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We have eventually found ourselves in warmer climes, but
perhaps later than first anticipated. Watching the first test between
England and New Zealand at Lords would tell you all that you
need to know about our inimitable weather system.

Although it is no comfort to the family of Lance Corporal
Webb, it was a great relief to learn that our 1st Battalion returned
relatively unscathed from its recent tour in Afghanistan. We must
congratulate them once again on a job well done. I am sure that
nobody needs reminding that there are still those afflicted from the
previous tour and we must not forget them.

I have no doubt that the new colours parade was a wonderful
event, but for most members of the CRA I suspect that watching
the old colours marched off was the most poignant part of the
ceremony. I also have a feeling that seeing the colours laid up on
the 8th September may have a greater significance for many. 

As I write we learn that the great and the good within the
Ministry of Defence are about to embark upon the recruitment of
10,000 new soldiers, whilst almost simultaneously making
thousands more redundant. I am sure that there are sound political
and financial reasons for this, but sometimes I do wonder whether
we have a British equivalent of Franz Kafka bestriding the
corridors of MOD Main Building.

The deadline for the next issue is 23rd August. Please send
your contributions to me at: The School House, Dartmouth Road,
London SE26 4RD. My telephone number is 020 8291 9225. You
can also e-mail me at: george.szwejkowski@sky.com

George Szwejkowski

EDITORIAL
Sadly, I start these my first notes as Chairman of the CRA in

grieving with you all, and the friends and families, of LCpl Webb
and Harry Conlin. LCpl Webb died as a result of wounds
received in Afghanistan, and Harry Conlin, just recently, of ill
health. Whilst I never met LCpl Webb, I did have the pleasure of
serving with and knowing Harry Conlin. As only a Cheshire can
say about another Cheshire – it was a privilege.

Might I, on your behalf, thank those members of the CRA
who assisted with and paraded for LCpl Webb’s repatriation and
funeral. Gentlemen, thank you and well done.

Three months into the appointment and whilst still learning
the ropes, I am beginning to discover a few of the challenges that
lie ahead. Unsurprisingly, they nearly all have a financial theme
running through them! I refuse, though, to be negative and I was
heartened by the fact that 12 of our 15 branches were represented
at the meetings on 13 April. Of course, we have to keep
recruiting and encouraging membership, particularly from
returning Mercian Regiment soldiers and anything with that aim
should be encouraged. We are organised, to a certain extent, for
them and will eventually pass the Association across to them.
Could I ask, therefore, that as many of you as possible support
the present branches to keep this ‘golden thread’ strong. (See
Branch notes for their respective programmes).

To this end it is obvious to me that our link with the Mercian
Regiment is vital. Support for all, or any, of the following will
certainly strengthen this link:- 6 June, Presentation of the new
colours at Worcester; 10-14 June, 1 Bn’s County marches
throughout Cheshire; 7 July, CRICH pilgrimage; and of course
the Mons Day service on 7 September, which will include
Laying Up of the 1 Bn’s old colours and 3 Cheshire’s old colours.
Hopefully, we will see as many members as possible at some, if
not all, of these events.

In closing, on your behalf I would just like to thank Peter
Gresty, the outgoing Chairman, once again for his years of
service to the CRA. To his credit, he still remains our
representative as the Mercian Regiment Benevolence
Committee, a vital aspect of the Association’s work.

Until the next edition, best wishes to you all.

Wha wadna fecht for Charlie

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

1

CONTENTS

Minutes of the CRAMC Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-3
Word from the Branches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3-5
Happy Days with 4th Battalion by Ron Green  . . . . . . .5
Brook Barracks – Spandau 1955 by Bill Helliwell  . .6-7
The Fairbanks Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
The Walk by Sam Nulty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
PTSD Resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
The Korean War… by Arthur Clarke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Correspondence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
The 22nd Business Directory  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Edith Cavell – Addendum Nº 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Calendar of Events, Club News, 22 Club Winners . . .11
Obituary – Harry Conlin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Obituary – Mr Henry Bramwell Dodds BEM  . . . . . .12
Last Post  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimental-
associations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx

The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and
views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the CRA.



6. Future events
a) Race Day: The Secretary reported that B Coy 4

MERCIAN will be running the bar on the Racecourse. RHQ
bar will be open from about 1100hrs on the day with catering
available pre-race. There will be no catering in the evening and
the upstairs bar will not open for practical reasons

b) PONC. Numbers from the CRA are low, ca 100. This
seems to be mirrored in the WFRA and SRA and it is hoped
that interest will increase as time goes on. It is now the
intention that the Regimental Associations will march past led
by their old Colours. We have about 35 declared marchers, but
need 50. There was disquiet about the statement in the transport
letter that our legacy funding is being used to subsidise
transport and the Chairman agreed to investigate with RHQ
Mercian.

c) 1 MERCIAN Homecoming Marches. The Secretary
outlined the plan:

10 June: Stalybridge, Dukinfield
11 June: Widnes, Runcorn, Winsford
12 June: Birkenhead, Ellesmere Port
13 June: Stockport, Macclesfield
14 June: Congleton, Crewe
15 June: Chester

Timings have still to be confirmed.

d) Ellesmere Port Branch Commemoration, 14 July.
Gordon Kipps gave an outline of the events, starting at 1100hrs
at the Boat Museum followed by a second service at the Cheshire
Copse and asked for support from other Branches.

e) Mons Day 2013. The Secretary spoke of the plans for
Mons Day. The Service in the Cathedral may include the Laying-
up of Old Colours of the 1st Bn The 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment.
It will also include the Re-dedication of the Post WW2 Memorial
in the Regimental Chapel which will have some names added. If
this happens, it may lead to a problem with feeding capacity for
lunch due to increased numbers. (afternote: The Laying-up of
Old Colours of 1st and 3rd Bns will take place.)

f) Mons 2014. The Chairman asked whether or not there
would be a Mons Parade in Chester in view of the
Commemoration in Audregnies. The Secretary stated
emphatically that there would be and that it would form the basis
of a City wide commemoration of the Centenary.

g) The Pilgrimage to Mons 2014. Booking Forms have
been sent out and some bookings have been made already. The
Secretary reported that he has already been able to reduce the
cost by some £10-12 per head. (afternote: A meeting has been
arranged for late April in Audregnies to discuss plans further with
the local authority and also the village committee)

h. East Cheshire Reunion. Maj Holden outlined the
changes in the organising committee and other small changes
which will keep the event running. He requested that CRAMC
authorise a grant of £510 to defray the costs of the Band. The
Chairman asked that the decision be delayed until a later date and
invited comments.

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING

CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT RHQ
CHESTER ON SATURDAY 13TH APRIL 2013

Present: Lt Col D M Oak MBE (Chairman), Mr J Cooney,
Maj J S Holden TD, Mr J A Jennings, Mr Alan Kennedy, Mr
Gordon Kipps, Mr M Walker, Mr D J Waring, Maj T E Pickering
MBE (Secretary).

Apologies were received from Capt A W Hughes and Mr K
Parsonage.

1. A minute of silence was observed in honour of those
members who have passed away and especially LCpl Jamie
Webb, 1 MERCIAN. The Chairman invited the Secretary to
speak about the Repatriation of LCpl Webb. Maj Pickering
reported that the Mercian Regiment Association Standard was
carried by Mr Derek Sykes and that the CRA Standard and 2
other Branch Standards were paraded. The event at Carterton
Memorial Garden is well supported by local volunteers who do
their best to make mourners from the Regiment feel comfortable.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting: There were no matters
arising and Mr Jennings proposed, with Maj Holden seconding
the proposal that they be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
Carried.

3. Minutes of the AGM: The minutes were reviewed and in
view of the decision not to proceed with the NMA Memorial,
Maj Holden proposed and Mr Walker seconded the proposal that
the NMA Fund be wound up and the proceeds be transferred to
the General Fund. Carried.

4. Chairman’s Report: The Chairman reported that he has
visited Stockport Branch already and that he is still on a steep
learning curve, but forecasted that after the busy summer of CRA
activity ahead and following visits to more branches, he should
be in a better position.

He set out his concerns where the CRA is going, they are
broadly; finance, membership and the leadership. He emphasised
that as we are all “pulling on the same end of the rope, in the
same direction” if anyone has a point to make, it should be made
and discussed, with best practice being shared. He pointed out
that the situation is not unique to the CRA; other Regiments are
facing a similar situation.

5. Secretary’s Financial Report: The Secretary gave an
outline of the financial state of the CRA as at 31st March
including a resume of expenditure. He also presented a detailed
breakdown of expenditure in support of the Blackpool Reunion.

Mr Jennings and Maj Holden proposed and seconded
respectively that the account be accepted as presented. Carried.

He then drew attention to the financial state of the Club as at
12th April, acknowledging that he is always pessimistic at this
time of the year, but this year it seems worse than it has been
previously. A comparison of the situation as at the same date in
2012 was presented showing that in 2012 there was a surplus of
£108 on trading whereas in 2013 there is a deficit of £2100. He
will keep the situation under review and present reports as
necessary.

The Chairman asked the committee to put some thought to
this matter.
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MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING (cont.)

i) Armed Forces Day. The Chairman asked the Secretary to
brief on events taking place on 29th June; he spoke about the
National event in Nottingham as well as the event taking place in
Ellesmere Port and also the Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy
Rugby League competition taking place in Warrington.
Participation from the CRA has been invited to all of them.

9. Other Business:
Mr Waring asked advice on the disposal of Crewe Branch

Standard as the Branch has been defunct for about 10 years. The
Secretary suggested that it be laid up in the Museum. 

10. Date and time of the next meeting:
13th July at 1000 hours.

BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
The Branch has had the usual quiet period whilst waiting in

vain for spring to appear. At our January AGM all the Branch
officers remained in post, elections being held only in alternate
years. The Branch was represented both at the CRA AGM in
February and at the Branch Officers’ meeting in April. 

We are looking forward to a series of events in the coming
months. The 70th Anniversary of The Battle of The Atlantic sees
celebrations on and around the Mersey from 24th to 28th May.

A party from Birkenhead will attend the Mercian Regiment’s
Colour Presentation in June which promises to be a memorable
occasion, as does the 1st Battalion’s Homecoming March in
Birkenhead a few days later. On July 14th we will be supporting
our Ellesmere Port branch at their annual Service of
Commemoration followed by a buffet lunch. 

Finally, Tony Brandon has reminded us that the annual bowls
challenge against Stockport Branch has come round again. This
will take place the at Lever Club, Port Sunlight on Sunday 9th
June with the return fixture being held on Sunday 21st July at
The Friendship Inn, Romiley, Stockport. Bowlers, supporters and
spectators welcome on both occasions.

Peter Jackson

CHESTER BRANCH
Let me start this report by apologising to all concerned for the

cancellation of the Branch Annual Dinner, which was planned to
take place at Fox Barracks on 20th July. It was a blow when it
became necessary to pull the plug on an eagerly awaited function.
For the sake of our bitterly disappointed members, we will try to
rearrange the event for later in the year and, if we do go ahead,
plenty of early warning will be given to all interested parties. 

This last quarter saw a couple of changes to the Branch rules
take effect. Having been forced by the severe weather in January
to cancel our AGM, we decided in future all such meetings will
be held in May when we should at least find the weather a little
warmer. The end of the financial year was also changed from
October 31 to April 30. The first May AGM was held on the 3rd
when the rule changes were unanimously ratified. The attendance
was better than expected and hopefully will increase in the future. 

The usual Race Day invasion has come and gone. The
cloistered calm that normally pervades the Castle has returned.
Keith and Helen Tarbuck have sacrificed themselves and flown
back to Dubai where they are forced to endure, on a daily basis,
that awful sunshine. Iggy and Linda, and their wonderful team of
workers, managed to keep the horde fed and watered despite the
unsettled weather. And the beer token system functioned well!! 

Finally, in sending our greetings to all our friends,
everywhere, I would like to draw your attention to the
magnificent efforts of two of our members, who decided to raise

some cash for the Blind Veterans, formerly known as St
Dunstans. Over the Easter period, Mrs Nancy Bly knitted
numerous Easter Chicks, which she then sold. She raised a
whopping £157. Mr John Harrison also went to work and
persuaded a Trade Union Branch to donate £500 in support of the
Blind Veterans. These two members are a shining example to us
all and deserve our heartfelt congratulations for their determined
effort to help our wounded ex-servicemen.

John Fairbanks

ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
Greetings from Ellesmere Port. First of all, an appeal - even

though my Branch can parade twenty-five members at meetings
we must renew our recruitment campaign. I assist with
dispatching our newsletter, I frequently spot envelopes addressed
to people in Ellesmere Port and surrounding area. If only we
could, in some way, motivate them to join a Branch. My routine,
as secretary, is to discuss important Branch business (approx. 40
minutes), then relax, and socialise with “a pie and a pint.”

Our meetings still attract an average of 25 attendees. Two of
our members, Ethel Roach and George Ford, unfortunately, are
experiencing mobility problems and find it difficult to attend.
Regardless of this, George and Ethel, we still feel your presence at
meetings, and know that you are with us in Spirit. And don’t
forget, if you need us, we are always here (our pledge as a Branch). 

April 12th saw members, friends and supporters gathering
for a social evening. A very successful event as usual. A big
thank you is extended to all involved in the organizing, and most
of all to members themselves for generous donations of raffle
prizes which covered the cost of the Hot Pot buffet, and of course
our resident compere/MC Harry Goodenough.

As we approach June we look forward to participating
actively in the Veterans/Armed Forces Day Celebrations in
Ellesmere Port (before that on June 12 we will welcome 1
Mercian back to the town.)

Then of course, in July, we have our annual Services of
Commemoration (still looking for replies to invitations). 

Gordon Kipps

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

SNIPPETS
The major had a new secretary, Miss Smith who was young,
sweet and polite. After taking dictation she noticed that his
fly was open and on leaving the room said, “Major, did you
know that your barrack door was open?” Looking down, he
realised what she meant and decided to have a bit of fun and
called her back. He said, “Miss Smith, when you saw my
barrack room door open, did you see a soldier standing at
attention?” “Why, no Major,” she replied. “All I saw was a
disabled veteran sitting on two duffel bags!”
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LIMAVADY BRANCH
The 30th Droppin Well Memorial Service went off well with

around 150 people attending, some that have never been before.
After the service there was a meal and music laid on in the
Drummond Hotel which every one enjoyed and thought it was a
good way to end the Memorial weekend, all together in one hall.
I would like to thank Edie Pickering for all his help in getting the
service sheets done for us – it was a big help. 

The next memorial service will be on Sunday 8th December,
time still to be arranged. I had some people ask in the past couple
of months if we will be doing the meal and music again this year.
I have spoken to the chairman and we have agreed that if there is
enough interest then we will look into costing. If you are
attending this year’s Memorial and are interested in the meal on
Sunday 8th December could you please contact me ASAP at: 49
Aberfoyle Crescent, Londonderry, N. Ireland BT48 7PG. My
telephone number is 07800 779 134. You can also e-mail me at
ken.cooper@hotmail.co.uk. 

If we do this it will be ticket only, the same as it was for the
30th Memorial Service. Once I have numbers attending and have
found out the costing I will post all the details on the Droppin
Well site in Facebook and the regimental sites. 

The Limavady Branch wish all the best to the Mercian
Regiment on receiving their new colours and we hope all went
well on the day.

Ken Cooper

NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
Firstly, may I say on behalf of all our members, a very

sincere thanks to the newsletter editor, George Szwejkowski,
who does a magnificent job. We all look forward to receiving
each issue. (Your words are most appreciated – Ed).

Members continue to give good support to the Branch. Our
well-attended meetings are held in the Crosville Social Club,
Chester Street, Crewe, on the last Tuesday of each month. New
members are always made welcome. The meetings are chaired
by Brian Billington, in the absence of Harry Tomkinson who is
recuperating after an illness. Some of our members continue to
be unwell and “thinking of you” cards have been sent on behalf
of the Branch.

Recently, a Forces Museum Project by the Crewe RBL
opened in Crewe Indoor Market. Within the display is much
memorabilia from the Cheshire Regiment including many items
donated by Vera Smart in remembrance of her husband, Billy,

who served from 1957 to 1987. All our Branch members are
encouraged to go along and see the fine display and of course
everyone else is also most welcome.

I am not sure how many members attended the Chester
Races, but I know that the inclement weather put several off.
Future events include the presentation of new colours in
Worcester on 6th June and the Malaya/Singapore Reunion in
Pelsall on 22nd June. We are also looking forward to the Mons
Day Parade and lunch in Chester on 8th September.

Best wishes to all in the CRA.
Ray Stafford

SANDBACH BRANCH
Once again I must apologise for missing the last Newsletter.

First of all we would like to pass on our sincere condolences to
the family of LCPL Jamie Webb; may he rest in peace. 

Charles Sullivan, our 2nd Battalion war vet., has had a
couple of spells in hospital but he is now back home and on the
mend. Albert Gregory has had an operation on his knee. 

We would like to like to congratulate Mr Colin Farrington on
his General Peter Martin award – well deserved. 

The annual Race Day was a great success – once again good
banter and a good chat and catch-up with old friends. It was nice
to see Helen and Keith; they haven’t changed one bit. 

Recently we held our A.G.M. and the committee remain the
same. We are always on the lookout for new members; we hold
our meetings every other Thursday at the Market Tavern on The
Cobbles, Sandbach. Anyone wishing to come along, give me a
call on 01270 767 922. We wish all Mercian soldiers all the very
best and God Bless all members of the C.R.A and their families.

SOUTHERN REGION
There are very mixed emotions within the Southern Region at

this time. On 13th April we lost a great stalwart in Harry Conlin.
He was a great supporter of the 22nd and the Southern Region in
particular. The fact that he was the very first person to sign up as
a member of the Southern Region at its inauguration tells you all
you need to know about Harry. A celebration of his life was held
on 9th May in St Mary’s Church, Rye and the number of people
who attended was an indication of the regard in which he was
held, both within the regiment and in the wider community. Our
thoughts are with Jane and
the family.

On 5th May we
celebrated Les Stelfox’s
100th birthday. It was
thanks to our Almoner,
Lynne Szwejkowski that we
were able to surprise Les
with a special lunch in
Sittingbourne, Kent. As well
as members of his family
and friends, members of the
Southern Region attending
included: Peter Kearnes,
Tony Twiss, John Ferns,
Charles & Celia Lane, Dick
Peel, George & Lynne
Szwejkowski, Harry Hewitt
and Alan and Val Makin.

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

The display in Crewe Indoor Market Les Stelfox cuts his 100th Birthday Cake
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On 27th April we enjoyed the annual rugby match between
the Army and the Royal Navy at Twickenham. It was not a dream
start for the Army, who quickly found themselves 19 – 0 down.
Nevertheless we kept the faith and the Army ran in 43 points
without reply, before gifting the Navy a consolation try at the end
to make it a 43 – 26 win for the Army. As usual the game was
celebrated in the traditional manner within the warm embrace of
the Twickenham hostelries.

We look forward to the Inter Services T20 Cricket at Lords
on Tuesday 18th June. We hope that once again our president will
enable us to enjoy this event upon the seats of the members’
pavilion.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 24th October, but in
the meantime we look forward to supporting the new colours
parade at Worcester and the Mons Reunion in Chester.

George Szwejkowski 

TRANMERE BRANCH
My apologies for the omission of the Tranmere Branch

write-ups during the last two Newsletter editions. Due to the
terrible winter many of our members have been ill and
hospitalized, but I am glad to say we are all back to normal now
and can plan some socialising.

Thank goodness our lads are safely back from Afghanistan
and hopefully they will not be going back there again. Let us
hope that those idiots in Parliament can keep our soldiers out of
unnecessary wars in the future.

BELGIUM 2014
Anyone fancy a nice sunny week in Belgium? Next year is

the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Mons and Alan Rowe and
Dave Mapley are organising a trip to cover this occasion, details
are as follows:

Saturday 23rd – Saturday 30th August. Single room £450.
Twin room £339. These payments can be made in three equal
instalments, e.g. May 2013, October 2013, and April 2014. This
will be an excellent week; if you are interested phone Alan Rowe
on: 0151 608 4749. The price includes bed & breakfast each
morning and evening meal on Friday night. We will of course be
attending the ceremony at Mons. A great occasion not to be
missed!

Welcome to Lt. Colonel David Oak as our new chairman of
the CRAMC. Having known him from our early years in

Munster I know he will be a great asset to the CRA and will work
very hard for the good of us all. We all wish him well in his new
post. YNWA. Rusty

WALSALL BRANCH
Race Day was attended by five of our members, with us

meeting up with Steve Furnival who joined us on the Roodee after
travelling up from Stoke. As usual everyone finished up breaking
even except for one, although I did find one winner after 10 years
of trying. It was appropriately named how I was feeling at the time:
CALLMEACAB. It didn’t seem as good this year as we had been
located further into the centre of the course, meaning a longer walk
to the bookmakers and toilets. We also had 2 x small tents with one
for the drinks and the other for shelter and seating which housed 12
seats. Not much good for 70 year olds and ladies. 

The next event we are attending is the Presentation of New
Colours on the 6 June but we are unsure about numbers as we have
a few members under the weather. 

We also would like to wish get well soon to Sue Sadler and
Marina Smith. 

We are looking forward to seeing friends old and new at the
Singapore Malaya Reunion on the 22 June at the usual venue,
Pelsall Labour Club. Like all events that branches organise it is
getting harder to keep the numbers up to the capacity that we are
used to. Our next meeting actually coincides with Worcester 6th
June but we should be back in time to attend.

Reg Smith

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

Southern Region members who assisted Les in the disposal of his birthday cake.

HAPPY DAYS!

HAPPY DAYS WITH 4TH BATTALION CHESHIRE
REGIMENT T.A. STATIONED AT THE GRANGE ROAD
WEST DRILL HALL, BIRKENHEAD.

Having finished my full-time National Service, I was
committed to three and a half years with the TA.

As I was just married and living in Liverpool, I bought a
Lambretta scooter to travel to and from Birkenhead. My driving
test proved to be a disaster as I lost my way in Liverpool and
never saw the examiner again after his first instructions. 

I mentioned this in the course of a conversation with our MT
Sergeant, Sammy Miskimmin, who many remember as one of
the ‘characters’ of the 4th Battalion. He suggested I should take
the test there and then on a motorbike which was standing in the
yard. This was arranged and off I set not realising the controls
were not quite the same as a scooter. I managed alright though
and turned into a road where Sammy was ready to give me the
signal for the emergency stop. When he stepped out with his
hand up I pulled everything with my hands and pressed
everything with my feet. This had the effect of stalling the engine
and almost threw me over the handlebars. 

To my surprise, Sammy commented this was the best
emergency stop he had ever encountered and declared I had
passed – WOW! Perhaps I should add that following this I rode
the scooter with my wife as pillion passenger for many years
with an unblemished record.

Ron Green 22893293 C Company, 1st Battalion, Suez and
Berlin 1953 – 1955.
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BROOK BARRACKS – SPANDAU 1955 by Bill Helliwell

Having completed one hazardous course as a dispatch rider
the provost Sergeant recommended me for further punishment,
and I found myself posted to Guilford for two weeks to train as
a fire fighter with the Surrey fire brigade. After a fortnight of
being soaking wet, and crawling through smoked filled
buildings, we then had to leap off the top of a fifteen-story block
of flats wearing only a Davis escape halter. I found that Leaping
into space without any safety lines put me off ever wanting to
reside in a penthouse, or join the fire service. ON returning to
Colchester with a qualification as a fire NCO, I felt that perhaps
a red beret and a free fall certificate would have been more
appropriate. 

Two weeks before our departure from Colchester, the
advance party received orders to layout all their kit for inspection
by the Officer in Charge. On completion of the inspection, he
declared that we were unfit for purpose, and he would continue
to parade us until he decided that we were smart enough for the
continentals to feast their eyes upon us. Unfortunately, he kept
his word and we paraded several times before he surrendered,
and admitted that the problem was the new type of Probert’s
blanco and too many shapeless scruffs. On the evening of our
departure, quite a crowd had gathered at the main entrance, to say
farewell. Most of them were female, a number of which appeared
to have gained weight. Nevertheless, there was more joy than
grief on the lads’ faces as we passed through the main gate, and
departed from such a dismal barracks 

By the time, we boarded the train and arrived at Harwich
docks it was late evening and the troopship at the moorings had
a close resemblance to the infamous Titanic. On boarding the
ship, it was noticeable how much the vessel was heaving even
though we were still inside the breakwater thankfully there was
no sign of icebergs.

When eventually the troopship Vienna slipped her moorings
and headed out into the North Sea to battle with the force-eight
gale, I dashed below to the canteen and, in keeping with the old
adage that a full stomach is better than an empty one in a storm,
I devoured two pork pies. I never discovered whether it was the
rolling of the ship or the salmonella in the pies, but I spend most
of the voyage vomiting. I also failed to appreciate an old sailor’s
joke when a passing deckhand recommended strawberry jam
sandwiches as the ideal grub before a rough voyage as they taste
the same coming up as they do going down.

On arrival at The Hook of Holland, some of the troops were
so ill that when the instructions came to prepare for
disembarkation they mistook it for an order to abandon ship. I
somehow managed to get ashore quicker than the Captain of a
sinking Italian cruise liner, and the feel of concrete under my feet
never felt better. An officious N.C.O, informed us to follow the
signs to the movement control desk however, the odious aroma
on the quayside indicated that the majority of the lads had
already lost control of their movements. At the desk, we received
a haversack ration bag and, then directed to our carriages, which
were significantly better than those of British Railways. It was
good to see that, the Dutch at least knew how to treat troops

A young fresh faced Engineer Officer arrived and briefed us
on the journey to Berlin, He informed us that the first stage of our
excursion would be to Hanover were we would stay until
nightfall, because the Russians would not allow us to travel
through their zone during daylight hours. He finished his briefing
by informing us of the location of the bogs which was a bit too
late as most of our insides were still on the ship.

As we travelled through the Germany, there was very little
visual evidence of collateral damage to the towns and cities.
Having lived on the Wirral during the blitz on Liverpool, and
Merseyside, I had witnessed the enormous damage done to that
area; I found it, hard to believe that after a ground war, and so
much bombing by the allies Germany appeared to have
completely recovered, in less than ten years.

On arrival at Hanover we were given time to stretch our legs
while awaiting nightfall, before recommencing our journey to the
border crossing point at Helmstadt. At about ten pm, a platoon of
Russian soldiers carrying drum fed sub machine guns boarded
the train and began ordering us to close the curtains, which
seemed a little odd considering it was pitch black outside. Once
the carriages were blacked out we were allowed to proceed, and
were not subjected to any more red tape. When the train finally
came to a halt on the outskirts of the British sector the Russians
departed.

Spandau station was as dismal as most British Rail centres
and the only people on the platforms appeared to be British
service personnel we were soon ushered on to waiting trucks and
on our way to Brook Barracks, which was located on Wilhelm
Strasse on the outskirts of Spandau a suburb of Berlin. This area
gave its name to the German forces most lethal light machine
gun, which many experts still say, was the finest light machine
gun ever produced.

Bill Helliwell with canine friend
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BROOK BARRACKS – SPANDAU 1955 by Bill Helliwell

Brook Barracks
1955

Wilhelmstrasse was quite a wide road with Brook Barracks
on one side and the notorious Spandau prison opposite. This at the
time still housed six war criminals, with the most prominent being
Rudolf Hess Hitler’s deputy, who managed to fly a Messerschmitt
Bf110 from Bonn to Scotland. It is still a mystery today how he
avoided the anti-aircraft flak, and RAF fighter planes without
detection. I personally have never heard of any logical reason why
he carried out such a foolhardy stunt. I suppose it is possible that
his navigation was just crap, and that he really meant to fly to the
Costa del Sol. The other high-ranking prisoner was Admiral
Donitz Hitler’s successor, who masterminded the U-boat
campaign, and was found guilty of war crimes. Which some
senior British officers at the time felt was unjust.

Compared to our last three locations, the barracks were
exceptional. The accommodation was spacious and warm with
indoor training facilities in the attics and basements, all of which
had double-glazing and central heating. The camp appeared to
contain everything that a battalion needed which seemed too
good to be true. The only downside I could see was the massive
parade ground, and assault course, both of which I knew I would
become very familiar with, when the provost sergeant arrived.

With only eighteen months of my service life left Berlin
appeared to be quite an amenable posting. I took over the
guardroom inventory and checked the battalion’s fire equipment
the likes of which I had only ever seen in silent movies with
Buster Keaton. I was also shown the area hot spots purely for

professional reasons, The Hopfenblute, The Eck and The Kayuty.
The three main bars were the friendly fraulines gathered, and in
addition were most inter unit boxing bouts took place. The
incumbent regimental police were not only very friendly, and
informative, but gave me valuable tips on fraternising, to pass on
to the lads. 

There was however, a dark cloud on the horizon wearing
three stripes and it was due to arrive in the area very shortly.
Perhaps a careless word in the right bar may encourage the KGB
to intercept, at Helmstadt.

The thing that is most obvious about advance parties is that
nobody seems to be in charge. The regiment in situ just want to
hand over the accommodation, equipment, and weapons and
disappear from the crime scene before any fraudulent,
misdemeanours or irregularities, are uncovered. Meanwhile the
Officers and Senior N.C.O’s on the advance party are so
engrossed in any stratagem for gain by their opposite numbers
they have little time to supervise the troops. This lack of
supervision led to some of us nipping out of camp to check out
the local brew, and determine whether German beer was stronger
than British. Sadly, it was, and the bar frau, commonly known as
Russian Bertha who had the physic of a sumo wrestler,
catapulted us through the door just because someone would not
pay for a broken glass. We returned to camp slightly inebriated
and I awoke the next morning with the mother of all headaches.
It was a sobering thought that when the main body arrived in
three-week’s time, the guardroom was going to have to be
prepared to accommodate many new residents.

Shortly after I joined the battalion in Suez in 1952 I realised
that I would benefit greatly by becoming a member of the
athletics team. I calculated that in doing so I would acquire demi
god status and be recognised as one of the untouchables. I must
admit that, during my quest to join the immortals I never
achieved anything remotely near to battalion standards. However,
during my failed attempts to be accepted I did manage to
assemble a varied collection of sporting awards. 

To my grandchildren these medals mean far more than any
of the baubles recently handed out at the Olympics. I think it is
high time they found out the diverse ways in which these medals
came into my possession. For example in Suez, during an Inter-
Company sports match I won the 100 yards hurdles. My
unexpected and totally stunning victory was due entirely to CSM
Terrible Ted’ Talbot. Just before the start he told me, in graphic
detail, exactly what he would do with his pace stick if I were to
lose the race. Needless to say abject fear enabled me to romp
home with yards to spare. 

Why I was selected to run in that event I will never know, but
the cause of my appearance for the Depot Football team at the
Dale in 1959 is crystal clear. It was the Command Cup Final
which I had gone to watch. Prior to the start of the game our team
became a man short when a player was injured during the kick
in. Seeking a quick replacement, and seeing me lurking in the
crowd, RSM ‘Ginger’ Birkby decreed that I would fill the
unexpected vacancy. During the game I never touched the ball
because, shortly after the kick off, I jumped to try to head the ball
away. In doing so, I was seized by an attack of cramp so severe
the medic diagnosed it as rigour mortis! I was unable to take any

further part in the game, which our ten valiant men won, and I
duly became the holder of another gold medal. 

The Dale was the scene of another success. I was entered in
the Javelin as part of a two man team. I was partnered with a
certain Lieutenant ‘Big’ Phil Oulton. My one legitimate throw
travelled about 60 feet. Big Phil’s one and only massive throw,
when added to my puny effort, was more than enough to add yet
another ‘gold’ to my collection. 

My next ‘honour’ came during a Command shooting match
at Altcar. I took part in the Bren falling plate competition. As I
ran onto the firing point, carrying an illegally loaded and cocked
weapon, I tripped and fell. In doing so I involuntarily slammed
the Bren gun hard on the ground, and the impact caused it to fire
one round. This single shot knocked the plate over and won us
the medal. 

I confess that during my service in Suez I did manage to play
in the Battalion cricket team with some success. This was an
experience which I must admit was completely different to the
cricketing world that I normally played in. For example, at the
Battalion end of the scale you have the game during which I
scored 60 n.o. in my team’s total of 79, and my batting average
for the season was 69. At the other, more normal, end of the scale
was the result of a game, somewhere in England, against a Royal
Artillery team. We won the toss, elected to bowl, and got them all
out for an astonishing 12 runs. Our elation was short lived. We
lost by two runs. 

John Fairbanks

THE FAIRBANKS COLLECTION
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Brothers and sisters of 22nd Cheshire Regiment, I thought I
would like to write in the Newsletter and inform you of the walk
I undertook for homeless ex-forces personnel. Money raised
from the walk was to go to “Help for Heroes.”

I first met the guy who is undertaking the almighty task of
walking the coastline of Britain in Bude, Cornwall in December
2012. He is known as “Christian around Britain.” I had the luxury
of staying in a hotel while he slept in a shed at the back of the
hotel. He was in the bar sat by the fire always messing about with
his phone, dressed in combats, and my first thoughts were “local
nutter.” As I was sitting having a beer and sending e-mails to
work, out he went, then back in with his Burgan on, stood in the
middle of the bar and put his arm up and walked out.

Sitting with another pint I asked the barman, “Who was that
nutter?” He explained to me all about it. Then I thought I want to
do some little thing to help this guy with his quest.

Once Christmas was over I sent him a mail explaining that I
wanted to join him to do a bit of a walk/sleep rough to show that
people were totally behind him. March arrived; I went away with
my wife for her birthday and spoke to her about getting things
rolling i.e. sponsors, dates etc.

I set the date for 16th May 2013 to do my bit. I asked people
if they would sponsor me at the end of March till the day I started
the Walk. After the help, support and kindness I received, I took a
late decision to undertake two marathons in two days, so here goes.

I travelled down to Felixstowe on Wednesday 15th May as I
had been following Christian’s progress on the internet and knew
he would be sleeping rough in that area. 

DAY 1
I awoke at 6am and was quite nervous of how things were

going to pan out. Had a couple of photos taken at the start point
at 0715am. Then it was off we go. I walked along the promenade
as far as possible, then had to come inland until I could hit the
coastline again. Things were good - weather warm, tracks not
hard, headphones on - music kept me happy so no dramas! Then
the first bit of trouble: I came inland again, went off line
tramping through fields, but sorted myself out and hit first point
at 151⁄2 miles.

Stopped at a pub – soft drink, sandwich – then off again.
Second stop 20 miles; third stop 24 miles; and then 26 miles; and
then extra yards, few photos taken, ruck sack off and felt like
throwing up everywhere – felt rough.

Went to nearest pub where I sat with a cup of tea – yes tea,
and felt sick again!

Once I was sorted I went to meet Christian in the British
Legion Club at Felixstowe where we sat with other people
chatting about his Walk and his life as a Stafford soldier. It was
then that I presented him with a cheque for £1,329.00 for his
cause which made him smile from ear to ear.

After a couple of beers we set up our basher for the night and
hit the sleeping bags about 11pm — we talked for a bit, then fell
asleep. 

DAY 2
Woke early again - first light. I said to Christian, “stand to.”

Guess what his answer was!! At 6am a guy turned up with a flask
of coffee and had a chat. A bit later on a lady arrived with some
other goods. After that I got the basher down and said our
goodbyes, and off to starting point for the next 26 miles.

It was cold and windy with a little rain and I felt stiff, feet
sore and my wife said, “You aren’t looking forward to this are
you?” “No no no” I replied!

Off I went again along the sea front – you could go for miles
without having to come inland – and hit my first landmark. I was
pleased I had made it so quickly. I headed into a nature reserve
which went for miles and then the problems started. MP3 player
failed on me, my feet were killing me, weather was cold. My aim
was to walk until midday, but about 11am it was time to take
action – I stopped, took my rucksack off and as I couldn’t bend I
literally fell onto the ground. Boots came off, socks came off,
plasters went on and clean socks. Warm hat on, drink and a bit of
chocolate and off again. Two hundred yards later I was sick again!

From then on it was go go go until I came inland for the final
few miles. My wife found me and told me I only had about 2 miles
left to do. I saw the 2 mile post and thought, “god, hurry up.” I then
saw a fork in the road and was told I only had about 200 yards to
go. I remember from my army days if I had a mile to go I would
sprint to the end thinking, “BEER BEER.”  Well the last 200 yards
felt like 200 miles; my steps were getting slower and slower.

When I got round the final corner I saw a video being taken.
I could not even raise a smile at the end, but it was over and so
time to celebrate.

After I settled down and got sorted, it was off to a hotel for
the evening. I had to be helped in and out of the bath and needed
help with almost everything else! My feet were really sore so we
used my wife’s tampax to protect my feet so I could get my shoes
on (just so I could hit the bar!!!! – things I do to get a drink).

Just to recap the story: I did what I set out to do and raise
funds and awareness for homeless ex-army personnel in which I
thank my brothers and sisters of the regiment. It was an honour
to meet Christian but the biggest honour is for me to be a member
of the 22nd Cheshire Regiment Family.

Respect and God Bless to you all. Sam Nulty

THE WALK by Sam Nulty

PTSD RESOLUTION
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling with

nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger issues, or any
of their families being affected by their behaviour, please help
them contact the charity PTSD Resolution (charity number
1133188) on telephone number 0845 021 7873. They will be put
in touch with a local counsellor trained to deal with the
symptoms of post-traumatic stress, and other general mental
conditions. Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief,
immediate, non-intrusive and delivered through a network of 200
therapists UK-wide.
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THE KOREAN WAR (with the benefit of hindsight) by Arthur Clarke

Hindsight is a wonderful gift which most of us possess to an
amazing degree. What couldn’t we have done better than those
who were responsible at the time? But the mistakes which cost
hundreds of thousands of lives in the Korean War seem so
glaringly obvious that it is tempting to think that even we could
have done better.

I must say, at this point, that the views expressed in this
article are entirely my own and do not in any way reflect those of
the editor or any-one else.

As far as I am aware, the Cheshire Regiment per se was not
involved in any way, thank goodness, in Korea, although
obviously, some members may have been on detachment.

No Further Need for Infantry
The first unforgiveable mistake was made by the American

government after the end of World War11 when Harry Truman
and his colleagues Forrestal and Johnson were convinced that
there would be no more ground wars; future wars would be
nuclear or fought by proxy. As a result, the infantry was largely
ignored for 5 years: no new weapons or strategies were
developed; the US Marine corps was reduced to 5 battalions; and
plans were in hand to turn the army largely into a civilian work
force – possibly in uniform. This coupled with Roosevelt’s naive
trust in Uncle Joe Stalin at the Yalta Conference proved
catastrophic in June 1950 when the North Korean armies almost
drove the South Koreans and their American allies out of the
country.

The entire US 1st Marine Division which landed in Korea in
July 1950 consisted of 6 rifle companies of about 7 officers and
255 men each.

The United Nations division, including the Americans, was
equipped with old World War 11 equipment: 303 rifles, piats, KF
uniforms and Sherman tanks. By contrast, the communist forces,
although still using WW11 equipment, were equipped with
AK47 rifles and Russian T34 tanks.

The South Korean army was sent into battle against Russian
tanks armed with satchel charges and suffered over a million
casualties including 250,000 dead, the British contingent
suffered about 5000 casualties including 700 killed.

The reason the North Koreans felt that they could invade the
South with impunity was because Dean Acheson, Harry
Truman’s Secretary of State, declared publicly that South Korea
was of no significance to the interests of the West. As a result, the
communist bloc felt free to include it in their share of interest –
assuming that they would have a free hand.

Traitors at the Highest Level
Another catastrophic failure which led to the war was the

treason of Alger Hiss – Roosevelt’s principal advisor at the Yalta
Conference. He was very influential in persuading Churchill and
Roosevelt to hand over Eastern Europe to the Soviets. When Hiss
was exposed as a Russian agent by Whitaker Chambers, it was
Chambers who was persecuted and given the sack, not Hiss. It
was only 50 years later when the Russian files were made public
that it was revealed how Hiss had betrayed the West and cost the
lives of thousands of our agents and soldiers. 

MacArthur’s Big Mistake
General Douglas MacArthur, the general put in charge of the

campaign, is difficult to assess; on the one hand he had patches
of brilliance in both World War 1 and World War 11 and in Korea,
at the start, could have won the war by driving the communists

back to the Yalu River. But, on the other hand, his arrogance and
hostility towards other commanders, particularly in the
Philippines in World War II, were disastrous. In Korea, he almost
lost the whole war by assuming that China would take no part in
it. “There is no doubt about it, the Chinese will not come in,” he
is on record as saying. All the evidence was available and
intelligence was pouring in but he disregarded it all, insisting that
the PLA (Chinese Army) was no match for the Americans - just
as the Chinese were launching 300,000 tough, battle hardened
troops across the Yalu to drive the American 8th army back to
where it had started.

If the UN had halted operations when the North Korean
army was beaten it would have avoided two more years of war,
saved hundreds of thousands of lives and ensured that North
Korea would not threaten the South for the foreseeable future.
Fortunately for MacArthur, he was able eventually to recover the
situation, launching a brilliant comeback and driving the
Communists back north of the 38th parallel. But it was too late,
the damage had been done.

MacArthur’s Political Conflicts
Unlike Eisenhower, MacArthur was first and foremost a

soldier, not a politician. Eisenhower was both. MacArthur was a
domineering individual who liked to get his own way; he
antagonised Truman and the two fought like cat and dog over
strategy and communist aims. As it was Truman who held
ultimate power and was the supreme Commander in Chief it was
MacArthur who had to go. It is usually stated that the reason he
was dismissed was because of his advocacy of nuclear weapons
against China which the American senate thought would bring
Russia into the war and lead to a nuclear war. But MacArthur
always denied that and the latest revelations seem to indicate that
his dismissal was due more to his refusal to accept the supreme
authority of the politicians.

Does it Matter?
You might wonder what this old, long forgotten war has to

do with the situation we find ourselves in today. I believe that we
can learn a lot from our mistakes in Korea. For a start, we
wouldn’t be having to listen to Kim Il Jong threatening to use
nuclear bombs against the West. I don’t think that Kim Il Jong is
as dangerous as he likes to appear, but that is another story. 

Communism appears to have failed - politically,
economically and militarily; the new enemy of the free world is
undoubtedly militant, fanatical Islam; the militants are a multi
headed hydra and are much more dangerous even than
communism and much wealthier. They make no secret of their
intention to bring the whole world under the domination of Islam
(with themselves in charge, of course) and the imposition of
Sharia law. It appears to us that the West’s support of the so
called ‘Arab Spring’ was incredibly naïve, but not having access
to the papers, one can only assume that they were caught
between a rock and a hard place. Having being involved in local
politics myself for a few years, I am reluctant to pontificate to
MPs or anyone else in authority, knowing how bloody minded
one’s fellow local councillors can be. But that’s another story.

Arthur Clarke

SNIPPETS
Freedom is the right to be wrong, not the right to do wrong.

John G. Riefenbaker
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CORRESPONDENCE

Back Fire on the Bridge
One of the really enjoyable aspects of reading the war stories

in our wonderful Newsletter is that not only can you put yourself
in a particular soldier’s shoes, but when locations where you
served are mentioned, memories (sharpened with age!) come
flooding back.

Harry Conlin’s Londonderry Bridge story brings to mind one
of the many exploits of my erstwhile friend Sgt (as he was then)
‘Hod’ Birkby. He was serving as 8 Pl Sgt whilst the Bn was at
HMS Sea Eagle, which later became Ebrington Bks. In order to
better enjoy ‘down time’ (to use a modern idiom) Hod acquired
an old Hillman Avenger - a banger in the true sense of the word.
Not certain how it was acquired and at the time I thought it
prudent not to ask. That said, down time was at a premium, with
Maj ‘Big Phil’ Oulton commanding the Coy. I still haven’t
forgotten the Coy weekend jolly called ‘weeding the St Columb
Athletics Track’, this in preparation for the forthcoming inter-
Coy athletics competition! Each Pl was responsible for weeding
and clearing one third of the track whilst Coy HQ debated long
and hard how they were going to mark the lanes. We couldn’t
believe the CSM when he paraded the Coy and told us that is
what we would be doing on our weekend off. To be fair I’m not
certain he believed it either. Hearts and minds!

Anyway, back to the bridge and the car. The bridge was/is
two tier. In those days, and perhaps even now, the top tier was for
traffic heading into the town centre and the lower tier for traffic
heading back from the town centre towards Waterside and the
barracks. There were sandbag emplacements at both ends on
both levels, these so the bridge guard could be protected whilst
controlling traffic and pedestrian movement. 

[This bridge across the Foyle was particularly important as
even an IED or obstruction strategically placed could close this
MSR for three hours or more. This would necessitate any
military vehicle, QRF or resupply travelling 20 miles upstream
to the next bridge at Strabane and obviously, a further 20 miles
back to get into the town centre.]

In the meantime, it had been discovered that the banger
could produce a real crack and thump if, whilst travelling at high
speed (35 mph or better!) the ignition was switched off and then
back on again immediately. Being ‘C’ Coy through and through
it had to be tried out on the bridge sentries to see what effect, if
any, this would have. Early runs produced chaos as a bang
entering the bridge on the top tier, followed by another ear-
splitting crack on entering the bridge on the bottom tier had
soldiers hitting the deck and “contacts wait out” buzzing the
airwaves. This, much to the amusement of the car’s occupants
and, it has to be said, recipients at the retelling of the war stories
at bars various.

Oblivious of the danger of a sentry either shooting at the car
or of the use calthrops or a snap VCP, a home run was now the
aim. That is, four bangs - one for each of the four sentry posts on
the same single circuit. Could the top tier sentries get down to the
bottom to get a VCP in place, or could the car be stopped by any
other means? Selecting a starlit early morning, around 0001hrs,
with a ‘need to know’ basis firmly in place to ensure top secrecy,
the scene was set. 

A home run worth four goals for United. Four bangs; two on
top, two on the bottom and – pandemonium! I can see the
perpetrator’s grin now as he relayed the story. Not certain what
happened to the car. I think the riots got a little too serious, both
for these escapades to continue and for any thoughts of an inter-
Coy athletics this particular year. DMO

Dear Editor,
Your readers may recall that I recently produced a booklet

and DVD about the historic sacrifice made by the residents of
Chapel Street during World War 1. I managed to make a profit,
with monies going to the CRA, Royal British Legion and the
Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund.

With the anniversary of WW1 approaching I would like to
issue a final pictorial history of Chapel Street. It will show much
about the Cheshire Regiment and the CRA, as most of the men
from Chapel Street enlisted into the regiment. I hope to produce
an A4, 24-page pictorial entitled “Chapel Street Reviewed –
1914 to 2014.”

I would be very grateful if members of the CRA will
consider purchasing this pictorial history when it is published.
Any profits will go to the Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund.

Peter Hennerley
(Peter made a huge financial contribution to military

charities with his booklet and DVD, for which he deservedly
received the President’s Award in 2012. I hope that you will all
support him in his final endeavour to keep alive the history of
The Bravest Street in England. Ed).

22nd BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The following CRA members have their own businesses.

Members are invited to consider them when looking for services. 

GUEST HOUSES:
Dave Henshaw, The Clydesdale, Paignton, South Devon.
www.theclydesdale.co.uk

Steve Dutton, The Parthian Guest House, Blackpool, FY1 3EU.
01254 404507

Seàn Kelly
Les Ondines, Chambre d’Hôtes B&B, CONDAC 16700, France
www.lesondines.net
Reductions for the 22nd out of season

HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN NORTHUMBERLAND:
Andy Taylor, 07832 249699  www.sandsedgecottage.co.uk

BATHROOMS, TILING AND PLASTERING:
Curt Hodson, Total Tile and Bathrooms, Crewe. 
01270 210230. www.totaltilestudio.co.uk 

Paul Russell, Cheshire. www.russvac.co.uk

HEATING, PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL:
Nick Redgrift, NRG Heating & Plumbing, Wirral
(Gas Safe Registered)
07734 281652 or email nrg4gas@hotmail.co.uk

WEDDING MUSICIAN
Andy Taylor. Live Music for Ceremonies and Receptions. Also
available for Private Parties and Corporate Events
www.solosax.org.uk  Email: andrew@solosax.org.uk
Mobile: 07832249699  Home: 01670 783693

The list does not constitute an endorsement of services
offered. Members wishing to be included in future lists should
send their details to: cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com

Inclusion is restricted to CRA members who are the
proprietor or main owner of a business. Companies wishing to
advertise should contact The Secretary, CRA for details and rates.
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It is strange how some things just seem to follow you around.
I had not known much about Edith Cavell until I visited Norwich
Cathedral last year. Next thing you know I am writing about her
connection with the 22nd, and then in the following issue I wrote
again about her prominence within the WW2 Escape Lines
Memorial Society.

A few weeks ago I had occasion to traverse the Kent and
Sussex countryside aboard the carriages of the Kent and East
Sussex Railway. With some justification the railway advertises
itself as England’s finest rural light railway. Upon arriving at
Bodiam I alighted from my carriage to find myself facing a well
preserved item of rolling stock, standing silently between the
platform and the gift shop. Not being particularly interested in
pre-war rolling stock I was about to turn away, until a sign caught
my eye. The sign pointed directly towards the aforementioned
item, proudly pronouncing that it was the Cavell Van.

Immediately my attention
was caught and I made a
beeline for the open door of
what I soon learned to be a
1919 railway van, designed
to carry mail and luggage
on the passenger trains of
the 1920s.

On stepping into the
van I saw that it was a small
museum and in the centre
was a coffin, or casket,
looking austere yet ornate at
the same time. On perusing
the photographs and
literature on display I soon
learned that this was the
carriage that was used to
transport the remains of
Edith Cavell back to Britain
after the First World War.

Further reading informed me that the Cavell Van was also used
to transport the body of the “Unknown Warrior” upon its arrival in
England from France. Incidentally, the story of how the Unknown
Warrior came into being, the selection process and the memorable
events leading up to its interment in Westminster Abbey can be
read in a small book entitled The Story of the British Unknown
Warrior by Michael Gavaghan. It is well worth reading.

What I found most fascinating was the fact that even though
the van had transported the body of the Unknown Warrior, it was
still known as the Cavell Van. Perhaps an indication of how much
she was revered then, and perhaps even now.

George Szwejkowski

EDITH CAVELL – ADDENDUM No 2

The Cavell Van

Inside the Cavell Van with a replica 
of the coffin that carried the 

Unknown Warrior

2013
12 Jul Regimental Golf Day, Chester Curzon

9 Aug Golf Match
Regimental Golf Society v Eastham

6 Sep Regimental Golf Day, Pryor’s Hayes

7 Sep Officers Association Ladies Dinner, Chester

8 Sep Mons Day Parade and Lunch, Chester

22 Oct Regimental Golf Day, Delamere

26 Oct East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport

2014
15 Feb CRA AGM and Lunch

4 Apr Officers Lunch 
Wellington College, Crowthorne

9 May Chester Race Day

21-25 Aug Centenary of Battle of Mons, Belgium

News of major events is published on the CRA page of
www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk and also on the CRA
facebook page.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013-2014 CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties

by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club. 

Normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS
March
£100 Mr S C Leedham, Runcorn
£50 Mr R J Salmon, Chester
£25 Mr G T Kipps, Chester

April
£100 Mr J Cooney, Birkenhead
£50 Mr W D Fisher, Bexhill-on-Sea
£25 Mr C Lane, Warminster
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OBITUARIES

Harry Conlin
Harry Conlin died on 13th April 2013.  Not for the first time,

he had fought bravely against a terrible illness, but finally he
succumbed with his family around him.

On 9th May a memorial service was held in St Mary’s
Church, Rye, and it demonstrated the regard in which he was
held that so many, from his local community and his family and
friends came to celebrate his life.

A very full congregation learned that Harry spent a relatively
short time in the Army, and the Cheshire Regiment in particular.
In fact we learned that he only served in places beginning with a
“B”, namely Bahrain, Berlin and Belfast.  (Regular readers will
know that this is not strictly true, as in only the previous issue of
this newsletter Harry had written an amusing article entitled
“Stand-off at Londonderry Bridge”).  Colonel Bob Stewart spoke
movingly about Harry’s ability to communicate and get on with
everybody.  He had a wicked sense of humour and Bob recounted
a hilarious occasion when he had been on the receiving end when
Harry demonstrated his own whole-hearted approach to military
discipline.  Harry was totally unpretentious and connected
effortlessly with all whom he met. As a platoon commander
perhaps his most memorable quality was to always do the right
thing, even if this was unpopular with others.

After leaving the Army Harry went on to a varied and
fascinating career.  We heard from his brother John about some
of his adventures and experiences, not least his offer from a
would be African dictator to print himself off a million or two
pounds worth of bank notes in exchange for his services in order
to fund his planned coup.  Throughout Harry’s post-Army career
Harry never forgot his former comrades.  He appeared at
numerous events, including marching at the Cenotaph each year
and attending the 30th anniversary of the Ballykelly Bomb
shortly before he passed away, a testament to his love of the
regiment and those he served with.  As Colonel Bob Stewart said
at the service, he was a gentleman and a gentle man.

Harry was a very keen supporter of the Officers’ Association,
but gave equal support to the CRA and the Southern Region in
particular.  The fact that he was the very first to enrol at the
inauguration of the Southern Region is another indication of his
generosity of spirit. For a man who spent such a relatively short
time in the regiment, his presence made an immense impact and
his loss will be felt in equal measure.

Our thoughts are with Jane, her family and all those who
were fortunate to have known Harry Conlin. GS

Mr Henry Bramwell Dodds BEM
Henry Dodds was a greatly respected and highly valued

member of Chester Branch. I had heard of him from many CRA
members who had met him during the time when the 1st
Battalion was stationed at the Dale, and Henry was the
Sergeants’ Mess civilian caterer. So when in 1998 we heard that
he was available we offered him the post of Bar Steward of the
Branch Club. To our delight Henry accepted the offer and due to
his efforts the Club was soon on a sound financial footing. His
humour and efficiency played a massive part in our success and
in Jan 1999 he was finally persuaded to enrol in the Branch. In
2000, when the Castle premises were closed for refurbishment
Henry, alone and unaided conceived and ran the bar in Gilwern,
the TA Centre in Abbott’s Park. When in 2001 the Castle
reopened the Cheshire Regiment Club was born. Henry’s
qualities were recognised by his appointment as Club Steward.
He remained in that post until his retirement in 2003 when he
handed over to the incoming manager a well organised and sound
business. Henry remained a member of the Branch and since that
time has been a member of the Governing Committee. His input
was enormous, his infectious Geordie humour invaluable, and his
vast experience vital in the continuing success of Chester
Branch. As well as ably performing his duties to the Branch
Henry was also an energetic and hardworking supporter of the
CRA. No task was too small, or too large, and each week he
spent a least one day working around the Castle for the benefit of
all concerned. For example, when RHQ were in need of a cleaner
Henry cheerfully took on the job – and vastly improved the
standard of cleanliness! 

When the Branch suddenly needed a Standard Display Unit
guess who, with no fuss or bother, made one? It was of course
Henry and it is still much in use to this day. In 2006 the CRA
recognised his service to the CRA by awarding him the CRAMC
award. During my life, I have met very few unforgettable people.
One that will definitely remain in my memory will be
hardworking, generous, courteous, willing, loyal, reliable,
trustworthy and ever humorous Mr Henry Bramwell Dodds BEM.

John Fairbanks

LAST POST

Mrs Stella Birkby died 11 Mar 2013 aged 93 wife of the late
Major HG Birkby

Bill Carter died Mar 2013 aged 81 Ex 1st Bn 1950-52

Harry Conlin died 13 Apr 2013 Ex 1st Bn & Depot Lichfield

Henry Dodds BEM died 23rd May aged 73

James Dyke died 4 Feb 2013 aged 94

George Edwards died 1 Nov 2012

David Owen died 10 Mar 2013 aged 71 Ex 1st Bn 1963-79

Tommy Quirk died Mar 2013 aged 76 1st Bn 1957-59

Kevin Slater died 10 Mar 2013 Ex Irish Rangers, 2 Mercian
and 3 Cheshire

Maj Bob Watson died 12 Feb 2013 aged 84 Ex 1st Bn served
in Malaya

Ronald Wright died 25 Feb 2013Some of those who attended Harry Conlin’s memorial service.


