the 11th November fell on a Sunday, after which
Remembrance Sunday was officially established as the
focus for national commemoration. Maureen Hunt, laid a
wreath on behalf of the Branch at Port Sunlight war
memorial. Wreaths were also laid at Wallasey War
Memorial and later in the day at the Port Sunlight
Museum in special remembrance of the 13th Battalion.
Joe Cotgrave was able to lay a wreath the Menin Gate in
Ypres on Remembrance Sunday as part of group which
includes several of the former Tranmere Branch.

Today, as all the world knows we have 45 members
of whom 10 are hon members. I am happy to be able
to report that due to the support of the much maligned
Bingo players, we have managed to date to stay afloat
and are slowly increasing attendance on a Friday evening.

The Branch Christmas Buffet was held on Saturday 1st
December 2018. Those attending enjoyed a hot and cold
buffet, an opportunity for karaoke performance as well as
a chance to get together in an informal setting. A
stentorian DJ, who knew how to find 11 on the gain
control, provided music and played requests. Thanks
must go to our Chairman, Ray, who undertook almost all
of the organisation. Some Branch members were on
holiday and some infirm or unwell. Nevertheless, the
small number attending was a disappointment.

But make no mistake the only reason the Club is still
open is due to the support, i.e. regular attendance, of the
handful of Chester Branch members who turn out each
Friday and who, against all the odds, have kept the
Club open. Friday night, it is true, is Chester Branch’s
night to which all ex Cheshire members are heartily
invited to attend. The choice facing us all is simple.
Support us and the 22nd will continue to have a home and a
place where old comrades will be able meet for many
years to come. If that support is not forthcoming the
CRA will have nowhere to hold reunions, race days,
and other functions.

The first Tuesday of January 2019 was New Year’s Day
itself, so our AGM was postponed until 8th January when
there was scarcely any improvement in attendance. All
Branch officers continued in their posts as 2019 is not an
election year.

We are living on borrowed time and unless attitudes
change even the very memory of The Cheshire Regiment
will cease to exist. We will be homeless. It is time for
those who profess an undying love of the Regiment to
show just how much they care.

Four of our members will be attending the Association
AGM on 23rd February. That the small number of
requests for lunch was too few to justify providing
it together with dwindling attendances at our Branch,
the closure of a neighbouring branch, decline in use of
the club as reported by John Fairbanks in the last
Newsletter are all ominous signs. Age and infirmity are
only in part to blame. We should value the CRA, its
members, the Club and the Newsletter as irreplaceable
assets and defy apathy,

The passing of Dave Beech was a terrific shock and has
left a hole in Chester Branch that can never be filled.
Dave was for many years a loyal and hard working
member of the Branch, greatly respected by all who knew
him, and for years in great demand for his skill in the
kitchen!! Many a Friday function was a great success due
to his prowess. Dave was a real gentleman, a loyal
member, and a great friend to all and is and always will
be greatly missed by everyone. RIP Dave.
John Fairbanks

Peter Jackson

SNIPPETS

SNIPPETS

They told me I had type A blood, but it was a typo

When you get a bladder infection, you know urine trouble.

I tried to sue the airline for losing my luggage - I lost my
case!

Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher, who lost her
job because she couldn't control her pupils?

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive
vocabulary? A Thesaurus!

I tried to catch some fog, but I mist.
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SOUTHERN REGION
In the last newsletter, I reported that three events were
about to take place.
The first was the Field of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey. Brigadier Keith
Prosser CBE MC presented our plot to HRH Prince Harry,
whilst the usual suspects supported him from the other
side.
The second event was our annual visit to the Tower of
London on the Saturday evening before Remembrance
Sunday. The brave CRA members who attended were
subjected to appalling weather conditions and only the
warm embrace of the Yeoman Warders' Mess made the
evening worthwhile.

John Ferns receives a well deserved General
Peter Martin Award

The Cenotaph was well supported, and we are grateful to
everyone who took part, particularly those who travelled
long distances to do so. We are sure that the occasion
made it worth the effort.
Our main focus has been on celebrating our 20th
anniversary as a branch. On Saturday 9th March we sat
A great atmosphere throughout the evening
down to dinner in the Union Jack Club in London.
Thanks to financial support from Pete Hughes and Axis
International, we were able to enjoy a superb meal and
entertainment. It was wonderful to see so many members
of the CRA who travelled long distances in order to
attend. The raffle raised the amazing sum of £1,100,
which went to the Not Forgotten Association.
Tony Twiss, our president singled out members of the
branch committee who had made the evening possible,
particularly Trevor and Lynne Taylor. He also recognised
the work of the other committee members. Peter Gresty,
Chairman of the CRA surprised John Ferns, our treasurer
by presenting him with the General Peter
The Broadway Bellas kept us entertained
Martin Award. The award also went to Lynne Taylor
for her work over many years on the committee.
SOUTH WIRRAL BRANCH
Perhaps the biggest surprise was when Tony Twiss
was also presented with the General Peter Martin I think this must be a first for South Wirral Branch.
Award for his services to the branch over a long period We have had quite a busy Christmas period.
of time.
On November the 11th seven members attended the
hundred years Remembrance Parade at Whitehall, a good
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 25th April. Some weekend but a lot of waiting around. On Dec 22nd we
of us will be attending the Army v Royal Navy Rugby on held our Christmas party at St Saviours Ellesmere Port. A
4th May. We follow that with the Inter Services T20 good evening, also we had visitors from Halton Branch.
Cricket, which takes place at Lords on Thursday 30th
The branch has Started a breakfast club in
May.
Ellesmere Port. Held on the first Sunday of every
George Szwejkowski month at the Green Oak Farm pub. On Rosssmore
road East. CH65 3EN all are welcome.

SNIPPETS

I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it
down!

We are now in possession of our Mercian Standard
as well as our Cheshire Standard. All are in Standard
drill training under the guidance of Terry Finlay
BEM & Dennis Rochell.

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play
on words.

The branch is steadily growing in numbers.
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Roy Willis

STOCKPORT BRANCH
Life has certainly been busy for the branch since the last newsletter, as you would expect from Stockport Branch, with
plenty for everybody. The branch meetings continue to be well supported with great turnouts for social evenings.
The Christmas festivities took the form of a carvery meal in the Catholic Club in Flint Street, just around the corner from
the Armoury, where almost 100 sat down to a turkey and beef dinner. To top it off there was a disco and of
course a bar which was open until late, the members with their partners and friends enjoyed a great evening which
was all paid for by the branch funds.
The evening before the AGM in Chester the branch held a Meeanee dinner where 22 members sat down to a 3-course
meal. The meal was rounded off by a presentation on the Berlin Wall by Peter Gresty before the Tappers cup was
paraded and filled for the members enjoyment, to save embarrassment we won’t say who was charged and who ended
up filling it. The evening was enjoyed so much that plans are already afoot to repeat the event.
The branch attended the AGM in force once again and upon completion enjoyed a few drinks before departing to
enjoy lunch in a local establishment, members were disappointed that there were insufficient takers from those
attending for a lunch to be provided in the club.
Plans for the year are well advanced with plenty of other activities for members to enjoy including the Stockport Armed
Forces Dinner arranged by Paul and Hazel Lomas, mostly Hazel of course.
Peter Gresty

SPRING REUNION 2019
As the song goes “Oh what a night”. A great turn out again with 112 catered for and for some virgin attendee’s… The food
was delightful and again not one complaint, the service and the venue fantastic.
The Drums Display from Ted Heath and friends went down very well indeed. In fact it was that good that Steve Parkinson
got up to join in. Well done Steve.
However, what really made the night was the company. It was so good to see everyone enjoying themselves and
reminiscing about the good old days.
Next Year we hope to be bigger and better for the 5th Spring Reunion. The date is already sorted, 22nd February 2020. If
you haven’t been to one yet, try it.
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OFFICERS’ REUNION LUNCH
AT WOODFORD
For some year’s now, the “Officers’ Association” have held a lunch at a well-known hostelry at
Woodford in the Wylie Valley. Colin Neville had been organising it until he decided to “up-sticks” and
move to the land of Donald Trump in Florida! Roddy Bridge took over the reins and the momentum has
been maintained with c40 members and their ladies enjoying an excellent pub lunch reunion. Some
photos scratch the surface of tales and happy memories!
KS

Foreground: Kate Robinson chatting with Angela
Huntriss and Rosie Bridge

Foreground: Eardley Bryan; Charles Lane; Suzannah
and Mike Hawtrey

Bede Etherington and David Smith toast the Regiment
with the Tappers’ Cup!

SNIPPETS

I used to be a banker, then I lost interest.
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid. He says he can
stop any time!

Bede Etherington bluffing his Boss that he’s at a work
meeting!

I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough.
Broken pencils are pretty much pointless.
Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes.
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
BLIND DATE
As we all know being an Infantry soldier can be
a hazardous profession but the dangers do not always
stem from the activities of a marauding bloodthirsty
enemy. Indeed some of the most dramatic life
changing experiences
often
occur
in
the
peaceful
calm surroundings of a
typical
barracks, as did a major trauma that I suffered at the
Dale, in the spring of 1956, and which is still giving me
occasional cause for concern. The drama began quietly
enough one evening as I lay on my bed reading an
interesting educational tract written by a certain Mickey
Spillane.
My studies were interrupted by the late and much
lamented Mick Abbott, who invited me to accompany
him for an evening out in the company of two delightful
young ladies of foreign extraction. Although intrigued by
the possibilities raised by his unusual offer I was forced
to decline for two reasons. Firstly, I did not have a
suitable clean shirt to wear for such an occasion and
secondly, and more to the point, I was flat broke. Mick
did not reply but left the room and I continued with my
studies. He returned a little while later and handed me a
pristine well laundered white shirt, and pressed into my
palm a crisp pound note which, in those days, was riches
almost beyond the dreams of your average young
Corporal‘s avarice.
Suffice to say we spent an enjoyable but highly
experimental evening in an Ellesmere Port pub with two
young Austrian nurses. I say experimental in the sense
that only one of the ladies could speak a little English. ( I
will pause here whilst you, dear reader, try to guess who
spent the evening trying to converse in a quickly
improvised sign language.)
During the long question and answer session, conducted
in semaphore, Morse code, pigeon English/German and
anything else I could think of, I was able to discover
that her name was Maria, that she didn’t like beer, and
that she had taken the job at the Deva hospital in order to
learn to speak English. Meanwhile Mick and his new
friend had quietly vanished never to reappear that
evening. This left me to deliver Maria safely back to the
nurses home at the Hospital which I duly did. I managed
to convey to her my appreciation of her company and
asked if we might meet again. She agreed and so began
an association that has lasted to date for fifty seven
happy and often dramatic years. You might say that the
course of my life was irrevocably changed due entirely to
Mick Abbott’s ability to conjure up a clean shirt and to
beg borrow or steal a quid !!!..

SNIPPETS

I dropped out of the Communist class - because of lousy
Marx!
Velcro - What a rip off!
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me!
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IN THE PINK

I have been of the opinion for some time now that most
married men, at least once during their years of
wedded bliss
owe
the
survival
of
the
said
blissful state to one undeniable fact. And that is that
they are watched over by a guardian angel. When the said
husband is in, or about to occupy, the proverbial dog
house, this watchful Deity waves a benevolent hand
and extracts his protege from the depths of the mire in
which he is encased up to his neck.
I first became aware of my divine chaperon in
Singapore shortly after the Battalion moved from
Malaya down to Selerang Barracks. Maria and I
occupied
a married quarter in Serangoon Gardens,
where we had an Amah (a maid) to do all the chores
leaving Maria free to lead a fairly hedonistic existence.
During the course of her days she went swimming,
sun bathing, and met up with other wives at various
functions.

She also liked to go shopping in the city and on one such
excursion had bought herself a fetching pink sun suit
but had been unable to
find a suitable sun
shade. In the evenings, particularly when I was
absent on duty, she would quite often visit the local
open air cinema. This was an establishment where the
entrance fee cost all of ten cents, and because you sat
on the floor, you took your own cushion. It was in
this centre of eastern culture that she often watched
the likes of Charlton Heston as Moses delivering the
ten commandments in Urdu. But I digress.
On one particular occasion I had to attend a Sgt’s
Mess Dinner, which was stag, so Maria decided she
would go to the cinema. As she was first to leave the
house, and would be first to return, it was agreed that she
would take the back door key.
So clutching the
necessary cushion she
set
off
happily
to
enjoy
an
epic Hollywood blockbuster.
A short
while later I dressed and, making certain the house
was secure, left for the Mess.
It was a wonderful dinner and during the course of the
evening I even managed to win a prize in the raffle. And
so feeling at peace with the world, and being filled with
good food and wine, I took a taxi home at about 1am.
As I walked up the path to our darkened bungalow I
could see a small figure sitting on what appeared to be
a cushion outside the front door.
When she saw me Maria erupted in a veritable
torrent
of broken English and many Germanic
oaths. The gist of her remarks were that having
returned home at around 9.30pm, she had been
unable to get in because I had forgotten to leave the
back door security bolt disengaged.
So she had
been forced to sit on the doorstep for over three
hours. She forcibly pointed out that I would be sleeping in
either the shower or the spare room for the foreseeable
future.
It was at that point that the efforts of my
guardian angel became apparent. Maria’s bilingual
rant ceased abruptly when she caught sight of the prize I
had won in the Mess raffle. It was a pink parasol, a
perfect match for her new sun suit. I never did get to
sleep in the shower room.

BACK TO YPRES
(to see the first & last)

BOOKSHELF FIND

By Roy Banwell
For the past nine years myself and a couple
of friends have been travelling to visit WW1 &
WW2 and other battle grounds. Be it as far as Bastogne
on the border of Switzerland for the battle of the
Bulge, the Normandy landings & Pegasus Bridge,
Mons, Verdun and Waterloo. The
list
keeps
growing.
Our favourite and most interesting area
has always been the Ypres’s Salient.

Just prior to this visit I read the excellent book about the 6th
Bn The Cheshire Regiment. From that book I gleaned the
information about the first soldier to die in battle on
12th December 1914 and the last two that died on
the same day from their injuries a year after the end of
the war on 20 October 1919. Being in the Ypres
salient I decided to pay my respects to them.

Once having entered a bookshop, I suffer a (life-long)
inability to emerge empty-handed. This, coupled with a
more recent onset of a need to declutter, has meant my
having to carry out a serious cull of books. I would like to
mention here books of military interest which have been
spared from the re-cycling bin or the charity shop.

Private Walter Williamson from Hyde is remembered on
the Menin Gate Ypres, as his body was never knowingly
recovered from the battlefield. This must have been
a great shock as much to the Battalion as to his family.
We all know what it is like to lose someone we know.
For his fellow soldiers the initial shock for the men
before they started to die in their ten’s and
hundreds on an everyday basis must have been an eyeopener.

Among those saved are some which set out specifically to
inform readers about the organisation of the British Army.
The reforms of Cardwell [c1870], Childers [c1881] and
Haldane [c1908] evolved a Line Regiment model which
lasted well into the 20th century and would provide a basis
for massive expansion of infantry in both World Wars. A
typical Line Regiment had 2 regular battalions, a home
HQ, the Regimental Depot, to find and train recruits, and a
clutch of TA battalions. Post-1945 this model was eroded
step-by-step, so that by 1968, many Regiments had been
amalgamated and others re-organised into multi-battalion
Large Regiments. Almost a century after Cardwell, in
1968, a Regiment of the Line that survived unamalgamated, consisted of a single (probably understrength) regular battalion with a historic link to a single
company-strength TAVR unit. By 1968 Line Cavalry
regiments had endured similar reduction through
amalgamation. The process of reduction continued until
the present time.

1524 Pte Walter Williamson
The last two soldiers to die in the area are buried in the
Lijssenthoek cemetery, just outside Poperinge. This
cemetery is the second largest in Belgium after the
famous Tyne-Cot cemetery and contains 10,785 graves.
The cemetery was open in1914 by the French and
continued until 1920. This was a big shock to me as
nowadays one would expect the injured to be repatriated
back to the UK. These poor people must have been in
such a bad way it was impossible to move them any
distance. I wonder if their families ever visited them.
Pte Harold Pilling from Nelson, Lancs. Died from his
wounds 20th October 1919.

Where Did That Regiment Go? The colourful cover of this
book makes claims that it is an indispensable guide. Its
scope is confined to infantry and cavalry regiments and,
quite sensibly, it says so. However “indispensable” is
questionable. There are notable omissions in Gerry
Murphy’s text.
He avoids detail on the massive
proliferation of infantry battalions and of cavalry/armour in
both World Wars.
Wartime experience inevitably
influences decisions made on the size and shape of postwar forces. Murphy provides scant detail on another aspect
of Regimental organisation. The integration of reserve
troops in some form into a Regiment was part of the early
20th century concept of a Line Regiment.
Wartime
Territorial and Service Battalions are largely ignored. The
over-riding problem with this book is that tries too hard to
cover too many aspects of the British Army.

Pte Eric Winstanley from Birkenhead also died from his
wounds on 20th October 1919
It is recorded in the book that there were also two other
soldiers that died on the same day but in another area
of Belgium.

72081 Pt Eric Williamson
51689 Pte Harold Pilling
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It is not an academic history, nor is it absorbing narrative
history such as Richard Holmes created in Redcoat, Soldiers
etc, not primarily intending them to be source books. It
includes sections of potted history but these are far better dealt
with elsewhere. Neither is it a comprehensive listing of all the
infantry units of the British Army.
In its favour it should be said that its target readers are not
academic researchers, avid badge collectors or specialists in
the edged weapons of Marlborough’s campaigns and so on.
Rather it is aimed at members of the general public who want
to learn about, or maybe learn more about, our Army. In that,
it succeeds. The author has compiled an enormous amount of
useful information in a single volume.
The historical
summary takes up about half the pages and provides readers
with a backdrop to the development of the regimental system.
Very useful, too, are the many tables, examples being a table
linking 20th century regimental titles to the old regimental
numbers or the table chronologically describing successive
changes/cuts/defence reviews. A reader will also find
information about such diverse matters as calibres of muskets
and rifles or of facing colours and rank insignia. None of what
is packed into the book is worthless.
This book is recommended because of the sheer amount of
information it contains. The author has included a handy
bibliography. A glaring omission from Murphy’s list of
sources is The Lineage Book of British Land Forces by J.B.M.
Frederick, about which more at another time.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Fri 10 May – “Race Day” gathering, CRA Club
Sat 8 June – Malaya Reunion, Walsall
Sun 7 July – Crich Memorial Pilgrimage
Sun 25 August – Mons Memorial, Audregnies
Sat 26 October – East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
Sun 8 December – Droppin Well Memorial,
Ballykelly

MALAYA & SINGAPORE REUNION
The Malaya and Singapore Reunion will be held
on Saturday 8th June 2019.
New Invention
Victory Club
Lichfield Road
Willenhall
WV12 5BB
Fish and chips supper
7pm for 7.45pm
Live Entertainment
Tickets £8 each.
Phone Joe Sadler: 0121 556 8709

PTSD RESOLUTION

Whether it ends a pub argument, answers a quiz question,
helps a pupil with a school project or prompts a reader to take
up military historical research, it has earned its place as a
“keeper”.

If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling with
nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger issues, or
any of their families being affected by their behaviour, please
help them contact the charity PTSD Resolution (charity
number 1133188) on telephone number 0300 302 0551.

Peter Jackson

They will be put in touch with a local counsellor trained to
deal with the symptoms of post-traumatic stress and other
general mental conditions.
Treatment is free, local,
confidential, brief, immediate, non-intrusive and delivered
through a network of 200 therapists UK-wide.

CLUB NEWS

You can see more at: www.ptsdresolution.org

BENEVOLENCE

The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private
Parties by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for
CRA members’ private use applies. Branches do not pay
to use the Club.

The attention of all members is directed towards the new
veterans gateway that was launched on 20th June 2017.
This is the single point of reference for any veteran who
requires assistance.

Normal opening times are:

https://www.veteransgateway.org.uk
Wednesday 1200-1400

MRHQ

Friday 1900-2330

Anybody who served in the Armed Forces and is in need of
free help and support in finding a job, training opportunities or
further resettlement assistance may wish to contact the Military
Resettlement Headquarters (MRHQ).

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday by
prior arrangement

Despite its title, the organisation is not run by the military,
although its staff are from a military background.

For all Club enquiries, contact Mike Smith on 07906
753699

The website can be found at: www.mrhq.co.uk Telephone:
0330 0432505
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OBITUARIES
JAMES GALLIMORE

Great Uncle James Harrison Gallimore was born on the 30th
of January 1919. At the age of 21 he signed up to the 4th
Territorial Cheshire Regiment (machine gunners). Army
Number 4128677. His mother encouraged him to join this
regiment as she thought the machine gunners would “be at the
back”, what she didn’t realise was they were actually at the
front!
The Wormhoudt massacre happened late afternoon on the
28th of May 1940 not far from the town of Cassel where
Jimmy was captured. I believe that he was captured at around
this time because he told me that his Regiment was fighting to
protect the small hill town of Cassel.
The Germans had managed to surround the Regiment and the
command “Every man for himself” was shouted by the
commanding officer. He then told me that one of his friends,
Lieutenant Basil Glasspool was one of the 12 soldiers from
his regiment that were captured and packed into a small cow
shed. 12 SS Second Battalion under the command of
Wilhelm Mohnke began the slaughter by throwing in 5
grenades, this failed to kill everyone and so 2 groups of 5
survivors were taken outside and callously shot in the back
and a blood bath of murdering continued in the cow shed,
bursts of gunfire mowed down men so far unhurt,
however about 15 men survived and on Friday 31st May
were discovered and cared for.
Very shortly after this or whilst this was happening Jimmy
was captured with his friend Ebenezer Jones. seeing the
enemy getting closer in the fields below Cassel, Jimmy and
Ebenezer dived into a ditch that was partly covered by a bush.
Pretending to be dead, Ebenezer lay face down and Jimmy lay
the other side of him face up. A German soldier walked over
to them hitting them with the butt of his gun, trying to find
survivors. (You cannot imagine how terrifying that moment
must have been for these 2 very young men, far from home)
Unfortunately Ebenezer started shaking with the sheer terror
of the situation and he was grabbed, Jimmy looked at the
German solider and noticed he was cross eyed, which made
him giggle, the German jumped back with shock as he had not
seen Jimmy till then. Both men where then captured and
Jimmy’s 4 years and 10 months of unbelievable terror started.
Jimmy was captured with 5,000 other soldiers from many
different regiments and countries. He told me that they
marched 3 abreast and they had to march through France into
Poland where they were herded in cattle trucks onto a train.
As they march through France they were given no food or
water. Their only food was thrown to them by kind French
locals. When they stopped marching they drank from ditches
and puddles for water. If the “line” slowed down, German
soldiers on motorbikes would machine gun the
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back of the line forcing the men to run. They also did this as
they went through villages and towns, making sure they did
not escape perhaps. As they closer to Poland the mood of the
locals changed and they started spitting at the prisoners.
Half-starved and very dehydrated Jimmy eventually
found himself on a cattle truck on a training heading for
the POW camp. The journey took days, with no food or
water. Many of the men perished with sheer exhaustion.
When they arrived they were all held in a wooden shed,
with beds consisting of a sloping wooden plank covered ,
with straw. Dysentery was rife in the camp and for the
thousands of men, there was only one toilet. The stench on the
living quarters was putrid.
A propaganda photo was taken of a few men, to show what
care the German camps where taking of their prisoners.
Jimmy said the Germans got the fattest men to pose for the
photo, he was included as he had recently arrived and the
horror of the camp had not yet made its mark.
On the 5th of November 1944 Jimmy made his first escape
with his best friend George Wright, only to be recaptured 6
days later, his punishment was confinement in an outside
bunker no more than 5ft by 6ft and less than 6ft high, with a
roof of barbed wire for a fortnight. He was in there with four
others and only let out for half an hour a day.
Temperatures dropped to well below freezing and there was no
heating in the sheds. Jimmy said many a time German
soldiers would go into the sheds when the men were asleep and
lift up their covers to look at their feet, if they were dirty
they would march them outside in the deep snow and make
them run around to “wash them”, sometimes they did it if
you had dirty feet or not, just because they could. In the hard
winter, temperatures sometimes dropped to minus 40.
As you can imagine food was extremely short, Jimmy told
me of an Italian that stole the scraps out of the bins, sadly he
got caught and the Germans told him he would be shot in
the morning. All night he cried, constantly saying, “ I have
a bambino, please please I have a bambino”.
The
following morning he was marched outside and Jimmy
never saw him again. The Germans gave the prisoners rye
bread for the day and “soup” in the evening. There was that
little amount of rye bread that the prisoners measured the
bread with their dog tags, given to them when they arrived into
the camp. The dog tags are 2” long. Jimmy said some
prisoners would gobble up the bread and some men would
thinly cut the bread to make it last.

Once they had convinced the Russians to let them go, they
marched to the border were they got picked up and taken to
the ships bound for England, However Churchill was still
holding Russian prisoners, so Russia would not let the British
ships leave (can you imagine the frustration of the men, they
had survived the war and now they were on friendly ground
and they were still not allowed to go home) Thankfully after 3
very long weeks of being held up at the Russian port,
Churchill agreed to let the Russian prisoners go, which meant
ours could finally come home.

The British Red Cross sent each prisoner food parcels
every month to the camp, this was a war rule set out by the
Geneva Convention, that the camp had to except. The
Germans obviously accepted the parcels for the
prisoners, took what they wanted from the show box size
parcels and then threw what was left to the prisoners.
Jimmy said that if it had not been for the British Red
Cross, he would most definitely not have survived the
war.
Jimmy sent a postcard to his sister, Edna Murtal Fletcher
and her husband Harrold Stephen Fletcher (my
Grandparents) on the 29th of November 1942, wishing
them a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year (photos) all
post was monitored, if it had anything negative they post
was destroyed by the Germans. This was the camp he
was
held
at
when
he
sent
the
postcard
was Kriegsgefangenenlager

When Jimmy got back to the UK, he was given 42 days leave,
which expired on the 7th of June 1945, In that time he
received a letter from the army instructing him to report, not
later than 1600 hours to a barracks in Buckinghamshire where
the South Staffords were stationed. (photo) He had a War
Department Driving Permit, that was registered from the
27/11/1945 until 26/11/1946.
How could anyone after what Jimmy had been through, ever
get back to normal. The men, woman and children who went
through those horrors were and are most extraordinary people
you will ever have the privilege to meet. To say I am
exceptional proud of my Great Uncle Jimmy is an
understatement because of him and thousands of other people
like him, I live a wonderful life and I will be forever grateful
for their sacrifices in keeping Britain a free country.

As months turned in years Jimmy’s clothes began to
disintegrate and like the other men he had no socks only
bits of cloth to protect their feet and was given only
wooden clogs to wear. Thankfully the British Red Cross
sent over dark green uniforms for the men On the 22nd of
January 1945, 3 men including Jimmy escaped. They
knocked on many houses to try and hide from the
Germans, but the answer was always the same. The Poles
were too frightened to hide them because if the Germans
had found them, everyone would have been shot.

After the war Jimmy received a letter from the British
Council, dated 2nd October 1946, asking if he had agreed to
become a “financial guarantor” for Maria’s 2 children to be
educated in the UK as due to the war thy had missed out on
most of their education. Before he had chance to answer he
had news that Christine Szachtowa had presumed drowned in
a boating accident. She was last seen on a small rowing boat,
having fun on a local lake. Jimmy visited the family the
following year and visited her grave.

But one house did let them stay for the night. The family
were very well to do and had political connections before
the war,
Anthony Eden, who later became Prime
Minister had stayed with them. The brave family were
already hiding a Polish Major, who had brought food
with him. That night Jimmy had his first decent meal in
years. On the 24th of January his luck changed when he
met a 16 year old boy called Clemens Szachtowa, who
told the two escapees to go with him to his family’s home
where they hid them for 5 weeks. Mrs Maria Szachtowa
welcomed them into her home that was in a large town
called Skorca (Nowy Swait 13, which still stands today)
She hid them in the top floor of their town house. There
were two double bedrooms and a very small recess
in between both rooms.

Every month for years after the war Jimmy sent food parcels
to the family and will be forever grateful for saving his life.
There was a telegram 3rd August 1946 from Josef Chyta, a
friend of the family, asking Jimmy to send him one pen and
one pencil and if possible 20 shaving blades, also many
greetings from Marta (Maria) and her 2 children. 2 months
later her daughter drowned in a boating accident, after
surviving the war, this would have been truly devastating for
Jimmy to hear.

When Jimmy and his friends realised that Russian
soldiers were now in control of the town and it was
safe to come out of hiding, the Russians saw the men
and immediately held them in a line to shoot them
because they thought they were SS, their uniform was
that stained with dirt they had turned jet black, like the SS
uniform. Jimmy managed to convince them that they
were British with a key ring he had kept on him. On the
key ring it said “Made in England”, and this is what saved
them from being shot.

Jimmy talked about wanting to see the family again every
time we talked about the war. I am currently trying to find
their where abouts. I doubt Maria will be alive now but it
would be fantastic to try and find her son, who was the reason
Jimmy is still with us today. He would be about 87 years old.
Jimmy died on 25th February 2019, less than a month after
his 100th birthday.
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LAST POST

DAVE BEECH

Mr Dave Beech
Died 7 January 2019
Sandbach

Dave started his volunteering at the Museum that
long ago none of the current staff know exactly
when he started. During his time with us and the
CRA he has been Bar Steward, Chef, Receptionist,
Sandbach CRA Secretary, Breakfast Club Rep and a
thoroughly decent gent.
Dave was a great family man. He was so proud
of his children and grandchildren and never stopped
giving us updates on how everyone was doing in their
jobs or at school. He was also a great friend to
everyone and there was nothing he would not do to help
a friend and it was great to see all his friends saying
goodbye to him at his funeral.
Dave loved his time here and as a stalwart
of the Museum, he will be sorely missed,
especially his morning tidings every Thursday
and Friday morning when he would open up.
I for one won’t forget that call on the morning of the
7th Jan and feel we have lost one of the great
guys from amongst us. RIP Dave

Joe Murphy

Mr Robert Charles Brown
Died 9 November 2018
Crewe
Served Bahrain/Ireland 69-70s
Serv no: 24143647
Mr Richard Davis
Died 16 February 2019
Blacon
James Gallimore
Died 25 January 2019 Aged 100
Mr John James died 12 th January 2019, aged
86 Served 1 st Bn -Suez Canal Zone &amp;
Berlin 1952-1953
Mrs Muriel Murray - Bligh
Died 21 November 2018
Wife of Major Desmond Murray – Bligh
Capt Kenneth John Pinkard MBE
Died 31 December 2018
Chester
Served 1972-1976
Mr Mark Stephen Sinclair
Died 1 November 2018
serv: 24885380
1st Bn Anti Tank PLT
Lt Col Ian Roel William Solloway TD
Died 28 October 2018
Waverton
served 1952-70s
last Colonel of 4th Bn in 1967 serv no: 365647
Mr B Spencer
Died 9 Feb 19
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