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EDITORIAL

CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

It has been an interesting time lately and I am sure that
some will have been almost apoplectic on first viewing
the recent advertisements encouraging our citizenry to
join the armed forces, whilst also reflecting modern
society. Perhaps rather than joining in with this social
engineering the MOD might do more to sort out the
current appalling problems with the recruitment process.
I don't know how they can be allowed to make a £440
million contract with Capita to run recruitment, which
has been an abject failure. It would seem that somebody
has taken their eye off the ball. Retention should also be
a top priority, helped by supporting those who serve their
country, rather than continually selling them down the
river for political expediency.
I was saddened to learn of the death of Surgeon Captain
Rick Jolly OBE. He was a hero of the Falklands
Campaign and the only person to be decorated by both
the British and Argentinians for his service. He had a
terrific sense of humour and wrote several books, but my
favourite is "In Confidence: The British Armed Forces
Guide to Personnel & Fitness Reporting".I have dipped
into it on several occasions and as a tribute to him I have
taken the liberty of doing so again IRU 6QLSSHWV in this
issue of the newsletter.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all those
who have contributed to this issue. Without a regular
supply of articles, the newsletter, like the "Norwegian
Blue" Parrot, will cease to be. If you have anything to
contribute to the next issue of the newsletter, then please
send it to me by Monday 9th July 2018. You can e-mail
me (preferable) at: george.szwejkowski@btconnect.com,
or send by post to 11 Avenue Court, Avenue Road,
London, SE20 7RX.
My telephone number is: 07721 660471.

Hopefully by the time you read this newsletter the recent
achievements of the CRA will still be getting talked
about by the members. Many members will be thinking
what achievements? What have I missed? etc. I am of
course talking about the various events and reunions that
have happened throughout the CRA since the last
newsletter. Some under the CRA banner and others
involving CRA members and friends.
These include the Dropping Well Memorial Service, the
alternative reunion in Blackpool, the Stu Kelly “Bimble”
Walks, the gathering of images for a regimental DVD,
the Southern Branch Meeanee Dinner, the support for
The 2nd Bn The Mercian Regiment as they exercised their
Freedom of The City of Chester prior to moving to
Cyprus, the AGM of the CRA, the Spring Reunion at the
Mill Hotel in Chester and the many other events the
majority of members don’t hear about but go on all the
same.
Continued on Page 2.......
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I hope to have the newsletter onto the website of the
Cheshire Military Museum by the end of July 2018.

&RORQHOLQ&KLHI9LVLWV

15

1DWLRQDO6HUYLFH

16

The website is: www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk
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You can also follow the CRA on Facebook - "The
Cheshire Regiment Association" for updates on events."
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George Szwejkowski
The views and opinions expressed in the articles in
this newsletter are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the policy and views, official or
otherwise of the CRA.


Chairman's Column continued...

It is only when you sit down and start listing the things
happening around the association that you realise exactly
what happens around the county, and further afield,
associated with the CRA so wouldn’t it be a shame to
lose some or all of this? I am hoping that the above has
encouraged you to remain involved, or for some to get
involved, with the association to make sure it continues.
The attendance, by CRA members, at the funerals of our
fallen always makes me thankful that I served, along with
many others, in a true family regiment. Social Media

does of course play a major part in ensuring that
everybody is kept informed on a day to day basis and that
we all have a chance to be able to turn up, work allowing,
and pay our respects but could I ask you to drop an email
to Eddie at RHQ so details can also be put on the CRA
Facebook page as well?
It was good to hear that attendance at the AGM was still
strong despite the changes introduced last year and, apart
from failing to identify somebody to take over as
Secretary and Treasurer, all other business was dealt with
professionally in my absence, my thanks again to Eddie
for taking the chair in my absence.
Peter Gresty

THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 20TH JANUARY 2018
PRESENT: Peter Gresty (Chairman), John Donaldson (Halton), George Szwejkowski (Southern Region), Maj Eddie
Pickering MBE (Secretary).
discussion, it was agreed that reasonable travel
1. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming
expenses for attendance at Committee meetings
those attending.
should be paid if claimed.
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed
8. Future events were reviewed:
- there were no matters arising. John Donaldson
a. 2 Mercian Farewell Parade 17 Feb 2018 –
proposed that they be accepted as a true record.
the Secretary will publish firm details when received.
Carried.
3.

The Chairman reported that work has been
undertaken on the restyling of the Memorial
Garden at Chester Cathedral and that Spring should
see the results of the planting. He commented on the
Bosnia 25th Anniversary Dinner hosted by Col Bob
Stewart DSO at the Houses of Parliament and that it
was a successful event. He reminded us that for the
newsletter to continue, it required articles and
photographs to be submitted and finally drew
attention to the trial opening of the CRA Club on
the last Saturday of the month.

d. Meeanee Reunion 2018 – 116 tickets have
been sold.
e. Races – There will be no Regimental marquee
on the course and changes to the museum means
that the layout of the bar facilities in the
Museum courtyard will have to be changed, but
plans are going ahead for this informal reunion.
f. Malaya Reunion 9 June 2018 – details are
awaited from Walsall Branch.

The Secretary circulated a financial statement
for the year ending 31st October 2017.
The accounts are currently being independently
examined and will be presented at the AGM.

g. Mons Day 2018 – A memorial stone for
Brigadier Dauncey will be dedicated in the
Cathedral as part of this service and it is
hoped that there will be a good CRA turnout.
The format will be the same as in 2017.

A statement of the finances as at 19th January
was also given which shows that the CRA still has
£3416 in addition to previously ringfenced funds.

h. ECR 28 Oct 2018 – this event is “Under
New Management” and details will be published
shortly.

5.

The Secretary reported that no propositions have
been received for the AGM.

6.

The subject of CRA Awards was discussed and the
Chairman proposed that they should continue, this
was agreed. He further proposed that the President’s
Award be renamed “The Brigadier Mike Dauncey
Award”, it was agreed.

i. Commemoration of the centenary of the
Armistice – it is anticipated that Branches will make
their own plans to be involved in their localities.

4.

7.

Travel Grants and Expenses were reviewed and
the Chairman reminded the committee that it was
announced at the 2017 AGM that in view of the
reduced financial state, no further travel grants
could be paid for reunion travel. However, following

9.

Other business. George Szwejkowski outlined
the challenges involved in producing a newsletter
with so few contributions and asked that
Branches and individuals send articles of interest.

10.

Date and time of the next meeting: 21 July at
1100hrs.
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Despite
the
Association
supposedly
“winding
down”, following the changes at last year’s AGM, the
branches continue to celebrate our history as well as to
keep up the social event around the county, and
beyond. There are far too many events over the last 12
months to list but a few of particular note were as
follows:

Chairman: Peter Gresty
Secretary: Maj T E Pickering, MBE
There were 35 members present. 6 Branches were
represented.
Apologies were received from Mr Peter Gresty, Maj
Gen Cave, Brig Prosser, Brig Percival, Maj Gen
Sharpe, Mr Alan Jennings, Mr Dave Beech, Mr Vinny
Morris, Mr John Donaldson, Mr Derek Sadler and Mr
Michael Trevor-Barnston.

Race Day – CRA Club
Malaya and Singapore Reunion – Walsall Branch

1.
Due to the Chairman convalescing following a
serious operation, Maj Pickering took the chair. The
minutes of the AGM held on 18th February 2017 were
reviewed. Maj Pickering drew attention to the fact that
his 12 month tenure as Secretary and Treasurer has come
to an end but as there were no nominations to replace
him, he is prepared to continue for a further 12 months.
Lt Col David Oak MBE proposed and Mr George
Szwejkowski seconded the proposal that they be accepted
as a true record. CARRIED.
2.
Maj Pickering then read out the Chairman’s
report, it is reproduced below:

“Gentlemen, welcome to the AGM of the CRA and please
accept my apologies for not being with you today, as
some of you will be aware I am recovering from major
surgery and as such I am not allowed to drive or have a
seatbelt across my waist at the moment. Thanks though
to Eddie for volunteering to stand in for me today which
has allowed this AGM to continue as planned.
My first comments are concerning the governance of the
CRA and to thank the very small number of branch
representatives who attend the 6 monthly committee
meetings, suffice to say that if a branch does not have a
voice on the committee then I am afraid we will do what
those who do attend wish.
As an association we are still listed as a Charitable
Organisation and this is due to the level of funding we
still have in our accounts that require us to remain
registered for the time being, there are a small number of
trustees with myself as the chairman. Despite being a
Charity we do not have the financial or administrative
requirements to meet for the charity commission which is
a blessing.:HZLOOKHDUODWHUDERXWWKHILQDQFLDOVWDWHRI
WKH$VVRFLDWLRQEXWLWLVQLFHWREHDEOHWRVD\WKDWZHDUH
GRLQJ VOLJKWO\ EHWWHU WKDQ LW ZDV WKRXJKW DW ODVW \HDU¶V
$*0 WKDW ZH ZRXOG 7KLV LV PDLQO\ GXH WR GRQDWLRQV
FRPLQJ LQ IURP LQGLYLGXDOV WR ZKRP ZH DUH JUDWHIXO
3OHDVHEHDZDUHWKRXJKWKDWDQ\IXQGVZKLFKZHUHFHLYH
WKDWDUHLQDQ\ZD\EHQHYROHQFHOLQNHGZLOOEHSDVVHGRQ
WR7KH0HUFLDQ5HJLPHQWZKRORRNDIWHUWKDWDVSHFWIRU
XV DQG WKLV ZDV WKH FDVH RI WKH PRQH\ FROOHFWHG DW WKH
UHFHQWIXQHUDORI%ULJDGLHU'DXQFH\


St Julien 100th Anniversary (Belgium & Stockport) –
Stockport Branch
East Cheshire Reunion – ECR Committee
Field of Remembrance – Southern Branch
Dropping Well Remembrance Service – Limavady
Branch
I am sure you will all agree with me that the last edition
of the CRA newsletter was just as good as any of the
printed editions. George is doing a great job in difficult
circumstances but he does need more support by way of
articles/ pictures etc., in order to be able to continue to
deliver something we all want to read so please spread
the word with your members. There are plenty of stories
appearing on the various Facebook pages which would
make excellent copy in the CRA newsletter but some
stories that could be covered in the next edition could be
as follows:
CRA participation in 2 Mercian Final Parade in Chester
Blackpool Reunion
Spring Reunion
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the passing
of many of our members during the last 12 months but
one name which stands out head and shoulders above all
others is Brigadier Mike Dauncey. Brigadier
Dauncey was an avid supporter of the CRA and often
wrote to the chairman at the time to make his views
known on various subjects, he was also known to turn up
at reunions with a hardback book and list everybody
who attended so he could reflect on them later. As a
very small measure of recognition towards him I
proposed at the last committee meeting that we rename
the President’s Award as the Brigadier Mike
Dauncey award, this proposal was accepted and
the next time we make this award foUVHUYLFHWRWKH
ZKROHRIWKH&5$LWZLOOEHLQKLVQDPHEXWZKRZLOOEH
WKHILUVW"
)RU WKRVH DWWHQGLQJ WKH 6SULQJ 5HXQLRQ WRQLJKW SOHDVH
KDYH D JUHDW HYHQLQJ DPRQJVW IULHQGV WKDQNV JR WR -RH
0XUSK\IRUWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQRIWKHHYHQWHVSHFLDOO\DVKH
KDVUHFHQWO\XQGHUJRQHVXUJHU\KLPVHOI

At the risk of sounding like a broken record could I finish
my report by asking for support for the CRA Club once
again, the club will be open on the last Saturday of each
month, except tonight, and I hope it will get some serious
support to help it along. Eddie and Mike do so much to
keep the club ticking along but unfortunately
ticking along is sometimes not quite enough. Again, the
financial report for the club which will be delivered
by Eddie shortly shows what a tightrope we are
walking with regards to continuance of the club.
Thank you once again for your attendance and my
apologies for not being able to be with you today”.
3.
Copies of the financial report were distributed,
showing the position as at 31st October 2017.
4.
Maj Pickering read the Benevolence Report
received from the Mercian Regiment Benevolence
Charity which showed that veterans of the Cheshire
Regiment had received financial assistance totaling
£12000 from the charity with a further £4500 from the
ABF.
5.

The forecast of events was reviewed:
x

Sat 24 February - Meeanee Reunion, Mill Hotel

x

Fri 11 May – “Race Day” gathering, CRA Club

x

Sat 2 June – Malaya Reunion, Walsall

x

Sun 1 July – Crich Memorial Pilgrimage

x

Tbn – St Julian Memorial, Stockport

x

Wed 8 August – Last 100 days ceremony, Ypres

x

Sun 26 August – Mons Memorial, Audregnies

x

Sun 9 September – Mons Day and dedication of
memorial stone, Chester Cathedral

x

Sat 27 October – East Cheshire Reunion,
Stockport

x

Sun 2 December – Droppin Well Memorial,
Ballykelly

6.
The date of the next AGM will be announced
later in the year, there being no further business, the
meeting closed.
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Following the meeting, the Major General Peter Martin
Award was presented to Mr Trevor Taylor of Southern
Region Branch in recognition of his outstanding service
to the branch.
In an open forum, the subject of a TV for the club was
discussed, particularly to enable large sporting events to
be shown. Mr Stefan Wohlleben felt that this might
attract members to the come and watch and offered to
donate a set. Maj Pickering said that this had been
investigated some years ago but was felt to be too
expensive to provide due to BSkyB’s prices for clubs.
As advances in technology have provided other ways of
obtaining tv broadcasts, the matter will be investigated
again.
Lt Col Oak spoke about succession and that volunteers
were needed to ensure the administration of the CRA into
the future.
Mr Keith Tarbuck spoke about the Tom
Sephton Memorial rugby tournament which takes
place at Crosfields RLFC in Penketh, Warrington
every Armed Forces Day and recommended it as a good
sporting day out. (Tom Sephton was a member of 1
MERCIAN who died of wounds received in Afghanistan
in 2010 – he was a keen Rugby League player
and a member of Crosfields).
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2Q6XQGD\WK1RYHPEHUWKH6RXWKHUQ5HJLRQZLOORQFH
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It was a memorable Meeanee Day this year! The 2nd
Battalion, The Mercian Regiment marched through
Chester to celebrate their Freedom of the City and
particularly their return from operations during the year
which included Iraq (Training the Iraqi Forces and
Protection duties), Sudan (Monitoring and Humanitarian)
and the Falkland Islands Duty infantry unit (Defence and
Training).

There was an excellent service for the Regiment at the
Cathedral which was attended by the Lord Bishop, and a
salute to the Lord Mayor during the march back to the
Castle. After the parade the High Sheriff of Cheshire
addressed the troops on behalf of Her Majesty The
Queen.
The Battalion depart The Dale Camp for Cyprus this
summer and we wish them all the best for the future.
There was a good crowd of supporters, from Mercian
Regiment families and Cheshire veterans. There was a
very proud Mum (Mrs Felicia Wilde) watching along
with some good support from the CRA and MRA, with
notably good attendance from Stockport Branch. Well
Done The 22nd!!!

Colonel Ben Wilde MBE leads the parade
/WC
The parade was led by Lt Col Ben Wilde on his final day
in command.
The Mercian Regiment Band and
the Colours flew proudly. The Battalion were on parade
with all their companies, followed by a detachment of
veterans from 22nd proudly led by Lt Col (Retired)
Tony Angel. Like the Mercians, we were all wearing our
Oak Leaves with considerable pride! Needless to say,
the crowds in Chester clapped and cheered from the rows
and pavement levels.It was a memorable Meeanee Day
this year!

The CRA contingent right-wheel at the top of
Bridge Street

7KH&5$&RQWLQJHQWOHGE\/W&RO
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CHESTER BRANCH

BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT BRANCH
At Port Sunlight War Memorial every 11th November at
the hour of the Armistice, a service takes place attended
by our members. This occasion, as well as Remembrance
Sunday, was enhanced by the local Mercian-badged ACF
detachment.
On the Sunday Branch members laid
wreaths at Birkenhead Cenotaph, at Wallasey war
memorial and at Port Sunlight. After the parade and
service a short commemoration and wreath-laying, which
included remembrance of the 13th Battalion, took place at
the Port Sunlight Museum, again supported by the wellturned out ACF detachment.
On Sunday 3rd December 45 expectant diners assembled
for the Branch Christmas Dinner. As mentioned
previously this was a test of the resources of our regular
meeting venue, the Ex Civil Defence Club in New Ferry.
The building has recently been thoroughly renovated, redecorated and now has a properly equipped kitchen.
Unknown to most of us, staff disputes and tensions had
had been brewing for a while. Fawlty Towers-style
tantrums followed. With only days to go before our meal,
the manager had quit, followed a few days later by the
chef. The replacement manager resolved not let us down
and with a skeleton staff provided a very decent
Christmas meal and brisk service at very short notice.
The excellent singing of the Wallasey Choir’s selection
from their wide repertoire brought the afternoon to a
suitably festive close.

The first quarter of the New Year though noticeable for
the extreme weather passed quietly into history. The only
bright spot of any note was the Spring Reunion held at
The Mill Hotel Chester which was a memorable success.
This was mainly due to the excellent work by Joe
Murphy whos efforts produced an evening filled with,
good food, good wine, and truly magnificent company.
Roll on the 2019 reunion!!!
Of late life at the Castle has taken on a very sombre note.
In rapid succession we heard of the passing of Mr Alan
Rowe, Mr John Davies and Mrs Joan Perrin. Each of
them, at times during their lives were closely connected
to Chester Branch. Alan Rowe was an enthusiastic
member of the committee before leaving to found and
run the Tranmere Branch. In this he was very successful
until poor health and Old Father Time caused the closure
of the that Branch. ‘Big’ John Davies was for some time
in the 1980’s secretary and Chairman of the Chester
Branch before he emigrated to Ellesmere Port. Mrs Joan
Perrin was a member of Chester Branch for over thirty
years. The widow of Brian Perrin she played a leading
role in the then thriving Ladies Section and had, for many
years, a seat on the Branch Committee as Ladies
member. She will be greatly missed by all who knew her
and we send our deepest condolences to her family, as we
do also to the families of Mr Alan Rowe and Mr John
Davies.
257 words
ELLESMERE PORT

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month which meant
that our 2018 AGM was on the 2nd of January. The
sparse attendance was brought about by a combination of
cold weather and assorted viruses rather than the aftereffects of New Year celebrations. The Branch officials
were all re-elected to continue for 2018.

Greetings from Ellesmere Port.
I start on a sad note - John (Tiny) Davies passed away on
14th Feb. John, a long serving and faithful Branch
member, saw service in Berlin, (Spandau), where he was
batman to "Dickie" Peel. A member of the Bn boxing
team, he was sparring with Bob Sangster one day, when
Bob, who had the advantage of a personal trainer,
knocked him out. Next a sitrep on my present status,Admitted to hospital on 10th August, due to a blocked
artery in my leg, my right leg was amputated on 13th
August. I am currently living in a care home in Great
Sutton. Next - the Branch. At the Branch AGM recently,
Chairman Frank Grieves resigned, due to ill health,
Graham Proctor, who had stood in as chairman for some
time, took on the duty of chairman.

Fair weather on 17th February meant that the Chester
streets were crowded, so that many members of the
public gave a warm reception to 2 MERCIAN who were
simultaneously able to exercise their Freedom of the
City, mark their safe return from deployments and
celebrate Meeanee Day. Alas, the few Branch members
who attended were non-marchers but were able explain
the significance of the Oak Leaves to puzzled spectators.
This splendid event must be tinged with some sadness as
the departure from Chester of the 22nd‘s successors severs
the city’s historic link with the Regiment and soon, it
Mike Dempsey will carry on as treasurer,whilst his wife
seems, with the army as a whole.
Peter Jackson Shirley will stand in as secretary. Despite my enforced
absence the Branch status is still excellent, with 18
members and two more "in the pipeline" proves that no61,33(76
one is indispendable.
(YHQWKRXJKKHFRPHVIURPDORQJGLVWLQJXLVKHG
OLQH,ZRXOGQRWEUHHGIURPWKLVRIILFHU
,FRXOGQRWZDUPWRWKLVPDQHYHQLIZHZHUH
FUHPDWHGWRJHWKHU



I close these notes by reporting on the funeral of Brenda
Hannigan, who sadly passed away just before Christmas
2017. There was a large attendance at the funeral, where
everyone was reminded of her help to the community of
the Town, with emphasis on her work with RBL
Ellesmere Port Branch where she was Branch President
and organizer of the local Poppy Day Appeal, for around
fifty years. Unfortunately, her staunch support for the
Ellesmere Port Branch CRA was missed out. We
remember her "gusto", organizing ability and constant,
unfailing support to our group. Brenda will be sadly
missed by us all, but will be remembered with love and
affection by all.
Gordon Kipps

HALTON BRANCH
Since the last news letter Halton Branch have been very
busy.
Firstly at the final Annual Rally Night held at Halton
Royal British Legion members of the branch helped with
the organisation of the evening with The Rally Section,
decorating the room, and generally helping out where we
could.
Then we paraded on two armistices parades in Runcorn,
one at Halton Village in the morning and one at
Greenway Road Runcorn Town in the afternoon.
Members of the branch also laid a wreath on Todger
Jones statue which is also on Greenway Road.
Halton Branch Members also attended 2 Mercian
Meeanee Day Parade Chester on Saturday 17th February
2018.
Future events for Halton Branch for 2018 are on the 30th
March 2018 members and families are doing the WW1
battlefields tour.
Myself and our Branch Secretary Vinnie Morris have
been invited on behalf of the branch to help out and help
run a WW1 Centenary 1914 1918 night at Halton Royal
British Legion on the 9th November 2018.
For just over a year and 3 months Our Branch Secretary
Vinnie Morris has been working on a project for the
Branch on a Boer War Memorial. This is in his own
words where he’s up to with it so far.
JJohn Donaldson

3D\LQJUHVSHFWVWR7RGJHU-RQHV9&'&0
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It was Remembrance Sunday 2016 and Halton Branch
CRA had just finished the parade at Halton Royal British
Legion. As I was in the queue at the bar for the first welldeserved pint of what was hopefully going to be a long
session, I was approached by a member of the legion. He
asked whether my lads would like to join a couple of
Legion members to lay a wreath at the BOER war
memorial. ‘Which memorial?’ I asked. ‘The one just up
the hill next to the Castle’ was the reply.
This ten-foot stone cross had been there all my life in
Runcorn, but I never knew what it was for. So, I gathered a
few of the Cheshire lads and off we strolled with 6 or 7
legion old timers. We walked the 200 yards up the hill
with a poppy wreath to this large stone cross. As we
gathered around it, all eyes looked at me to say a few
words. Loudly and proudly I said the exaltation and
timed a 2 minutes silence on my mobile phone. As we
walked back down the hill to the Legion, talk was of the
poor condition of the stone and how people had forgotten
about the cross.
The following week I took a walk to the Castle and to
read what it actually said on the cross. It reads “to the
glory of god for the safe return of members of Halton
Parish from the South African war 1899 – 1902”.
It had the names and regiments of 11 soldiers engraved
around the base. I then decided to take some photographs
and I could clearly see the poor condition of this
forgotten memorial. Back at home I did what most of us
would do and ‘Googled’ it. I found no information - no
mention anywhere of this cross, the names on the
memorial, or Halton parish. For the next year I halfheartedly tried to search for more information until the
following remembrance Sunday, when we carried out the
same short but meaningful ceremony.
That’s when I thought ‘I am now going for it!’ I uploaded
photos on memorial websites, contacted and emailed war
memorial web pages, and the Imperial War Museum but
they all came back with the same answers; “ we know
nothing”, or “sorry, it is not in our remit as we only deal
with WW1 0r WW2”. Emails were sent to local
churches, Halton Council and Norton Priory Museum,
but again I drew a blank. One thing was for sure though,
as a start I needed a ‘man who can’ to help restore it to a
semblance of its former glory at the very least. I
contacted a stone mason from Congleton called James
Galbraith. He gave me a price so I knew what I was
letting myself in for. After this, it was time to test the
power of Facebook. I uploaded some photos of the cross
with the title ‘HELP NEEDED’. I received lots of
messages, but all were pointing me to different contacts.
Someone did suggest posting it on Halton 9LOODJH
+LVWRU\ DQG +HULWDJH SDJH DQG WKDW ZDV ZKHQ , soon
started to get real offers of help.  $ gentleman from
Halton Council called Chris Featherstone and a lovely
lady called Rita Furnival said they would help with the
UHVHDUFKWKDWZDVVWLOOVREDGO\QHHGHG



Things went a little quiet until the beginning of February
this year when I had an email from the Memorial Trust.
They thanked me for the information and sent me a
starter pack as a ‘how to’ restore memorials. I realised I
was not alone in my aim as this had been tried before by
other individuals so this was heartening. The pack was
extremely helpful; STEP 1 - “get permission from the
owner” – aaargh! This is what I’d been trying to find out
for the last year!
Within a week of the helpful starter pack arriving and as
if by magic, I received an email from Chris who had
passed my details on to Paul Wright from Halton
Council. Paul said “we own the land it sits on, so
therefore we own the memorial“ - music to my ears!
Paul said he would be delighted for me to proceed with
the restoration and Chris got back to me to say he could
also help with any fund raising projects needed. Rita
from the Halton Heritage page also contacted me with
some more information. This keyboard ‘Wonder
Woman’ began sending me four emails a day with details
of all the names on the cross, with photos, service records
and even names of their pet dogs! I then started getting
messages from family members who again sent me more
fantastic information.
All this helped to answer one of my questions; ‘Were any
of the BOER war heroes in the Cheshire regiment?’ The
answer was: YES. Two had served in the 2 nd Earl of
Chester Volunteer battalion - the Cheshire Regiment.
One of the heroes had served in the 4th battalion before
joining the Welsh fusiliers.
Up to press a meeting is arranged in March with both
guys from Halton Council and James the stone mason.
This is to confirm the price for the restoration work and
what the next step will be………………………to be
continued.
Vinnie Morris

KIRKHAM BRANCH
I must start by saying what a great time the Kirkham
Branch members had on the Belgium trip in November
2017. Phil Rowe, Adam & Gordon and the Tranmere
Team did a very good job.
On a sad note, we are very sorry to hear that Alan Rowe
has died. Alan was a Cheshire Regiment man of the
highest order - RIP Alan and our condolences to Phil and
all the family.
We had our AGM on 16th January at the Stables Hotel,
Kirkham. The current committee have been asked to
carry on, namely:
Secretary: Ricky Burchett
Chairman: Noel Brooks
Treasurer: Bill Birkett
MTO: Tommy Davies
Branch Scribe: John Gibson
As I write I have learned that one of my old Malaya
mates, Len Hurcombe has died. Len was a member of
Walsall Branch. We always looked forward to the
Malaya Veterans' Reunion where Len was one of the best.
We send condolences to Yvonne and all his family. RIP
Len.
Well that's all for now.
John Gibson

SOUTHERN REGION
As I write the green shoots of Spring are
slowly appearing. Members of the Southern Region
emerged from their winter hibernation in order to attend
their first meeting of the year, which was also the
AGM.
No surprises again, as all committee
members were re-elected.
Our chairman, Harry
Hewitt continues to sun himself in the peace and
tranquility of Mogadishu, but we are somehow
managing to muddle through during his absence.
At the CRA AGM in Chester, Trevor Taylor was the
recipient of the General Peter Martin Award, for services
to the branch. Congratulations Trevor.
On 10th March we enjoyed a slightly more "low-key"
Meeanee Dinner at Browns of Covent Garden. We all
enjoyed a great time and special thanks to Nigel Howlett
for kindly providing the wine. We also took the
opportunity to present Trevor with his General Peter
Martin Award, as he was unable to receive it at the CRA
AGM.
Those who were lucky enough to get tickets will shortly
be attending the annual Army v Royal Navy rugby match
at Twickenham. Our next event will be the Inter Services
T20 Cricket Match at Lords on 14th June. We are
already planning our participation at the Cenotaph. If
anybody would like to join us then please get in contact.



There is a separate notice about this elsewhere in this
newsletter.

were invitations to attend Ypres 2018 and The
Remembrance Day Parade in Whitehall Nov 2018 with
the Burnley ex Services Club. An impromptu ‘get
together’ of the old A,B.C Company circa 1958-the
present day ish was to be held at the Regimental Club
with many long lost mates meeting up. The customary
“Do you remember and what ever happened to”
abounded. The addition of a welcome ‘Bob or two’
behind the Bar also. Already our diary is filling up.
Our first Branch Meeting of 2018 came and went with
several members absent due to the dreaded ‘Lurgi’ which
swept through our ranks with a vengeance. We learned
with regret of the passing of one of our Branch Ladies
Mrs Sarah Ainsworth whose late husband served in
Malta with the Cheshires during WW2. We were informed
also of the Death of Frank Warrel (Macc Branch). A
small Party from Stockport C.R.A were in attendance with
our Standards.
After
Frank’s
Commital
the
congregation were amused to hear Bud Flannagan ‘s
version of “Who do you think you are kidding Mister
Hitler”played as we exited the Crematorium. Next on our ‘
Last Post’ was the news that Ex Stockport CRA and 22nd
Cheshire member Ralph Brown sadly passed away on
7th Feb. Ralph ‘Bandit’ Brown was a member of note of
the Association Golf Society. He too will be
sadly missed.
A Commemorative event took place at the A.R.C Greek
St on Friday 16th February in Ralph’s memory. Sad
though expected was the Death of Mike Nolan ex 22nd
and long standing member of the C.R.A plus the
NMBVA M/cr. Mike suffered a long period of illness and
will be sorely missed not only for his enthusiasm but his
humour also. Next came our annual Meeanee Day parade
at which we welcomed home and marched with the
2nd Battalion Mercian Regiment. This being a very
important occasion not only as one of our Regimental
Battle Honours but the last time our Standards will be
paraded in Chester. A sad time for many of us but time
moves on and we wish the lads all good luck and
good fortune for the future. Chester will always be
‘Home’ to us though.
That same evening our Chairman Alan Kennedy along
with his family and association friends celebrated (in
style) his 80th Birthday. Alan actually thought he was
going to a ‘Tribute to’ Show until he entered the local
Flint St Club with his family. Our Branch Standard was
once again paraded with the local White Ensign
Association to commemorate the loss in WW2 of the
hospital Rescue Ship SS Stockport. This vessel was
simply named after our Town but nevertheless she is
considered Stockport’s representative. The C.R.A
AGM came and went in Chester with a noticeable
increase in members present -always a good sign. Mike
‘Nolan’s Funeral was held on March 1st at the Stockport
Crematorium and despite the atrocious weather some of
us, along with several of Micks’ mates from
Birkenhead who with true 22nd Spirit managed to
overcome the Arctic conditions to pay their respects.
The evening after we at our Branch drank
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We were sorry to learn of the passing of so many CRA
stalwarts in recent months. On a personal note I
will miss Alan Rowe, the backbone of Tranmere Branch
and a fellow Rovers supporter.
I also have fond
memories of Joan Perrin from my time at RHQ many
years ago.
To close on a happier note, we will soon be celebrating
with Les Stelfox as he reaches the milestone of 105 years
of ageRQWK0D\
George Szwejkowski

STOCKPORT BRANCH
Our Branch A.G.M held on December 1st came and went
and hopefully everyone enjoyed a very Happy Christmas
and New Year. Our long serving secretary Keith Mort
retired after 20 years service and for this he was duly
thanked and made a Life Member and as a token of
appreciation he was presented with a Silver Tankard with
years of service inscribed and faced with our Regimental
Cap Badge (See photo attached). Paul Lomas took up the
vacant Secretary’s position with Keith acting in an
advisory position. No further changes were made to our
committee ..But however I am tasked with the
continuance of our Newsletter. Once again an invitation
to the local Royal Signals Association Christmas Dinner
was received and duly supported. Our thoughts and best
wishes went to those who attended the Drop Inn Well
memorial ceremony again.Our friends at the Duke of
Lancaster OCA invited us to their annual Christmas Party
to which several accepted and attended. Open a gate and
Stockport’s there! Prior to our Yule Tide festivities
several of our members visited the local St Francis House
children’s Hospice taking with them the presents and
Christmas gifts donated by the local Armed Forces
Breakfast Club.
Our Christmas festivities and resulting hangovers done
and dusted with a very interesting and yet again a busy
future envisaged. An invitation to attend Stockport
College was received to give a lecture on Service life and
life after. This was duly carried out by Gary Thomas and
Paul Lomas. Several of our members were invited to the
Northern Malaya and Borneo Veterans M/cr Christmas
Party where a superb buffet and entertainment were the
order of the day also.We were pleased to hear of yet
another of the Kennedy Clan emerging unscathed from
the ITC at Catterick in the form of Paul Kennedy. Paul
being the son of Liam (WO 1 2nd Btn) and grandson of
Alan Kennedy. Paul being a 7th generation Soldier. Point
to ponder Paul do you answer your Dad with Sir??? Paul
continues the Kennedy family connection with our
Regiment. The local Breakfast Club raised £222.00 from
a charity raffle for SSAFA plus numerous presents which
were duly given to the Francis House Childrens’
Hospice. Thanks to all those who organised the event and
to those who supported it. Moves afoot for a proposed
YLVLWWRWKH%LUPLQJKDP7DWWRRZHUHXQGHUZD\IRUODWHU
LQWKH<HDUSOXVDYLVLWWRWKH%ODFN&RXQWU\0XVHXPDV
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SUEZ SILVERWARE!

An ex 1st Battalion Officers’ Mess Trophy is on display
in the Ante Room at RHQ Chester. It is the “Bachelors’
Cup 1953” and might prod a few aging memories! It is
understood that the trophy was subscribed for by the
bachelor officers at the time, the winner being the last
one to become married!

Keith Mort receiving a silver tankard from Alan
Kennedy

WALSALL BRANCH
May I wish all CRA Members a healthy and happy New
Year. The start of 2018 has not been good for us, we
have 5 of our members with health problems but
they are coming back to our monthly meetings so we
can get back to strength and have our discussions plus
good humoured debate.

Readers may wish to comment further or add to the story
but as a prompt, the following initials are engraved on the
other side: JMB, PWR, AFW, ALH-N, PDM-B, AFWA,
JHS, DRAC.
I’m not sure, but I suspect the late Tony HayesNewington was the winner?
.6

Our Christmas dinner on the 15th December was held at
The Victory Club, Willenhall, with the meal provided by
Carousel Catering which was first class and
the entertainment was very enjoyable.

3+2720(025,(6
:LWKWKDQNVWR%LOO6DONHOG

The calendar of events and activities are now
being formulated for the coming year. We
attended The Mercian Regt. Meeanee Day parade
and we hope to attend the AGM. The Malaya and
Singapore Reunion will be held on 2nd June at The
Victory Club, Lichfield Road, Willenhall WV12 5BB.
Anyone needing tickets or information for The
Reunion please contact me on my email
sudek4@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: no.01215568709. Mobile:07528927459

7KHEODFNIODJDW+DPDOD&DPS%DKUDLQ
PD\EULQJEDFNVRPHPHPRULHV

Joe Sadler

61,33(76
,QHYROXWLRQDU\WHUPVWKLVPDQLVRQWKHUHWXUQWULS
3UREDEO\WKHRQO\WKLQJWKDWWKLVPDQKDVDFKLHYHGRQ
KLVRZQLVKLVGDQGUXII
2IILFHUVOLNHKLPPDNH\RXZLVKWKDWELUWKFRQWURO
FRXOGEHUHWURVSHFWLYH
7KLV RIILFHU PD\ FRPH IURP D JRRG EDFNJURXQG DQG
KLV IDPLO\ OLVWHG LQ :KR V :KR EXW KH FHUWDLQO\
GRHVQ WNQRZZKDW VZKDW
This man reminds me of a gyroscope - he spins round
and round, but never really goes anywhere!
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BOOK REVIEW
BOOTS ON THE GROUND
Britain and her Army since 1945
by Richard Dannatt

Many of you will know Richard Dannatt, who retired
from the British Army in 2009, stepping down as Chief
of the General Staff. He was one of the more outspoken
military leaders in recent times, making him unpopular
with some politicians, but endearing himself to the
soldiers whom he commanded.
When I first picked up this book I wondered how the
story of the British Army since 1945 could fit into a book
of only 362 pages, although there are another 60 pages of
notes and a very useful index. Thumbing through the
book, I noticed that there was not a single map, which I
found quite unusual. From a personal point of view I
find maps quite boring - probably because it takes me too
long to understand them, although I am sure that others
find them a stimulating addition to any military narrative.
I have to confess that I did not read the book from cover
to cover in the traditional manner. Rather I dipped in and
out of the chapters with the help of the aforementioned
index. At the time of writing I have read pretty much all
of it, even re-reading some areas of greater interest to me.
In order to put this book into its proper context I think
that you must make a careful note of the book's sub-title
"Britain and her Army since 1945". What Richard
Dannatt did is to write a commentary on Britain as a
nation, through the perspective of the Army. You will
also notice that he is quite dispassionate in his
commentary, even when it comes to events that he was
involved in, particularly when Chief of the General Staff.
He makes it plain in his introduction that if you want his
personal opinions, then the place for that is his
autobiography "Leading from the Front", published in
2010.
I think that Richard Dannatt has done a terrific job of
putting the Army's role into perspective. He shines a
clear light on complex issues and explains how
politicians have handled (or more often mis-handled)
foreign policy, sometimes to the detriment of the British

soldier. The Cheshire's role in Bosnia is recalled in the
nine pages allocated to Op Grapple and perhaps this
highlights one criticism I have of the book, in that not all
conflicts or events, receive equal billing. Clearly Korea
for instance deserves more coverage than Sierra Leone,
but I am sure that there is a natural tendency to focus
more on the things that interest you most.
The book paints a fairly holistic picture of Britain and its
Army, but it also goes to an individual level at times,
although these are infrequent and succinct. One recurrent
thread is the decrease in troop numbers since 1945, from
a figure of almost three million to less than 82,000 by
2016. Another thread is the sometimes stormy
relationship between the military and the politicians.
Winston Churchill's words are quoted as a reminder of
the consequences of a politician's actions - "The
statesman who yields to war fever must realise that once
the signal is given, he is no longer the master of policy
but the slave of unforseeable and uncontrollable events".
For me, I found that the most interesting passages of the
book were the latter chapters, dealing with service, public
support and the almost mythical "Military Covenant".
He also touches on the vexed subject of front-line
soldiers being judged by civilian values and laws, with a
legal profession profitting from sometimes spurious
allegations.
The final chapter looks back and forward, but strangely
makes OLWWOH mention of recent advances in
technology, cyber warfare etc. Perhaps these were not
quite top of the priorities when he hung up his uniform in
2009. Writing a book of this scope was ambitious, but
Richard Dannatt achieved his objective with an
interesting account that can be easily understood by the
layperson as much as the veteran soldier.
Epilogue: In 2009 Richard Dannatt, when still merely
CGS, had his photograph taken in the company of two
members of the CRA (Southern Region). He was assured
that it would be a good career move! Within weeks he
was appointed Constable of the Tower of London, and
the following year he became Baron Dannatt and a
member of the House of Lords. He has yet to thank
Trevor Taylor and myself, but we are keeping our phones
on!
George Szwejkowski

A good career move for the CGS?
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ONCE SEEN
At a recent meeting of the Chester Branch brains trust,
which assembles each Friday to discus putting the world
to rights, and other such mundane matters, mention was
made of several Regimental characters.
Prominent amongst the hallowed list of names mentioned,
and there were many, were those of Ginger Birkby,
Fred Harrison and Dixie Dean. I knew them all and
indeed had a variety of good reasons to remember
them. Like, for instance, the one and only time time I
served with Mr Dean.
It all started in Suez following my first infection by
the YoYo Syndrome. The effects of that strange malaise
resulted in my appearing on an NCO’s Cadre passing out
parade with bits of cotton hanging where previously the
newly awarded chevron had been proudly sewn. A
short while later the powers that be decided that a job
away from the public gaze would help alleviate the
effects of the trauma I had suffered. Which is how I
became ‘B’ Companyarms storeman workingdirectly
under the control of the acutely short sighted WO2
‘Dixie’ Dean. Due to his affliction when Dixie wished
to speak with someone he would simply bellow a name
to all points of the compass. I soon became used to
being summoned in such a manner, often from a distance
of a few feet, and in time I learnt how to anticipate when
I might be needed. By doing so I occasionally
managed to preserve the peace, and the ear drums of
many.
I found the job of of arms storeman interesting and not
without a few perks. I was rarely required to appear on
muster parades or to perform guard duties, in fact I was
seldom seen in daylight at all. I had ample time to catch
up on my sleep, and for reading much of the highly
sought after educational literature written by the well
known American sociologist Hank Jansen. I also
acquired a prison pallor which was very noticeable when,
on the odd accasion, I would emerge blinking into the
sunlight looking like one of the undead.
But the time came when even CSM Dean noticed that I
was looking a little anaemic and in his wisdom
decided to get some colour back into my cheeks. He
did this by taking me on a Divisional exercise as his
general dogsbody. And roaming round the Arabian
desert, performing all sorts of tasks at the behest of a
man who most of the time couldn’t even see me,
soon restored my knees to the accepted colour. The
final day of the exercise was, to say the least, hectic. It
was a whirlwind of gathering up and packing arms,
stores, and equipment in order to meet a departure
deadline. Eventually depite some problems we returned
safely to Hodgson’s Camp. That evening I carried out
a full arms store check and was horrified to discover
that a Bren Gun was missing. I was also totally
mortified to discover that the absent item of ordnance had
been signed out by myself.
Readers of this august periodical will be able to imagine
the gist of my subsequent interviews with (a) Dixie
followed by (b) the Company Commander. Their



traumatic evaluation of my immediate future resulted in
my being despatched, post haste, with a Landrover and
driver to search for and hopefully find the missing
weapon before some passing Bedouin could discover the
full extent of Allah’s benevolence. It was suggested to
me that if the missing Bren gun was not found suicide
would be a better alternative than to return empty handed.
Suffice to say that the luck of the Fairbanks’s ( for once)
held and the LMG was located in the shadow of the Jebel
Ataqua standing forlorn guard over deserted slit trenches.
Shortly after this incident in 1953 Dixie and I went our
separate ways. I never saw or heard of him again until I
attended a Mons Reunion in 1973. The function was
held in County Hall Chester and, having lived in Austria
since leaving the army in 1964, it was my first contact
with the Regiment for many years. Happily I met several
old mates and, during a lull in proceedings, whilst on my
way to the bar in search of a drink, I spotted none other
than Dixie Dean holding court. I waited my turn
amongst the courtiers then, when the moment arrived, I
started to introduce myself. “Hello Mr Dean,” I said “
you won’t remember me but..”Dixie cut me short.
Across a twenty year gap in time he turned his near
sightless eyes approximately in my direction and said,
with absolute certainty, “ Your name is Fairbanks and
you lost a Bren Gun!”.

PERSONAL STANDARD
In 1962 I was posted to the 7th Battalion to be PSI of ‘B’
Company at Congleton. After settling in I was horrified
to discover that to commute to HQ at Macclesfield I
would be required to ride a motorbike. After a rapid
series of lessons I was duly classified as being competent
to drive an ancient BSA, which I was convinced was a
machine that had seen service on the Somme. I went to
great pains to avoid using it but when I did I never
exceeded the speed limit. Which is probably what saved
my life. One day, as I was driving along the road to
Macclesfield at a sedate thirty mph, when I suddenly
found myself lying beneath the aged contraption.
Luckily, apart from a few bruises, I was unhurt. A
subsequent investigation found that that the piston had
jammed causing myself and the BSA to reverse roles.
Soon after this incident a fellow PSI, Len Williams, was
involved in a similar incident which cost him his life. As
a direct consequence of this tragedy it was decided by the
powers that be that all motorcycles would be withdrawn
and where necessary all PSI’s would be taught to drive.
After passing my driving test I thankfully parted
company with the two wheeled monster and took
delivery of a couple of four wheeled replacements.
Early one Sunday morning I set out in our new 15cwt
truck to order pick up some local TA soldiers who were
to attend a one day Course at the Drill Hall. My route
included travelling up Rood Hill, which is very steep, and
therefore quite a challenge to many vehicles including
my 15 cwt. As I began to loose speed halfway up the hill
I glanced in my mirror prior to changing gear. It was
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It all started in early December 2014 when my daughter,
Amber Kelly said "dad when you are next off, can we go
walking somewhere"? And so we did. The first
walk was organised with an open invite put out on
Facebook and on 15 December 2014 the first walk
commenced at The Roaches Qear Leek. Only 4 of us on
this one but we had a great time and from there we
decided to do a walk once a month. I would select a venue
and organise it and put a post on Facebook inviting all my
friends.

We also wear silly hats and have been well supported by
Chester castle/museum who sell the pin badges and also
Bimble 22 T Shirts.
If you would like to join Bimble 22 just message any
member and you will be added.

$WWHQGDQFHZHQWIURPXSWRZKLFKLVVWLOORXUhighest
turnout for a monthly walk but our average is around
12. Many of our group are retired military mainly from
the Cheshire regiment, there are serving and retired Cops/
Pcso,s from Derbyshire and South Wales police, there
are teachers and support staff, nurses, factory
workers, basically there is a wide variety of people from
all walks of life but we all have one thing in common - a
love of hiking/walking.
They are a great bunch
whoHQMR\HDFKRWKHUVFRPSDQ\DQGKDYHDODXJKSOXV
MRLQLQJLQZLWKWKHEDQWHUZKLFKLVSUHWW\FRPPRQRQDOO
ZDONV
$Iter doing a number of walks, a few of us got together
and were making suggestions about having a
group walking weekend in Snowdonia. I decided to
trawl the internet looking for suitable locations and had
even fired off some e-mails to potential sites, at this
point Matt Cambell-Henry messaged me and offered
me a 70 bed ACF camp in the middle of
Snowdonia in Bethesda Wow!, well I snapped this
offer up and so began our yearly gathering at
Bethesda.Our first year in 2015 there was 12 of us, we
arrived onWKH6DWXUGD\DQGFOLPEHG6QRZGRQYLDWKHS\J
WUDFNRQWKH6XQGD\$OWKRXJKWKHUHZHUHRQO\RIXV
ZHKDGDIDEWLPH
In 2016 there was 30 of us and this time we arrived
on the Friday, Snowdon via Y Lliwedd on the Saturday
what an epic walk that was! and Anglesey on the Sunday.
In 2017 we had 26, we climbed Devil's Kitchen up to
Glyder Fawr and Fach, the saddle of Tryfan, this was on
the Saturday and back to Anglesey on Sunday.
All in all our long weekend every summer in Snowdonia
is a tremendous success, we charge £65 for your
accommodation, food and chef which is pretty cheap for
3 nights. This year's event will be in June 2018.
It was only this year that we decided to set up our
walking group on Facebook and the name that was
decided on was BIMBLE22 very apt and certainly had
the majority of the vote, we have 176 members, we still
GRPRQWKO\ZDONVEXWKDYHDOVRLQWURGXFHGZLOGFDPSLQJ
DVZHOOZHKDYHWKHSLQEDGJHDVRXUJURXSV\PERO
DQGWKRVHZKRWXUQXSRQDZDONRUZLOGFDPSZLWKRXW
WKHLUEDGJHDUHILQHG DOOPRQH\JRHVWRZDUGVRXU

\HDUO\YLVLWWR6QRZGRQLD

Stu Kelly
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HRH The Earl of Chester and Colonel in Chief paid
a successful visit to 1st Battalion The Mercian Regiment
at their Barracks last month. Whilst it coincided with
10 years of The Mercian Regiment, HRH reflected on
his association with the Cheshires. At risk of being sent
to the Tower, I thought I would touch on some
memories and maybe encourage some additions or
corrections, at risk of having company in the Tower!!
His first visit was as long ago as 1972 when we were in
Berlin, coincidentally with the Worcestershire
and Sherwood Foresters and the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment. At the time we were all in the
Prince of Wales’s Division.
The visit was a
remarkable introduction as it started with an
Officers’ Mess Reception at 11pm (!) prior to a full visit
programme the following day. (The things “one”
agrees to in “one’s” youth!)
In 1973, HRH presented new colours to 1st Battalion on
the Square at Chester Castle. It is a very special setting
and the memorial painting reflects the splendour of the
occasion.
Lt Col Charles Lane was the
parade commander. Much more recently HRH
visited the Regimental Headquarters and Museum in its
Castle wing. However, it was not until 11 June 1977 that
he became Colonel in Chief of the 22nd.
This was followed by a visit to Minden in early
1978. The Battalion were in Elizabeth Barracks
with its characteristic “Hitler” blocks and the APCs
parked on the Square. The February visit and cold
weather raised a debate over having a “Snow” as well as
a “Wet” weather programme but, apparently, they thought
this would be a disappointment to the Colonel-in-Chief
as he was just back from having 10 days skiing in
Klosters!
With the Battalion back in England and based in
Tidworth, it was much easier to arrange visits. They
don’t always go according to plan and his arrival at
Aliwal Barracks in 1979 was met with the usual parade
formality, but on this occasion, no doubt after
considerable rehearsal, the Band played the Royal Salute
and the Royal Standard duly unfurled at the top of the
mast, “upside down”! The press, of course, had a field
day and the Regiment made the front pages of the
national papers the following morning! There would
have been a considerable “post mortem” of course, but
the Provost Corporal eventually promoted to Sergeant
Major and both the Commanding Officer and Adjutant
later became Colonels of the Regiment!

HRH has often arranged his visits when the Battalion has
been on exercise doing something positive. Preparing for
Northern Ireland operations was a common theme, but he
visited the Battalion after their 2-year spell in Hong
Kong, when they were on Lydd & Hythe Ranges. This
time, he arrived by train and at a planned stop at a level
crossing about a mile north of Lydd, he was met by the
Colonel of the Regiment. It was a brief run around the
ranges, but after lunch the VIPs were invited to a
“falling-plate” competition, HRH’s team consisted of his
Equerry, a detective, the Commanding Officer, Lt Col
Tony Twiss, and himself. The Colonel of the Regiment’s
team consisted of Brigadier Prosser, The Adjutant, the
RSM and an ex-Regimental lieutenant colonel. We were
lined up to run down to the firing point on seeing the
targets, which when they came up were balloons!
Inevitably the Colonel of the Regiment’s Team won. His
mystery lieutenant colonel was his one-time platoon
sergeant from Malaya who had risen up to be Adjutant of
the Small Arms School Corps and had numerous
shooting trophies to his name!
Such is the
competitiveness in this fine Regiment!
In 1989 HRH was able to present new colours to the
Regiment on their 300th anniversary. This was on the
Roodee at Chester. It was a glorious setting and
everyone was out in their summer finest, during a
positive heat wave. Unfortunately, the heavens opened
as the troops marched on…indeed it rained “stair-rods”
to start with and whilst the soldiers steamed in their
barathea at the following Cathedral Service, the girls had
to brave out the damage to their summer hats and silk
dresses. The occasion more than recovered with a
fabulous Officers” Mess ball (in which the subalterns
were after dances with the Colonel-in-Chief’s first
dancing partner, the Colonel of Regiment’s wife, so that
they could say “they danced with the girl who danced
with the Prince of Wales!” – I think Capt Bede
Etherington had the pleasure!!). We also had a fabulous
sunny and dry “open” day with the families at the Dale.
The late Lieutenant Colonel Philip Wilde was
commanding 3rd Battalion on that parade, and it has been
great to see his son Ben commanding the 2 nd Battalion
and who had the opportunity of meeting the Colonel in
Chief again on this most recent visit to 1st Battalion.

Whilst Bulford is very accessible for visits, it is less
likely that HRH will be able to go to Cyprus or on
operational tours for obvious political reasons, although I
think he did once manage to visit the Battalion in
Ballykelly when they were there with Lt Col Brian
HRH visited Tidworth again in 1981, and to the surprise Watters and to Stanford Training area prior to another
and delight of many, was accompanied by his then operational tour under Lt Col Philip Astle.
fiancée, Lady Diana Spencer. In keeping with the I hope this quick run-down memory lane prompts some
relative informality and family spirit, he made his mark other memories of excellent visits by our Colonel in
by departing in his open-top Aston Martin!
Chief.
Keith Skempton
“Clang!” (sent from the Tower!!)
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Our mentor had been a young soldier and what he didn't
know about kit layout in our lockers wasn't worth
knowing! He demonstrated how to bull our boots, setting
fire to the polish we'd layered on to get rid of the pimples,
using a spoon handle and then spending hours going
round and round with a finger in a yellow duster using
Kiwi black polish until as if by magic our faces were
reflected in their gleaming surface! Blancoing our belts,
gaiters, magazine pouches etc. "Don't you dare put it on
too thick 'cos it cracks and yer'll end up on jankers! What
will yer end up on?"

"A single ticket to The Dale please!" "Yes guv", and I
was on the final part of my journey up from London to
begin my National Service.
My call-up papers had landed on the door mat at home in
London, enclosing a rail pass and strict instructions to
report to the Cheshire Regimental guard room, The Dale,
by 1430 hours 10th October 1956.
The usual medical was completed, in a drill hall in Acton,
tests of various kinds being carried out by various
doctors, with us 'soon to be squaddies' wandering around
in the buff, from test to test. The word had got round that
if you drank a bottle of Tizer before our medicals it
would so upset the urine sample they would never accept
us as A1 fit!
Eyes tested, throat peered down, 'bend down, turn
around', knees hit with a hammer with legs crossed, I was
told I was passed as A1 fit. "Right you." said the Sgt.
"Get yer clothes back on double quick time and report at
that desk over there". I filled in the form supplied,
answering various questions like, "Which mob do you
want to join then?" "Army , Corporal". "Right then!
Choice of Regiment?" "Cheshires corporal." "And why is
that then?" "My Dad was in the Cheshires in the War and
I want to follow on." That seemed to satisfy him - Then
came the follow up details - "His Name?" " EJT Pavitt,
Corporal". "Rank?" "Captain, Corporal". "Right then.
You'll be hearing from us. By the way, good news; you're
A1 fit. You're in. NEXT!"
The haircut Frank had given me was short - I mean short!
It was just right.! One day following reporting for duty at
the guardroom, we passed through the battalion stores,
collecting BD top, BD trousers, boots two, gaiters two,
belt webbing one, great coat one (Canadian! And what a
cut! Immaculate! In the cold weather to come, it was
brilliant out on the Sealand ranges - it was my pride and
joy!). mess tins two, KFS one, set towels two, pjs two
pairs, socks pairs 4 button stick etc etc. We staggered
back to our billet on the first floor, knees buckling under
the weight of our kit.

"Nar then - yer locker inspection. Every morning they'll
come round to see yer lay out. So. Boots here. Clothes
here - this wide and this thick. Use pieces of card stuck
in, then you fold it round like this. To get the same shape.
Same size. Ok? Got the idea? Mug, plate, KFS on this
shelf." And so it went on.
We were a motley group, nearly everyone was from
Cheshire, several Scousers, others lads from Staffordshire
and Worcestershire while I was the only foreigner! The
three lads from Roman Catholic boarding schools knelt
by their beds each night to say their prayers - to thank
God for getting them through another day I guess, while I
preferred to stay in the warm and say my thanks in bed!
6 a.m and reveille - an incredible screaming of, "Get out
of bed yer lazy, idle gits! The Sun's burning yer eyeballs
out"! This from our barrack room corporal. Bugle blaring
outside. You couldn't stay in bed with that going on! 12
tousled haired 18 year olds shot out of bed like canon
balls, headed for the ablutions, hurtled back to pull on
itchy shirts, itchy BD top and trousers, held up by issue
grey braces, tied our khaki issue bootlace ties and stood
ready to march down to breakfast.
"Nar look, you 'orrible shower. This is my barrack room
and I want it to be the best room in the whole beep beep
barracks. Have yer got that?" "Yes Corp". " I'm not Corp
to you yer morons. That's reserved for me friends - and
yer not my friends! Ave yer got that?" "Yes Corp"!
There's something about Army life that can bring about a
smile, the slightest twitching of the mouth, even when
you're being beasted and even in the most difficult of
circumstances! But we hadn't seen anything yet! Frank's
hair cut that he had given was demolished, leaving me
looking
like
the
proverbial
gooseberry!
Next issue - life as D National Service Squaddy in the
Cheshires.
Applying for promotion - Eaton Hall or bust!
The passing out dance.
The Vicar of Hoole's daughter!
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GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE
TREE PLANTING

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private
Parties by arrangement.
A concessionary hire
rate for CRA members’ private use applies. Branches
do not pay to use the Club.
Normal opening times are:
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1900-2330
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday by
prior arrangement
For all Club enquiries, contact Mike Smith on 07906
753699

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
11 May - Race Day Reunion, Chester Castle
2 June - Malaya/Singapore Reunion, Walsall
9 Sep- Final Mons Day Reunion and lunch, Chester
27 Oct - East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
9 Dec (tbc) - Droppin Well Memorial, Ballykelly

On Christmas Eve, Master Matthew Cordrey, aged
4years, grandson of Major General Keith Skempton, was
invited to plant a tree in the Regimental Garden of
Remembrance. Mr Phil Hunt, The Custos Hortorum, had
suggested the generation jump as young Matthew and
future generations of Cheshires and Mercians might see it
grow to a significant height!! The photograph shows
Matthew enthusiastically treading in, supported by his
Mum, Kyra and Grandpa!!
For the botanists amongst you, the tree is a Metasequoia
glyptostroboides, known as “Goldrush”. It has been
chosen for its “Buff” foliage! Needless to say, as a
redwood, it will grow to a significant height with
appropriate grandeur.

MALAYA & SINGAPORE REUNION
The Malaya and Singapore Reunion will be held on 2nd

June at The Victory Club, Lichfield Road, Willenhall
WV12 5BB.
7pm for 7.45
Supper and live entertainment
Tickets £8 each.
Anyone needing tickets or information for the reunion
please contact me on my email sudek4@hotmail.co.uk.
Tel: no.01215568709.Mobile:07528927459
Joe Sadler

5HPHPEUDQFH 7UDYHO LV WU\LQJ WR ILQG DOO VXUYLYLQJ YHWHUDQV RI
::,, WR SDUWLFLSDWH LQ IXQGHG /,%25 7RXUV RI 5HPHPEUDQFH WR
ZKHUH WKH\ VHUYHG  7KH 5R\DO %ULWLVK /HJLRQ KDV EHHQ UXQQLQJ
/,%25IXQGHGWRXUVIRU1RUPDQG\YHWHUDQVIRUWKHSDVWIRXU\HDUV
DQG WKDQNV WR DGGLWLRQDO /,%25 IXQGLQJ LV QRZ DEOH WR ZLGHQ WKH
WRXUVWRDOOYHWHUDQVRI::,,
7KHWRXUVZLOOWDNHSODFHIURPVSULQJWRDXWXPQDV QXPEHUVGHPDQG
DQGZLOOJLYH::,,YHWHUDQV±QRZPRVWO\LQWKHLUVWKHFKDQFH
WR PHHW XS ZLWK IHOORZ YHWHUDQV YLVLW VLJQLILFDQW EDWWOHILHOG VLWHV
FHPHWHULHVDQGPHPRULDOV7KHWRXUVZLOOEHOHGE\DQRIILFLDO5R\DO
%ULWLVK/HJLRQJXLGHDQGWKHWRXUVZLOOLQFOXGH
2YHUQLJKW% %DFFRPPRGDWLRQSUHDQGSRVWWRXU DVUHTXLUHG
$FFRPPRGDWLRQRQDGLQQHUEHGDQGEUHDNIDVWEDVLVGXULQJWKHWRXU
$LUUDLOIHUU\RUH[HFXWLYHFRDFKWUDYHODVSHUWKHLWLQHUDU\
9LVLWVWRZDUPHPRULDOVFHPHWHULHVDQGVLJQLILFDQWVLWHV
(QWUDQFHIHHV
0HGLF
8S WR  SHU SHUVRQ DOORZDQFH IRU WUDYHO WR DQG IURP WKH WRXU
GHSDUWXUHSRLQW
7RXUV GR QRW LQFOXGH OXQFKHV WUDYHO LQVXUDQFH DQG LWHPV RI D
SHUVRQDOQDWXUH
7KHVHWRXUVDUHDOVRRSHQWRRUJDQLVDWLRQVDQGDVVRFLDWLRQV,IWKHUH
LVDJURXSRIYHWHUDQV SDVVHQJHUV RUPRUHZHZLOORSHUDWHD
FRDFK DW QR FKDUJH IURP D ORFDO GHSDUWXUH SRLQW WR MRLQ DQ H[LVWLQJ
WRXU RU RSHUDWH D VHSDUDWH WRXU 3OHDVH QRWH WKH JURXS ZRXOG QRW
TXDOLI\IRUWKH WUDYHODOORZDQFH
,I\RXDUHDYHWHUDQRUNQRZRIDYHWHUDQZKRZRXOGOLNHWREHQHILW
IURPWKHVHWRXUVSOHDVHFRQWDFWXVRQWRUHJLVWHU\RXU
LQWHUHVWRUZULWHWR5HPHPEUDQFH7UDYHO&2$UHQD7UDYHO%HWWV
$YH0DUWOHVKDP+HDWK,SVZLFK6XIIRON,35+

61,33(76
7KHUHLVDORWOHVVWRWKLVPDQWKDQPHHWVWKHH\H
+HLVDVVSLQHOHVVDVDOHQJWKRIZHWVSDJKHWWL

/,%25728562)5(0(0%5$1&(



0#*56"3:
$ODQ5RZH
WK6HSWHPEHUQG)HEUXDU\
,ILUVWPHW$ODQLQ:DUPLQVWHU+HKDGMXVWUHWXUQHGIURP&KHSVWRZDQGMRLQHG%&R\DV3O6JW3O$ELJ
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JROISOD\LQJRIIVFUDWFKDWKLVEHVW
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VHUYLQJ LQ *HUPDQ\ %DKUDLQ 1,UHODQG ILQDOO\ FRPSOHWLQJ KLV VHUYLFH LQ &\SUXV ZKHUH KH VHUYHG DV 5406
DIWHU\HDUVVHUYLFH2YHUWKHODVW\HDUVRUVR$ODQGHGLFDWHGDORWRIKLVVSDUHWLPH UHWLUHPHQW\HDUV 
YROXQWHHULQJKLVVHUYLFHVWRKHOSLQJRXWLQ5+4DQG7KH5HJLPHQWDO0XVHXPDVVLVWLQJLQWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQRI
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WKURXJKDQGWKURXJK+HZLOOEHVDGO\PLVVHGE\DOOZKRNQHZKLP
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