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EDITORIAL

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

The month of August witnessed the poignant
commemoration of the centenary of the outbreak of the Great
War. We have seen some moving ceremonies, attended by the
great and the good, and not least our own pilgrimage to Mons.
Quite rightly “we shall remember them” is foremost in our
minds, but it is so sad to witness the failure of the human spirit
ever since. Nothing seems to have been learned from that great
catastrophe. Never a day goes by when there has not been
conflict somewhere in the world. As in the Great War, the
intransigence of some and the timidness of others enables the
rich or powerful bullies to flourish. What we are seeing in the
Middle East and Ukraine are examples of this.
I would commend to you Alan Jennings’ excellent
contribution on the Mons Pilgrimage, which begins on Page 12.
It was an extremely successful event and Major Eddie Pickering
MBE is to be congratulated and thanked for the tremendous job
that he did in organising it. Standing in the middle of the
battlefield, exactly 100 years on, to the day and hour will
certainly live with me for the rest of my life.
As far as the CRA and the Mercian Regiment is concerned,
it was interesting to listen to Colonel Spiby, the outgoing
secretary of the Mercian Regiment, as he addressed the branch
secretaries and members of CRAMC on 9th July in Chester. You
can see what Colonel Spiby said further into this newsletter. With
the demise of the 3rd Battalion there is clearly no longer a direct
affiliation between the CRA and the 1st Battalion. That affiliation
has transferred by default to the Mercian Regiment as a whole,
and it is perhaps fortuitous that the 2nd Battalion is based in
Chester, and will soon have a commanding officer of “Cheshire”
heritage.
I would very much like to publish a Christmas issue of the
newsletter and to this end the deadline for this issue will be 17th
November 2014.
May I ask that if you are going to send in photographs,
please remember to caption them. There are several pictures in
this newsletter without captions. Please send your contributions
to me at: Flat 1, 53 Tweedy Road, Bromley, BR1 3NH. My
telephone number is 020 8290 4268. You can also e-mail me at:
george.szwejkowski@sky.com
George Szwejkowski

Two editions ago I spoke of ‘theft’. Theft of our cap badge,
our county title and identity. In the June newsletter I raised the
issues surrounding ‘support’ for the Association and our
activities. To this end, the Mercian Regimental Secretary, Lt Col
Richard Spiby, agreed to address the last Branch Officials’
meeting (09 July) in order to outline how they visualised support
for the Association in the immediate future. Remember, please, it
is the Secretary who speaks on behalf of the Colonel of the
Regiment.
You will see Colonel Spiby’s address within the minutes of
the Branch Officials Meeting, on page 4 of this newsletter. I
would urge you to read it as there is a lot to absorb and debate.
What stands out quite clearly is that if we do not get more
active membership in the near future, the Association, in its
present form, will cease to exist. 2017?
I therefore urge all of you who are not involved with a branch,
to become active branch members – to save the Association.
Finally, may I ask for maximum support for all forthcoming
CRA events and in particular the East Cheshire Reunion on 25th
October?
Wha wadna fecht for Charlie.
David Oak
Chairman
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The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and
views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the CRA.
The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimentalassociations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
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MESSAGE FROM THE COLONEL OF THE MERCIAN REGIMENT
I have just been informed that HM The Queen has graciously
agreed to our proposal for our new Regimental title; one of a
number of similar requests from across the Army which were
submitted for her consideration. From this point onwards the
official title of the Regiment will be:
The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire, Worcesters and Foresters, and
Staffords)

I hope therefore that all parts of our Regimental family will,
like me, welcome these important changes and see their
significant contribution in taking our Regiment forward.
Regimental Day
At the Regimental Council on 30 May 14 it was decided that
the 1st September should be celebrated as ‘Mercian Regiment
Day’ each year by all members of The Mercian Regiment. The
Mercian Regiment Day will be fundamentally an all ranks event
based around sporting excellence and celebrating what it is to be
to be part of The Mercian Regiment Family.
Battalions are encouraged to begin and end their ‘Earl of
Chester’s Champion Company Competition’ on this day. This
should be a day to celebrate sporting excellence and Mercian
Regiment identity.
The Colonel of The Regiment has asked permission from
HRH The Prince of Wales, Colonel in Chief The Mercian
Regiment, for two things:
a. Permission to wear Oak Leaves on our Headdress ‘not in
the presence of Royalty’ on the 1st September each year.
b. Permission to call our inter company sporting competition
‘The Earl of Chester’s Champion Company Competition’ and to
give the winning company from this competition the accolade
and name of ‘The Earl of Chester’s Champion Company’ for the
year following the event.

At the battalion level the official title will be:
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Battalion The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire,
Worcesters and Foresters, and Staffords)
When abbreviated all brackets are to be removed, with
battalions referred to as:
1 MERCIAN, 2 MERCIAN, 3 MERCIAN and 4 MERCIAN.
I very much welcome these important changes and stress that
as a Regiment we have been involved in their development. The
new title reflects not only our origins and heritage, but also links
the Regiment to our counties, the people whom we recruit from
and whom ultimately we serve. We continue to enjoy humbling
levels of support from our associations, our friends throughout
Mercia and the public at large. I know our Colonel in Chief,
HRH The Prince of Wales places great emphasis on our
relationship with our people, and you will recall him saying just
this when he kindly presented the Regiment with new Colours
last June. We are all a product of where we have come from and
our rich historical provenance and antecedent roots, combined
with those all important customs and traditions which we are
taking forward, can now continue to be part of the Regiment of
today and tomorrow.
As we begin to implement MERCIAN 2020 and move from
three regular battalions to two, it would have been simply wrong
to retain the existing titles within brackets for 1 and 2
MERCIAN; the reorganisation will now see soldiers from all our
county areas serve in both remaining regular battalions. This
change recognises the incredible work our serving personnel
have undertaken in Afghanistan since formation as MERCIAN
soldiers and reflects their feelings of being a MERCIAN.

Regimental Celebrations
The Regiment has made some positive strides forward in
determining our Regimental celebrations.
The Regimental Council in December 2013 chose Meeanee,
Alma and Ferozeshah, ensuring we have chosen special times in
our heritage which make us different and which we can take
forward and preserve in the future. The fact that there remain
other equally important occasions, such as Mons and Gheluvelt
which are unique in their own right, is not forgotten but rather
symptomatic of the embarrassment of historical riches we as the
successor Regiment enjoy. All of you, I know, are conscious that
drawing the line somewhere is difficult.
Brigadier AP Williams OBE
Colonel of the Mercian Regiment

COMMEMORATIVE REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS CARDS NOW ON SALE!
In commemoration of the centenary of the Christmas Truce
in 1914 the Cheshire Regiment Association have produced a very
special Regimental Christmas card. Featuring a painting by
military artist David A. Thorp, the card depicts a football match
held between the opposing forces, including three notable
Cheshires: Pte Ernie Williams, CSM Frank Naden and Lt Charles
Brockbank.
The cards are printed in full colour inside and out and have
the Cheshire badge on the greetings page. The greeting reads
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. Supplied
complete with envelopes they are now available to purchase from
Cheshire Military Museum, The Castle, Chester, Cheshire
CH1 2DN Tel: 01244 327617
They are priced at 50p each (+P&P for mail order)

Don’t miss this opportunity to send a remarkable
piece of history this Christmas!
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CHARITY CLAY SHOOT RAISES £22,000 FOR BENEVOLENT FUND
On 24th May the rain poured down in South Gloucestershire,
but it did not stop the many teams that entered the Mercian
Regiment’s Charity Shoot, hosted by Lady’s Wood Shooting
School in Gloucestershire. Teams arrived for bacon rolls and coffee
before heading out to shoot the various flush stands. The event
attracted some 250 people, from far and wide. The day also featured
a pool shoot, a silent and live auction as well as a two course lunch.

The shoot is organised every two years by Isobel and Nigel
Howlett to raise money for the Mercian Regiment’s Benevolent
Fund. Isobel has been an honorary member of the Cheshire
Regiment ever since the bombing at Ballykelly in 1982, which
killed 11 members of the regiment – Isobel was the first nurse on
the scene. Isobel said “This is the sixth charity shoot we have run
and we’re so pleased to have raised a record amount this year.
Despite the weather, nothing dampened the spirits of all those
that attended.”

MINUTES OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 9TH JULY 2014

the Secretary stated that it has always been claimed and used for
routine expenditure such as the Newsletter, postage, insurance,
telephones etc. The Chairman pointed out that as the funding was
tapering away year on year (FY 14/15 will be £5000 and will reduce
to £0 in FY 17/18) there needs to be an appraisal of income and
expenditure. He presented a trading statement on behalf of the Club,
8 months into the FY pointing out that the Club is still making a loss;
this loss is lessened because of the catering side showing a profit.

Present: Lt Col D M Oak MBE (Chairman), D J Clarke,
J Cooney, Capt A Hughes, P Jackson, J A Jennings, A Kennedy,
D C Mapley, Maj J Salisbury, G Szwejkowski, D J Waring,
Maj T E Pickering MBE (Secretary).

6. Election to CRAMC. The Chairman pointed out that four
members of the committee have their tenures
expiring at the next AGM.

1. All members were present.
2. The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked them for
attending.

7. The Chairman quoted a letter from Lawrence Dunning with
regard to widening the scope of the East Cheshire Reunion to
include members of the Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Association and the Staffordshire Regiment Association in view
of the falling numbers from the CRA and asking for an opinion
from CRAMC. Members were asked to consider this, Mr
Jennings offered the opinion that members of these Associations
would probably not wish to travel any distance from home to
attend the event, especially if their age groups were similar to
those of the active branch membership of the CRA.

3. The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed, It was
agreed that the sub-committee to review the Constitution should
meet on 10th September at 1000hrs. Maj Salisbury pointed out that
his intention in requesting publication of information sheet was not
just to cover PTSD, but other areas where there may be need. He
agreed to send the data he has collected to the editor of the
newsletter. Maj Pickering pointed out that RHQ staff are always
able to assist with enquiries from people in need and will endeavour
to signpost them to the best organisation to help them. There were
no further matters and Mr Waring proposed and Mr Clarke
seconded that the minutes be passed as a true record. Carried.

8. Other business. Mr Cooney spoke about the Newsletter and
the costs involved, about £1000 to produce and a further £1200
to post and that there are four editions per year and suggested that
this might be something to look at with a view to making an
economy. He suggested that, for example, it could be sent by
email to those members who have access to it and that those who
wish to have it as a hard copy could be asked to pay for it. This
led to a short animated discussion about advantages and
disadvantages of such a measure and it was agreed to discuss the
matter of budgets and economies at the next meeting.

4. The Chairman spoke briefly preferring to reserve the largest
part of his comments for the meeting with Branch Officials.
5. The Secretary distributed copies of financial statements
showing the current state of the CRA and the CRA Club. He
reported that the legacy funding has now been received from RHQ
MERCIAN and explained the Debtors and Creditors and a
breakdown of income and expenditure. There followed a long
discussion about the use of the Mercian Regiment Legacy funding,

9. The date of next meeting was agreed as 15th October at 11.
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MINUTES OF BRANCH OFFICIALS’ MEETING

THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRANCH
OFFICIALS HELD AT RHQ CHESTER ON
WEDNESDAY 9 JULY 2014

e. The President of the CRA. He explained that Brigadier
Cave’s role as Director of Army Training may mean that
there will be times he will find it difficult to fulfil his role
as President of the CRA. The key is to let him know well
in advance of any planned events where his presence is
desirable. He confirmed that Brigadier Cave is a member
of the Mercian Regimental Council and is also
responsible for the Mercian Regiment’s heritage and
historical matters.

Chairman: Lt Col D M Oak MBE
Secretary: Maj T E Pickering MBE
Apologies were received from Ellesmere Port, Walsall,
Limavady and Kirkham Branches, all other branches were
represented. Maj R S Goodwin MBE and Maj M G Huntriss
were also in attendance.
In attendance: Lt Col R Spiby, Regimental Secretary, The
Mercian Regiment.

f. Benevolence. He restated the eligibility for benevolence
support from the Mercian Regiment Association. He
explained that the main income for benevolence comes from
the Days Pay scheme and that demand outstrips funds
available. The main criteria for benevolence remain the relief
of need, hardship or distress. He talked about how the
shortfall is made up, mainly through fundraising efforts by
soldiers and supporters of the Regiment. He spoke about the
role of Lt Col Bill Temminck who is the Regiment’s
“Through Life Care Officer” looking after the interests and
welfare of wounded soldiers and bereaved families whenever
the need arose and that the Mercian Regiment is the only
organisation to have such a position. This care is also
extended to members of the antecedent regiments. In answer
to a question he pointed out some of the challenges facing
the Benevolent Fund, not only with the loss of the 3rd Bn and
the proportionate reduction in Days Pay contributions, but
also with increasing costs of items required. He asked
everyone to consider the Mercian Regiment Benevolent
Fund if they wish to do any charity fundraising.

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and introduced Lt Col
Spiby.
2. Col Spiby addressed the meeting on a number of subjects
relating to the Mercian Regiment:
a. MERCIAN 2020 – the reorganisation of the Regiment.
He spoke about the decision made to re-organise the
Regiment rather than lose a complete Battalion (i.e. the
3rd Battalion). He outlined how the re-organisation is
being achieved and that the 2 Regular Army Battalions are
both composed of roughly equal numbers of officers and
soldiers from the 3 Battalions which were formed in 2007.
He explained the roles of the 2 Battalions, the 1st
Battalion being Armoured Infantry stationed in Bulford
and the 2nd Battalion in the Light Role, stationed in
Chester, adding that this was not what the MOD had
originally planned for the Regiment, but due to the
persistence of the Colonel of the Regiment at the time
(Maj Gen Sharpe) it was achieved.

g. Regimental traditions. He outlined the 3 main historical
days which will be commemorated as part of the
Regiment’s heritage, Meeanee, Alma and Ferozeshah, in
addition, Mons will also be remembered and when
possible will be supported by the 2nd Battalion. He
explained what is happening to the property and silver of
the antecedent regiments. The Regimental Heritage
Committee has made an inventory of all such items
throughout the 4 Battalions and after many meetings, has
recommended to the Regimental Council that items
should be moved between the new Battalions to give an
equal balance of the history. This means that personnel
serving now will be able to see things relating to their
background in whichever Battalion they are serving, and
new officers and soldiers will become acquainted with the
history and heritage of the whole regiment. In answer to a
question about surplus silver etc., he said that they would
be offered on loan to establishments such as Army HQ or
the boroughs of the Regimental recruiting area. Damaged
items will be assessed for condition and either be repaired
for use, or if beyond economical repair, it will scrapped.

b. The appointment of Assistant Regimental Secretary.
He explained how the new Assistant Regimental
Secretary in Chester will be selected and the desired
timelines, stating that because Maj Pickering had given
sufficient notice of his intention to retire, the selection
process can begin in good time to try and achieve a
seamless handover. He then answered questions about the
potential replacement.

c. The future of RHQ Chester. The army is undergoing a
large number of changes at present and although there has
been no order to close any RHQ offices, notice has been
given that staffing levels will be reduced. This means that
in RHQ Mercian Regiment, the number of support staff
will be cut from 7 to 3 and Chester will lose one of those
posts, as will Nottingham. Support staff in Lichfield will
reduce from 3 to 1. He emphasised that there is no
intention within the Mercian Regiment to close Chester.

d. FR20 – The proposal for the Army Reserve. This plan
states that every Infantry Battalion of the Army Reserve
(formerly the TA) will have a BHQ, HQ Coy and 3 Rifle
Companies. This decision has a great impact on 4
MERCIAN as it currently has 6 Companies. 4 MERCIAN
submitted a case to retain their Companies in the largest
areas of population which was rejected and orders have
been received to close the Companies and sub-units based
in Burton, Kidderminster, Crewe, Stockport and Widnes.

h. Legacy Funding. He spoke about the Regimental
financial situation and explained that legacy funding has
had to be drawn down to the point where funding will
cease in 2017. In answer to a question, he agreed that ad
hoc funding would always be considered for support to
Association events.
i. He acknowledged that the antecedent Regimental
Associations are independent and confirmed that there is no
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MINUTES OF BRANCH OFFICIALS’ MEETING (continued)
(1) Sandbach Branch is holding a Mons Dance on 16th
August – details from Dave Beech.
(2) The Stockport leg of the Birkenhead v Stockport
Bowls Tournament will take place at Longsight on 28th
September.

wish on the part of the Mercian Regiment to exercise control
over them. He expressed the hope that Branches would make
contact with the 2nd Battalion to establish relationships with
them, this may eventually encourage today’s soldiers to
become involved with the CRA. There is a new Mercian
Regimental e-Newsletter which will be distributed monthly
by the Regiment’s Communications Officer.

6. Branch Reports. Keith Mort (Stockport) asked if there
would be a 2015 diary. The Secretary explained that previous
diaries had been supplied free of charge but that we have been let
down by the supplier on at least 2 occasions. A bespoke
commercial diary would have to be sourced and he has not had
time to do that. The sales of diaries are not high and more than
once, in excess of 50 diaries have had to be disposed of (from a
delivery of 250). Major Goodwin offered to source a supplier.
(After note: Maj Goodwin reported that his contact cannot
supply because of the low quantity required).

j. Support to Events. In the past, due to the wide
geographical spread of the Mercian Regiment, it was not
possible for events to be supported, however now that
both Regular Battalions are in UK it will be possible for
them to offer support to major events.

k. He ended by announcing the change to “The Regimental
Day.” On formation it had been set at 6th June, but it has
decided to change it to the anniversary of the day it was
formed, 1st September.

7. Financial Statement. The Secretary circulated a current
financial statement and provided a brief explanation.
8. Other business. Terry Finlay stated that he is holding funds
from the Berlin Northern Ireland Reunion, a total of £951.
Support for this reunion has dwindled and therefore he proposes
to pay the balance into CRA funds.

3. The Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed. Steve
Pugh proposed and Peter Jackson seconded the proposal that
they were a true record. Carried.
4. There were no matters arising.

9. Date and time of next meeting. The date of the next
meeting was set at Wednesday 15th October at 1330hrs. Lunch
will be available at 1245hrs.

5. Future Events:
a. The funeral of George Ford (Ellesmere Port Branch)
will take place at St Pauls Church Hooton on 14th July.
The Chairman stated that he hoped that someone would
be able to write an obituary.
b. St Julian Service at Stockport. This is being held in St
Georges Church at 1045hrs for 1100hrs followed by a
buffet lunch in The Armoury TA Centre.
c. Unveiling of the statue of Pte Todger Jones VC. This
will take place in Runcorn on Sunday 3rd August. Those
attending are requested to be at the FUP by 1015hrs.
d. Mons Pilgrimage. The Secretary said that he had just
returned from Mons and that everything is going
according to plan. He said that independent travellers can
join in the CRA battlefield tour, but should inform him in
advance.
e. Mons Day. 7th September. The Secretary outlined plans
for the event and pointed out the change in timings for this
year’s event. The CRA will parade with A Company from
2 MERCIAN and will step off at 1020hrs in order to
arrive at the Cathedral in time to be seated at 1045hrs. He
then set out the order of march for the end of service
parade when the CRA will be joined by other Ex-Service
groups, ACF, CCF etc. and the 700 people re-creating the
arrival of Lever Brothers employees to join the Cheshire
Regiment exactly 100 years ago. The Chairman asked if
the order of march can be changed to put the youth groups
to the rear of the parade. It was agreed.
f. Chester Branch Dinner. 19th September. John Fairbanks
confirmed that it was being held.
g. NIVA Memorial Service NMA. 20th September. Dave
Beech said that Sandbach Branch are organising a coach
and that anyone interested should contact him.
h. East Cheshire Reunion. The Secretary reported that he
knew the invitations were about to be printed and will be
sent out in August.
i. The Chairman asked if there were any other events;

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHELSEA
Currently there are no former soldiers of the Cheshire
Regiment living at the Royal Hospital Chelsea. Should you live
on your own and have served in the Army, providing you meet
the criteria below you could apply to live in the Royal Hospital
Chelsea. The key criteria are:
1. Over 65 years of age. Either a former non-commissioned
officer or soldier of the British Army;
or
a former officer of the British Army who served for at least
12 years in the ranks before obtaining a commission;
or
have been awarded a disablement pension while serving in
the ranks.
2. Able to live independently in the sheltered accommodation
(known as Long Wards). The Royal Hospital Chelsea does
not usually accept direct entries in to the Infirmary.
3. Free of any financial obligation to support a spouse or family.
If you are in receipt of an Army Service Pension or War
Disability Pension you will be required to surrender it upon
entry to the Royal Hospital. Please note that if your Army
Service or War Disability Pension does not meet a minimum
threshold you will be required to ‘top-up’ to that amount,
providing it does not place you in financial difficulty.
The website for the Royal Hospital is:
http://www.chelsea-pensioners.co.uk/home
This site contains an application form for entry candidates.
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WORD FROM THE BRANCHES
22nd July 2014 aged 81. He was for over 30 years a loyal and
enthusiastic member of Chester Branch and held every Branch
office except President. He will be sadly missed and we tender
our sincere condolences to Eileen and the family.
John Fairbanks

BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
On 14th July Branch members had the sad duty of attending
the funeral of George Ford at St Paul’s Church in Childer
Thornton. George was a regular attender at Birkenhead Branch
meetings and functions as well as at Ellesmere Port Branch.
George joined the RASC in 1938 and served throughout WW2
and on into the 1950s. Many will remember him too from his TA
service in our 4th Battalion. The RASC/RCT Association was
well represented at the service as well as the CRA. We were
heartened by the attendance of a detachment from 2 MERCIAN
at the service. Support from the Regiment is wholeheartedly
appreciated by all CRA members,
There will no doubt be a detailed account elsewhere in the
Newsletter of the CRA Pilgrimage to Mons, on 22nd-25th
August. Only three from Birkenhead Branch made the trip. The
Branch Standard was valiantly paraded by our Chairman, Ray, on
each appropriate occasion. It was particularly moving to look out
over the battlefield a hundred years to the day after the Regiment’s
famous stand. Also, to use (without apology) a usually
overworked description, it was genuinely heart-warming to enjoy
the hospitality of the people of Audregnies and district. They had
gone out of their way to make us welcome and clearly cherish the
100-year bond between the Regiment and their village. A
memorable and well-organised event. The Branch is hoping to
organise a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum in the near
future, as long as we can arrange transport at reasonable cost.
The Mons Reunion is almost upon us and promises to be a
bigger than usual event this year. We are also looking forward to
the East Cheshire Reunion on 25th October. While our Branch
attendance is steady we are few in number and would urge CRA
readers of the newsletter living in the Birkenhead/Wirral area and
who don’t belong to a Branch to get in touch with us. CRA HQ
will supply contact details of your nearest Branch.
Peter Jackson

ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
I am very happy to report a hugely successful annual
commemoration at the Boat Museum, well supported by
members of the CRA, families and friends. The event was further
enhanced by the attendance of the Mayor and Mayoress of
Ellesmere Port. The Mayor very graciously agreed to lay the
wreath at the Boat Museum.

We hold this event, not just to keep alive the memories and
historic achievements of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment, but to
“raise” the profile of The Cheshire Regt Association. For years I
have strived to dispel the image that some people may have of us.
Not just a bunch of old (and young) soldiers talking about “old
times.” Much to the contrary, despite our “age profile” many of
us are willing and able to step forward and serve our community
in any way possible. In 1939, at outbreak of WW2, the fit and
able were conscripted, or volunteered for service with our Armed
Forces. Those left behind formed the nucleus of the Home
Guard, ARP Wardens, Local Defence Volunteers and fire
watchers. My Grandfather was a firewatcher in Heywood (from
the highest building in town he would observe and report on fires

CHESTER BRANCH
The past three months have flown by. Due in part to the
heatwave, and intervention by representatives of the NHS who
seem determined to remove as many Branch members as
possible from circulation, we have been unable on Friday nights
to muster enough members to form a card school. However, in
the past two weeks things have been picking up again and there
are signs that things could soon be back to normal. I must confess
that we did manage to hold a very successful Race Night, after
which most of the punters went home still wearing their shirts. It
was thanks to sterling work by John Harrison that such an
exciting evening was enjoyed by all.
Our next event will be the Branch Annual Dinner which will
be held on 19th September, for which tickets at £22 are now on
sale. However, before that function takes place we will of course
be commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Mons
on 7th September. This will be a major event involving people
from all over Cheshire and will culminate with a march back to
the Castle from the Cathedral, led by the Band of the Mercian
Regiment. This parade will be over 1,000 strong; I just hope that
we get a good turnout from the CRA and fine weather. We look
forward to what should be a memorable day.
I am sorry to finish on a sad note. Mr Brian Westley, ex
Colour Sergeant in 1 Cheshire, who served in Suez, Germany,
Malaya and the Regimental Depot at the Dale, passed away on
6

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)
NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
The branch continues to meet on the last Tuesday of each
month, with a fairly good membership and attendance. Brian
Billington continues to chair the meetings, which generally have
much lively discussion, good humour and great comradeship.

started by incendiary bombs.) Also, many men stepped forward
and joined, as volunteers, the AFS, many losing their lives
fighting fires during the blitz.
In closing I would like to thank all those who gave support
to this event. With my best regards,
Gordon Kipps

Members at the Malaya/Singapore Reunion

On Monday 4th August 2014 there was a service held at the
Cenotaph Ellesmere Port Civic Square, sponsored by the Mayor
Of Ellesmere Port, to Commemorate the centenary of the
outbreak of the Great War. There was a good show of support
from the townspeople but sadly only three standards: RBL, Air
Cadets, and Ellesmere Port Branch, carried by me.
Gordon Kipps

“Thinking of You” cards are sent to those of our members who
are unwell. Former branch president, Michael Morgan-Wynne
has not been well and therefore unable to attend the last few
meetings. I know that we all wish him well and hope for a speedy
recovery to good health.
Branch President Ray Stafford gave the sad news to
members of the sudden and unexpected death of John Tilsley.
Ray attended the funeral on behalf of the branch, which was a
service to celebrate John’s life. He had only joined the branch a
year or two ago, but was a regular attender at meetings. He was
a very friendly person and it is a sad loss to the branch.
Members, and some of their wives, attended the Malaya and
Singapore reunion at Pelsall. They all had a thoroughly enjoyable
time.
Future events include a day’s outing to Llandudno on
Wednesday 20th August, the Mons Reunion in Chester on
Sunday 7th December and the East Cheshire Reunion in
Stockport on Saturday 25th October. Branch members are also to
hold two town collections in Crewe on Saturday 6th September
and in Nantwich on Thursday 9th October. Both days will be
from 9.30am to 1pm. Proceeds will be for the Mercian Regiment
charity.
The branch continues to meet in the Crosville Social Club in
Chester Street, Crewe, on the last Tuesday of each month. New
members are always welcome. Do come and join us.
Ray Stafford

KIRKHAM BRANCH
On Friday 9th May the Kirkham Branch members met up at
the Cobbles Café in Kirkham Market, where we all had our full
English breakfast. After a good chin-wag we made our way to our
transport where our MTO, Tommy Davies, was waiting to take us
to Chester for Race Day. Once again a great day was had by all.
The 1st Battalion Mercian Regiment did us all proud with the beer
tent. What a great bunch of lads they all are and I must say the
Mercian soldiers that I spoke to were all first class men. We are
safe in their hands. After the races it was back up to the club, which
was full to capacity. The staff did a great job looking after us all.
We all had one for the road and then it was back home to Kirkham.
On 14th June I made my way to Walsall for the Malaya
Reunion. We had booked into the Barons Court Hotel where I
met up with my MT comrades, Paul Hadfield, Eric Thompson,
Roy Turner, Bill Bastin, John Eddowes and Vick Parker. It was
great to see them all looking so well. We had the photo albums
out and the lamp was swinging all over the hotel. In the evening
we got a taxi to the Pelsall Labour Club for the reunion. We met
up with two more of our comrades, Bryn Jones and Len
Hurcombe, with their wives Sheila and Yvonne. Once again the
Walsall Branch members made us most welcome. The fish and
chips were great and we enjoyed the entertainment as well. To
top it all, Bryn Jones won first prize in the raffle, and I won the
second prize. All in all it was a very good reunion.
The Kirkham Branch members are all looking forward to the
Belgium trip on 23rd August, for the centenary of the Great War.
More than 37 million military and civilian casualties. Ten million
soldiers, sailors and airmen killed. We must never forget. That’s
all for now.
John Gibson

SNIPPETS
This issue, it’s a funny old world…
Why do banks charge a fee on “insufficient funds”, when
they know there’s not enough?
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four
billion stars, but check when you say the paint is wet?
Why is abbreviation such a long word?
Why is phonetic not spelled as it sounds?
Why don’t we ever see the headline “Psychic Wins Lottery?”
Why is a boxing ring rectangular?
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between past & present members, therefore throughout 2014 we
have endeavoured to spread the word within our local community
and the outcome has been; a significant increase in the branch
membership.
One of our main efforts has been to change our meeting
venue and timings; we are now meeting at the Ellesmere Port
Labour Club on the first Friday of every month at 19:30 hrs,
which is more central to the population of Ellesmere Port. We
will be increasing our efforts to communicate the benefits of the
CRA with the ultimate aim of securing its future existence.

SOUTHERN REGION
We were very sad to learn of the death of Mrs Marjorie
Dauncey, wife of Brigadier Mike Dauncey DSO. Marjorie and
Mike were married since September 1945, a total of 68 years of
devotion to each other. Our deepest condolences go to Brigadier
Mike and his family. Marjorie’s funeral was very well attended,
with many members of the Southern Region attending.
It has been a quiet time for the Southern Region, with only
the Inter Services T20 Cricket at Lords to keep us entertained.
Once again it was thanks to our President, Brigadier Tony Twiss,
that we had the best seats in the ground and enjoyed a great day’s
cricket, along with an excellent picnic. An Army win topped a
great day.
One of our most esteemed members, Fred Sims, has been
unwell and it was wonderful to see our members rallying round
to ensure that he had visits in hospital and at home. Our almoner
and president in particular did a fantastic job on our behalf.
Our Meeanee Dinner next year will be held at Browns, in
Central London, on Saturday 7th March 2015. We are very
excited to have a new venue for our dinner and we look forward
to seeing as many as possible attending.
In the meantime we look forward to supporting the Mons
commemorations, both in Belgium and Chester, and before we
know it we will once again be doing our duty at the Field of
Remembrance and the Cenotaph. As always, we would
appreciate any support during remembrance weekend.
George Szwejkowski

Veterans Gala
On the 21st June members of the branch attended the Veterans
Gala evening at the Ellesmere Port Civic Centre. The evening
began with an excellent speech from one of our members (Kenny
Spain) who is the current Chairman of the Veterans Association.
Kenny indicated he was proud to see so many people had taken the
time to support the association in this year of commemoration.
With speeches over, we were then treated to a host of jokes,
songs from a variety of entertainers and obviously lots of drinks;
a very good evening was had by all who attended. Kenny is now
planning for the 2015 Veterans Gala the South Wirral Branch has
offered their assistance when and were required.
We Will Remember Him
During 2013 we as a branch mourned the loss of our
comrade and friend Kevin Slater who passed away in hospital
after a long illness. Kevin was a valued member of the branch
and was always ready and willing to support even when he was
suffering with his illness.
Many members of the Cheshire Regiment Association have
fond memories of Kevin due to his loud out spoken but
supportive views on the majority of subjects; this aspect of his
personality was first encountered after he left Irish Rangers and
joined C, Company 2nd Mercian Volunteers in the early 1990`s,
then on to the 3rd Battalion Cheshire Regiment where he finished
his career with the Army.
Kevin will always be remembered as an honourable, honest
and supportive comrade and most of all; a very good friend to all
branch members and to whom he came into contact with.

SOUTH WIRRAL BRANCH

Operation Cover-Up
Greetings to all, during 2013 members of the branch
recognised that running/attending outside events was difficult
due to bad weather conditions i.e.: Chester races, fund raising
events and branch functions. The branch therefore embarked on
mission to solve this problem by starting Operation Cover-Up.
The mission was to raise sufficient funds, with the objective
to purchase a marquee type tent facility with tables and chairs
costing over £2,000.00. To achieve this; we approached local
businesses, charities and council members for donations, and the
outcome was; that we achieved outstanding results, whereby we
raised the total amount within the first 6 months of the operation.
Although too late for this year’s race meeting, we have now
purchased the 12 meter x 6 meter marquee, lighting, with 40
chairs and sufficient tables to facilitate up and coming outside
events. We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who
contributed, and a special thanks to Nigel Hunt who worked
extremely hard to make the operation a great success. Nigel
commented; “it’s fantastic that the South Wirral Branch has this
facility and for a reasonable donation, other branches will be able
to use the marquee for their own events.”

STOCKPORT BRANCH
Sadly, we open these notes with the news of yet another
passing of an old Comrade. Jim Clare ex 1st Bn 22nd Cheshire
Regiment and Suez Veteran passed away on 22nd May 2014. Jim
was not only a staunch member of the Association but also a
founder member of the Stockport Heritage Trust. Jim’s
knowledge of the history of Stockport was incredible, to say the
least. He was also Stockport’s Town Cryer, the author of many
history books and town guides, What a man!! His funeral took
place on Monday 9th June at St Marys in the Market and with at
least 250 mourners in attendance showing their respect.
We learned also of the death of Rob McDonald ex 22nd
Cheshire Regiment. A small party from Stockport were amongst
those who attended his funeral in Altrincham on Thursday 12
June along with our standard. Our condolences go to Rob’s
family.
Our Branch were once again the guests of the Birkenhead
Branch CRA in a bowls tournament with the hosts winning by
146-125 overall. Many thanks Hogey for the day. Unfortunately
what should have been the return leg had to be cancelled due to a

Branch Membership
Throughout 2013 the South Wirral branch struggled to keep
the membership at a sufficient level to justify its existence. This
problem has been due to members moving out of the
area/country, work commitments and illnesses, all of which had
a major impact on our 2013 attendance figures.
As a branch we recognised that we must keep alive the spirit
of the Regiment and to maintain friendships and comradeship
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clash of dates i.e. the dedication of the ‘Todger’ Jones Memorial.
Latest news on the return leg is that it is now to be played on
September 28th.
We also attended the Annual Malaya Vets Reunion down at
the Pelsall Labour Club with our friends of the Walsall Branch.
A long way to go for a bag o’ fish and chips but it’s always good
to meet up with old comrades, swing the lights, pull up the
sandbag and chat about old times, something we old veterans
enjoy doing.
Our next big occasion was the Annual Armed Forces Day
Dinner Dance where 140 guests were treated to a first class
dinner and entertainment. Thanks mainly to the efforts of Paul
and Hazel Lomas our organisers.
I was unable to attend myself due to a prior engagement at
the Armed Forces Week at Blackpool. An unexpected fly-past of
a WW2 Spitfire and Hurricane over the Cenotaph thrilled us all,
especially when on their 3rd run they dipped their wings in
recognition – truly a magnificent sight and sound.
With so much happening around the WW1 commemorations
and the Armed Forces Week we find ourselves at risk of
spreading ourselves too thinly: a Lord Mayor’s Charity Day,
Veterans Day Parade and our Pilgrimage to Chrich and the
Mercian Regiment Memorial Parade on Sunday 6th July,
followed with the usual FREE Buffet at the local ex Services
Club. Sadly our numbers were well down this year, old age and
poverty takes its toll.
We had the honour of receiving an embroidered ‘sampler’ of
our Regimental Badge from the daughter of 268104 Pte Frank
Wright who embroidered it himself whilst laying in a Hospital
Bed recovering from gunshot wounds to his thigh in 1917. Take
a look on the wall of our Trustees Room next time you visit
Stockport, you will be amazed.
August saw our 100th Anniversary Memorial Service and
Parade at Mons where several of our members attended along
with Standards.
A candle-lit walk on the night of August 4th in Woodbank
Park took place to commemorate the day and time that “The
Lights went out over Europe” 100 years ago. A short event also
took place at the Stockport War Memorial that evening. For those
who ever doubted the story of the Christmas Day Hog Roast then
please view the attached photo evidence. This photo was
discovered whilst delving into our archives.

TRANMERE BRANCH
May I tender my apologies for the absence of notes during
the last newsletter. This was due to personal circumstances and
no reflection of Tranmere Branch members.

In Memorium
In April we were saddened to attend the cremation of Eva
Heaps at Blacon. Her husband Tom and son David are both
members of Tranmere Branch. I first met Eva in Munster in the
mid-sixties; she was a lovely lady, very easy to get along with
and like Tom, I Cheshire through and through. It was no surprise
to see how well attended the service for Eva was. Our thoughts
are with Tom and his family.
A week later Joe Cotgrave carried the Branch Standard and
Alan Row said Regimental Prayers at the funeral of Ron Pulham.
Ron was a staunch member of our branch before he became ill
and we are grateful for his and his wife Sylvia’s contributions.

Arboretum Visit
On Saturday 13th June ten of our members paid the third
visit to the Arboretum. Tony Baker made the short journey from
Tamworth to meet up with them, and then he promptly tested the
word comradeship by announcing he had forgotten to bring any
money. While everyone was doing a disappearing act he
managed to grab Geoff Spurr and was subsidised for the
afternoon.
The purpose of the day was to pay our respects to Cheshire
comrades who gave their lives in the service of the Regiment and
our Country. Brian Payne laid the wreath and Phi Rowe said the
Regimental Prayer. Later our members retired to the Alrewas
British Legion where, once again all were treated to an excellent
3 course Sunday lunch. A tiring but satisfying day had been
achieved.
Sergeant George Bush
The family of George Bush had requested representation
from the CRA at George’s funeral on 8th July. George served 20
years with B Company 2nd Battalion as a Vickers machine
Gunner. Brian Payne and I were proud to parade the Tranmere
Branch Standard and show our respect to George. We spoke to
many of his family and I can report that they very much
appreciated the CRA attendance. He was a great soldier.

Inter Branch Activities
For a long time I have thought that inter-branch socialising
within our CRA is very poor. Regarding this my own Branch has
become very insular and perhaps other branches may feel the
same way. To this end I have been negotiating with Birkenhead
Branch to arrange two bowls/fun day matches per year. Perhaps
we should be sharing trips out together rather than just waiting
for Race Day, Mons Parade etc. Nigel Hunt of South Wirral gave
a good example to me by suggesting that Branches join up and
share the cost of transport to the East Cheshire Reunion at
Stockport. A very good idea and cutting down on expenses. I
really would be interested in the opinions of other branches and
what their views are on this subject.
Our Branch members are looking forward to seeing many of
you in Belgium. Until then, our best wishes to all members.
Rusty YNWA

We at Stockport CRA who were unable to visit Mons in
August hope all went well. Looking forward to the updates from
the pilgrimage.
Gordon H Smith
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WALSALL BRANCH
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of another
old soldier, Len Eyton (ex-Colour Sgt) who served for 22 years
with the regiment. Len joined the Walsall Branch 3-5-2012 and
was a regular attendee at our monthly meetings up to April 2014
In May he was diagnosed with inoperable cancer and sadly died
9-7-14. R.I.P Len. The funeral took place 25 July with 10
members in attendance and notably an old comrade from
Merseyside, Alan Grundy.
We had 6 members attend the race day and all came away
with a small profit and an enjoyable day.
We had an Aussie visit us during May. Ron Bartley corporal
in C Coy 1959/60 who met up with old friends in Chester and
took memorabilia back down under. We also took him to Alrewas
to see the commemorative wall where he could not believe the
amount of names entered.
Saturday the 14th of June saw our annual get together
Malaya/Singapore reunion with 98 attending for delicious fish and
chips and very good entertainment provided by Darren Carpenter.
The next event was a trip to Weston Super Mare for Armed
Forces Day. 31 members in attendance saw a fly-past and various
air demonstrations, including formation parachute landings.
Unfortunately one moved off course and landed on an 81 year old
lady who was taken to hospital but was discharged after a check-up.

A few MT Lads from Malaya’57 – “The Passage of Time”

The 30th of July we again went as a party of 30 to Gloucester
Docks and later to Tewkesbury. It was a full, thoroughly
enjoyable day, although very tiring. Both these events were
organised by our secretary Derek (Joe) Sadler, on top of all his
other duties. We all thank you Joe. Next event September Mons
- looking forward to meeting old friends.
Reg Smith

UNVEILING OF THE STATUE TO PRIVATE THOMAS ALFRED JONES VC DCM

Speech given at the Unveiling of the Statute to Private TA
Jones VC DCM Sun 3 Aug 14.
We are here today to commemorate the remarkable exploits
of Pte Thomas Alfred Jones. For those of us who joined up with
the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment we were brought up on the tales of
‘Todger’ Jones. We have proudly carried his memory forward
into the Mercian Regiment where Todger is celebrated still.
Anyone who has served on recent operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan can still only imagine the hardship suffered by the
soldiers and families who lived through 4 years of intense war
between 1914 and 1918.
Todger’s is a story of bravery and friendship in the midst of
that tragedy. His actions during the Battle of the Somme in 1916
saw Thomas being awarded the Victoria Cross. He tackled a
sniper who had killed his friend and in going forward alone on
that dangerous task he captured 102 enemy officers and men. An
extremely brave action; born of his grief at the loss of a friend.
But it is his deeds in 1918 at the Battle of Bapaume when he
was awarded his second gallantry medal, the Distinguished
Conduct Medal, that I personally find impressive. His citation
speaks of leadership throughout a hard fight and it ends with the
words, “His fine example and utter fearlessness of danger were a
great incentive to the men.”
He, like so many men and women of Runcorn, served his
country and community in a time of dire need. I have had the
privilege of serving alongside other men and women from across
the North West who achieve remarkable things every day. And
we witness here today the results of dedication and hard work
across this community, who have come together to build and now
unveil this great memorial.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for the fantastic
support that Runcorn has given to the Regiment during recent
operations. This year the Mercian Regiment returns to the

Northwest with the 2nd Battalion having just moved to Chester.
They will once again integrate back into the county where we will
work together in the service of the nation and our local community.
Generations of service personnel are represented here today
by Jim Duckworth, Harry Langton, Steve Mainwaring and
Kealan Ashley. This statue pays tribute to the energy and
enterprise of all of the people of Runcorn. Let Todger’s example
encourage us all to go that extra mile for our friends and
neighbours in everything we do. Thank you.
Major RA PRENTICE
Battalion Second in Command
1st Battalion
The Mercian Regiment
(Cheshire, Worcesters and Foresters, and Staffords)

The statue of Pte Thomas “Todger” Jones VC, DCM
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“TABOO”

BOOK REVIEW

DOG STAGS AND NAAFI GROWLERS
by James Ivimey
As the front cover says, this is
the book for every soldier who
never went to war. It is the story of
James Ivimey, who first of all
joined the Royal Signals, but
quickly saw the light and
transferred to the Cheshire
Regiment in 1984, joining the 1st
Battalion in Hong Kong.
Perhaps what sets this apart
from most similar books, is Jim’s
early experiences in Hong Kong,
ending with him remaining behind
in a Hong Kong prison, whilst his comrades returned to public
duties in London. Not the most auspicious start to his career.
After his escapades in Hong Kong, most of the book
concentrates on his time in Belize and Northern Ireland and those
who served at that time will be very familiar with much of what
has been written. Nevertheless it is interesting to see his accounts
of events, which are written with great clarity. My one criticism
is that his writing style may have the unfortunate result of turning
off a section of readers. The over-use of military slang and
acronyms, and perhaps the odd swear word in the wrong place,
may not sit easily with those who are not from a military
background.
I think that all of us who served during the same time as Jim
Ivimey would have a store of anecdotes and recollections that
would fill a book, but actually getting down to writing one is
another matter. This is something that Jim Ivimey has done and
all those who served would be interested in his perspective on life
for those soldiers who never went to war.

A strange word within itself and used for many different
reasons but in relation to Soldiers or ex-Soldiers when expecting
them to ask for help when they may need it for various reasons it
becomes top of the list no way that’s Taboo. Why should that be?
Well in a nutshell, because we have served with PRIDE and that
pride prevents us saying we may need help as we may seem weak
or a wimp for asking. But it is that thing “pride” that is stopping
any type of assistance from being forthcoming when you may
need it the most.
Most days we can read in the paper or see on the social
media examples where ex Service personnel have suffered from
apparent lack of help from any direction and I am sure we have
been known to say ‘How Disgusting that nothing is done to
help.’ A lot of the time it is down to that word “pride” where no
one has known the need for help. We all know of Ex Cheshire
Soldiers or Ex Serving Personnel who have got in to difficulties
and not asked for help or not known where they could possibly
ask to see if they can get help. It can all be done with total privacy
and the help you or they may need is more than likely there for
you or them. We are in a time at the moment when all Service
Charities are stretched due to the need but people will still do
everything they can to help in any way they can.
Can I ask that every reader of our Newsletter, who knows or
may come across an Ex Cheshire, or even Ex serving personnel
who may have let it be known or can be seen to be having
difficulties, pass on the telephone numbers of the couple of
contact points shown below.
We may then have helped to prevent one of our own being
the next we read about in the newspapers or on our Social media
sites and show how strong we are when together.”
Jim Salisbury

SUEZ VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION
I am organising, along with the Suez Veterans Association
Committee, an event to commemorate the signing of the
Anglo/Egyptian Treaty for the British Forces to withdraw from
the Suez Canal Zone. The Treaty was signed on 19th October
1954 (60 years).
A parade and service is being arranged at the National
Memorial Arboretum, which has already been booked for
Sunday 19th October 2014 at 1000 hours. It will commence with
a short service held in the marquee, followed by a parade
adjacent to the Suez Veterans Association Memorial Garden,
which will include a wreath laying ceremony.
Standard bearers would be most welcome, along with
veterans’ families and friends. We are hoping for at least 1,000
people attending this event.
Thank you in anticipation for any help and support that you
can contribute. This will probably be the last parade that the Suez
Veterans Association will organise.
Brian M Watts
Secretary of the SVA
Flat 16, Jubilee House
Ladysmith Road
Kirby Muxloe
Leicester LE9 2BH
Tel: 01162 393114
Email: b.watts66@btinternet.com

Veterans Welfare Service
As a Veteran you are entitled to access the
services of the Veterans Welfare Service.
They can offer help and advice in relation to:

• War Disablement Pensions
• Armed Forces Compensation Scheme
• Armed Forces Pension Scheme
• State Benefits
• Service Charities
Tel No 0800 169 2277

www.veterans-uk.info
Veterans UK Helpline:

0808 1914 218
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MONS PILGRIMAGE 2014
Having attended the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Mons
in 1994, it has been my firm intention to attend the centenary
parade at Mons and by great good fortune and the excellent
services of the NHS I succeeded. I came to Mons as a member of
the CRA firstly to remember the sacrifice of the men of the 1st
Bn and secondly to pay tribute to my uncles who served in the
22nd in WWl.
10203 Private Bramhall T (Cheshire Regiment) was the
uncle I never knew. Tom was born on the 23rd May 1891 at 43
Chapel Street, Wincham, Northwich. He was the second child of
my maternal grandparents’ eleven children. On leaving school at
the age of 14 he went to work at Brunner Mond, Winnington,
Northwich. Brunner Mond is now ICI. He joined the Territorials
in 1912 enlisting in the Cheshire Regiment. On the declaration of
war he, along with his two brothers (also Cheshires), reported for
duty. Tom landed in France on the 26th October 1914, I think,
with the 6th Bn who were the first Cheshire TA Battalion to cross
the Channel. He qualified for the 1914 Star. He was later
transferred to the 11th Bn. He was KIA in March 1918 at the
beginning of the German Spring Offensive. An extract from the
History of the Cheshire Regiment states that during the night of
the 23rd/24th March 1918, the 11th Bn took up a position near
Chaufours Wood. Heavy casualties were caused by enemy
shelling. When the troops retired from Vaulx on the left, “D”
Company remained in the trenches till they were withdrawn at

7.30pm. This order failed to reach two other companies and they
were never seen again. Tom was in one of those Companies and
his name is on the Arras War Memorial.
On Friday 22nd August 2014 we, a group of 31, including
the Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor Bob Rudd, assembled at
The Dale and the coach moved off at 05.30 hrs as dawn was
breaking. The journey south was uneventful and the trip across
the channel was smooth and gentle. We duly arrived at the Best
Western Hotel Horizon Ath Lessines, after a slow and tiring
journey from Calais due mainly to road works.
The Cheshire Regiment’s achievements at Mons in 1914
have received very little coverage on or in the media, so I think
that it is worth recalling some historical facts. At 11pm on
Tuesday 4th August 1914 Britain opened hostilities with
Germany following the latter’s invasion of Belgium. By the time
the war was over four years later, 1,117,077 British and
Commonwealth Servicemen had lost their lives and The
Cheshire Regiment lost 8,420 men.
The 1st Battalion arrived at Le Havre on the 16th August as
part of the 15th Infantry Brigade. The battalion had been brought
up to strength with reservists recalled to the colours. Of the 25
officers and 952 other ranks who had been present on the
morning of Monday the 24th August 1914, only 7 Officers and
200 other ranks remained.

Distribution of forces at the Battle of Mons. The 1st Cheshires are highlighted by the arrow, with the 1st Norfolks to their left.
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Soldiers from the Royal Welch Fusiliers and the Cheshire Regiment in a
Belgian town on their way to Mons in 1914.

The Mayor of Chester lays a wreath at Cement House Cemetery.

I kept an information sheet that was given to me in 1994 by
Alan Gregson Jnr which presents a good description of that day in
1914. ‘The 1st Bn’s job was to cover the retirement of the 5th
Division B.E.F. whilst they moved back to conform with the
French lines. The 4th German Army Corps deployed and attacked
the two British regiments holding the line, the 22nd and the 1st Bn
The Norfolk Regiment. These two regiments successfully held
back some 12 German Regiments for four hours until the pressure
on the 1st Norfolk’s made them retire, but due to lack of
communications this order was not conveyed to 1 Cheshire who,
under the command of Lt Col D Boger, were still acting on orders
to delay the German advance to the last man. The 1st Bn was now
exposed to the full might of the German assault but held out for a
further two hours before they had to retire.’
Standards aloft at Cement House Cemetery.

Advancing German infantry.

Major Ron Goodwin gives the eulogy.

Our programme for the two days Saturday and Sunday 23rd
and 24th August 2014 was comprehensive but not too tiring. On
Saturday the 23rd we laid a wreath at Cement House CWGC
Cemetery. From there we visited Tyne Cot and Langemark
Cemeteries, Bayernwald Preserved Trench System and
Passchendaele Memorial Museum. On our tour we passed the
Hooge Crater Cemetery. Hod Birkby’s grandfather who was with
the 1st Bn on the 24th August 1914 was KIA a couple of months
before the 1918 armistice and is buried there. Hod laid a wreath
on his grave. Afterwards on the coach Hod informed us that the
Birkby family had given 135 years service to the 22nd which
must be a unique record for a family.

Listening to the battlefield guide at Tyne Cot.
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It also reminded me that the last time I was at Ypres in 2007,
Harry Patch was there and members of Stockport Branch were
delighted to have a photograph with him in his wheel chair.
Sunday the 24th was the big day. We departed the hotel for
Audregnies at 08.45 hrs. Here we were joined by the Tranmere
party and colleagues who had travelled independently. After
coffee at Audregnies the CRA fell in behind 1 Mercian for the
1km march to the cemetery. There were 7 CRA standards on
parade with 100 people representing the CRA. 1 Mercian, under
the command of Lt Col Mark Ellwood, provided two guards and
colour party, 150 soldiers on parade. Behind us were
representatives of the Belgian military associations, local and
regional patriotic associations, local authorities of Quievrain and
citizens who joined the procession to Audregnies cemetery for
the ceremony and wreath laying. The band played and the sun
shone brightly. This small but beautiful cemetery which
contained the graves of, I think, 40 of our men killed on the day
in 1914, was packed to capacity for this 30 minute ceremony.

A section of Tyne Cot Cemetery.

It was then on to Ypres where free time in Ypres prior to the
8pm ceremony is precious. In all my years of visiting this area
one of the things I really appreciate is sitting in the square
enjoying good food and conversation and watching the world go
by. Saturday the 23rd August was no exception. At 8pm the shrill
sound of the Last Post played by buglers from the Belgium Fire
Brigade echoed around the Menin Gate. Hod Birkby laid our
wreath with the Mayor of Chester laying one on behalf of the
citizens of Chester and we were honoured that our wreaths were
the first to be laid. At the end of the wreath laying a band played
a hymn and the three National Anthems of Belgium, France and
England. Then the sound of Reveille brought this poignant
ceremony to an end.

Colours on parade in Audregnies Cemetery.

At the conclusion we fell in again and marched to the
battlefield, which was a 2 km slog uphill. During this shortish
march we were applauded by the local citizens and the band
played Tipperary to which we gave hearty voice. We duly arrived
at the battlefield site for the ceremony and unveiling of a Memorial
at which wreaths were laid and speeches made to commemorate
the actions and the causalities of the 1st Bn on the 24th August
1914. I thought the memorial was very appropriate.

The Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor Bob Rudd, and Cheshire Regiment
Association Secretary Major Eddie Pickering, pictured with stonemason James
Sumner and the plaque commemorating the heroism of Cheshire Regiment
soldiers at the Battle of Mons. (Photo courtesy of AboutMyArea.co.uk)

Standard Bearers at the Menin Gate.
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words, but on this occasion his thousands of words painted a
picture that will remain with us for ever. Sat in my wheel chair,
listening with intent to every word and visualizing the battle in
every detail, I scanned the skies to look for another Angel of
Mons but I did not succeed, although I may have caught a
glimpse of a couple of the Agincourt Archers as they faded
silently behind the cirrus clouds.
It was good to have on parade four of the CRA’s Vice
Presidents: Keith Prosser, James Percival, Keith Skempton and
Andrew Sharpe; three Chairmen of CRAMC: Ron Goodwin,
Peter Gresty and David Oak; two CRA secretaries: Alan Hughes
and Eddie Pickering; one Lord Mayor of Chester: Bob Rudd; and
seven members of the current CRAMC committee.

At the conclusion of this ceremony we returned to
Audregnies for lunch provided by the citizens. A splendid dish of
pork and chips with the obligatory mayo and there was
something extra special – the “Drink of Souvenir” – offered by
the “Centenaire Bataille d’Audregnies” Association – a tasting of
the special beer “Ever Glorious” from the local brewery
“L’Abbaye des Roes.” We were also able to buy three litres for
20 euros’ – an opportunity not to be missed. It was not missed
and was wonderful.

General Andrew Sharpe addresses the local dignitaries.

For some of us who travelled it will probably be our last visit
to Flanders, but we can say that we did remember those valiant
men of the 1st Bn who gave their lives on the 24th August 1914.
I thought also of the residents of the Bravest Little Street, Chapel
Street, and Captain Edward K Bradbury VC, RHA, from
Altrincham, who was KIA on the 1st September 1914 covering
the retreat from Mons at Nery. I also spared a thought for the five
Soul brothers who served in the Cheshire Regiment and lost their
lives in the war; of our two VCs, ‘Todger’ Jones and Hugh
Colvin; and The Football Match at Christmas and the Christmas
Truce where the 6th Bn held the line which featured in a TV
programme on Sunday 3 August 2014. I wondered if Uncle Tom
took part.
There has been much press and TV coverage of the
centenary of WWl but I have not seen a mention of the gallantry
of the 1st Bn on the 23rd August 1914. I therefore take this
opportunity to quote a passage from Col Arthur Crookenden’s
‘The History of The Cheshire Regiment in the Great War.’

This went down well…

“The Turn in the Tide”
‘Pile arms, and fall out, we remain here for a few hours.’ In
this prosaic manner ended the historic “Retreat from Mons” as
far as the 22nd Regiment was concerned. The scene was a little
orchard on the outskirts of Toumant just on the 18th kilo stone
from Paris. The date; Saturday evening, September 5th 1914. A
little band of dirty, bearded soldiers, mostly capless and without
puttees, had wheeled into the orchard, a captain in command. Not
even their best friends would have recognised this little band of
tatterdemalions as the 1st Battalion 22nd Regiment, a short
fortnight ago one of the smartest and best turned out Battalions

…and seemed to possess extraordinary qualities!

Following this relaxing hour we returned to the battlefield
for a guided visit. Our excellent tour guide, Philip Pearce, had
arranged for another tour guide John Cotterell, an ex Worcester,
to give this presentation. John’s grasp of the detail of the events
of the battle were phenomenal; he covered every aspect of the
actions on this day. They say that a picture is worth a thousand
15
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in the whole army. Since then, however, their lot has been such
as had seldom been endured by soldiers before. Two hundred and
five (205) miles on foot, little food, two battles and several
running fights make up a summer programme not calculated to
improve Tommy’s appearance or his outlook on life, especially
on a Saturday evening.’
When plans were made for the commemoration of the First
World War, it seemed like an exercise in history – a necessary
and salutary process of remembrance, but not one that could have
much resonance in an age where consumerism appears to have
replaced patriotism as society’s animating force. All who
attended the service on Sunday the 24th August 2014 were
patriotic and non more so than the people of Audregnies, both
young and old. To be there was extremely rewarding.
Unfortunately it was not included in our itinerary but The
Saint-Symphorien Cemetery near Mons is one of the most
remarkable and evocative legacies of the First World War. On
land donated by a Belgium farmer during the war in 1916; it
unites British soldiers killed at the Battle of Mons, who were
originally buried by the Germans, Commonwealth soldiers, Irish
soldiers, German soldiers in carefully arranged groups. One of
the first to die on the Western Front, John Parr, is buried here, as
is one of the last, George Ellison. Among the most striking areas
is the large circular arrangement of the Middlesex Regiment
graves: in the centre of the circle is a stone that the Germans
carved to the “Royal Middlesex Regiment”, adding a touch of
homage they felt those heroes deserved.
On Monday the 25th we departed for home. When we
arrived at Calais the rain started and it continued all the way
back. The M25 was the M25 and it was raining even harder and
so it continued to within 10 miles of Chester when it eased. We
pulled in at the Dale as the last vestige of daylight was
disappearing and the heavens reopened.
I am so glad that I was able to attend and I am very grateful
to Lawrence Dunning, George Szwejkowski, David Oak and
Derek Sykes et al, for providing the means to propel me and my
wheelchair to places various. Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For
the Fallen’ was written early in September
1914, a reflection on the Battle of Mons. My
1157 now includes: Wheelchair collapsible
lightweight – 1, Sticks walking adjustable – 1,
Crutches alloy adjustable pairs – 1. An
indication in my case that age has wearied and
the years have condemned.
It would be remiss of me not to
pay tribute to Eddie Pickering,

British soldiers (with Belgian soldiers in the background) looking bedraggled
in the immediate aftermath of the Battle of Mons

who has been planning this event for the past three years, for his
energy, commitment, organisation and translation skills which
enabled this small, but nevertheless important, contingent from
the CRA to pay our respect to those members of our Regiment
and all the men and women who died for King and
Country during World War 1. It was
perfect on the day – thank you and
well done Eddie.
And finally, I have tried to
summarize in my mind what this
this special commemoration tour
was for me; in one word:
‘Emotive’
Alan Jennings

The inscription above the Menin Gate.
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES

The Fairbanks Help Line
If you are planning to take a skiing holiday this winter I
would advise you to get as fit as humanly possible. The reasons
why you should do so are simple. If you arrive in your chosen
resort out of condition you will lack (a) the reflexes necessary to
avoid collisions on the over-crowded slopes, (b) the stamina
needed just to survive two weeks Après Ski, and (c) the agility
needed to avoid the unwanted attentions of the sexually
obnoxious.
A useful aid to attaining peak fitness is making regular visits
to a dry ski slope prior to your holiday. Would be skiers in
general find such visits exceedingly useful and very informative.
Because not only do they get a good insight into the dangers
inherent in skiing,- broken limbs are not exactly unknown in
these places,- but they will also learn to recognise, and therefore
avoid, the skiing bores who infest the winter sports resorts.
To help you attain peak fitness there are many simple
exercises some of which can be done anywhere anytime. Some
of them may already be part of your daily routine. One such drill
entails squatting with your back pressed against a wall, thighs
parallel to the ground, feet flat, for thirty seconds at a time.
During Après ski most winter sportsmen and women regularly do
this exercise each evening as they slide slowly down the wall

and, following a brief pause for one last swallow, vanish
gracefully and silently beneath the table.
A routine essential to the enjoyment of your holiday, off the
slopes, is done as follows. Stand upright, feet slightly apart, and
without bending your trunk forward or backward swing your
waist from side to side. Experts claim that this exercise will
strengthen your trunk and thus improve your skiing. I don’t know
about that, I will take their word for it. What I do know is that a
similar movement is needed each day to help fight a way through
the hordes of Germans besieging the ski lifts, or to simply clear
a path through to the bar.
In the battle to achieve a perfect physical condition you
must, above all else, aim to strengthen your arms. To do this you
should perform, daily, the most popular exercise of all. Stand
with your feet firmly planted, head erect, shoulders square to the
front. Then take hold of a full pint glass in your right hand and
raise it smoothly to your lips and slowly tilt it letting the contents
disappear down your throat. Then lower the empty glass to the
bar whilst using your left hand to wipe any froth from your lips.
For best results this exercise should continue until difficulty
is experienced in locating the mouth. Generally, when this
condition has been reached, the squatting exercise mentioned
earlier takes place as a matter of course.

AN ALMONER’S TALE
yet all had an unstinting pride in their regiment.
The down side has been attending funerals, but even then it
has been so uplifting to witness the support given by CRA
members.
Perhaps one of the highlights was having the opportunity to
celebrate Brigadier Mike Dauncey’s 90th birthday and to help
arrange a special party for Les Stelfox’s 100th birthday. It has
also been so lovely to receive telephone calls, thanking me for
cards and presents.
I am now forging close links with the Royal British Legion
and they have been very helpful when the occasion has required it.
I recently had the honour of representing the Cheshire
Regiment at two memorial services for police officers who gave
their lives in the Great War. My attendance was in dedication to
Private Mellor, a police officer who served in our 11th Battalion.
We are lucky to have a wonderful branch committee and it
has been good to receive their support, particularly when giving
my report at our branch meetings. We have a special welfare
budget within our branch accounts, and this is kept topped up by
a raffle after every branch meeting. Everyone is always very
generous.
Being an almoner is an experience that can be difficult at
times, but can also be very rewarding. It has given me a great deal
of satisfaction to be able to make a difference and to give
something back to those who deserve our help.
Lynne Szwejkowski

I have been a member of the Southern Region of the CRA
since the branch first formed over 15 years ago and for most of
that time I have had the privilege of being its almoner.
When I first took the job on, I had no experience or even
knowledge of what an almoner was. It was a daunting challenge,
but I began by getting the branch secretary to give me a contact
list of our members. I started to send out cards to members,
introducing myself and asking after their welfare. We have a lot
of members in their more senior years, and amongst them there
are many widows and widowers. I also think that we probably
have more nonagenarians than most branches, with Les Stelfox,
our oldest member at a sprightly 101.
The Southern Region covers a wide area, with members as
far flung as South Wales, Dorset and Kent. We also had three
lovely Chelsea Pensioners, who sadly are no longer with us.
As well as sending cards and making telephone calls, I also
began to visit our members, particularly those who were less
mobile. It was a humbling experience to meet so many who had
given great service to their country, but were now aged or infirm,

SNIPPETS

Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but duck
when a revolver is thrown at him?
Why did Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
What is the speed of darkness?

If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes?

Pte Mellor’s name on the police memorial stone.
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EAST CHESHIRE REUNION

SERJEANTS’ CLUB

Gentlemen,
I write to enlist your help in ensuring the continuation of the
CRA East Cheshire Reunion held at the Drill Hall in Stockport
on the last Saturday of October. I am only the third Secretary
since its inception in 1949 and I would not like to be in office
when this chain is broken.

Dear Members,
I hope this finds you all in good health, and you have all had
a good year. The Battalion has had an extremely busy year since
the last AGM. It has had every Rifle Company deployed on some
sort of overseas tasking as well as giving support to a 3 UK Div
exercise for several weeks. Support Company has supported all of
these in their usual way and has had the added task of being the
range team and observer mentors for a Ghurkha exercise in Kenya.
The move to Bulford is now complete and the Bn has already
started its intensive Armoured Infantry training with courses for
the crews and dismounts. The camp has changed considerably
since the last time The 22nd were in Bulford with brand new
accommodation for the lads and the mess being the old Officers’
Mess. The Mess is in need of some substantial work to enable us
to accommodate all of our mess members. It has only 17 rooms
so some of the SNCOs have found themselves in transit
accommodation next to the soldiers’ block, and the dining room
can only sit 60 with a total mess number of 98.
I am pleased to inform you that the next AGM of The
Serjeants’ Club will take place in the Regimental Club at RHQ
Chester on Saturday 11th October 2014. Due to training
commitments and leave the AGM will be held over one night.
The evening is also open to wives and partners.
The format of the evening will be as follows:
a. Arrive RHQ Chester 1800hrs. (Dress: Jacket, collar and tie.)
b. Once the AGM is completed we will all return to the bar with
hot/cold buffet being provided later that evening.
c. The cost for the evening will be borne by the club.
Please could I ask if you have not received your AGM letter
and are planning on attending you contact Sgt Redpath.

The event, open to all ex-members of the 22nd (Cheshire)
Regiment, serving and ex-members of the Mercian Volunteers
and the Mercian Regiment commences at 18.00 and we are
called to dinner at 19.15. We pay our respects to our fallen
comrades and a wreath is laid at the Memorial. Supper – hot pot
and cheese and biscuits – is served and followed by toasts to Her
Majesty the Queen, the Colonel-in-Chief, Earl of Chester and
“The 22nd.” The Presiding Officer speaks and a representative of
1st Bn The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire) replies to the question,
“are the men in good heart?” We then retire to the bars!
We have now virtually exhausted our financial reserves
subsidising the ticket price. We can no longer afford to hire the
Drill Hall, provide a hot pot, a tin of beer and retain the services
of the Bollington Band at an affordable price – £10 since 2013 –
unless we have an increase in numbers. Sadly, numbers were
down last year. This was especially embarrassing as Col Mark
Ellwood, CO 1st Bn The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire) travelled
from Catterick to tell us of the further success of the 1st Bn.
How can you help? We could secure the future of the
Reunion if more than the usual 150 people take tickets (this
number is our “break-even point”). Those who cannot attend
could make a donation and everyone could even increase the
benefit to us, at no cost to themselves, if they authorise me to
make a Gift Aid claim of a further 25%. This is done by
completing the GA instruction on the invitation or by including
a note to this effect with a donation.
Please support the 66th Reunion on 25 October 2014 at the
Drill Hall, Greek Street, Stockport, SK3 8BA. If you are not
already on the mailing let me have your address (by email,
telephone or post) and I will ensure you have the invitation card
with joining and accommodation details in August.

Sgt Redpath
Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess
1st Battalion The Mercian Regiment
Picton Barracks
Salisbury
SP4 9NY
I look forward to seeing you at the next AGM for a beer.
Regards Dickie
WO1 (RSM) RG Page

PTSD RESOLUTION
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling with
nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger issues, or any of
their families being affected by their behaviour, please help them
contact the charity PTSD Resolution (charity number 1133188) on
telephone number 0845 021 7873. They will be put in touch with
a local counsellor trained to deal with the symptoms of posttraumatic stress, and other general mental conditions. Treatment is
free, local, confidential, brief, immediate, non-intrusive and
delivered through a network of 200 therapists UK-wide.

Lawrence Dunning
Reunion Secretary
Ivy Cottage
THORNCOMBE
TA20 4PP

SNIPPETS

Why is it that people say “slept like a baby”, when babies
wake up every two hours?

01460 30845
dunning135@btinternet.com

Why doesn’t glue stick to the bottle?
Why doesn’t Tarzan have a beard?
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2014-2015

CORRESPONDENCE

2014
25 Oct
9 Nov
7 Dec

Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for editing and publishing Volume 2
Issue 18 of the CRA Newsletter. I am afraid I was a little
disappointed at not learning about Bill Helliwell’s account of his
attendance at his NCOs’ Cadre, as I wanted to see if his
experiences matched mine.
My experience was somewhat overshadowed by the fact that
my basic drill training had not included the command “Changing
step with the left foot leading; change step” When this command
was barked out, I brought the smart squad of keen would be
NCOs to chaos, as I did not know what to do. I received a terrible
tongue lashing. That night I practiced the quick double stamp till
my heels hurt.
I do not suppose this drill command is still in current use, but
I would recommend that it is taught. In the 50 odd years since I
was taught this step, the quick stamp that I learned to do, has
saved me from potential injury when I have stumbled: the
reaction from the quick stamp enables me to stay upright when
otherwise I would have fallen.
Yours sincerely
A W Georgi

2015
13 - 16 Feb
21 Feb

East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
Remembrance Day
Droppin Well 30th Anniversary
Memorial Service, Ballykelly
The Last Meeanee Reunion, Blackpool
CRA AGM Chester

News of major events is published on the CRA page of
www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk and also on the CRA
facebook page.

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties
by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club.
Normal opening times are:
Monday
1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday
1200-1400
1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday
1200-1400

Dear Editor,
I have a copy of the Great War Illustrated Volume, starting
with week ending 22nd August 1914 and ending with week
ending 15th February 1915, given to me a few years ago. In it I
noticed an article about a Sergeant Rowland Shubotham of the
1st Bn Cheshire Regiment being awarded the Victoria Cross. I
was a bit surprised as I know the regiment had only two VC
winners, Lieutenant Hugh Colvin and Private Thomas Jones.
I recently saw an Oak (regimental magazine) on eBay dated
22nd January 1915. One of the articles shown was about
Sergeant Shubotham stating that he had won the VC. I have
searched the web for information about him, but found nothing.
He did not get the VC, or anything else and is not mentioned in
any regimental history. I found this a bit strange. The 1901
Census shows the family living at 21 Occupation Street, Stoke on
Trent, Staffordshire. Rowland Shubotham was employed as a
“Paper Printer.” In the 1911 Census he was a serving soldier, but
resident in HM Prison, Romsey Road, Winchester. His Militia
papers record that he joined the Welsh Regiment as a regular
soldier on 17th January 1907 and by 1911 a soldier prisoner in
HMP Winchester. His stated age is 27.
Sgt R Shubotham, from his number (10208) appears to have
enlisted into the 1st Battalion the Cheshire Regiment around
September/October 1913. His MIC shows that he entered France
on 28 November 1914, so was probably one of the
reinforcements of 64 NCOs and men under 2Lt Vance, who
joined the battalion at Bailleul on 6th December 1914.
Unfortunately his MIC also reports that he subsequently deserted
and his War and Victory Medals were not to be issued. His
1914-15 Star was returned in 1922. There is no mention on the
MIC about a VC. The medal ribbon on his right chest is
suggestive of the Belgian C deG, plus one other? He was also
awarded the DCM in the Boer War. As he was obviously a brave
man, so what made him desert?
If this could be looked into, perhaps it could re-write
regimental history.
George Wallworth
Ex 7th Bn and 1 Mercian Volunteers

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

May
£100
£50
£25

June
£100
£50
£25

July
£100
£50
£25

August
£100
£50
£25

22 CLUB WINNERS
CRA Nantwich Branch
Mr P J Gresty, Northern Moor
Mr J B Etherington, Devizes
Mr L S Dunning, Chard
Mr R Burchett, Preston
Mr P J Gresty, Manchester
Lt Col (Retd) D M Oak MBE, Preston
CRA Stockport Branch
Mr P Coward, Runcorn
Mr S A Lowe, Burton on Trent
Maj (Retd) J R Bennett, Chester
Mr S McDonald, Stockport

MEEANEE DRAW WINNERS
£200
£100
£75
£50
£25
£25
£10
£10

Alan Rowe
E Thompson
Mrs M Davies
P Dudley
Tuts Davies
Mrs Haugham
F J Goddard
Mrs B Hannigan

The draw raised £300 for the Regimental Association
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OBITUARIES

GEORGE BUSH
The following article is taken from the Liverpool Echo dated
8th July 2014:
Liverpool-born Normandy veteran George Bush, who
served with the Cheshire Regiment.
The funeral of one of the
last
surviving
Normandy
Veterans was held in Liverpool.
George Bush, who died last
month just short of his 93rd
birthday, served with the
Cheshire Regiment throughout
World War Two and was with
the first wave of troops who
landed on the Normandy
beaches on June 6, 1944. He
played a full part in the
subsequent fighting to extend
George Bush
the British bridgehead.
Prior to Normandy, George saw action in the North African
campaign in 1942, and took part in the allied landings in Sicily
the following year. At the end of the war, George continued his
service with the Cheshires, serving in the Far East and Malaya.
Following his distinguished military career, George returned
to Liverpool. He made an emotional journey to the Normandy
beaches in 2009 to mark the 65th anniversary of the D-Day
landings.
His funeral took place today at Springwood Crematorium in
Allerton, with full military honours.
His son Roy Bush said: “The Cheshire Regiment sent a flagbearer to the funeral, which was attended by veterans from other
campaigns. There were also email tributes from all over the
world, including one from Falklands veteran Simon Weston. It
was a great day.”

Adjutant and saw active service in the Western Desert before
moving to Malta in 1941. After relinquishing the Adjutancy, he
became the Brigade Major of 23rd Infantry Brigade in which he
served until his death at Leros in the Aegean in November 1943.
There is an excellent entry in Arthur Crookenden’s history
about Dick Dixon’s character as a Regimental Officer of The
22nd (Page 332).
David and Wendy Dixon alerted me to their visit and kindly
sent some photographs. Whilst we remember the 100 years since
the beginning of WW1 and the Battle of Mons, it is poignant to
remember the lives of many soldiers of The 22nd who made the
ultimate sacrifice, and who have their memorials in far off lands.
The work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission is
fully appreciated and it provides a fitting memorial. Dick Dixon,
RIP, like so many others, let us remember them.
Keith Skempton

CAPTAIN ROBERT STEWART
Captain Robin Stewart was cremated on Thursday 8th May
in Macclesfield, Cheshire. I knew Robin very well, having served
with him for several years during the 1950s. Although he was not
a very active member, he was a very loyal one.
He served with the 1st Battalion during the early 1950s and
thereafter the 7th Battalion for several years. During the
intervening years he was busy as a civilian, as a senior partner of
Delloits, including two years heading up the American branch in
New York.
He was also an excellent golfer and most of his free time
after retirement was spent on the board of the Royal Northern
College of Music and as a trustee of Cheetham School of Music
in Manchester. This left him little extra time for territorial
matters.
He and I were at Cambridge together. He was 81 at the time
of his passing and will be remembered for his affection for the
7th Battalion.
Major SCR Burton TD MA

MAJOR RICHARD DIXON MC
100 Years Remembered
Major Richard Dixon MC gave his life in action on 16
November 1943. He would have celebrated his 100th birthday on
23 May this year. To commemorate this, his nephew David and
his wife Wendy visited
the
British
and
Commonwealth
War
Grave at Leros in Greece
and placed a letter of
remembrance and some
flowers
on
“Uncle
Dick’s” grave.
Dick was the son of
Canon and Mrs AC
Dixon of Chester. After
passing out of Sandhurst
he joined the 2nd
Battalion in Malta in
1936 and was later
posted to 1st Battalion in
India, serving with them
until they left for the
Sudan in 1938. In Egypt
in 1940 he became the
Major RH Dixon Memorial at Leros

LAST POST

Ernie Bates died 23 April 2014 aged 94
Ex 7th Bn. (The Globe Trotters) 1938 to 1946.

George Bush died 26 June 2014
Served WW2 B Coy 2 Cheshire 1939- 59

Jim Clare died 22 May 2014 aged 79 Ex 1st Bn Suez 1953-57
Joe Eccles died October 2013 aged 94 served WW2 1939-46

Len Eyton died 8 July 2014 Ex 1st Bn 1963 - 85

George Ford died 1 July 2014 aged 90
Served WW2. President of Ellesmere Port Branch.

Rob McDonald died 4 June 2014 Ex Cpl 1st Bn

Jim Robinson died 23 June 2014
Ex WO2 (Band Sgt Maj) 1st Bn

Philip Shales died 31 October 2013

Capt Robin Stewart died May 2014 aged 81. 1st and 7th Bns

Brian Westley died 22 July 2014
Ex Cheshire & Staffords Regt. Served Suez & Malaya
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