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EDITORIAL

CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

The day had to come, but it did not make the news any
less sad when we learned of the death of Brigadier Mike
Dauncey DSO DL. There cannot be many members of
the CRA whose lives have not been touched by his
presence, and his passing creates a massive void in the
ranks of the CRA. He was a 22nd legend, and I hope that
you will all read of his amazing life on page 16.

I must start by saying what a brilliant job George
Szwejkowski made of the last copy of the Association E
Newsletter, I don’t think the quality suffered from being
delivered electronically and for those who want to hold a
document when reading then there is always the option of
printing it out. Many thanks to branches and individuals
for ensuring this gets the widest coverage possible. One
area of concern though is the lack of material being sent
to George for inclusion.

As I write we have just moved beyond the period of
remembrance for our war dead and I though it opportune
to pay tribute to an organisation that rarely gets a
mention, although their work is seen and admired,
particularly at this time of year. I am referring to the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, which is 100
years old this year. They meticulously maintain 23,000
cemeteries in over 150 countries, ensuring that 1.7
million men and women will never be forgotten. This is
achieved with 1,300 staff, including 850 gardeners and a
budget of £65 million. I am sure that you will agree with
me that they do an amazing job and it is re-assuring to
know that those who gave their lives for our freedom will
always be remembered.

It is always sad to hear of members passing on and many,
like myself, will always turn to the “Last Post” section on
the rear page of the newsletter to see who has fallen since
the last publication. There are always names of people
that we all remember for a variety of reasons but this
time around the inclusion of Brigadier Mike Dauncey
DSO DL makes all of us stop and think of a true
regimental figure who always had a word for each and
every one of us. I recall an occasion in Blackpool, at a
CRA reunion, when he came along with an A4 hard
backed book and every member in attendance was asked
to record his details and a little bit about himself so in the
weeks after the reunion the Brigadier could sit quietly
and remember the occasion by putting names to faces.

I end with another plea for contributions to the
newsletter. All anecdotes and reminiscences will be
favourably received and will help this newsletter to
continue.

Continued on Page 2.......
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Another name which appears this time is another
regimental character in Raymond (Frank) Judge, Frank
had been a stalwart member of the Drums Platoon before
rising to the position of Drum Major. RIP to these two
gentlemen and all the others who appear in the Last Post.

THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 7TH OCTOBER 2017
PRESENT: Peter Gresty (Chairman), Ray Brennan
(Birkenhead), John Donaldson (Halton), John Fairbanks
(Chester), Alan Kennedy (Stockport), Maj Eddie
Pickering MBE (Secretary).
Apologies were received from George Szwejkowski and
Brig Twiss (Southern Region)

The summer has been busy with a lot happening around
the Association since the last edition of the newsletter
with Platoon Reunions, Signals Pl and 5 Pl, CRA
Reunions, East Cheshire Reunion, Golf events, Mons
Service and many more. Well done to all for organising
these events and for keeping them going.

1. The Chairman opened the meeting, welcoming those
who had attended and apologised for the short notice
cancellation of the planned meeting in September adding
that he hoped it had not caused inconvenience..

The Mons Reunion was not well supported and following
the anniversary of the end of the war next year we will
consider what, if anything, we will do to remember this
anniversary.

2. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed,
the were no matters arising. John Donaldson proposed
that they be accepted as a true record and Ray Brennan
seconded the proposal. CARRIED.

A pilgrimage with great sentimental value for the CRA
was that undertaken by Stockport Branch to Belgium for
the 100th Anniversary of Passchendaele. This famous
part of the First World War included the battle of St
Julien at which the 6th Bn suffered such horrendous
casualties and details of the trip will appear elsewhere
within this newsletter. To ensure that it was remembered
in Stockport as much as in Belgium a service and lunch
was held the following weekend at which the attendance
was very good.

3. The Chairman said that he was encouraged by the way
members of the CRA show their support for each other.
He mentioned the large numbers who attend the funerals
of members who have died and the distances travelled to
attend some of them. He went on to express his
disappointment at the very low turnout for the Mons Day
commemoration and that it would be discussed later in
the meeting. He spoke about Gen Skempton’s letter about
the changes to how the Memorial Garden at Chester
Cathedral is maintained and asked branches to consider
making a donation to help with the upkeep.

This year sees the 35th Anniversary of The Droppin Well
bomb, where we lost so many good friends and
colleagues, and as usual there will be a service held in
Tamlaghtfinlagan Church on Sunday 3rd December
organised by Ken Cooper and Limavady Branch. Many
of the families of those murdered by this atrocity are
getting older and are finding it harder and harder to travel
and attend this memorial service so inevitably the
numbers attending are reducing year on year but for those
who can make it this year I will see you there.

4. The Secretary presented the financial statement and
explained the liabilities. He said that the outstanding
problem with relinquishing the franking machine is about
to be resolved and that we should have a clearer picture
of our financial position as a result. The CRA fund has a
little over £3000 as a result of some large donations over
the last few months, this will help continue the work of
the association. With regard to the Club, takings are
down over the trading year to date, if things do not
improve, there may not be enough in reserve to continue
beyond the next two years. He stated that none of the
money agreed for improvements of the club at the
previous meeting has been used because of the news of a
review of RHQs and the awaited decision, there being no
point in redecorating or replacing large items if the MOD
were about to dispose of the building.

The CRA Committee held a meeting recently and a copy
of the minutes from that meeting is included in the
newsletter. Attendance at these meetings has been poor
this year and we will discuss what needs to be done at the
AGM in February. The CRA club is also suffering at the
moment, despite the best efforts of Eddie Pickering and
Mike Smith, with takings down on last year so if you can
support it during those evenings it is open or by booking
the club for a private or branch event your custom would
be really appreciated.
Christmas is fast approaching and as this is the last
newsletter before it I would like to wish each and every
member of the Association, and their families, a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

5. Future Events.
 East Cheshire Reunion. Plans are well in hand for the

Peter Gresty
Chairman CRA Committee

2017 Reunion. Future reunions will be organised by
Stockport Branch.
 Droppin Well Memorial. This is taking place on 3rd

December, the Chairman is attending.
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 2 MERCIAN Parade and Thanksgiving Service. 17

 The 2018 Malaya and Singapore Reunion. This is

February 2018. The CRA have been invited to take part
in this event, both marching and the service. No further
details are known. It is possible that this will be followed
by the AGM.

organised by Walsall Branch and details will be
circulated when known.
 Commemorations of the Centenary of The Armistice.

There are no plans for a Regimental effort, it will be up
to Branches locally. The Secretary requested that he be
kept up to date with any initiatives and plans.

 Race Day. If possible, the CRA Club will be open as

usual on this day. It is unlikely that 2 MERCIAN will be
able to lend support for an enclosure on the Racecourse
as they will be in the final stages of preparing for their
move to Cyprus
 Mons Day 2018. In view of the diminishing attendance

year on year, a discussion was held about whether this
should continue to be held. The view is that we should
hold one final Mons Reunion as it is the 100th
Anniversary of the end of The Great War, the format to
be the same as 2017.

6. Other business. Ray Brennan invited CRA members to
join them for their annual Christmas Lunch at the Civil
Hall, School Lane, New Ferry. The cost for a 3 Course
lunch will be £20 per head, after lunch the Wall-eye
Ladies Choir will give a performance. Details can be
obtained from Birkenhead Branch.
7. Date of the next meeting: 20 January 2018 at 11am

EAST CHESHIRE REUNION
On Saturday 28th October members of the CRA sat down
to a Cheshire hot-pot as we celebrated the 69th East
Cheshire Reunion. Aficionados may point out that this is
not strictly true, as the event originally started out as a
reunion for members of our 7th Battalion in
Macclesfield. Only in more recent years has it been
known as the East Cheshire Reunion and held at the
Armoury in Stockport. Whatever the case, it was the
69th time that a Cheshire Regiment reunion had been
held in East Cheshire.

The hot-pot was of good quality and quantity, with a
good selection of cheese and biscuits to follow, all
washed down with copious amounts of John Smiths, or
similar beverage.
This year Brigadier James Percival took on the duties of
the Presiding Officer and we were entertained with his
recollections of Malaya, in particular the exploits of Alan
Kennedy. It was great to see so many members of the
CRA, who give the East Cheshire Reunion their support
every year, some travelling long distances in order to
attend. Finally and most importantly, we must thank
Lawrence Dunning for organising another excellent
evening.

As was traditional, the evening began with a march on of
the standard, carried out by Derek Sykes in exemplary
manner. A wreath was then laid for our fallen comrades,
before pages of the Book of Remembrance were turned
by senior members of the CRA. The names of those who
had passed to higher formation since the last reunion,
were then read out by Peter Gresty.
The formal part of the evening was completed by the
blowing of "Last Post" and "Reveille" by members of the
Bollington Brass Band. We then worked up an appetite
by singing "Abide with Me".
It was good to see the event supported so well once
again, and it was particularly good to see Percy Cooke
looking so sprightly. It was also good to see Captain
John Ferns with drink in hand. He has had a very
difficult time recently, so it was good to see him on the
road to recovery.

Brigadier James Percival sharing his memories of Malaya

Tommy Cooper - Army
There's this about the Army - you never have to decide on what to wear!
Isn't it funny? Even in the Army everything went wrong with me. I shall never forget when I first joined. They said
"Would you like a commission?" I said "No - just a straight salary!"
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CHESTER CATHEDRAL - SITREP
A tall redwood fir, a Metasequoia “Goldrush”, is
planned to be positioned in the corner of the South
Transept and Quire but in close proximity to the
catafalque. This magnificent and erect specimen conifer
has a buff hue to its leaves, most vivid in autumn.

GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE

An oak tree is planned to be included, provisionally in
the location on the bank behind the Regimental Badge.
Mr Hunt is to investigate the costs of procuring a
sapling from Dettingen as the oak is a key symbol for
the Regiment, dating back to the Battle of Dettingen
(1743), in which King George II, the last reigning
monarch to fight with his troops on the battlefield, was
reputedly saved by a detachment of the regiment,
defending him under an oak, following which he asked
that the Regiment wear the oak as their emblem.
Irrespective of the exact authenticity of this anecdote of
history, the oak and acorn emblems have been worn for
significant years, and continue today on the on the
uniform of the new Mercian Regiment. The alternative
would be a Cheshire Oak.

The article in the last Newsletter (Vol 2 Issue 28)
explained the need to take an interest in the Cheshire
Regiment Garden of Remembrance at Chester Cathedral.
There has been real progress since and this is a timely
“Sitrep” on the plan and its execution.
By way of resume, in 1951, The Cheshire Regiment was
granted a (100 year??) license by the Dean & Chapter of
Chester Cathedral to oversee the maintenance of the
Garden of Remembrance. The primary aims being:

The plan includes the creation of a regimental acorn
and oak leaf motif in the form of naturalised crocus
bulbs in Regimental colours. This is in addition to an
oak leaf pattern, already planted in the area between the
gate and the cataphalque.

Use the garden for the benefit of the Community as a
whole
Management within the control of Trustees – although
approved by Dean & Chapter

The Trustees and the Cathedral liked the proposed
raised "sensory garden" proposal but agreed that plans
should be put on hold for further consideration and
funds. This would be at wheel chair height and have
plants chosen particularly for their touch and aroma.

To maintain in good order and condition
This summer, Cheshire West and Chester Council gave
up the funding and provision of flowers for the main part
of the garden which, when in bloom, depicted WW2
Victory a medal ribbon, the catafalque representing the
bar and the Regimental Badge representing the medal.
Following a very positive response to our plea for
donations to replant the garden and ensure flowers at the
Regimental Chapel, a group of Trustees has been formed
and their first meeting was held on 2 November at the
Cathedral Deanery, with the Acting Dean and Vice Dean
present.
A plan for the Garden had been drawn up by Mr Phil
Hunt, the Custus Hortorum. This was put to the Trustees
who approved the plan in principle and allocated funds
for
the
overall
layout
and
immediate
planting requirements. Funds were also allocated for
flowers at The Regimental Chapel of the Cheshire
Regiment. The Cathedral Chapter has been asked
to approve the proposal. The overall plan retains
the catafalque and regimental badge but puts to turf
the centre area. The borders are cut in the shape of
oak leaves with shrubs being planted to replicate
regimental colours of cerise and buff. Some of the
Cheshire Regiment roses have been replanted to these
borders.

The Trustees deferred the proposed Garden of Tranquility
until the initial garden plan was established to ensure how
best it would fit in.
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The Trustees agreed that the statue would be
beyond economic viability for the “Trust” but that
further enquiries would be made regarding other sources.
There is a proposal for a Regimental statue in
Market Square with fund-raising about to start. The
situation would continue to be monitored.

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

The Cathedral Chapter have been asked to approve
the removal of the Yew hedge to open up the garden,
visually to those walking between St Werberg St and
the Walls. We have also asked for the Regimental
badges at the Garden gate to be cleaned and renovated.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission owes its
existence to the vision and determination of one man - Sir
Fabian Ware. Neither a soldier nor a politician, Ware was
nevertheless well placed to respond to the public's reaction to
the enormous losses in the war. At the age of 45 he was too old
to fight but he became the commander of a mobile unit of the
British Red Cross. Saddened by the sheer number of casualties,
he felt driven to find a way to ensure the final resting places of
the dead would not be lost forever.

I hope all ex Cheshires will be pleased with this and
to know that progress is already being made with returfing and the cutting of the beds. The garden is already
looking much better and the project will have a
botanic quality befitting the Regiment and the
memory of those who have served.

His vision chimed with the times. Under his dynamic
leadership, his unit began recording and caring for all the
graves they could find. By 1915, their work was given official
recognition by the War Office and incorporated into the British
Army as the Graves Registration Commission.
Ware was keen that the spirit of Imperial cooperation evident in
the war was reflected in the work of his organisation.
Encouraged by the Prince of Wales, he submitted a
memorandum to the Imperial War Conference. In May 1917,
the Imperial War Graves Commission was established by
Royal Charter, with the Prince serving as President and Ware
as Vice-Chairman.

REGIMENTAL CHAPEL FLOWERS

The Trustees approved funds for the placing of flowers
on 5 key Regimental dates and a further sum to allow
flowers to be placed for the remaining 5 months of the
year if possible. The key dates proposed are:
· Feb. Meeanee (The Regiment - 17 Feb 1843);
· Apr. Middle East (Remembering Mesopotamia 1916,
Palestine 1917, Suez, Iraq and Afghanistan since the
WW2)

The Commission's work began in earnest after the Armistice.
Once land for cemeteries and memorials had been guaranteed,
the enormous task of recording the details of the dead began.
By 1918, some 587,000 graves had been identified and a
further 559,000 casualties were registered as having no known
grave.

· Jun. Normandy Landings (Remembering WW2 and
particularly 1944 D Day Landings)

· Aug Mons (24 Aug 1914 and Remembering WW1)

The Commission set the highest standards for all its work.
Three of the most eminent architects of the day - Sir Edwin
Lutyens, Sir Herbert Baker and Sir Reginald Blomfield - were
chosen to begin the work of designing and constructing the
cemeteries and memorials. Rudyard Kipling was tasked as
literary
advisor
to
recommend
inscriptions.
Ware asked Sir Frederic Kenyon, Director of the British
Museum, to interpret the differing approaches of the principal
architects. The report he presented to the Commission in
November 1918 emphasised equality as the core ideology,
outlining the principles they still abide by today.

· Oct. Italy (Remembering WW2 and the Italian
Campaign: Salerno; Anzio and Rome 1943)
We are working on other commemorations and have the
flexibility to change year on year.
BRIGADIER DAUNCEY MEMORIAL STONE
Chapter has approved the placing of a memorial stone in
memory of Brigadier Mike Dauncey DSO DL. The Stone
has been commissioned and the stonemason tasked. It is
hoped that a dedication can be incorporated into the
Mons Service on 9 September 2018. Costs have been met
by the Regiment for this.
DONATIONS
We are very grateful for those who have responded so
positively to the Cathedral Friends for both the garden
and the flowers for the Regimental Chapel. We are well
up and running. Should anyone still wish to contribute,
donations should be sent to Friends of Chester Cathedral,
9 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU, and endorsed for
the Regimental Garden and Chapel. Gift aid forms are
available through Regimental Headquarters.

Keith Skempton
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BOSNIA COMMEMORATION DINNER
30 OCTOBER 2017
On Monday 30 October Colonel Bob Stewart, British
United Nations Battle Group Commander in Bosnia
1992-93, commemorated the armed services' entry into
Bosnia on what was called OPERATION GRAPPLE 1 by
hosting a dinner in the House of Commons. The Rt Hon
Sir John Major and his Wife Dame Norma Major as well as
other Government ministers of that time attended. These
included The Rt Hon Sir Malcolm Rifkind (Defence
Secretary), the Rt Hon Lord Archie Hamilton (Minister for
the Armed Forces) and the Rt Hon Viscount Douglas
Hogg (Foreign Office Minister) as well as Dame Glynne
Evans (then in the Foreign Office) and Martin Bell
OBE (then a BBC Foreign Correspondent). Orlando Fraser
QC, whose life was saved by now Mrs Claire PodbielskiStewart, then the Central Bosnia International Committee of
the
Red
Cross
delegate
and
the
OPERATION
GRAPPLE Field Surgical Team, also came to the
dinner. The then Commander British Forces in the
Balkans, now Major General Andrew Cumming, the then
Chief of Staff to the United Nations Protection Force, now
Lieutenant General Sir Roddy Cordy-Simpson and the then
Brigade Chief of Staff, now General Sir Richard Barrons,
were also present.

(left to right) Lieutenant General Sir Roddy CordySimpson, the Rt Hon Sir John Major, Bob Stewart,
Claire Podbielski-Stewart and Richard Waltier.

Orlando Fraser QC recounting his experiences in
Bosnia
Remembering those killed and wounded in Bosnia
Five months in the planning, by Bob Stewart tried to
ensure that as many company commanders, platoon and
troop commanders, company sergeant majors as well as
others such as the Master Chef and Padre from what was then
the Cheshire Battle Group were all present. Sadly he could not
track down a few individuals who seemed to have disappeared
into the ether. But Bob was particularly pleased that members
of his own WARRIOR crew, then Regimental Sergeant
Major Charlie Stevens, then Lance Corporal 'Higgie'
Higginson and then Lance Corporal Chris Gill were present
although they were very sad that their friend and fellow crew
member, the late great Company Sergeant Major 'Tiny'
Lawson, who has sadly passed away since, could not be with
them as well. The dinner itself started for the 54 people
present with grace being said by Padre Tyrone Hillary who
made especial mention of those members of the Battle Group
who were killed and wounded in Bosnia.
It was a tremendous event and everyone present vowed to meet
again for the 50-year commemoration!

Formalities over and onto The Terrace
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT BRANCH

CHESTER BRANCH

Ellesmere Port Branch were once again our hosts for their annual
Commemoration on Sunday 9th July. This takes place at the Boat
Museum and in Whitby Copse and is a reminder that many from
Ellesmere Port have served in the Regiment and our TA/Reserve
Companies have been based in the town in recent times.
When battalions are disbanded or when their Colours are replaced,
the old Colours are laid up usually in a sacred building. Colours are
never intentionally destroyed and are never sold. Traditionally, as
they embody the soul of a Regiment and are, in a sense, immortal,
they hang in their resting place slowly disintegrating though the
years. Modern techniques mean that restoration is more feasible
than it had been previously.
The Branch Standard and the CRA Standard together with Branch
members were present on Sunday 27th August as the restored
Colour of the 13th Bn was unveiled during a special service at Christ
Church, Port Sunlight. Thanks to the efforts of the Port Sunlight
Trust, the exquisitely restored Colour is housed in a frame at eye
level with an explanatory plaque A few voices have been heard
stating that this goes against tradition. However, the 13th Bn Colour
can now be seen in its full glory and those who view it will learn of
the links between Port Sunlight and a unit disbanded almost 100
years ago.

The news from Chester, as we approach yet
another Christmas, can be classed as hopeful. In spite of my
rant about support in the last edition, which had little
noticeable effect, attendances in the ensuing weeks has
encouragingly gone up slightly. We have had a few new
members, mainly honorary, and some old faces have started
to appear on a regular basis. When he is not jetting around
the world Richie Amery can be found most Friday evenings
holding court in Micks Bar. And John Rogerson has got his
feet under the table recently by calling the Bingo much to
the delight of the resident addicts, and stalwarts of the
Chester Breakfast Club can be found winning our Raffle
Prizes.
We are all looking forward to a well attended
Remembrance Day, a delicious Christmas Lunch on the 10th
December, and the Grand Christmas Draw on the 15th. So on
that note we say to all our friends and ex comrades out there,
have a Happy and Blessed Christmas and may 2018 bring each
of you everything you wish for.
John Fairbanks

KIRKHAM BRANCH

This year commemoration of Mons Day was very different and
took much attenuated form. Just two Branch members attended.
CRA members attended the sung Evensong at the Cathedral. As a
sometime chorister I welcomed this. However, the laying of
wreaths in Regimental Chapel provided the truly Cheshire
moments. Unless MOD plans are altered it looks as though the
future military footprint in Chester will be reduced to local Reserve
sub-units. Also unless the scaled-down Mons Day receives better
support it may not continue.

On Sunday 10th September the Kirkham Branch
members made their way to Chester for the Mons Day
Service at Chester Cathedral. The service went well, then
it was back to the Regimental Club for our Cheshire hot-pot,
followed by apple pie and custard, which went down well.
Thank you to all the club staff for everything. Also a big
thanks to Rick Burchett, our secretary for driving us down
to Chester, then back home again.

Most of us will parade at Port Sunlight for Remembrance Sunday,
and we can just about manage to send representative members to lay
wreaths at Birkenhead Cenotaph and Wallasey War Memorial.
Preparations are in hand for our Christmas Lunch on 3rd December.
Having endured mediocre food and lamentably slow service at last
year’s venue we are giving the caterers at our regular monthly
meeting place a chance to impress us and we look forward to
meeting Members’ families and friends on this occasion.

It was sad to learn about Brigadier Mike Dauncey, who
died on 23rd August - our condolences to all his family.
At the end of October members went to Stockport for the
East Cheshire Reunion, and a good time was had by all. On
8th November we are off to Belgium, a trip which we are
looking forward to once again.

Attendance at each of the occasions mentioned has been sparse.
Age, infirmity and dwindling Branch membership are responsible.
Perhaps it’s time to “re-imagine” (BBC management jargon) some
of them into simpler and more affordable events. We each have
reasons to remember and cherish the spirit of the 22nd and to keep it
alive as long as we can.
Peter Jackson
Tommy Cooper on Golf
When I first took up golf, I dug up so many worms I decided to
go fishing.

We at Kirkham Branch wish everyone a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. All the best. John Gibson
SOUTHERN REGION
Like everyone else, we were saddened to learn that
Brigadier Mike Dauncey DSO DL was posted to higher
formation. He was a member of the Southern Region for
many years and he took a great interest in our activities. It
was gratifying to see such a great attendance at his funeral,
with a large contingent of Southern Region members
present.
We also sadly record the passing of Major Walter (Wally)
Adams, at the age of 99. Wally was the Regimental
Bandmaster for many years, a stalwart of the Band and
Drums Association, as well as a member of this branch.

I had a caddy who laughed at all my strokes - I would have
knocked his head off, but didn't know which club to use!
7

The relative inactivity of late summer and early autumn
very quickly morphed into a frenzy of activity in early
November. It began with the Field of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey on Thursday 9th November, where for
the first time, Prince Harry inspected the plots, including
the 22nd plot, presented by General Keith Skempton CBE.

Next we visited our friends over at the Macclesfield Branch
C.R.A to attend their A.G.M. Always a warm welcolme
there. 7Th July and our Standards were paraded at the
dedication of the L/Cpl Andrew Breeze Way Memorial
stone and road naming at the invitation of Andy’s parents
and Tameside L.A. Indeed a pleasure and honour to
attend. Sadly on the day of the dedication we heard of
the death of Andy’s father and naturally we sent our
deapest condolences. It was confirmed that our annual
Bowls Tournament with Burnley Ex-Services Club is no
longer to take place. (Reasons unclear at the time of
writing). The Bowls event was an important part of our
social calendar also.
July 14th and a group of us attended St Georges Church for
a presentation of ‘The Battle of St Julian’ as part of our
commemorative year. On display was the original 6th Bn
Cheshire Standard which must be 100 years old by now.
Sadly the ravages of time have taken its toll. On July 21st
we were represented at a commemorative concert in
memory of the 6th Bn Cheshire (Bob Morton) and Jack
Morten of the Manchesters. They both came from
Stockport and were regulars at St Georges Church. Here we
were entertained with musical sketches, historical dialogue, a
slideshow of pictures courtesy of David Kelsall. The
crowning glory being the shower of Poppies falling from the
Knave ceiling.
The same day and our Association Standard was paraded at
the Funeral of Lt Col Hayes-Newington with our Branch
Vice-President Derek Sykes in attendance. On to Belgium
and our Pilgrimage/holiday. Our next operation was our
visit to the St Julian Dressing Station where the Revd
Elaine Chegwin-Hall officiated at a Drum Head
Service, the Mayor of Stockport the Worshipful Linda Holt
was in attendance - she also then joined us later for the
Menin Gate Last Post and wreath laying ceremony. The
St Julian pilgrimage consisted of not only paying our
respects at St Julian but a surprise invitation by the Farmer
and his Wife to attend a neighbour’s B&B for drinks after.
This turned out to be Champagne then as much Beer as
one wanted such was the magnificent hospitality we
received, a buffet Lunch at Varlot Farm followed it was
here where most of the fighting for Pilkiem Ridge took
place a hundred years ago and where most of the
heavy numbers of casualties occurred.
Next and onto the Menin Gate for the Last Post and
wreath laying ceremony. Ypres was in lockdown 24
hours earlier with roads, Pavements etc all blocked off due
to the visit of our Royal Family, the Belgian Royal
Family, Our Prime Minister and many other high ranking
dignitaries from all over Europe. The Tyne Cot and
a Wreath Laying ceremony followed on the 1st August
to honour the 6th Battalion.Next and a visit to the
Battle of Waterloo memorial museum the following day.
Four of us went to Mons to ‘Rub the Monkey’s Head’
then on to Audrienes where the Cheshires played such a big
part in battle of Mons and where the miniature Regimental
Colour lay hidden for the duration. The ‘advance party’ had
to leave early and the remainder were left to relax and
enjoy themselves.

On the Saturday evening we visited the Tower of London,
received a guided tour and watched the Ceremony of the
Keys, and of course experienced the warm embrace of the
Yeoman Warders' Mess. Sunday saw us on Horse
Guards where we formed up before marching onto
Whitehall and participated in the Remembrance Parade
at the Cenotaph. We are very grateful to all those
who supported us, some travelling long distances in
order to attend. Afterwards we adjourned to the Chandos
public house, where we all enjoyed an excellent lunch.
All now goes quiet again, until our AGM on 25th January
2018. We are also planning a slightly lower-key Meeanee
Dinner, which will take place at Browns of Covent Garden
on Saturday 10th March 2018. Do join us if you are able
to. Christmas greetings and felicitations to all.
George Szwejkowski

Back on Horse Guards having marched past the Cenotaph
STOCKPORT BRANCH

Our contribution to the Armed Forces Day Dinner Dance
went to plan with a good attendance and many old
friendships renewed. An excellent dinner with
complimentary Wine and Port also. A Raffle on behalf of
the Army Benevolent Fund took place with in excess of
£650.00 being raised. A vote of thanks to the ‘Organising
Committee’ for a successful event. Hopefully this event will
continue despite falling numbers.
29th June and a small party were invited to attend the
Funeral of Robert Lee (Late 2nd Field Regiment RA) We
took part as members of the Guard of Honour. An
act well appreciated by his Family. This
was
followed up with our annual Chrich Pilgrimage at
which once again those present braved the high
winds, glorious Sunshine, steep hills all to pay our
respects. This event was duly followed up with Beer and a
Buffet at the local ex Services Club.
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August 6th was the occasion of our St Julian’s Day Church
Parade with St Georges Church, heavily full to capacity with
Civic dignitaries, serving and veteran soldiers and many
local church goers all paying their respects and thanks to our
valiant Regimental predecessors. Then back to the Army
Reserve Centre for a Buffet an’ Booze. This event
encapsulates the 100th Anniversary of The Battle of St
Julian and all it stood for.
On a down side a small party with our Standard attended the
funeral of Jack Marriot at the Landican Crematorium
Birkenhead and Tom Heaps’ in August at the Blacon
Crematorium. Some of us knew both Jack and Tom from our
service with the Regiment. R.I.P Lads. Crammed into all this
were numerous welfare visits to Stepping Hill Hospital
where sadly one of our members was sampling the delights
of Hospital food. Mick Nolan (At time of writing now in a
Care Home) and is currently receiving medical care as was
Rose Kennedy who thankfully was recovering as I write.
It never rains but it pours does it? Sad to hear of Brig Mike
Dauncey’s passing. He was a man one would follow without
question,and my C.O in Munster. RIP Sir. Next was a trip
down to the Landican Crematorium for the funeral of Tom
Heaps (Ex 22nd) then we were represented at the dedication
of the 7th Battalion’s refurbished Standard in Birkenhead.
Then a request was answered to attend with our Standard at
the funeral of ‘Jock’ Phillips (Ex 22nd) at the Landican
Crematorium again.
On a lighter note several of our Branch members and wives
accompanied the Northern Malaya & Borneo Veterans
Association M/cr on our annual visit to the Fylde Coast
Arboretum and a wreath laying ceremony. Dinner at the
Coral Island followed by the traditional consummation of
buckets of alcohol at the Blackpool RBL.
September brought our annual Mons Day Church parade
where a few hardy souls braved the elements to attend a
service in the Cathedral. Numbers were drastically low this
year with an uncomfortable feeling felt about 2018 Mons
Day. Apart from the E.C.R,Malaya Reunion and Meeanee
this event is one that should be subscribed to in numbers in
our opinion. Next to the funeral of Brigadier Mike Dauncey
where two of us were present representing our Branch. The
Funeral was held in the tiny Gloucester village of Uley and
St Giles Church was filled with friends, family,fellow
officers and a sprinkling of ORs each paying our respects. A
historical exhibition was held at our Army Reserve Centre,
its works and exhibits from WW1 to today courtesy of 207
Field Ambulance were on display along with our own
Regimental artifacts. Many thanks to those who made a very
interesting and impressive evening. Next on our agenda
came our annual visit en-bloc to Ashton Old Comrades
(Duke of Lancs Ass) for their Passendeal Dinner and Dance.
22 of us sat down to a lovely three course Dinner with Wine
and the complimentary Port. A commemorative medallion
for each of us accompanied the evenings entertainment. Next
came the arguably best East Cheshire Reunion Hot food on
warm plates, second helpings plus a can of Beer.
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Brigadier Percival presiding over the event giving an in depth
report on the Battalion’s exploits in Malaya and the story of
Alan Kennedy’s ‘adventure’ with a C.T. I’m sure many were
impressed Alan and well done lad. Great to see Percy Cooke
that night in his well into his 90’s enjoying the occasion. Many
thanks went to the organisers for a very successful evening.
Next on our agenda came the annual Remembrance Day Parade
at Edgeley Park (The home of Stockport County AFC) with our
Standards attending.
A very appreciative audience applauded the Standards
paraded. (County won) by the way. On to the annual
Festival of Remembrance at the Plaza Theatre (Stockport)
for a parade of Standards, Brass band playing War time
songs and a special time slot to commemorate the 6th
Battalions’ exploits during WW!. We then attended a brief
ceremony of remembrance at the Willow Grove Cemetery with a
Wreath laying and Standards on parade. Then our
Remembrance Day Parade at the War Memorial Stockport
where despite a bitter cold wind a crowd of onlookers
(3,000 plus) witnessed the event. Then back to our base for Beer
and Hotpot and a real good chat with old comrades. Meanwhile
a commemorative service was held at St Georges Church
to remember the 6th Battalion (Cheshire) Regiment. To
finalise what was a very busy period two of our members were
invited to give a talk on Service life and experiences at
Stockport College. My personal talk on the Poppy etc to
students at Werneth High School resulted in a request to assist
in organising a visit to the Flanders cemeteries. Such is the hard
work we do in our neighbourhood in promoting who we are and
what we Veterans do. Next was our Branch A.G.M with a report
to follow in the next E-Magazine. Meanwhile may we at
Stockport C.R.A take this opportunity to wish everyone a
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous and safe New Year. Best
Wishes to our serving Soldiers.
Gordon Smith

WALSALL BRANCH
The Walsall Branch CRA was started by Tony Mayo, Les
Sutton, Terry Mathews, the Malaya & Singapore Reunion
was organised by them plus our Fish & Chips Supper. This
has been a great success throughout the years our three
friends have passed away, but like old soldiers we still carry on.
Like other branches age is one thing you have no control
of we still think we are 21 again our brain think's it but our
body tells us to sly down. On the 2nd June 2018 at Willenhall
the Malaya & Singapore Reunion will still be going and
we look ahead Mac Hartshorne has already ordered the
tickets for next year so we look forward to serving you
our fish& chips to all our friends.
Brigadier James Percival who attended the reunion his
account of Malaya was excellent in the 28 edition of
the Newsletter. Brigadier Michael Dauncey who passed
away in August, Major Mick Tarbuck & Mac Hartshorne
attended his funeral. When Mac arrived home he went to the
museum at Chester and did some research about Brigadier
Dauncey. He was a remarkable man he served in the
campaign at Arnhem his exploits were out of this world.
After the war he wrote the forward to Peter Wilkinson's
Book, The Gunners at Arnhem. We attended the East
Cheshire Reunion 8 of our members unfortunately only 4
managed it. From all at Walsall we wish you all a Merry
Xmas and a Happy New for 2018.
Derek Sadler

SOME MALAYAN MEMORIES
SIXTY YEARS ON - PART TWO
by James Percival

Eventually, with some lucky navigation we reached the
jungle camp where I was to take over a large area of
jungle from the Rifle Brigade platoon. We settled in and
made our bashas for the night very much aware that
tomorrow this bit of jungle would belong to the 22nd!
Before the formal handover took place the following
morning I sought out the two Iban trackers who would
also be handed over to us. Their names were Cpl Imbat and
Pte Panting. This was my first contact with these
legendary members of the Sarawak Rangers who were
loaned to the British Army for tracking purposes. Their
main tasks were to be ready to follow a terrorist track and to
search the jungle as we patrolled for any signs of
recent terrorist activity. They were also experts at jungle
navigation without the help of any compass and seemed to
operate with nothing more than sheer magic. Often after
long patrols they would take us straight back to our base
camp through the thick jungle saving us hours of difficult
navigation. I made my way towards them and by way of
opening the conversation said “You like British Army?”
Their faces lit up. “British Army very good”

Iban Trackers

replied Cpl Imbat “ but terrorists very bad. I kill two
terrorists” he continued showing me the tattoos on two of
the knuckles of his left hand which signified these kills.
“Rifle Brigade go back England” said Pte Panting, “where
we go?” “You come Cheshire” I replied and their faces lit
up. “ Cheshire very good” said Cpl Imbat. “ Cheshire do
many patrols and kill plenty bandits. Cheshire good.
England good” he went on. This was high praise indeed
considering we had barely been on jungle operations for
more than one day! And so my long association with these
two wonderful men began and we were to cover many
miles of the Malayan jungle together during the next 12
months or so.
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Just before the Rifle Brigade platoon commander left after
the handover he asked if I had a car. When I replied that I
had not had time to even think about getting one yet he
asked if I would like to buy his, which was being serviced
in a garage in Kuala Lumpur. He said it was an upright
Ford Anglia which was ideal for nights out in Singapore
because it was rigged so that the front seats collapsed onto
the back ones!! He suggested we could settle up later in the
UK to which I agreed. Some months later when we were
given a week’s R&R from jungle ops I went to Kuala
Lumpur and eventually found the garage in a dirty back
street. Sure enough there was a dusty green Ford Anglia
looking forlorn behind a pile of old tyres and other rubbish.
I introduced myself to the scruffy Chinese garage owner
and asked how much was owed for the servicing. “No
service” he said, “ big accident repair. Car here long time.
You pay bill now!“. So I did and was relieved to find the
car actually worked as I drove it back to Labis where A
company was then stationed.
Suffice to say the car eventually did sterling service
in Singapore and even featured prominently in a War
Office training film the 1st Battalion made named
‘Keeping the Peace Part 2’. Meanwhile we were soon
back in the jungle continuing the search for the Gemas
Bahru terrorists who were eventually run to ground when
one of their camps was located and later attacked in a
very successful and skilful action by a B Company platoon
led by Lt Keith Prosser. Contact with the terrorists was
actually pretty rare as they were masters of the jungle
and usually detected our presence long before we ever
got close to them. In fact one was almost as likely to have a
contact with own forces, and I recall an occasion when we
hastily got into an ambush position on detecting
movement nearby only to find a patrol from another
Company creeping towards us . But for the identification
bands we wore round our jungle hats it could have been a
very nasty incident. One of us was certainly well out of his
designated area! Thus we spent many days and weeks
patrolling the jungle with little tangible to show for our
efforts, but often with assurances from above that our
patrolling was keeping the terrorists on the move and
making life harder for them.
Certainly there was some truth in this for after a while the
number of terrorists coming out of the jungle to surrender
increased. I remember sitting in on the interrogation of
one such terrorist and being startled when he revealed that
some months previously he and his band had come
across a security force patrol crossing a river on a
fallen tree but had not opened fire on them because
they were outnumbered. From his description of the
location and the date I realised that it was my patrol that
had been crossing the river and we had been totally
unaware of any terrorist presence. A very lucky escape!!

The Ibans were incredulous, asking with some justification
whether it would not be more sensible just to take out the
head!
Not long after these operations the jungle terrorist
organisation, which had caused such havoc in Malaya for
over ten years, began to collapse and the 1st Battalion was
redeployed to garrison duties in Singapore. The time I spent
in Malaya was certainly one of the most rewarding of my
37 years in the Regiment. To most of us, whether Regular
or National Service, it presented a totally new challenge in
a geographically very hostile environment, I look back on it
with great memories of tremendous comradeship amongst
all ranks which have endured to the present time.

A few months later the battalion’s operational area moved
more to the east of the country and I became involved in
what were termed deep jungle operations against totally
different groups of terrorists. This involved operating much
deeper in the jungle in areas in which we had either to fly in
by helicopter or undertake long launch trips up rivers. These
operations might last two to three weeks at a time and
involve us being resupplied by air every seven days or so.
This was achieved by the RAF parachuting supplies to us,
ostensibly into dropping zones which we had to make
ourselves by clearing an area of jungle. Not an easy task, and
sometimes the results were that our efforts were so
inadequate that some of our precious rations fell into the tops
of the tall jungle trees. I well remember an occasion when
my platoon from A Company, and also the Mortar Pl , were
attached to C Company to form a larger grouping to hunt
down the terrorists. Having driven in our trucks to the East
coast we then set off up the winding river Endau into the
deep jungle where we were deployed in separate platoon
areas to carry out patrols.

BOOK REVIEW
Gurkha
by Kailash Limbu

Apparently this was the first time that a soldier of the
Brigade of Gurkhas had been given permission to write a
memoir of his service. It was timed to be published in
2015, to coincide with the 200th anniversary of the
Gurkhas unbroken service to the Crown.
Colour Sergeant Kailash Limbu was born and raised in a
remote village in Nepal (he didn't see a car until he was
15) and had an ambition to become a Gurkha since he was
a child. The book tells the story of his childhood, his
recruitment into the Gurkhas and his active service.
Although he saw service in Bosnia and Sierra Leone, most
of the book is taken up with his service in Afghanistan and
in particular the summer of 2006, when he was involved in
one of the longest and fiercest sieges of the Afghanistan
conflict as they battled for weeks to stop the Taliban
overrunning their tiny police compound in Now Zad.
Although the initial plan was for them to go for 48 hours,
they ended up there for nearly a month under
siege.

Up the Sungei Endau
One day I had just returned in late afternoon from a long
patrol and was relaxing on my hammock in our jungle
base camp, with nothing over me but a towel, when a shot
rang out from the direction of our water point on the river
where a sentry was stationed. Several of us immediately
grabbed our rifles and set off down the track to the river.
Of course the infamous ‘wait awhile’ vines soon tore the
towels off us so that we were running naked with only our
flip flops on! Before long we met the sentry coming
towards us. “I’ve shot him on the farbank!” he said. “Shot
who?” I asked. “ A Jock” he spluttered “he must have
been out of their area.” (The KOSB were operating in the
same region.) “How do you know he was a Jock?” I
asked. “Because he was wearing leggings” was the reply.
The sentry and I returned to the river where there was
nothing to be seen on the jungle clad far bank, but the
sentry, my good friend and colleague over many years
Alan Kennedy, was adamant he had hit the man. After
quickly getting fully dressed again we swam across the
river with a small patrol including the Iban trackers who
soon picked up fresh tracks, and before long we had
found a body some three hundred yards from the river.
Very fortunately it was not a Jock, but a very dead
terrorist. Having reported this success over the radio we
were then ordered to bring the body out of the jungle for
identification purposes. This meant a long journey of
several days, carrying the terrorist on a pole; not a great
experience in the jungle heat and humidity!

Kailash Limbu's Gurkha service is interwoven with his
account of his childhood, but his account of the month's
siege is the crux of the book, I would have liked to have
seen more included about life in Nepal, and someone
picking up this book may be expecting to learn more about
the history of the Gurkhas, as opposed to reading the story
of one person. Nevertheless, I thoroughly enjoyed reading
his story and I would recommend it.
Perhaps I should have declared a favourable bias towards
Gurkhas, having served with them for almost a year. As an
aside, I should mention that one of my jobs working with
newly trained Gurkhas, was to spend an afternoon with
them in a nissen hut, converted to look like a British pub.
Volunteers such as I would give them the experience of
pub life, complete with real beer, dominos, darts etc. It
was an onerous job, but somebody had to do it!
George Szwejkowski
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
Guardian of the Suez Canal
It was March 1952 when I arrived in Hodgson’s Camp Suez, and
it was July 1954 when I left its tented splendour. During the
time I dwelt in that fly blown hell hole we lived well. Just how
well can be gleaned from viewing the photo below. The first
thing to marvel at is the luxurious air-conditioned
accommodation we enjoyed. These sparsely furnished four man
tents were boiling in summer and freezing in winter.
The central point of interest in each tent was the elegantly
designed chipped green painted beds complete with Heath
Robinson arrangements of boot laces and pullthroughs to hold
the springs in place. It is a fact of life that a soldiers best friend
is not his rifle - it is his bed. And in view of this sentiment we
daily spent a considerable amount of time in, on, or around our
beds .We therefore took great delight each morning in making
perfect hospital corners and folding our silk sheets and woollen
blankets into the fashionable and extremely popular bed blocks.
The ultra modern collapsible storage facility, known as a kit bag,
is clearly visible beneath the bed and was designed to hold a
soldiers entire worldly goods. Also to be seen under the bed are
a set of de luxe mess tins nestling next to a pair of general issue
hob nailed boots - evidence that the kit bag did not provide
sufficient
storage.
Like millions of unwilling young men I had been called up to do
National Service. However, having sampled life at the Depot in
Chester, I realized that by signing on I would be paid to play
football and cricket, have lots of long holidays, and travel the
world. And so, with my white knees glistening in the sun, I
began my new career as a trained killer. After several months of
general duties, and interminable amounts of desert training, my
big moment arrived. I was selected to take part in an NCO’s
Cadre. Proudly I wrote home to inform my father, a World War
one veteran, that his youngest son was about to take his first step
along the road towards a Field Marshall's baton.On the evening
that the Cadre ended, the brand new non-commissioned officers
celebrated their promotion to the exalted rank of Lance Corporal
in the NAAFI. In the course of a very pleasant evening copious
amounts of Anchor beer were consumed. Which in my case
meant it wasn’t long before it became necessary for me to visit
the nearest ‘desert rose’. However, like many before me, I
decided to save myself a long walk and slipped behind the very
large NAAFI doors. As I was laying the dust I became aware of
a friendly voice enquiring most solicitously if I was in any
difficulty. My reply was to the effect that I felt fine, in fact that I
had never felt better. I then found myself being marched at great
speed to the Guard Room where I was incarcerated in a cell for
the night. At dawn next morning I was marched at even

greater speed to an unexpected interview with the CO. As
a result of this unscheduled meeting, when the NCO’s
paraded for their passing out ceremony, I was positioned
in the front rank, with little bits of cotton hanging where
shortly beforehand a newly blancoed stripe had been
sewn.
Sport played a large part in keeping morale high amongst
the mainly National service troops. With the exception of
cricket, I was never a member of a Battalion team,
although sport on occasion did give me moments to
remember. My first taste of athletic action came when, for
some strange reason, I was selected to represent ‘C’
Company in the inter company sports. Odder still was the
fact that I was chosen to run in the 100 yards hurdles
because even in those halcyon days I had none of the
gazelle like qualities which all athletes have in
abundance. I could only think that one of the selectors
was the CSM, a certain ‘Terrible’ Ted Talbot, a man most
young soldiers ran away from as a matter of course. Mr
Talbot had no doubt observed the alacrity with which I
made myself scarce, on may occasions, which could
explain how I came to be included in the team. My race
plan was simple. I intended to hit the first hurdle in
spectactular fashion and retire hurt. But shortly before the
race started Ted gave me a a little pep talk. The gist of his
encouraging advice was that if I failed to uphold the
honourable sporting record of ‘C’ Company he would put
the crested end of his pace stick to a use not even hinted
at in the drill manuals. Mindful of the fearful reputation
of ‘Terrible’ Ted, and not wishing to have my anal orifice
decorated with an acorn and oak leaf imprint, I flew over
the hurdles and romped home a clear winner. In the photo
below, the corporal on the bed, who happens to be yours
truly, is demonstrating Egyptian PT, the most popular
form of exercise enjoyed by all ranks. With all due
modesty I must claim that in this sport I was definitely
Olympic Gold medal class.

Tommy Cooper on Waiters
I found a fly in my soup and said to the waiter, "What's the meaning of this?" He said, "How should I know, I'm a waiter, not
a fortune teller!"
I said "How long will the spaghetti be?" The waiter said, "I don't know....we never measure it!"
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EDITH CAVELL

CENOTAPH - 2018

On
12th
October
a
Cheshire
Regimental
Association wreath was once again laid at the statue of
Edith Cavell, adjacent to Trafalgar Square in London.
This year the privilege of laying the wreath fell to Lynne
Szwejkowski, the Southern Region almoner.

On 12th November 2017 twenty-two members of the
Cheshire Regiment Association paid their respects at the
Cenotaph, to those who gave their lives for our freedom. We
were very prominent on the BBC's live coverage of the event
and it was nice to hear mention of the 25th anniversary of the 1st
Battalion's deployment to Bosnia. For many years, participation
in the national service of remembrance has been organised by
the Southern Region, although support from members across the
country has always been very welcome.

For those unaware of the regimental connection, Edith
Cavell was executed by the Germans on 12th October
1915, after finding her guilty of helping over 200 allied
soldiers to escape from the Germans during the Great
War. The first soldiers that she assisted were members of
the Cheshire Regiment, following the Battle of Mons in
August 1914.

If anyone would like to take part in next year's event, to take
place on Sunday 11th November, then please get in contact with
me. We will also try to arrange for a visit to the Tower of
London on the evening beforehand. My e-mail address is:
george.szwejkowski@btconnect.com
George Szwejkowski

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Passing out Parade 54th Intake
Dale Camp 1959
Platoon Commander was Lt AJ MacG Percival

Front L-R: Alan Jones, Ray Hogan, Jimmy Finnerty, Paddy
Byrne
Rear L-R: Graham Ashby, Len Burtenshaw, Roy Nixon

Lynne Szwejkowski at the Remembrance
Service for Edith Cavell

PTSD RESOLUTION

REGIMENTAL GOLF

If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling
with nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger
issues, or any of their families being affected by
their behaviour, please help them contact the charity
PTSD Resolution (charity number 1133188) on
telephone number 0300 302 0551. They will be put in
touch with a local counsellor trained to deal with the
symptoms of post-traumatic stress and other general
mental conditions. Treatment
is
free,
local,
confidential, brief, immediate, non-intrusive and
delivered through a network of 200 therapists UKwide.

The Golf society have had a good year, we have played
four different courses with the member, saying how they
enjoyed the courses that we played. We have had a few
new winners this year Terry Finlay BEM, Greg
McCaffery, Stewart Brown. Nick (don’t win) Redgrift.
John Walkman. What a fitting end to the season Greg won
the first and last event - good golfing Greg. He also got
the Green Jacket which he will wear at the events for next
year, 2018.
I would like to thank everyone for their support that they
have given me this year 2017, a big thank you to Nick
Redgrift for the help that he gives on the events.
Lets keep the flag flying for 2018, all members are
welcome to bring any guest they are more than welcome.

You can see more on the website:
www.ptsdresolution.org

Continued over.....
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OBITUARY

Golfing dates for 2018 are as follows,
Friday 6th April at Mold.
Friday 11th May at Hawarden.
Wed/Thurs 13/14 June away day Hill Valley. Over night
stay, cost £100, bed breakfast evening meal 2 rounds of
golf. The Emerald course.

Brigadier MDK Dauncey DSO DL

Friday 13th July to be confirmed.
Friday 10th August Eastham Lodge.
Friday 7th September Pryor’s Hayes.
Friday 12th October Sutton Hall.
Frank Barham
Brigadier Mike Dauncey was born on 11 May 1920 in Coventry.
He had wanted to be a soldier from an early age after seeing the
revolver, gas mask and medals of a friend of his father’s who had
fought in the First World War. He had also been impressed by the
exploits of pilots in The Royal Flying Corps. After graduating
from King Edward’s School, Birmingham, his father sent him
to Germany to widen his horizons. There he was struck by the
German military expansion and recalled the bullying behaviour of
the Brownshirts and being invited to give the Hitler salute, which
he resolutely refused to do.
Mike Huntriss and Iggy Jones

He joined the Army in 1941 and after attending officer training
was steered toward the machine gun regiments, choosing the
Cheshire Regiment after being much impressed by the
Colonel of the Regiment, the formidable Colonel Arthur
Crookenden. Soon Lt Dauncey was to be impressed too by
the Colonel’s ebullient son, Major (later Lt Gen SIr) Napier
Crookenden in whose Company he served in the 5th (Earl
of Chester’s) Battalion. When Major Crookenden went off to
join the Airborne Forces Lt Dauncey resolved to follow him,
and joined the Glider Pilot Regiment.

CLUB NEWS

The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private
Parties by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for
CRA members’ private use applies. Branches do not
pay to use the Club.
Normal opening times are:
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1900-2330
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday by
prior arrangement
For all Club enquiries, contact Mike Smith on 07906
753699

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
17 Feb - Mercian Regt Meeanee Day Parade and Service
in Chester Cathedral, CRA invited to parade.
24 Feb - Annual General Meeting and Hotpot Lunch.
(evening)Meeanee Dinner and Dance, Mill Hotel Chester
(Sold out)
11 May - Race Day Reunion, Chester Castle
9 June - Malaya/Singapore Reunion, Walsall
9 Sep- Final Mons Day Reunion and lunch, Chester

Thus it was that on 17 September 1944 he found himself as
the co-pilot of a glider landing at Arnhem as part of Operation
Market Garden. Brigadier Mike’s outstandingly brave actions
in the few days after the landing are legendary. Leading an ad
hoc force of personnel from the Glider Pilot, South
Staffordshire and Parachute Regiments in a defensive screen in
front of the gun line he fought off the enemy and
mounted counter attacks on numerous occasions, at one
time personally attacking German machine gun posts. He was
wounded four times, losing the sight of one eye, but refused to
be evacuated. His actions earned a recommendation for the
Victoria Cross but sadly this was downgraded to an award of
the Distinguished Service Order. Asked later whether he bore any
grudge over this he replied, in his typically modest way, that he
was of course honoured to get the DSO when after all many of
his contemporaries just got killed.
After being finally captured he escaped, with another officer
who was injured in both legs, from a German prison hospital
and spent some months being hidden and looked after by
Dutch families before eventually making his way back to the
British lines. He never forgot the help that the Dutch had given
him, always at great risk to themselves. At the end of the war
he married his fiancé, Marjorie, and thus began a long and
successful family and regimental partnership.

27 Oct - East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
9 Dec (tbc) - Droppin Well Memorial, Ballykelly
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His early appointments in peacetime included MA to the C-in-C
Land Forces, Greece, followed by service with a PARA
battalion commanded by Lt Col (later Maj Gen) John Cubbon,
and with 1 CHESHIRE in Suez. He was an instructor at RMA
Sandhurst and Brigade Major 126 Infantry Brigade.
He commanded 1 CHESHIRE in BAOR from 1963-66, a
tour that also included the battalion undertaking a 6
month tour with the United Nations Force in Cyprus. Many in
the Regiment who served with him on these tours will recall
his unique ability to overcome any obstacle by sheer
determination and perseverance, usually masked by the
politest of natures, so that those who would oppose him
however senior in rank eventually found it too difficult to
refuse him. His energetic time in command was marked too
by his deep interest in the welfare of the soldiers. He
always found time for a chat. He was very fit too, rarely
missing the weekly Pearson Trophy run where with sheer
guts and determination he usually ran not too far from the
front. Woe betide any officer who came in behind him! Later
appointments included a tour on the directing staff of the
Joint Services Staff College, and Commandant of both the
Jungle Warfare School in Malaysia and the Support
Weapons Wing of the School of Infantry at
Netheravon.
His final appointment was Defence and
Military Attaché in Madrid.
Brigadier Mike retired from active service in 1976 and
settled with his family in Uley in Gloucestershire where
there were strong family links. He sought employment
locally working for a time for Hambro Life Insurance where he
was known as Mr 100% for his weekly test results. But his
main interests remained very much with the Services, the
local community, the county and of course his family. He
was a Deputy Lieutenant for Gloucestershire, President of the
Glider Pilot Association, Honorary Colonel of the 1st Cadet
Battalion The Gloucestershire Regiment, a founder life
member of the Arnhem 1944 Fellowship, and Vice
President of the Arnhem 1944 Veterans Club. He even
undertook a free fall parachute jump in support of Help for
Heroes at the tender age of 89. In 1978 he was delighted to be
appointed to succeed Major General Peter Martin as
Colonel of the Regiment. During his 7 year tour he worked
tirelessly on behalf of the Regiment, visiting its various
components as often as he could when he was always most
welcome. On several occasions he used his well proven
powers of persuasion in the interests of the 22nd, for instance
during an expansion of the TA gaining Army Board
approval that a new locally raised battalion would bear the title
3 CHESHIRE. He was a very strong supporter of the
regimental system. Throughout his retirement he much
enjoyed return visits to the Castle, the Cathedral and
attending regimental reunions.
Brigadier Mike was an inspirational 22nd soldier.
Determined, fearless and courageous. A staunch upholder of
everything that is right in life. A friend and wise
counsellor to many. He cherished the Regiment and its
soldiers and they cherished him. He was, truly, the last of
our Wartime Greats.
AJMP
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LAST POST

Major Wally Adams, Cottenham, Cambridge
Died 6 August 2017 aged 99
Brig Gen Walter Bickston, Virginia USA
Died 11 September 2017. DOB 23/12/1931 Retd US Army
1966/67 attached 1st Bn
Mr Donald Crossley, Died 8 July 2017, served 1961 – 1971
Brig Mike Dauncey DSO, Uley, Dursley, Gloucestershire
Died 23 August 2017
Mr S D'Arcy, Macclesfield, Died September 2017 DOB 3/4/1957
Serv No 24320450
Mr Tom Heaps, Ellesmere Port, Died 1 August 2017
Mr Raymond Frank Judge, Stockport
Died 29 October 2017
serv no:24260778 dob 13/6/1956 Sgt 1st bn
Mr Ron Latham, Middlewich, Died July 2017
Mr J H Marriott, Wallasey, Died 29 July 2017 Cpl - 1 Cheshire
Serv No 22958467 – served Suez
Mr John Howard Millington BEM, Macclesfield Died 1
September 2017 Serv no 22143278 DOB 20/2/1931 1951/54 7th
Bn Drums
Martin Philips, Higher Bebbington, Wirral
Died 11 August 2017, aged 77, Sgt served Belize, NI,Cyprus,
Rudolf Hess guard No 23876156

