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CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

I hope that you are all getting used to the New World of
electronic information and an online CRA Newsletter. I
know that the CRA Secretary sends out the newsletter to
some as an attachment to an e-mail, and maybe
registering an e-mail address with the CRA Secretary is
the way forward. I am also aware that some of you print
it off for your friends and fellow CRA members and I
thank you for that.
Recent months have seen some momentous and tragic
events. In these uncertain times it is surprising that the
government has dropped its pledge to maintain the Army
at its target of 82,000. Options being considered include
reducing the army by 17,000 personnel and perhaps even
more. Apparently a figure of 55,000 has even been
considered. It seems that plans to do away with
regimental headquarters are also well in hand.
No doubt these cuts will help to pay for the Royal
Navy's two massive aircraft carriers coming on line
shortly at a cost of 6.2 billion pounds. Apparently the
Navy has few sailors to sail them and no planes to fly
from them.
By 2020 we should have some aircraft
capable of flying from their decks - American F35s,
which are reported to have reliability issues and hidden
costs may well push spending on them through the roof.
Will it be the Army that suffers once again when more
money has to be found?
I would like to commend Mick Morgan on his great
work in producing a CRA Collage. In some ways it is a
pity that mainly Facebook afficianados were aware of
this project, but then again he may otherwise have been
overwhelmed with enquiries. You can read more about it
on Page 16.
If you have anything to contribute to the next issue of
the newsletter, then please send it to me by Monday 13th
November. You can e-mail me (preferable) at:
george.szwejkowski@btconnect.com, or send by post to
86 Edward Road, London, SE20 7JS. My telephone
number is: 07721 660471.
I would hope to have the newsletter onto the website of
the Cheshire Military Museum by the end of November
2017.

Since taking over as chairman at the AGM in February it
seems that work has conspired against me and has
prevented me from attending several CRA events, that
said I have managed to make one or two as well as a
committee meeting.
It was good to see Brig John Thompson and Maj Eddie
Pickering visiting Leslie Green on his 100th Birthday and
it was nice to see the photographs showing Les so agile at
such an age and sporting a 22nd Polo Shirt, the
attendance of the Mercian Regiment was a nice touch as
well.
The Regimental Race Day was very different this year
because of the lack of a tent and bar on the Roodee to act
as the centre of attention, this was due to the Mercian
Regiment being away on operations or training. Members
of the CRA and their families and friends still made the
best of the day and centred themselves on the CRA Bar
in the castle and the yard where copious amounts of
alcoholic beverages were consumed along with
Bratwursts and chips, well done to Mike Smith and his
team for managing the day so well.
Continued.../2
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Congratulations are due once again to Walsall branch
for organising a very enjoyable Malaya and Singapore
Reunion. On the evening Brig James Percival, Lt Col
Dicky Kane as well as many veterans enjoyed a fish and
chip supper in a social club in the West Midlands. Well
done to the organisers and I know that plans are already
underway for next year’s event.
The Golf Society seems to be organising more and more
events and I don’t see a week go by without some banter
on their Facebook page, long may it continue.
On the subject of Facebook it is good to see our own
page being used but I note that CRA business continues
to be discussed on the many other Facebook pages
associated with the 22nd our page is “The Cheshire
Regiment Association” so if you are not already on it
please give it a like to be able to view it.
The branches continue to arrange events for their
members with Ellesmere Port Branch arranging the Boat
museum service and wreath laying happening on Sunday
9th July and the Stockport Branch undertaking a
pilgrimage to St Julien at the end of July for the 100th
Anniversary of what was described, at the time, as
Stockport’s worst day of the war.
Arrangements for The Mons service and lunch are
already well underway and will follow the successful
pattern which was introduced in previous years with a
form up in the Regimental Garden in the Cathedral
grounds and following the service retire for lunch in the
club, for those who book it, please support this and other
CRA events as much as you can.
The inaugural E-Newsletter produced by George
Szwejkowski was, in my view, as good a read as any of
the hard copies we ever received and with a few tweaks
will continue to be well received going forward, branches
and those in touch with any of our less tech savvy
members please arrange for copies to get out to them.
The newsletter does need stories, tales and information to
ensure it remains interesting for all so please if you have
anything send it to George Szwejkowski, contact details
in the editorial.
Peter Gresty
Chairman CRA Committee

Cheques can also be used and should be made payable to
“Cheshire Regiment Association” and sent to:
The Secretary, The Cheshire Regiment Association,
The Castle, Chester, CH1 2DN.
Of course, we leave specific amounts for donations to
yourselves but please also consider Gift Aid which can
provide an extra income for the CRA, if you do not
already have a Gift Aid arrangement set up with the CRA
please speak to Eddie Pickering, CRA Secretary.
If it is an annual subscription, we would suggest a sum of
£10.00 per year.
Please indicate in the payment reference if it is a
donation or if it is a subscription, this will allow our
records to be kept up to date.
This does not replace subscriptions already being paid to
branches, these should be maintained to allow branches
to continue business as normal.

MONS DAY SERVICE AND LUNCH
SUNDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2017
Due to declining numbers and the high costs involved,
there will not be a parade this year. The Regimental
Association will join the congregation at Chester
Cathedral for the service of Mattins on Sunday 10th
September 2017.
Timings:

DONATIONS OR SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE
CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

1100 hrs

Form-up in the Regimental Memorial
Garden.

1120 hrs

Enter Chester Cathedral.

1130 hrs

Service commences.

1300 hrs

Two course Curry Lunch in the CRA
Club. Cheshire Hotpot will be served as
an alternative.

 Dress:
Suit/Blazer and flannels, medals,
Regimental tie (black with cerise and buff
stripes, the Country tie is not appropriate for
Cathedral Remembrance)

Recently there have plenty of articles, and comments, on
social media where members have stated that they would
be quite happy to pay a donation, or subscription, to the
CRA. The good news is that you can, we have for many
years had a “Central Branch” for members who cannot,
or do not wish, to be members of an established CRA
branch but still wish to support the CRA.
Donations or Subscriptions should be made to the
following account electronically, either as a one-off
payment or as a periodic Direct Debit, for subscriptions:

 A booking slip is on the last page of this
newsletter; You can use it to forward your
payment.
Tickets will not be issued, an
acknowledgement will be sent by email.
 Please indicate on the return slip if there is any
vegetarian meal requirement.

Account: Cheshire Regiment Association
Sort Code: 16 19 26
Account No: 10417392
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CHESHIRE REGIMENT MEMORIAL GARDEN - FUTURE CONSIDERATION
Chester Cathedral hosts a Regimental Chapel, past
Regimental Colours and the Regimental Remembrance
Garden. In past years, the Regiment has contributed to
major and routine upkeep although in recent years this
has been subsumed within Cathedral expenses. For this
newsletter, I wish to focus on the Regimental
Remembrance Garden as it is likely to undergo some
change within the next 12 months, and I wished members
of the Cheshire Regiment Association and the Mercian
Regiment to be aware of the project from the outset.
The garden is significant in that it is a public place in the
middle of the City, yet it affords a tranquil and
contemplative space in which to remember those who
have served the Regiment. It is currently set out in the
form of a medal, the bar being the main cataphalque (aka
cenotaph) on which is placed a remembrance poppy
wreath each November.
The medal depicts the
Regimental badge of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment and
the WW2 ribbon is marked out by flower beds, the
colours of which have tended to change depending on the
availability of bedding plants and their wellbeing! There
are also border plants including the Cheshire Regiment
Rose. Regimental volunteers maintained it until finding
volunteers became difficult and the Local Authority took
it over.
This year, the Local Authority have replaced spring with
summer bedding, but they have stated that this is the final
time that they will undertake this commitment. Mr Philip
Hunt has undertaken considerable re-landscaping of the
Cathedral Garth, the Cloister garden. We have been in
contact with him for some time now as he had discussed
a potential refresh and landscaping in the past with both
the Vice Dean and myself. We have now let the
Cathedral know that The Mercian Regiment, who look
after the interests of their antecedent regiments including
The Cheshire Regiment, and The Cheshire Regiment
Association, support the transfer of the responsibility of
the Garden’s physical maintenance from the Local
Authority to Mr Philip Hunt.

Of course, the Cathedral bears the overall responsibility
but Regimentally we need to keep our interest in the
Garden and its future. The proposed layout will be lower
maintenance, primarily with the removal of the large
beds being replaced by turf. We are informed that, apart
from some hard landscaping with respect to a raised
sensory garden and the replacement of the yew hedge
along the bell-tower pathway, the plans involve no costs
to the Regiment or Association for plants, materials or
maintenance. Separately it is hoped that our Association
will try and look at ways of making a small contribution
through individual donations to The Friends of Chester
Cathedral. I will alert members of the Association as to
how this can be done when we hear more detail about the
design.
For the moment, it is understood Mr Hunt will arrange
the restoration of the turf and the pathways including
turfing the central area, so that the garden will be
immaculate for next summer.
It is fully understood that any re-design should be “low
maintenance” and we are keen to take an interest from
the outset. In terms of design, Mr Hunt is aware that we
are keen that there is no change to the stone memorial
cataphalque and that the Regimental badge of the
Cheshire Regiment is retained (although it could do with
some restoration). He understands the significance of the
Oak to the Regiment and oak leaf motif, relating to The
Battle of Dettingen in 1743, and also the Regimental
colours of cerise and buff. There is also the Cheshire
Regiment rose, which is still currently available from
Fryers in Knutsford.
We are keen that the memory of the soldiers of Cheshire,
particularly The Cheshire Regiment, and more recently
The Mercian Regiment, is preserved in the Garden and
that it remains a tranquil and contemplative place for
veterans, their families and the general public to both
enjoy and reflect.
I hope that you understand and approve of our approach.
I will let you know how the project develops and at some
stage ask you to consider this your support. We need to
show our interest in tangible ways to retain what is a
special memorial to the Regiment.
Keith Skempton
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We wish to protect our military heritage and welcome
your support in so doing. Please could we ask you to
subscribe to become a Friend of the Museum or if you
are a member, review your donation? If you represent a
business, we would love your sponsorship, which can be
acknowledged within the Museum and in our publicity
literature. If you are a member or past member of the
22nd (Cheshire) Regiment, please consider a donation to
the museum, in addition to your regimental subscriptions
which are primarily for benevolence? You could even
consider becoming a Governor or a Patron? Please
consider favourably, however modest, as every donation
helps, especially if it can be done on a regular basis by
standing order? Forms are available from the Museum,
RHQ and the website:
https://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/friends-ofthe-museum/

“YOUR MUSEUM NEEDS YOU!”

Please help!

If you are reading this newsletter, you are probably very
proud of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment and its heritage!
This note is an unadulterated “pitch” to ask for your help
to ensure the Museum at Chester Castle is able to survive
the pressures of economy and efficiency measures.
Although there are no plans to date to suggest that the
Museum is threatened with closure, we cannot take its
longevity for granted.
To ensure such longevity for ours and future
generations, we need to make the Museum more selfsufficient. Our approach must be “survival through
greater independence”. We have already experienced a
squeeze on central funding and a reduction in staff
support from the RHQ. The University of Chester, which
has been most generous with its funding support over
many years, has had to trim such benevolence. You will
know that we rely on a team of volunteers to support a
very lean professional team. Their work is much
appreciated, for without such volunteer support we would
have to find a different way of giving public access to our
history. Co-incidentally our last pitch for a Heritage
Lottery grant went unrewarded – such is the severity of
the competition for such funds.
On a positive note, our visitor numbers are up, we ran a
successful “War Horse” exhibition which has been
recently replaced with a “Modern Army” exhibition. The
campaigns exhibited are supported by a thorough archive
which has responded well to increasing interest in family
ancestry, interest which has been enhanced not only by
recent campaigns but through the commemorations and
anniversary events which have been promoted at national
level. If you have not been to the Museum recently,
please come and judge for yourself.
The rub is that we need to raise both capital and revenue
in order to support refreshing the exhibitions,
rejuvenating the educational packages which are enjoyed
by children and adults alike and ensuring we can sustain
the turbulence of variations in footfall, for which we ask
only a very modest entry fee to offset the free offering
from public museums.

Your Museum Trustees

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM
The Friends work with staff to encourage interest in
story of The Soldiers of Cheshire and to support
museum’s aims. Benefits include free admission to
Museum, access to University lectures held in
Museum and a periodic newsletter.

the
the
the
the

Membership subscription rates are:
Single membership renewed annually – £25 (£20 if paid
by Standing Order)
Family (2 named adults and children under 18 years of
age) renewed annually – £40 (£35)
Young Person (under 18) renewed annually – £10 (£6)
Life Member – minimum £200
Corporate membership renewed annually – £200 (£180)
Institutional membership renewed annually – £60 (£40)
Friends are able to make a Gift Aid subscription.
To join, please complete the application form on the
museum website - www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk
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CHESHIRE CORNER
AT TOM SEPHTON MEMORIAL TROPHY RUGBY
The Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy Rugby League event
has been held at Crosfields, Warrington, since its
inception in 2010. On 5 July that year, 20-year-old
mortar man, Tom died following an IED blast whilst on
operations from Patrol Base Malvern, Afghanistan, the
previous day. Tom had always been a keen rugby player
working his way up through the ranks of Crosfields
ARLFC and Warrington Schoolboys.
With his family’s full support and the considerable
organisational skills and effort of Colour Sergeant Alan
Boyle (a rugby league nut himself!), the memorial fixture
was set up originally between an Army XIII and
Crosfields ARLFC Select XIII. It has since grown as an
annual event held on Armed Forces Day and supports
many military charities including SSAFA Cheshire, as
the main “sponsor” this year. The rugby matches include
teams from the Mercians, the Duke of Lancasters, the
Paras, the Royal Marines, the RAF and this year’s main
match brought the return of the Army XIII against the
Crosfields ARFC Select XIII.
The event is held at the Crosfields Rubgy Club and the
pitch is surrounded by stalls and stands, many of the
latter representing the Armed Forces and the Cadets. The
charity stands were also complimented by games and
event-stalls providing fun for all ages. This year’s sunny
weather brought out a great crowd including some
notable ex-Cheshires. There was a carnival atmosphere
and some excellent rugby to watch.

Maj Gen Keith Skempton with Alan Boyle and Carl
Turley
Now “Mr”, Al Boyle has been instrumental in organising
these 7 years of events, his enthusiasm and dogged
determination inspiring many volunteers to rally to the
cause and make the event a success. He retired from the
Army this summer after 24 years of service and we wish
him every success in the future. The legacy is a great
event which should run and run, and a superb tribute to
Tom Sephton and his family.
K.S.
This issue we re-visit extracts from stories given to
the police and insurance companies after accidents:
I don't know who was to blame for the accident; I wasn't
looking.
I pulled into a lay-by with smoke coming from under the
bonnet. I realised the car was on fire so took my dog and
smothered it with a blanket.
I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my
mother-in-law, and headed over the embankment.
The accident occurred when I was attempting to bring my
car out of a skid by steering it into the other vehicle.

Cheshire Corner - with a reasonable supply of beer in
case the stalls ran out!,
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WORD FROM THE BRANCHES
BIRKENHEAD & DISTRICT BRANCH

is not forthcoming, and soon, we will lose the Club
rooms. Which of course means we will have no location
in which to enjoy Race Day, the Mons Reunion, and
other functions such as Regimental Dinners and
Christmas social events. So if you have an interest in
preventing the CRA from being evicted from it’s Chester
Castle home we need help. To put it bluntly, we need
more bums on seats. So please let your posterior warm
up our furniture now and again and help save what we
have all enjoyed for many years. Next time your
organise an evening in town, why not start by having a
couple of pints in the club before painting the town red.
You know it makes sense.
Our future plans will include our Branch Annual Dinner
on 14th October, our Christmas lunch on Sunday 10th
followed by the Christmas Draw on Friday 15th
December. And somewhere along the way we will
promote a Race Night and a Games Night. Full details of
these functions will be made public nearer the relevant
dates and we hope amnd pray for a bumper attendance
for all of them.
John Fairbanks

Alas, attendance at Branch meetings has somewhat fallen
away. A significant number of Members are indisposed
and cannot easily travel or drive to meetings. An example
of this is the fact that, having obtained a reasonablypriced quotation for mini-bus travel, we have had to
abandon plans for group attendance at the forthcoming St
Julien Commemoration in August as many are now
unable to attend. We hope a few individuals form the
Branch might support the occasion.
Numbers were fewer at yesterday’s (9th July)
Commemoration at Ellesmere Port Boat Museum and
Whitby Copse, supported by Birkenhead and South
Wirral Branches. The day went well despite reduced
attendance and we must thank Gordon Kipps and our
friends of Ellesmere Port Branch for the organisation and
for the generous after-parade buffet.
Recent Defence Reviews have announced reductions.
MOD resources are shrinking, remaining units a
stretched to the limit. It’s probably safe to assume that
future reviews will announce further belt-tightening. We
have to get accustomed to the reality that future CRA
events have to be entirely self-funded and self-organised.
Consequently, they will be on a smaller scale. The 2017
Mons Reunion programme reflects this but we should all
endeavour to give it our support.
The restoration work on the 13th Bn Colour, laid up at
Port Sunlight has proved to be complex. When it is
complete the Branch be able to give details of its reinstatement and accompanying service.
Following a satisfactory trial lunch, Ray, our Chairman,
in forward planning, has obtained a quotation for
Christmas lunch from the CD Club, our regular meeting
place. The Club now has a properly equipped kitchen and
is able to offer a range of catering choices. Improving the
quality of the meal is likely to result in an increased cost.
Next on the Branch calendar is the 16th July RASC/RCT
Association Garden Party at Chetwynd AR Centre
always supported by Branch members and local exservice bodies.
Peter Jackson

HALTON BRANCH
Halton Branch haven’t been up to much since the last
Newsletter except yet another games night with South
Wirral Branch.
This is the 3rd such games night and yes you guessed it
Halton Branch came second yet again, but it’s not all
about the winning is it? It’s about the taking part and
getting the two Branches wives and partners involved.
JohnDonaldson

CHESTER BRANCH
Here at Chester Castle the remnants of Chester Branch,
and there are not many active members left, still meet
every Friday evening. If we are lucky we might get ten to
fifteen people present who do their best to keep the CRA
coffers topped up. But we have arrived at a time when
survival has seriously become the name of the game.
Living as we do in an area of Cheshire peopled by
hundreds of ex members of the 22nd we can not
guarantee, on any given Friday, to find enough players to
make up a Darts team. Indeed it is doubtful as to whether
we could even find sufficient people to form a poker
school. What is certain is that if more active support
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KIRKHAM BRANCH

SOUTHERN REGION

On Friday 12th May, Bill Birkett, Noel Brooks, Tommy
Davies and John Gibson made their way to the Pig and
Whistle Hotel, where a full English breakfast was
consumed before going to Chester for Race Day.
Once again it was a great day out. It was great to see old
comrades again, some we had not seen for sixty years.
We all enjoyed the day and our thanks to Tommy Davies
for getting us all home safely.
On Saturday 3rd June I made my way down to Walsall
for the Malaya and Singapore Reunion. I have been going
for many years, along with my ex-MT comrades John
Eddowes, Bill Bastin, Paul Hadfield, Vick Parker, Eric
Thompson, Bryn Jones and Len Hurcombe. This was a
special one, as it was sixty years since the 1st Battalion
set foot in Malaya and Singapore to take part in the
Malaya Emergency, which I am proud to say was a very
successful campaign.
We once again went to our usual hotel, the Barons
Court, who looked after us very well. It was good to see
so many comrades, who have kept in touch with one
another for the past sixty years.
As Walsall Branch do every year, they work hard to
produce a great night. The fish and chips was good, as
well as the entertainment.
It was nice to hear that Mac Hartshorne from Walsall
Branch got the General Peter Martin Award and George
Szwejkowski got the President's Award at the AGM.
Both awards were very well deserved.
Our next port of call will be Mons Day in Chester, on
Sunday 10th September. That's all for now.

Despite the turmoil taking place both nationally and
internationally, the Southern Region continues in a quiet,
serene manner. Perhaps the one glitch has been the
temporary loss of our chairman, Harry Hewitt who has
taken himself off for the peace and quiet of Mogadishu.
June saw a select few attending the Inter-Services T20
Cricket competition at Lords. It was a nail-biting finale
with the Army once again prevailing. Thanks go to Tony
Twiss, our president for once again ensuring that we had
the best seats in the house.
We are sorry to record the loss of Alan Joseph, who
passed away after a very difficult illness. He was stoic
until the end and our sympathies go to Denise and Alan's
family. It was good to see a great 22nd attendance at his
funeral, including many from the Southern Region.
On a happier note, it was wonderful to celebrate with
Les Stelfox as he clocked up his 104th birthday. It was
great to present him with another bottle of the water of
life.
We look forward to attending the Field of Remembrance
at Westminster Abbey on Thursday 9th November. We
then make a visit to the Tower of London on the evening
of Saturday 11th November and then the following day
march at the Cenotaph. If anybody would like to join us
at the Cenotaph, then please get in contact ASAP.
George Szwejkowski

John Gibson

Outside the Barons Court Hotel
Les Stelfox looking sprightly at the age of 104
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STOCKPORT BRANCH

prior to our visit to Belgium. St George's Church being
the location of our annual St Julians Day parade held the
first of many commemorative occasions in respect of the
6Th Btn’s (Cheshire) exploits at the Battle of St Julian and
the 3rd Battle of the Somme (Passendael). Derek Sykes
gave an indepth report on our Welfare operations while
Paul Lomas enlightened all present of that fateful day
in1917. Alan Kennedy gave all present the history of his
family’s 22nd connections and their exploits over the
years. Gordon Smith closed the evening with a report of
the workings of the Royal British Legion and its
connections from 1921 until the present day.
It was learned that as it is now the 100th Anniversary of
St Julian then the future annual parade and Church
Service will be part of the Armed Forces Celebrations
week. It was discovered that our local RBL Branch
(Stockport) operating from the A.R.C had over the last
seven years raised over £500.000 for which our local
Poppy Organiser received an engraved glass platter in
recognition. It was discovered that an Accapello
Ensemble ‘Inchord’ from Stockport are to give a
performance in St Georges Church Ypres a Month before
our own Church Service there. What a pity the two
events are so far apart.
Old age and poverty took its toll yet again with several
of our members needing hospital visits (Signs yet again
of mis-spent youth). Invitations were received from our
friends at the Duke of Lancasters O.C.A to attend both a
Spring Dinner and Passendeal Dinner Dance. The May
Breakfast Club continues to be very well supported and
this time we were honoured by the attendance of a Local
MP Ms Ann Coffey supporting our Veterans. The final
pieces of our St Julian Pilgrimage have now fitted into
place thanks to Paul Lomas and his sub-committee. Our
Annual Armed Forces Dinner Dance is now well under
way with a few places left so those wishing to attend
please contact Paul Lomas on 0161 4866054 asap. An
appeal was also answered for anyone who could attend a
Funeral of a WW2 RAF Veteran (No living relatives) and
this was duly answered.
A local RBL (Hazel Grove Branch) hosted a Hot Pot
supper night in aid of the Poppy Appeal Fund, thanks to
Gary Thomas and his charming partner Emma for
organising the event. This was quickly followed by a
delightful 80’s Night over at the Duke of Lancaster
Association (Ashton O.C.A) where some of those present
proceeded to sup the Bar dry (It’s true) and the ‘Self
inflicted Injuries’ syndrome followed naturally.
A small party from Stockport attended a 50 years
Commemoration Service at Hopes Carr to remember the
tragic Stockport Air Crash 50 years ago. An event I sadly
assisted in the recovery of personal effects of the victims.
I was made aware that the 7th Btn (Cheshire) had been
detailed to guard the crash site that night also. Our
Association Standards were then invited to attend the
Civic Service at St Marys in the Market Church for the
inauguration of the new Mayor of Stockport with tea and
bikkies following. No Cucumber sandwiches either!!

With the AGM done and dusted and future plans were
discussed, (Reports in full to follow), the WW1 Helmet
adorned with superimposed Poppys was shown and
thanks to Brian Hartigan for all his efforts. We were
given a very interesting update on Stockports’ Belgium
trip from Paul Lomas brought, which brought a
resounding round of applause also. The momentous task
involved is well worth the support. A first class Hotpot
and Apple Pie plus a couple of Pints finished off a very
interesting afternoon but what a pity that more didn’t
attend and helped to support the Bar. It would seem to be
true that Stockport are nearly always first in and last out
at the Bar.
The events list for the St Julians Day commeroration
week shows just how big an important day it is to be with
events and displays in St Georges Church plus
educational lessons for the local school children.
Lectures and history in abundance for all. Friday 3rd
March saw a small party from Stockport CRA attend the
dedication of a Headstone for a WW2 2nd Btn Manchester
Regt Soldier at the invitation of his Family and the Duke
of Lancasters O.C.A. 4th March saw 96 like minded
Veterans enjoy a good hearty breakfast, oceans of Tea
and good wholesome banter at the local Armed Forces
Breakfast Club. People had travelled from all corners of
the county to meet up and chat. One ‘Rock Ape’ (That’s
the RAF Regiment to you the unwashed) had travelled up
from the South Coast to meet up and chat. 15th March and
a number of Standards were paraded once again at the
Stockport War Memorial to commemorate 100 years
since WW1.
News was received of Brigadier Percival’s Birthday
(He’s three years older than me)...A belated Happy
Birthday Sir from all of us. Monday 13th March and a
small Colour Party from both the local RBLs and the
Stockport Branch C.R.A attended a Commonwealth and
Centenery of WW1 commemorative act at the Stockport
War Memorial with the Worshipful Mayor Chris Gordon
officiating.
It was a shock to hear of the death of Dave Mapley ex
22nd though we knew he had been ill it still came a
surprise R.I.P (Our thoughts and Condolences go to his
Family) A small Colour Party from Stockport were in
attendance at Davids’ Funeral also. Next our recently
formed Mercian Regimental Association (Stockport) held
its first A.G.M where a full Committee was formed and
27 CRA and MVRA members joined the new
association. (The Queens’ Shilling is now a Fiver)
Invitations from both the 207 Field Sqdn R.A.M.C and
the Stockport branch Mercian Volunteers to attend the St
Georges Day Dinners were received, both events were
attended. Sadly the proposed Curry Night courtesy of the
South Wirral Branch had to be aborted due to lack of
response and partly due to a very busy period in our
diary.
We do have an extremely busy period indeed with
various lectures and talks on the 6th Battalion’s history
8

Our June meeting was greeted by the resignation of our
assistant secretary (due to ‘personal’reasons) this resulted in
myself being asked to assume the role once again. It was
discovered also that our annual Bowls Tournament with
Burnley Veterans sadly was in doubt also. The Malaya and
Singapore reunion went well and a vote of thanks must go
to the Walsall Branch CRA. The background music was just
loud enough to allow old comrades to chat and reminisce in
comfort. The room we occupied was large enough to avoid
crowding, the Fish Supper well worth the cost.
Our annual Armed Forces Day took place with displays of
Military vehicles, un-armed combat, Judo exhibitions plus
two outstanding display and sales stalls from both the
Stockport and Hazel Grove R.B.L.Credit for the latter to
Gary Thomas & Co for co-ordinating the event. It’s time
now to prepare for a very busy six Months with Crich and
St Julian uppermost in our diary. Best wishes to the 1 st Btn
in their Public Duties role and hopes the Mercian Regiment
stay safe.
Til the next time take care and remember to support our
Regimental Museum.
Gordon (Smudger) Smith

DICKIE DOVER

WALSALL BRANCH
On 1st June Dickie Dover BEM retired as a Yeoman
Warder at the Tower of London. All those who have
joined the Southern Region Branch for their annual visit
to the Tower of London will be familiar with Dickie's
great hospitality and his interesting and gruesome tales
from the Tower.
Fittingly members of 1st Battalion The Mercian
Regiment were on duty as Dickie carried out his duties
for the last time. We all wish Dickie and his family a
long and happy retirement.

The Walsall Branch held the Malaya & Singapore reunion
at Willenhall. The evening was a great success, we would
like to thank all who attended. It great to see such a good
turnout. Brig J Persival and Mr Cain had an excellence
evening talking over old times with friends and colleagues.
During the evening bottles of Tiger Beer were presented to
all to remind them of memories of Singapore, I think we
drank more then than we do now.
We had a trip to Bourton On the Water & Gloucester
Docks and the weather was good, an excellence day was
had by all.
We are now planning excursions for Xmas.
Derek Sadler

PHOTO SHOOT
Recounting one of my many encounters with RSM Birkby.
I was doing a photo shoot for the folks back home.
Unfortunately I was viewed from a distance by the RSM
who told me, "Be aware, that B Company notice board will
stand alone, without you leaning on it, furthermore, if I spot
you again with your boots on the white stones, you WILL
repaint every stone in Brooke Barracks with a half inch
brush."
Gordon Kipps

More accident reports.....
I saw the slow moving, sad faced old gentleman as he
bounced off the roof of my car.
Three women were talking to each other, and when one
stepped back and one stepped forward, I had to have an
accident.
A lamppost bumped into my car, damaging it in two
places.
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SOME MALAYAN MEMORIES - 60 YEARS ON
By James Percival
On 3 June I attended the annual Malayan reunion
organised by the Walsall Branch of the CRA at
Willenhall. This year the reunion especially
commemorated the 60th year since the 1st Battalion was
deployed in late 1957 to take part in the Malayan
Emergency, a campaign against the jungle based
communist terrorists which had been raging since 1948.
Although up to normal strength at the time, greater
numbers were needed for this task and thus a number of
Staffordshire Regiment personnel were cross posted into
1 Cheshire and have remained very loyal to the 22nd ever
since; hence the existence of the Walsall branch in the
CRA. It was tremendous to find a turnout of well over a
100 at the reunion including veterans of both Malaya and
Singapore, their wives or widows, and family members,
all testimony to the very strong bond of friendship which
exists amongst those who took part in this 22nd odyssey to
the Far East. Of course there was much talk of our
exploits in the harsh environment of the Malayan jungle
and how we overcame the communist hordes! On
returning home I dug out some notes I had made out at
the time and the memories came flooding back.
I recall that the main body set off from Barnard Castle
on the long train journey to Southampton where the troop
ship Empire Orwell was waiting to transport the battalion
plus familes to Singapore. There too was the battalion’s
new RMO waiting to join us, Capt John Withey,
resplendent in a 22nd stable belt and collar dogs on his
RAMC uniform. What a great complement and gesture
towards his new unit. But I remember too that he got a
good telling off for being improperly dressed from a
senior RAMC colonel who was also present. John has
remained close to the 22nd ever since.

certainly far from the usual shape. It turned out to be a
bottle of red wine!
After about 2 weeks we arrived in Colombo in the then
named Ceylon. Shore excursions had been laid on but I
and one or two other subalterns chose to accept the offer
of a persuasive taxi driver to show us some unusual
sights, particularly one he described as ‘magic grass’
which he said only existed in Ceylon. After a long hot
journey up into the mountains he eventually invited us to
get out. There on the roadside was an area covered by a
green plant which indeed looked quite like grass. Slowly
he bent down as if to touch it but before his fingers even
reached it its fronds pulled back and curled up. We had
never seen the like of it before and were duly impressed.
Not long afterwards we were equally surprised to find
that this plant existed widely in Singapore and indeed
formed the basis of most of the lawns on the island!
On arrival in Singapore the battalion was stationed in a
camp at Nee Soon for a period of acclimatisation before
moving to Kota Tingii in Malaya for intensive jungle
training. I remember the first night there lying under a
mosquito net and observing rats running back and forth
along the rafters of the atap hut. After completing our
basic jungle skills training we moved further up country
into our allotted areas of operation in the north of Johore
and southern Negri Sembilan.
Soon `the time came to take part in our first operational
jungle patrol searching for the elusive Gemas Bahru
branch of terrorists. The operation had started with an
intensive briefing from an officer of the Rifle Brigade
whom we were taking over from. He told us that the
Gemas Bahru branch consisted of about 15 terrorists and
showed us photos of them to study. We were briefed on
their habits, the weapons they carried, and shown maps
detailing past positions of their camps and food dumps.
The area in which we were now to operate in was not
one that the terrorists had been seen in much before, but
it was thought that they might have moved there as a
result of the intensive recent pressure by the security
forces in their usual area of operation. This had consisted
of ceaseless infantry patrolling, heavy shelling by the
artillery, and bombing by the air force. In spite of all this
activity the Gemas Bahru branch remained as elusive as
ever. The Rifle Brigade had failed to find them. We felt
certain the 22nd would succeed!
Looking out from the back of the leading vehicle at
about 4 a.m while it was still dark., I recall the following
vehicle being barely visible through the cloud of red
laterite dust rising from the road surface. It was important
to get to the jungle edge before daylight so that our point
of entry was not observed. The headlights of our vehicles
were suddenly extinguished and we proceeded using
sidelights only but without any appreciable change in
speed. The cloud of laterite dust could no longer be seen
but was still very much in evidence in our dry mouths

The 3 week voyage to Singapore was a novelty to most
of us and included a transit of the Suez canal, the first
troopship I think to do this. I recall life on board being
enhanced by the presence of a detachment of QARANC
nurses en route to Hong Kong and commanded by a Lt
Barbara Norman. Some years later when I was
languishing with a broken leg in Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, Woolwich, a ward orderly brought me one of
those bottles covered by a towel for the use of the
bedridden and shoved it under my bedclothes. Having not
asked for this convenience I remonstrated with him, only
to be advised that the Sister had said I needed it. He
added that she was new to the ward and her name was
Major Norman. I felt for the offending item which was
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and throats. Then suddenly the vehicles slowed and on a
whispered command we jumped off the back of the
moving vehicles and made straight for the jungle edge
some thirty yards from the roadside. Even now, sixty
years later, I can recall the adrenalin rush of those leaps
into the darkness, heavy packs bouncing on one’s back
and weapons gripped tightly for fear of loss. Then there
was the fear too of getting separated in the dark, and
relief when all were accounted for and we moved on into
the jungle and lay down to await the dawn. Then we were
on our way and experiencing for the first time some of
the particular characteristics of jungle operations.

initial horror we learned to accept them as an inevitable
part of jungle life and came to ignore them.
Our first task was to get into the particular area of jungle
in which we were to operate and make a base camp from
which daily patrols would be sent out to cover the area.
Usually a likely spot for a camp, normally near a river for
water and washing, would have been selected beforehand
from the map but once in the jungle things often seemed
very different. Navigation was a particular problem and a
skill that had to be learned. As instructed during our
initial jungle training we moved off in single file with a
leading scout in front. He would be given the direction of
advance by the platoon commander who walked behind
him and checked the direction every few minutes on the
compass. The leading scout’s primary duty was to search
out the ground in front of the patrol and give immediate
warning by a series of hand signals of anything unusual.
Leading scouts were specially trained and usually
selected from men with an ability to walk straight ahead
without the normal human tendency to deviate to the
right or left, bearing in mind that in the jungle it is not
possible to pick a point some way ahead to aid
navigation. Jungle visibility is limited to about ten yards.
About every half hour the leading scout would be
changed and often the platoon commander would hand
over the prime navigational responsibility to the platoon
sergeant or a section commander. My strong recollection
is that in spite of the well taught techniques jungle
navigation was very much a hit or miss affair and often
quite a lot of time had to be spent in checking on one’s
exact location. Each patrol actually carried a balloon, the
purpose of which was to fly it above the jungle canopy in
the event of not knowing at all where one was, so that if
necessary an aircraft could be sent to confirm the
location. I recall accompanying an Auster pilot on such a
mission on one occasion to help a fellow platoon
commander (who shall remain nameless!), only to find
the balloon flying about a hundred yards from the jungle
edge! (To be continued)
James Percival
More accidents....

The trees were tall and straight with their first branches
fifty or sixty feet above the ground. Their tops were thick
and formed a solid layer of foliage excluding much of the
light and heat of the sun from outside. The heat that did
penetrate the canopy had no means of escape and thus the
atmosphere was extremely humid and moist and we were
soon drenched in sweat. The bushes and shrubs at ground
level were of varying shapes and sizes and mainly
bearing large leaves or fronds, some of which had sharp
barbs along their length which frequently caught in one’s
clothing,
necessitating
frequent
pauses
for
disentanglement. Universally these were known as ‘wait
awhiles’!
Great vines curled down from the trees in amazing
entanglements and were a particular hindrance to
movement. Some though could be of welcome benefit as
they contained an abundance of clear water for drinking.
Contrary perhaps to expectation there were no brilliant
colours to be seen, the whole environment being made up
of varying shades of green and brown. Very little large
wild life was visible to the casual observer although there
were many traces of it, but we soon became acquainted
with the smaller varieties such as ants, centipedes,
spiders, mouse deer, tree rats, and of course the
ubiquitous leeches. These unpleasant small twig like
companions from the jungle floor attached themselves
initially to our jungle boots as we walked, and thence
inside our clothing onto out bare skin, filling up with
blood until replete and then falling off. The whole
process was painless and often we were unaware of their
presence until undressing at the end of the day when their
bloated bodies or bites became visible. After a period of

The telephone pole was approaching. I was attempting
to swerve out of its way when it struck my front end.
I collided with a stationary truck coming the other way.
I was throwing beer cans out the window as I didn't
want my wife to see how many that I had drunk.
An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my car
and vanished.
To avoid hitting the bumper of the car in front I struck
the pedestrian.
I left my car unattended for a minute and, whether by
accident or design, it ran away.
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
A BRIDGE MUCH TOO FAR

GUARD DRILL

I recently read a report of a Hungarian lorry driver who
had tried to take his enormous vehicle up a narrow lane
and under a former railway bridge. It was probably
language problems that caused the man to ignore two
large signs which read respectively ’Not suitable for
HGVs’ followed by ‘ Danger- Low Bridge’ but one of
the police officers who had attended the incident said that
the Rumanian driver had blindly followed the directions
given him by his ‘Sat Nav ’ as he had done right across
Europe. Which is why his long journey from his
homeland came to an ignominious end in that English
country lane with his lorry firmly wedged beneath the
said bridge. As I read the account of this increasingly
common modern day drama my mind went back sixty
five years to the Canal Zone and the place where the
road passed beneath the Suez to Cairo railway line. It was
the start of a Brigade exercise and a long convoy of
vehicles, heavily laden with troops and all the
paraphernalia of units on the move, was at a standstill.
The cause of the delay was a massive ‘Scammel’
recovery vehicle which had become stuck beneath the
railway bridge thus blocking the movement of all traffic.
Each time the harassed sweating driver, urged on by a
variety of increasingly frantic superiors tried to move his
vehicle the bridge shifted slightly. It was known that the
crack Suez/Cairo Express was due to thunder over the
bridge so as the minutes ticked by the tension mounted.
Senior officers and NCOs held urgent ‘O’ groups in order
to determine the best course of action to solve the
seemingly unbudgeable problem. And when the faint
sound of a still far off train whistle was heard, the
behaviour of the powers that be became decidedly
frenetic. It was at this point, from the back of one of the
troop carrying vehicles, a lone Scouse voice was heard
addressing no one in particular. “Why don’t they let
some air out of the tyres ?”

It was a freezing November night in 1960 at the Dale. I
was Depot Orderly Sergeant and at 2 am was leaving the
warmth of the Sergeant’s Mess to visit the guard. Due to
several nefarious acts committed by the IRA in other
parts of the country, and the frequent Cold War incidents,
we were on a heightened security footing. In those days
the road into camp ran between the then Sergeant’s Mess
and the Guard Room/Orderly Room block. There was a
barrier situated at that point and this was kept padlocked
during the hours of darkness. The theory was that any
vehicle approaching could easily be seen or heard from
the guard room and dealt with accordingly. But things
don’t always turn out as planned…..
I closed the Mess door behind me and stood for a
moment looking across into the brightly lit Guard Room.
There was no sign of life. At that moment I heard a
vehicle approaching and decided to stay hidden in the
shadow of the Mess in order to see what would happen.
The car was driven by the Commanding Officer, who
was in full Mess Dress and he dutifully halted at the
barrier. He waited patiently for a couple of minutes and
then, because there was no response from within, tooted
gently on his car horn. Nothing happened. Clearly
annoyed the CO sounded the horn twice more which
resulted in a tousled head appearing at the guard room
window. That bleary eyed member of the guard, having
assessed the situation, then disappeared from view. Out
in the cold night air the moments ticked agonisingly by
and I could literally feel the tension building up within
the car. Eventually a young recruit emerged carrying a
clip board and adjusting his dress as he slowly ambled
towards the car. Arriving at the vehicle he looked at the
number plate then realised that he did not have a pen, and
meandered back into the guard room. By this time I could
see the CO starting to seethe. A good few moments later
the squaddie made his leisurely way back to the car and
laboriously wrote down the registration number and the
make of vehicle. He then made an attempt to discover the
driver’s identity. As the driver’s window slowly opened
I literally expected to see fireworks. Putting his head very
nearly into the car the sentry enquired brusquely
“Name ?”. There was a long pause as the CO fought for
self control.
Eventually
he snarled “Marshal
Malenovsky !”. (The name of the Russian Defence
Minister at that time) “ ‘Ow d’yer spell it ?” enquired the
recruit. It was at this point that I decided to postpone my
visit to the guard and retreated silently back into the
mess. When I did call in a little later the members of the
guard, particularly the Corporal in charge, were all
looking decidedly shell shocked but very alert.
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WHO, WHERE AND WHEN?
With thanks to Bill Salkeld and John Donaldson, a few photos to help you reminisce

Bahrain 1969
B Company Londonderry 1978

Chester
Suffield, Canada 1972

?

Orienteering Team 1973
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For me the most poignant part of the book was when he
and his companions were resting after a march. To quote
from his diary for 28th May 1917: "We finished however
at Wormhoudt, a few miles further on and a good barn
billet was some consolation". Fast-forward exactly 23
years to the day and many Cheshires will know that it
was in a barn in Wormhoudt on 28th May 1940 that over
80 soldiers, many of them Cheshires, were massacred by
the SS in a war crime that went largely unpunished. Did
the same barn witness such contrasting fortunes for
Cheshire soldiers?
Doreen Priddey has done a great job in weaving her
grandfather's letters and diary into one extremely
readable narrative. She also acknowledged the great help
and support that she received from Major Eddie
Pickering, Geoff Crump and Bill Preece at the Cheshire
Military Museum.
My thanks to Roy Banwell for lending me this book.
George Szwejkowski

BOOK REVIEW

The 100th anniversaries of events relating to the Great
War continue apace. As the CRA commemorates the
Battle of St Julien, it is perhaps fitting that this book
should be reviewed.
It is the story of Walter
Williamson's war and in particular the period from the
Third Battle of Ypres to the Somme Retreat. Walter
served in the 6th Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment and
kept a secret diary but also wrote copious letters to his
wife, Amelia.
Despite having a large amount of material, Walter
Williamson never wrote anything of significance after the
war ended and it fell to Walter Williamson's
granddaughter, Doreen Priddey to put this book together.
It is a conglomeration of his diary and the many letters
that passed between him and his wife from when he left
Birkenhead for France in 1916 until his return in 1919.
Walter Williamson wrote his letters and diary with great
perception and humour. He missed very little and I could
not help laughing out loud as he recounted occurrences
that would be familiar to all who have served, like trying
to put webbing together for the first time, looking for the
adjutant's tent in the pitch-black or the unexpected arrival
of the Brigade Commander.
Although the horrors of war are recalled, the book is not
about "muck and bullets" and we can all read about that
in a shelf-full of other books if that is what you want.
For me the book highlights the day-to-day world of the
infantry soldier and his efforts to get through each day.
Trench duckboards receive a lot of attention, as do the
whims of the officers and NCOs, many of whom lack the
common sense of the soldiers that they command.
Because Walter Williamson could read and write to a
high standard he found himself in the Orderly Room,
which also gave him a greater insight into the world of
command and communications. He was perceptive
enough to notice the changes in emphasis as stereotyped
phrases became contorted when things were not going as
well as expected.
"We shall....." became "We hope to....."
"The Artillery will....." became "The Artillery hopes to"
"You will be relieved by" became "Blank".

HAPPY BIRTHDAY LES GREEN - 100
NOT OUT
On Thursday 6th, CRA Secretary Maj Eddie Pickering
accompanied Brig John Thomson to wish CRA member
Les Green a very happy 100th birthday.
Les served in the 2nd Bn in Palestine before joining the
1st Bn in India and then through their wartime service in
Sudan, Malta, North Africa, UK and NW Europe. During
his service, Les was in the Corps of Drums and was also
a PTI.
Ptes Lee Bradbury and Wayne Hambling from the
Mercian Regiment were also on hand to help

Les Green with Brig John Thomson, Maj Eddie Pickering
Ptes Lee Bradbury and Wayne Hambling

Les Green with his birthday card from HM Queen
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time to time during my infrequent visits to London and
follow his Parliamentary exploits in the news.
Back home I have kept in touch with Mike Hart,
Andrew Swindale, Mike Huntriss and more recently
David Colebourn and Rowly Pillman. A year ago Alyona
and I attended a splendid 22nd lunch organised by Colin
in a delightful pub near Salisbury and met up with the
Percivals, the Kanes, the Lockharts, the HayesNewingtons, the Bridges, the Allens, the Bartons, the
Russells, the Ferns, uncle Tom Cobley and all! It was for
me a great occasion as I had not seen most of them for 35
years!
My best regards to Phil Brown and Kevin Almark. I
have very fond memories of Phil in our rugby team. I
remember well the Fijian contingent which joined us in
the 70's: Ned Ledua, Simon Tilalati, Bukosuko and
"Chief" Ratuga (night fighter). They were the backbone
of our rugby and boxing teams. Kevin was a great if
difficult to control Mortar NCO and I remember one
particular incident in Londonderry when he stopped a
journalist at a road block and copied out all sorts of
subversive stuff from her notebook. He received a
bolocking and commendation from the GOC at the same
interview I seem to remember!
I was so sorry to read that Jim Stanley is no longer with
us as I fonly recall his malapropisms!
I should also mention the terrible and early loss of Philip
Wilde, my wife and I had Felicity out to Oman to stay
after his death. Also the dreadfully unkind state which
Terry Bock finds himself. Both were great 22nd athletes.
In conclusion spot the 22nd member in the following
photo, the other one is my business partner Said Al
Busaidi!

CORRESPONDENCE
Dear George or should I use your former "nom de
guerre" as ABC?
I was pleased to receive the first online copy of the
Newsletter and to recognise many names of old friends
from Ron Goodwin and Davy Oak to yourself, and "Mr"
Gresty. Unfortunately too many of the names I now
recognise are in the obituary column, Phil Oulton and
Alastair Rule among the many fallen.
I left the Battalion in 1981, I think, as OC A Coy,
handing over to Bob Stewart. I spent my last 2 years in
the British army as an instructor at the Junior Division of
the Staff College (JDSC) and during that time I visited
and bought at the Australian equivalent in Queensland,
before taking up a contract job with the Sultan's Armed
Forces (SAF) in Oman, where I was hired to set up the
SAF Junior Division at the Officer training school at
Sohar. I was contracted on a 3 year tour and ended up
after 23 years as an acting Colonel as Director Training
SAF in the Central Staff. After setting up the SAF JDSC
I was transferred to the Army HQ as an exercise author to
write Exercise Saif Sareea 1, the biggest ever deployment
of British troops on exercise in Oman, which began with
a parachute drop from UK via Cyprus into Oman by 5
AB Brigade. I stayed on to write many more exercises
with local States and Saif Sareea 2, where the British
Army found out that its MBT, assault rifle, helicopters
and boots were not able to operate in the hot, sandy and
rugged terrain. In 2007 I retired at the age of 62, after 45
years in uniform, and was granted Omani citizenship, a
great privilege, which enabled me to remain in Oman and
start a second career as a GM of Technique LLC, an
Engineering, Automotive and Trading Company
belonging to the family of the then late Sayyid Fahr, the
Sultan's senior uncle, who had been Minister of Defence
for many years. I finally retired from Technique after 6
years in 2013 to run my own businesses from home. I
now have an interest in 6 different businesses, ranging
from my wife's Ladies Boutique, through Oil & Gas
Services to Steel Fabrication. On the way I also have
companies which deal with specialist oil pumps,
children's educational tours, a dermatology clinic , a
training institute and an international freight forwarding
company. Jack of all trades and master of none comes to
mind. It keeps me very occupied and I have the luxury of
running my little enterprise from my home.
I married a Russian lady, Alyona, 16 years ago and we
have bought a house near the sea not far from Muscat
Airport.
During my time here I have met relatively few 22nd
members, for some reason the good news about a LS tour
with SAF never caught on with the Regiment. Only
Andrew Swindale and an ex B Company Sergeant, whose
name escapes me for the moment, (sorry wherever you
are) have served with SAF in my time. However I have
seen Justin and Anne Percival, Colin Neville and Tony
Gauvain pass through. I meet up with Bob Stewart from

One last parting snippet, Phil Oulton bit my ear quite
badly in a scrum when the 22nd were playing the
Regiment of which he had been made 2 i/c (WFR?) both
regiments were in Berlin and the game was at Gatow.
Best regards to all.
Nick Moulton-Thomas
More accidents....
One wheel went into the ditch. My foot jumped from
the accelerator pedal, leapt across the lane to the other
side and jammed in the trunk of a tree.
Leaving home for work I drove out of my drive and
straight into a bus; the bus was five minutes early.
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PTSD RESOLUTION

REGIMENTAL COLLAGE 2017

If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling
with nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger
issues, or any of their families being affected by their
behaviour, please help them contact the charity PTSD
Resolution (charity number 1133188) on telephone
number 0300 302 0551. They will be put in touch with a
local counsellor trained to deal with the symptoms of
post-traumatic stress and other general mental conditions.
Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief, immediate,
non-intrusive and delivered through a network of 200
therapists UK-wide.

Mick Morgan came up with the idea of a Regimental
Collage earlier this year after going to yet another funeral
of one of his regimental comrades. It made him realise
that he was never going to be on any more photos that
were taken at the CRA gatherings/meetings so he decided
there and then to try to 'capture' as many as possible on
one image - a collection of guys who had served together
with one another at some point in recent times.
He 'pitched' the idea with a small 'sampler' image and
when a large number expressed a desire to see it happen
they agreed a 'fee' of £20 - split 50/50 between paying for
the image files and a contribution to the CRA.
Initially there were 180 - 190 but then the inevitable
'drop-outs' ("can't afford it!/didn't think we were
paying!") whittled it down to the 103 that were on the
finished image.

You can see more on the website:
www.ptsdresolution.org

PTSD RESOLUTION - LONDON
BRIDGES WALK
Walk

the London Bridges with PTSD Resolution.
Commemorating the Battle of the Somme. From Shell
Shock to Combat-Related Stress.
When: 16th September 2017
Where: From Wandsworth Bridge to Tower Bridge
Distance: 8 miles (approximate)
Meeting time: From 12:30 at the Waterfront Pub,
Juniper Drive, London, SW18 1TS
Start time: Leave at 1.30pm
All files have been sent out and quite a number of those
on the montage have also had a canvas done.

Finish time: Estimated 5pm - 5.30pm
Entry fee: £20.00 per adult - children go for free (cash
payment collected on the day)

OLD PHOTOGRAPH REPAIR

If you would like to raise sponsorship start a Just
Giving page for free at:
https://www.justgiving.com/ptsdresolution

Many of you will no doubt have old, but treasured
photographs that have not stood the test of time. I am
currently attending an extensive digital image editing
course. If anyone has any old photographs that may
benefit from some restoration work, then do let me know
and I will take a look at them. I am hoping to make this a
small business venture, but in the mean-time I am happy
to do this on a “donation” basis. I will of course give
preference to any 22nd or related photos.

For further information contact
events@ptsdresolution.org

REGIMENTAL GOLF
I would like to thank all the golfers for their support over
the years. We have had some new courses that we have
played this year. Also new winners John Walkman, Stu
Brown and Greg McCaffery. The overnight stay and play
went down well at the Hill Valley golf club, with Terry
Finlay being the winner. Thanks to Ian Owen for the use of
his card. A few of our golfers played golf with the Battle
Back wounded ex soldiers. It was good to hear their stories
of what happened to them and how well they are doing,
thanks to Peter Murphy for asking the society to put a team
forward to play. I am sure that this will carry on. We will be
having a Christmas golf event possibly at the Portal Golf
Club - date for the event will be finalised soon.
Thanks to Nick Redgrift for the help in helping me run the
events. Happy golfing.
Frank Barham

My e-mail address is: mikemorgan_54@msn.com
Mick Morgan
Note from the Editor:
If any members of the CRA wish to advertise their small
business in this newsletter, then do get in contact with
me.
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BOOK FOR SALE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sun 6 Aug Sun 3 Sep Sun 10 Sep -

St Julien commemoration church service,
Stockport
MRA 10th Anniversary gathering at the
National Memorial Arboretum
Mons Day, Chester

OBITUARIES
MEMORIES OF TONY HAYES-NEWINGTON
by John Ferns
Tony was my first Company Commander back in
Munster in 1965 and he left an indelible impression on
me as a young officer fresh from Sandhurst. With
Eardley Bryan and Richard Wood as fellow platoon
commanders and my platoon sergeant acting up as 'stand
in' CSM, there was plenty of scope for me to get things
wrong, especially with a 'long in the tooth' national
service corporal as my acting platoon sergeant who was
determined to take every short cut in the book.
Tony had a lot on his plate on all fronts, but because of
his leadership and example, we were an efficient,
successful and happy company and I survived my early
days in the regiment. Totally unflappable, practical with
impeccable integrity he carried us all through the final 6
months of our BAOR tour and beyond. He was loyal to
us and we in turn were loyal to him.... there was none of
the insidious buck passing careerism of the post '70s era'
about Tony.... never a 'Colonel we have got to get rid of
X as he is risking my/our careers' moment.
Role model, yes and hell raiser on a dinner night too...
and I have the scars to prove it. I will never forget the
hutted camp in Netheravon, when one of the after dinner
'games' was for two officers to start out at opposite sides
of the room, suspending themselves by their arms on the
upward inclining roof struts; The aim was to get across
and down the other side first. Tony and I were first to go.
We met half way across when Tony gave up and wrapped
his arms round my body.... result... we crashed to the
floor 10 feet below and a torn cartiledge for me!
Which leads me on to Exercise Wild Sunset in
Colorado in late 1966, an exchange with the American
army at the height of the Vietnam war. Despite not being
fully fit after my operation, Tony very kindly included
me in the party, as a supernumerary officer. Because of
his personality, Tony was a wildly successful ambassador
for the British army, at a time when the Americans were
questioning why we weren't in Vietnam and his 'finest
hour', in perhaps his whole service, was the final exercise
when we were acting as enemy to the American division
in Fort Carson, when he personally led the whole of C
Company on a 'fighting patrol' against the 1st Squadron,
10th Cavalry Regiment, self proclaimed the 'Eyes and
Ears' of the 4th Infantry Division; a sub unit that fancied
itself to the utter disdain of the rest of the Division. If
ever a unit needed it's arrogant pride taken down, this
was the moment.
What followed became a major
diplomatic incident with cables whistling between

A Suitable Reward is the first of 25 stories in this book.
There are plenty of subjects to suit all tastes. A pick and
mix of murder, suspense, adventure, ghostly goings on ,
twist in the tale and downright laugh out loud. Each story
takes just minutes to read, unlike a normal book with
hundreds of pages to get through before reaching a
conclusion. At £8 it works out at just 40 pence per story.
Available at Amazon , both paperback and kindle,
lulu.com. Also my page on facebook. I have 20 books at
home for anyone wanting to buy a signed copy. Postage
and packing just £2 extra. Just one review of many is
from Grace Wilson. Please make sure you have nothing
important planned when you commence reading this
book. Once you start reading it, it's impossible to put
down until you finish the book. Great book. Roy is not
easy to please and he said, I found myself laughing one
minute and had a lump in my throat the next, don't know
which is more embarrassing, but I loved it. A chap in the
local pub who bought a copy told me last night , he
would never accept a cup of tea from me, but he enjoyed
the stories so much. The best bit is I have made my own
dream come true of publishing my stories.
Bridie Banwell

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private
Parties by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for
CRA members’ private use applies. Branches do not pay
to use the Club.
Normal opening times are:
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1900-2330
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday by
prior arrangement
For all Club enquiries, contact Mike Smith on 07906
753699
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Washington and Whitehall...... we had caught the whole
squadron kipping... no sentries..... the cavalrymen were
unceremoniously removed from their tanks and dragged
back to our lines man by man, few escaping painful
cactus spines in their backsides. All hell broke loose...
tank searchlights lit up the area, whereupon good old
Cheshire soldiers picked up rocks and smashed the
searchlights.... much damage.... and disgrace for us.
Tony weathered that major storm and fortunately
common sense prevailed at the highest levels with the
Americans conceding that a significant lesson had been
learnt, especially as the Division was shortly to go to
Vietnam. Above all, the rest of the Division's morale was
restored by the humbling of an 'elite' unit that had lorded
itself above all others.
Tony was a 'giant' and he is fondly remembered by me
and surely all who served under him in C Company.
JALF

MAJOR PHILIP OULTON : 1933-2016
Philip Oulton was probably the best known and most respected
of all the officers of The Cheshire Regiment. Known to all
ranks as “Big Phil”, he was an immense character, big in size
and in heart. He took part in a huge number of activities,
excelling at athletics and rugby. One of the few officers who
came from Cheshire, his family lived in Lymm.
He joined the lst Battalion in the Canal Zone in 1954,
followed by training subaltern at the Dale in Chester before
rejoining the Battalion in Malaya and Singapore. He was the
longest serving Adjutant to COs Peter Martin and Mike
Dauncey in Ballykinlar and Munster. His appointment at
Sandhurst enabled him to “encourage” many young cadets to
join the 22nd. He commanded C Company in Bahrain and at
the outbreak of the troubles in Londonderry, where he was very
proud of his record for using the entire reserve of CS Gas and
rubber bullets during the riots at Rossville Flats. He served in
staff appointments with HQ 2 Div in BAOR, was also 2IC 1
WFR, a role made more difficult because it was alongside his
beloved 1 Cheshire in Berlin. His last appointment before early
retirement in 1979 was Schools Liaison Officer in Manchester.
He played rugby for Sale, Birkenhead, the Army and the
County of Cheshire in the year they won the county
championships. He was an outstanding athlete, holding records
for discus, javelin and shot. He was captain of the Regimental
Athletics Team for the three wins of the Army Unit Team
Championships. He also resurrected a disused track in
Londonderry which was renamed Oulton Park – a real accolade
from the locals.
Philip met his future wife Mia, a lovely Belgian lady running
the Red Cross “Tea Van” at Vogelsang on the Belgian/German
border whilst the Battalion was training there. We wondered
why his NAAFI breaks were so long! They married in Antwerp
in 1963, and had two sons, Charlie and Tim, both very
successfully following Philip and Mia into the antiques and
furniture business, which started as “Halo Antiques” in Hale,
close to Manchester. It is now a worldwide business with
outlets in the Far East, Europe and USA.
Philip and Mia lived most of their later life in Kelleth,
Cumbria, and are both buried at St Oswald’s Church,
Ravenstonedale, alongside his father.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL TONY HAYESNEWINGTON OBE : 1931 – 2017
Tony Hayes-Newington came from a family of “Cheshires”.
His grandfather commissioned in 1862, and his father
served in the Regiment; the latter was captured and interned
in World War I, continued serving in the Regiment between
the wars and, in retirement, became a much respected and
long serving Regimental Secretary, until retiring in 1963.
Tony, or “Hayes” to most, joined the 1st Battalion in Suez
in 1950, then serving in Berlin, with a break to become
Adjutant to the TA 4th Battalion in Chester, on to the
Advance Party to Malaya in 1957, responsible for shooting
in jungle conditions and OC A Company at Gemas. He
served with HQ 99 Bde in Singapore and became Adjutant
of the 1st Battalion in Ballykinlar. In BAOR he was OC
Company in Munster and also served with HQ 6 Bde there.
He returned to command C Company in Warminster before
another staff appointment as D/Q in British Honduras. He
returned again to be 2 IC of the Battalion in Bahrain and
Weeton, including the operational tour to Londonderry in
1970 and Berlin. He was promoted to command 10 Ulster
Defence Regiment, the largest of those regiments based
mainly in North Belfast and County Antrim. His successful
command was recognised with the award of the OBE, and a
posting to Australia to attend the Joint Services Staff
College at Canberra. He returned to the UK in 1975, posted
to the Joint Warfare Establishment at Old Sarum, followed
by an appointment at Sandhurst, and then on the Directing
Staff at the Staff and Command School in Zimbabwe. His
final appointment was back in the UK for the Defence
Nuclear and Biological Establishment, where he retired in
1985. He then served as a retired officer in HQ Southern
Command.
Tony met his future wife, Jan, whilst serving in the Bde
HQ in Munster. Her father was killed at El Alamein and she
was a great supporter of Tony and the Regiment and many
different postings around the world. They settled in the New
Forest and have four sons.
WKLP

JDK/WKLP
LAST POST
Mrs Anne Dale Died 3 July 2017
RHQ 1984 - 2006
Lt Col A L Anthony Hayes-Newington OBE
died: 28 May 2017 - served 9/2/1951-19/8/1985
Mr Alan Joseph Died: 4 June 2017
1st Bn
Mr Dave Mapley Died: 14 March 2017
1st Bn 1969 - 1988
Mr Edwin Thomas Smith Died: 28 February 2017
2nd batt WWII veteran
Mr R (Rick) M Wilson Died: June 2017
Ex 3 Cheshire
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MONS REUNION SUNDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2017
To:

Secretary CRA, Regimental Headquarters, The Castle, Chester. CH1 2DN

Luncheon Ticket(s)

@ £9.50 per person.

£

I enclose cheque/postal order* made payable to
‘CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION’ to the value of

£

OR
I have sent a payment to Sort Code 16 19 26, Account 10417392

Name

Tel:

Address:

Post Code

_______________

E-mail address for acknowledgement:

Please list names of other members of your party below.

TO ARRIVE AT RHQ NO LATER THAN 28th AUGUST 2017
WHEN THE LUNCH LIST WILL CLOSE
Party Members:

Choice of lunch: Curry x ______ Hotpot x _____
Is there any vegetarian requirement?
* Delete as applicable

YES

NO

If YES, how many?
19

