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I do hope that you all enjoyed a good Christmas and that you
are keeping to your New Year resolutions. I think that mine lasted
at least twelve hours!! 

It was not the most memorable Christmas in the
Szwejkowski household, but nevertheless I think that the
highlight was receiving a telephone call from Brigadier Mike
Dauncey DSO. I know that he was very unwell at the time, but
he still had time to think of others. What a true gentleman he is
and what a privilege it is to have him as our senior member.

It has not been a spectacular start to the year. Airports
grinding to a halt at the first hint of snow, our footballers behaving
like, er ....., well footballers, but worst of all from my point of
view was our cricketers getting a reality check in a very one sided
test series against Pakistan. At last, as I write these notes the sun
is shining, the snowdrop has given way to the daffodil and the
blossom is on the trees. Surely the year can only get better?

It was at the very end of last year that I had occasion to be
visiting Sherborne Abbey in Dorset. I was in pursuit of my
favourite topic, the West Saxons, when I noticed the former
colours of the Dorset Regiment spread along the walls of the
abbey. I found it most interesting that beneath each colour was a
short precis of the Regiment’s exploits during the time that each
particular colour was extant. It was a very interesting way of
preserving the Regiment’s history for the enjoyment and
education of the abbey’s visitors. I particularly enjoyed seeing
the following words that I believe were first written by Sir
Edward Hamly when he saw some old colours of the 32nd of
Foot in a Monmouth Church:

A moth-eaten rag on a worm-eaten pole,
It does not look likely to stir a man’s soul,
Tis the deeds that were done ‘neath the moth-eaten rag,
when the pole was a staff, and the rag was a flag.

I was very pleased to see that Peter Hennerley received a
very well deserved President’s Award at the CRA AGM. His
work in organising the blue plaque for “The Bravest Little
Street,” his production of booklets and a DVD and the small
matter of raising thousands of pounds for charity into the bargain
demonstrated his vision, single-mindedness and tenacity that is
absolutely outstanding. Well done Peter. 

In this issue we do not have our usual Chairman’s Column
because everything that he wished to say is incorporated in his
report to the AGM that you can see elsewhere in this issue.

The deadline for the June issue is 16th May 2012. Please
send your contributions to me at: The School House, Dartmouth
Road, London SE26 4RD. My telephone number is: 020 8291
9225. You can also e-mail me at: george.szwejkowski@sky.com.

As always the opinions expressed in the articles in this
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
policy and views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the Regiment.

EDITORIAL
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that they matter to the county. I am incredibly proud and
humbled at the levels of support and recognition that the
regiment has in the county – in all corners. The affection and
regard that the county had for the Cheshire Regiment has been
transferred intact to the Mercian regiment. Moreover the
generosity of the county is impressive, with over £85k raised last
year in charitable donations.

Life never stands still and I remain convinced that the
Mercian regiment is a fitting body to take forward the traditions
and ethos of the Cheshire Regiment and I know that the Mercian
regiment is proud of its Ever-Glorious past and the support that
it receives from the CRA

Gen Skempton then handed the meeting over to the
Chairman, Mr P J Gresty.

2. Apologies for absence were received from Brigadier M D K
Dauncey DSO, Brigadier W K L Prosser CBE MC, Brigadier A
J MacG Percival OBE, Brigadier A R D Sharpe OBE, Mr Percy
Cooke, Mr Alan Rowe and Mr Bill Helliwell.

A roll-call of Branches was taken, Birkenhead, Chester,
Macclesfield, Nantwich, Southern Region, Stockport, Stoke on
Trent, Tranmere and Walsall Branches answered.

3. Minutes of the previous AGM
The Chairman explained that the proposal to place a CRA

Memorial in the NMA has been put on hold due to changes
within the NMA management structure and a subsequent review
of policies. Once these matters are resolved, we will proceed.
With no further matters arising, it was proposed by Major Ron
Goodwin MBE and seconded by Mr Dave Clark that the minutes
of the 2010 AGM be accepted as a true and accurate record.
Carried. 

4. CHAIRMAN’S AGM REPORT
18TH FEBRUARY 2012

Welcome to the CRA Annual General Meeting for 2012, and
thank you for attending this afternoon, we have decided to trial
going away from the evening meeting and see what members
think of it. AGM’s are never the most entertaining of events but
as a registered charity they are something we have to do. 

It is disappointing that our President is unable to be with us
today but I am sure you will appreciate that as a serving officer
he has a job which is sometimes unpredictable. On your behalf
though I would like to thank General Skempton for presiding
over today’s meeting at short notice.

Once again I would like to thank, on everybody’s behalf,
those members of the Association who run the CRA branches
and associated groups around the country for the time and effort
you put into ensuring branches and the CRA continue to survive,
your dedication is appreciated.

As you have just heard 1 Mercian (Cheshire) are currently in
Kenya as part of their pre-deployment training and will be
mobilising to Afghanistan for another tour of duty on Op
Herrick. I am sure all members of the CRA will offer the same
level of support that we saw during their last operational tour. 

The period since the last AGM has once again been a very
busy and successful time for the CRA with some excellent
memories to file away for a rainy day. Some of the event
successes of the year, to name a few, have been:

MINUTES OF THE CRA AGM

THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2012

THE REGIMENTAL CLUB, CHESTER

57 Members attended.

1. Opening Remarks
The meeting was opened by Major General Keith Skempton

CBE a Vice-President of the Regimental Association, he
presented Brigadier J P S Donnelly’s apology and regrets before
giving a report on his behalf:

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
The Mercian regiment continues to go from strength to

strength, nearly five years after its formation. Since 2007 the
Regiment has forged a strong reputation as an operationally
focussed and successful organisation with all four battalions
making a successful contribution to operations in Afghanistan.
The 1st Battalion is currently in Kenya preparing to deploy to
Afghanistan in the Autumn for its second tour, the 2nd Battalion
is currently in Afghanistan on its fourth tour of duty, the 3rd
Battalion returned from a very successful tour in November last
year and the 4th Battalion has been supporting operations since
its formation and has an unrivalled reputation in the TA for
professional excellence. Next year the Regiment will be formally
presented with new colours for all four battalions, which will
provide an opportunity for a great celebration.

The 1st Battalion is currently in Kenya preparing for its
deployment to Afghanistan later this year. Last year, in its
recovery year, proved to be another busy and successful year,
which included the award of two MBEs, two MCs and two
QGMs on the operational honours and awards list for the tour of
Afghanistan and also WO2 Henry was awarded the US Army’s
Bronze Star for Valour for his gallant actions working with the
US Marine Corps. A great achievement, coming on top of the
Sun Millies “Best Unit” award.

The battalion has played plenty of sport (as you would
expect) and has been particularly successful in the boxing ring.
After a very good inter-company boxing night last March, the
battalion was challenged to a contest by 1 SCOTS in Edinburgh.
The battalion duly obliged and travelled to Edinburgh and wiped
the floor with 1 SCOTS in an impressive display of ring-craft that
would have brought a smile to Ron Goodwin’s face. However,
the story does not end there, as 1 SCOTS was keen for a return
fixture to restore its pride. So several; hundred Scotsmen
ventured down the A1 to Catterick just before Christmas for a
rematch. I am delighted to say that it was a wasted journey and
they returned to Edinburgh with their tails firmly between their
legs – 5:1 the worse. Boxing is rapidly becoming the regiment’s
sport, but with a motto like “Stand Firm, Strike Hard” it stands to
reason. I should also mention that Private Amir Unsworth, a
professional boxer, is a member of the 1st Battalion.

I cannot go into the details of the battalion’s deployment for
obvious reasons, but the deployment shows that the battalion is
highly regarded. The battalion is currently in Kenya doing its
low-level training before doing a series of graduated build up
exercises in preparation for the deployment in the Autumn. As
with the tour in 2010, the support of the county is of paramount
importance to the well-being of the soldiers. It matters to them
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MINUTES OF THE CRA AGM (continued)

• Regimental Race Day 
(again estimated as more than 400 people), 

• Malaya/ Singapore Reunion held in Walsall (100 approx)
• 60th Suez Reunion 

(80 approx and held in the Association club)
• Regimental Society Golf Days (An ever increasing number

of members playing)
• Blackpool Reunion (200 approx) 
• Mons Reunion (100+ approx) 
• East Cheshire Reunion (175) and the;
• Droppin Well Memorial (25 approx)

Once again these, and many other, events have been reported
upon in the Association Newsletter which George Szwejkowski
continues to edit and publish on our behalf. The newsletter
continues to be a great asset to the CRA and we owe our thanks
to George for the hard work and the not inconsiderable amount
of time he puts into making sure we have an interesting
newsletter that has something for everybody, George is now
producing 4 issues of the newsletter a year. 

The CRA page on the Cheshire Military Museum website
continues to be our shop window for the electronic world and
advertises our future events, electronic copies of the newsletter
and the CRA constitution. It is used very successful to get details
of future events out to members and Face Book also continues to
advertise Association events, particularly to the younger
members, and once again is credited with ever growing numbers
at Race Day.

The review of the legacy funding from The Mercian
Regiment has finally been completed and at the recent meeting
of the Regimental Council of The Mercian Regiment it was
announced that although we would still receive £10K for the
financial year of 2012/2013 the grants going forward would
reduce year on year and finish completely in the financial year
2017/2018. Details of the grants will be published in the minutes
of the next CRAMC Meeting.

You will hear shortly how the Association is performing
financially but on your behalf CRAMC continues to support
everything that we supported before the amalgamation namely
Mons, East Cheshire, Over 90’s hampers and the Droppin Well
Memorial and of course we will consider any reasonable request
from branches.

On your behalf I would like to thank the Management
Committee, CRAMC as they have become known, for the work
that they do behind the scenes in ensuring that the CRA has been
able to carry on after amalgamation as it did before. In particular
I would like to thank all members who are coming to the end of
their 3 year stint for the service they have given to CRAMC. I am
glad to say that they all agreed to put themselves forward for re-
election, as you will see from the agenda there is a requirement
to elect members to CRAMC this evening, so we will find out the
results then.

Sincere thanks are also due to our secretary, Major Eddie
Pickering, not just for keeping us on the straight and narrow but
also for managing the Association Club so effectively. Eddie
makes being the chairman of the CRA a lot easier by his
organisation and administration but he does need your support
and feedback to offer the service you want and need.

I must sound like a broken record when I say for the fourth
year on the trot that the club remains a concern but Eddie
Pickering and Iggy Jones continue to work tirelessly to provide
the best service with the resources available to them and the

success of the club is a credit to both of them. Eddy continues to
tell anybody that will listen that if we only had a small number
of additional customers every week we would not have any
concerns over the profitability, could I make a plea for you to
support the club whenever possible and see if we can make a
profit in this financial year.

This year sees the CRA planning for all of our normal events
and reunions and importantly the 30th Anniversary of the
Droppin Well Bomb which will be an emotional occasion for all
members who remember that terrible event.

I mentioned last year that our affiliation with HMS
Ambuscade is still going strong and I am glad to say that
following the success of last year we will be seeing some of their
association members at the Races in May for a second year.
There are some changes to the format of the race day this year
that need to put in place and I will ask Eddie to brief everybody
on what is going to happen. I would stress that the changes are at
the request of the race course and Eddie will do everything in this
power to make it as painless as possible for everybody attending.

Gentlemen the CRA remains on a firm footing with our
affairs and finances being managed in accordance with the
Charity Commission requirements, and the CRA constitution. 

I have had the pleasure of serving as your chairman for a 4th
year and look forward to doing so for another year, having said
that my work now entails a great deal of international travel
which means that I may not be able to attend as many events as
I would like and it is for this reason we have a proposal to appoint
a Vice Chairman from the elected members and relieve the
pressure on me.

Peter Gresty

5. The Secretary’s Financial Report
The Secretary presented the final accounts for the 12 months

ending 31st October 2011. He apologised that due to a copier
malfunction there were not sufficient copies of the report
available for the meeting. He explained that in addition to the
CRA account, the Club account and the Officers Association
account are also included in the figures presented. Copies will be
forwarded to Branch Secretaries and anyone who requests one. It
will be available for viewing on the Charity Commission website
in due course.

The Secretary explained some of the items of expenditure
and together with the Chairman, answered questions from the
floor.

Maj Goodwin asked if we still had the affiliation card with
Bank of America, it was confirmed that we do and still receive
royalties from it.

It was proposed by Mr George Szwejkowski and Mr John
Cooney seconded the proposal that the Accounts for the period
ending 31st October 2011 be adopted. Carried.

6. Election to CRAMC
The Chairman reminded the meeting that six places on the

Cheshire Regiment Association Management Committee were
vacant. He explained that only all six existing members had been
nominated for re-election and there was one new nomination. An
election was held 105 members cast 519 votes. The following
members were elected to CRAMC to serve until Meeanee 2015:
Mr J Cooney, Maj J S Holden TD, Mr J A Jennings, Mr A
Kennedy, Mr K Parsonage, and Mr D J Waring. Mr J Woolley
was not elected.
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MINUTES OF THE CRA AGM (cont)

7. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the Accounts
It was proposed by Mr Terry Finlay BEM and seconded by

Mr Denis Rochell that McClintock & Partners be appointed as
Independent Examiner of the Accounts. Carried.

8. Propositions
The Chairman proposed by that the rules of the CRA are

amended to allow a Vice Chairman to be appointed by the
President from the elected members of CRAMC, Mr Alan
Jennings seconded the proposal. Carried.

9. The President’s Award and the General Peter Martin
Award

The President’s Award was given to Mr Peter Hennerley for
his fund-raising as a result of his work on the history of Chapel
Street and in recognition of the positive way he represented the
CRA.

The General Peter Martin Award was made to Capt John
Bigland in recognition of his outstanding work with the
Regimental Golf Society.

10. Date and time of next meeting
As the timing of this year’s meeting was an experiment, the

Chairman invited a vote on whether to hold it at 1200hrs or
1800hrs.

In accordance with the majority wish, the next meeting will
take place in Chester on Saturday 23rd February 2013 at
1200hrs.

T E PICKERING
Maj (Retd)
Secretary

CARE HOME FEE REFUNDS

Today, it is believed that as many as 800,000 people in care
could have been denied the financial help they may be entitled to.
Many people paying for care homes have had to sell property or use
their savings or pensions to pay for their own care. Although each
case is treated individually, in some situations people have been
unfairly asked to pay hundreds of thousands of pounds in care fees!

The NHS has set aside a budget of £11billion to refund care fees
which were paid by patients who can show that they had or have a
Primary Health Need for care, the cost of which should have been
met by the NHS. At its conception, the NHS made a promise to
make healthcare free for all at the point of need. Even if you or your
loved one was assessed before being asked to pay for care, it may be
that the assessment followed did not meet legal requirements. 

There are companies now who can help get people whose care
is ongoing to be reassessed and any overpayment refunded, or where
the person who paid for care is deceased. Teams of medical experts
and lawyers can examine your case, including any previous
assessments for continuing healthcare, to ascertain whether the
correct procedures were followed and that the outcome was fair and
justified and they can also help the Executors of the Estate claim
back money which should have been passed onto family and friends.

Are you entitled to a refund?
If any of the points below apply to you, you may be entitled to a
refund:

• You or your loved one paid for care

• You have the legal authority to act for the person in care

• The person in care has or had a primary health need (e.g. they
have Alzheimer’s Disease and are not safe to live at home, or they
have had a stroke and can no longer look after themselves).

• The person in care had to sell property, use their pension or
savings to pay care fees.

Sources of advice
• Alzheimer’s Society

• Help The Aged website - Help with nursing care costs, England,
Wales, Northern Ireland (and personal care in Scotland).

• Help the Aged also offer a Senior Line on 0808 800 6565 for free
advice on financial matters.

Other sources of advice:
Direct Gov website.

SNIPPETS
Alleged transcript of a radio conversation between a US
Navy ship and Canadian authorities off the coast of
Newfoundland in October 1995:
Americans: Please divert your course by 15 degrees North to
avoid collision.

Canadians: Recommend YOU divert YOUR course 15
degrees to the South.

Americans: This is the captain of a US Navy ship. I say
again, divert YOUR course.

Canadians: No. I say again, YOU divert YOUR course.

Americans: THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS
LINCOLN, THE SECOND LARGEST SHIP IN THE
UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET. WE ARE
ACCOMPANIED BY THREE DESTROYERS, THREE
CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT VESSELS. I
DEMAND THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15
DEGREES NORTH, THAT IS ONE-FIVE DEGREES
NORTH, OR COUNTERMEASURES WILL BE TAKEN
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THIS SHIP.

Canadians: This is a lighthouse, your call.

Captain John Bigland with his General Martin Award
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I now know, dear reader, that you are the only one in the
CRA who bothers to read this! Thank you, I will try not to detain
you for too long, because I know you want to get to the
interesting bits like your branch’s notes or Mr Fairbanks’s
ramblings…

CHESTER RACES – FRIDAY 11TH MAY 2012 –
IMPORTANT CHANGES

Although there is no Cheshire Regiment Cup Race, the
Racecourse Company have kindly permitted us to pitch our usual
tent in the centre of The Roodee. They will NOT however, allow
us to sell alcoholic drinks in that tent, although they are happy for
us to give them away as hospitality.

Even though the prospect of free beer is a cheering thought,
the Cheshire Regiment Association cannot afford to do that. We
have therefore decided that in exchange for “donations” of £5,
£10, £15 etc, members will be given vouchers up to those values
which identify them as “Sponsors of the CRA” and once on the
Racecourse, they can go to the Regimental tent and exchange
them for drinks. Under no circumstances can anyone pay for a
drink with cash.

This change is a minor inconvenience to everyone attending,
but as Race Day is one of the CRA’s favourite days out, it is
better that we co-operate and keep the tent, than to refuse to do
so and lose it.

There is a letter with a tear off slip enclosed with this
newsletter.

THE CHESHIRE MILITARY MUSEUM
The Museum tells the story of Soldiers of Cheshire, your

story whether you come from Cheshire or not. In order to
survive, the Museum needs support in the form of visitors,
volunteers, “Friends”, artefacts and anecdotes. Recent requests
for all of these things through the pages of the Newsletter have
produced nothing and it causes me to wonder how much longer
the Museum will be able to survive such indifference. 

CLUB NEWS
Dave Beech, the Assistant Steward, decided to retire and

pulled his last pint just before Christmas. I would like to record
thanks to Dave for his support to the Club over many years and
hope to see him on the other side of the bar for a change. We
welcome Gary Roberts in his place.

The Pearson Trophy lager did not find favour (or is it

flavour?) with our regulars and has now been replaced with
Foster’s and our eclectic selection of bottled ales is attracting
more and more discerning imbibers. The Club still struggles to
break even and could do with regular support, I often muse that
just 4 or 5 new faces every Friday night will make the difference,
so what about it? 

MONS 2014
The Centenary of the 1st Battalion’s heroic stand at

Audregnies on 24th August 1914 will be commemorated on the
battlefield on 24th August 2014, the CRA is organising a 4 night
visit to Mons and the region to coincide with this. Please contact
RHQ if you wish to have details of the itinerary and cost.

ARMED FORCES PENSION SCHEME - 
PRESERVED PENSION

If you served between 6 April 1975 and 6 April 2005 and
were discharged before completing 22 years service, it is
possible that you have earned a preserved pension payable at age
60. 

The Armed Forces Pension Scheme 75 provides for pensions
to be preserved for payment at age 60 for all those discharged
over the age of 26 with a minimum of 5 years service. On 6 April
1988, the qualifying period was reduced from 5 to 2 years and
the age criterion was dropped. Preserved pensions have to be
claimed at age 60. However, you can claim your preserved
pension sooner if you become permanently incapacitated. You
should apply in writing to:

The Service Personnel and Veterans Agency
Pension Division
Mail Point 480
Kentigern House
65 Brown Street
Glasgow
G2 8EX

Telephone 0800 085 3600 (enquiry service)
E-Mail JPAC@afpaa.mod.uk

When writing to them, ensure that you give them your
Number, Rank, Name, Regiment and Date of Birth, this will help
them to find you on the database.

VIEW FROM THE CASTLE
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CHESTER BRANCH
Greetings from sunny Chester. We hope that everyone in the

CRA had a wonderful Christmas and are looking forward to a fun-
packed year. The Branch festive functions were very successful. We
had a well-attended and enjoyable Christmas Sunday lunch and a
week later a very successful Grand Draw at which the substantial
buffet provided by Olivieris of Birkenhead proved to be really
excellent. The mulled wine and mince pies got the proceedings off
to a good start. With aid of Eddie Pickering and his Hot Shots (both
of them!) we managed to ‘sing’ a few well known carols. Indeed
one unbiased spectator claimed to have identified the words of at
least one famous air but he was unclear as to which tune they were
being sung to!! The draw passed off without incident. John Murphy
recovered his winning ways by proving to be the evening’s prize
magnet with Martin Walker running him a close second. However
there was a reasonable spread of the sixty available prizes amongst
the assembled multitude and, above all, everyone had a good time. 

January 28th was the date of the Branch AGM. It was
disappointing that only eighteen members attended, we had hoped
for a better turnout. However, we were pleased to see Peter Gresty
and Alan Kennedy who made the trip from Stockport. These two
stalwarts helped in the debate over a proposal to increase annual
subs, for the first time since 1994. After an animated discussion the
meeting agreed unanimously that the subs would be increased from
£5 to £8 per annum, the increase to take immediate effect. The
committee was re-elected to serve for another year with Terry
Finlay appointed as Vice Chairman. 

We are anticipating a good year and are planning a full
programme of events. In the meantime we wish all our friends and
comrades good health and good luck in 2012.

John Fairbanks

ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
Greetings from Ellesmere Port. I have to report that member

Les Stuffin is now out of hospital and back in Whitby House
Care Home, Pooltown Road, Ellesmere Port.

On December 21st forty-eight members, friends and
supporters sat down to enjoy our Branch Xmas dinner. Once
again an excellent branch event. Thanks to Tom Simkins and his
music equipment we were kept well entertained. Our resident
MC Harry Goodenough kept things moving with his music quiz
etc. It is said that behind every successful man you will always
find a woman, likewise, this applies to our Branch.

We are tremendously lucky to have a very active ladies’
section, headed up by Shirley Dempsey and Brenda Hannigan,
always there on the front line. After dinner our Branch President
George Ford paid tribute to them all by presenting bouquets of
flowers to Shirley and Brenda.

Our raffle, with forty-two prizes, donated by members,
boosted our funds quite substantially. Well done!

January saw our Branch AGM. At the agenda item –
“appointment of officers for 2012” a proposal came from the
floor that the officers currently “in harness” carry on, approved
by a unanimous show of hands. Secretary thanked members on
this show of confidence.

Member Frank Grieves addressed the meeting where he
thanked secretary and all members for the outstanding support
shown to him on the sad loss of his wife, Mary, in mid December. 

Our next Branch meeting agenda will consist, mainly, of
planning our events for 2012. Gordon Kipps

KIRKHAM BRANCH
I have not been able to attend the branch meetings since last

November as my wife has been ill. The branch Christmas walk-
about went down well, with all members, families and friends all
having a great night out.

The branch AGM was held on 17th January at the Stables
Hotel, Kirkham. Members voted to keep the same committee,
who have done such a good job over the years. Branch secretary
Rick Burchett, Branch chairman Noel Brookes and Branch
treasurer Bill Birkett. The members are all looking forward to the
next day out at the Race day at Chester on 11th May.

John Gibson

NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
The Branch continues to have excellent membership and

attendance at our monthly meetings, held in the Crosville Social
Club, situated in Chester Street, Crewe. As always there is much
lively discussion and humour with the meetings ably chaired by
Harry Tomkinson.

There was an excellent attendance at the pre-Christmas
dinner, held at Ye Olde Manor in Crewe, which had again been
organised under the direction of our vice-chairman, Brian
Billington. The event incorporated toasts, proposed by the branch
president, Ray Stafford, to HM The Queen and the CRA.

Some of our members continue to be unwell and “Thinking
of You” cards have been sent on behalf of the branch. Bill Corn
will have celebrated his 90th birthday on 12th March,
congratulations Bill – a celebration is called for!!

There was again an excellent attendance at our AGM held in
January, when reports were given by our president, chairman and
treasurer. The yearly accounts were also presented and approved.

Branch officers elected for the year were: President – Ray
Stafford MBE; Chairman – Harry Tomkinson; vice-chairman –
Brian Billington; Treasurer – Dave Waring; assistant secretary –
Major Jim Salisbury; PR officer – Ray Stafford; almoner – Peter
von Hoffman. The branch standard bearer is Dave Waring and the
deputy standard bearer is Wilf Burgess. We hope that the post of
secretary will be filled at our meeting in February.

Details of the branch activities and events for the year,
including a visit to the National Arboretum, are being formulated
as these notes go in the post. The events will no doubt include
visits to Chester Races, Malaya and Singapore Reunion, Mons
Parade and lunch and the east Cheshire reunion.

The branch continues to meet by kind permission, in the
Crosville Social Club, in Chester Street, Crewe on the last Tuesday
of each month, from 7.30 p.m. Meetings commence at 8 p.m. and
new members are always welcome. Do come and join us.

Ray Stafford

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

SNIPPETS
During training exercises, the lieutenant, who was driving
down a muddy back road, encountered another jeep stuck in
the mud with a red-faced colonel at the wheel.

“Your jeep stuck, sir?” asked the lieutenant as he pulled
alongside.

“No,” replied the colonel, coming over and handing him the
keys, “Yours is.”
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SANDBACH BRANCH
Our local Remembrance parades went very well and were

very well attended, more so than in past years. 
Craig Roughley laid the wreath at the Cenotaph and Tony

Beckett was the standard bearer and very smart too. Len Davies
made a friend for life – he became very close to Brian Thorley –
I don’t wish to elaborate. 

From all accounts the members from Sandbach who
travelled to Belgium, organised by Tranmere branch, enjoyed
themselves. The only little mishap was down to Brian Thorley
leaving his suit bag on the coach again, second year running - age
related we think.

Our Christmas shopping trip to Bolton market went well. It
was nearly a sell-out and was enjoyed by all. Our Christmas
dinner was enjoyed by all who attended. Numbers were down
this year; it was a struggle to sell tickets as people don’t want to
pay for class food at £22 a head so next year someone else can
have a go. 

Eric Palin had quite a long spell in hospital. He had caught
some virus and was in intensive care for a long time, but now he
is home and on the mend we wish him well. Charles Sullivan has
been in and out of hospital since Christmas but hopefully he is
now on the mend. Percy Cooke has had an operation on his hand
and will be out of order for the next few months we wish him all
the best.

Bye for now. God bless all serving soldiers and their families
and all the best to members of the CRA.

Dave Beech

SOUTHERN REGION
The first event of this year was our annual general meeting

when we learnt that our chairman for the last ten years or so,
Captain Angus Pritchard-Gordon, was standing down due to his
commitments overseas. We are very grateful to Captain Harry
Hewitt, who has kindly stepped into the breach, ensuring an
almost seamless transfer of power. We are grateful to Angus for
all that he has done for the branch over the years and look
forward to seeing him whenever he returns to our TAOR. To
thank him for all his efforts the Branch President, Brigadier Tony
Twiss presented Angus with a set of hardback copies of Ever
Glorious.

Needless to say all the usual suspects were re-elected to the
committee at the AGM and we all look forward to working with
our new chairman.

On 25th February we enjoyed another excellent Meeanee
Ladies Dinner in Knightsbridge. Our thanks go to Trevor Taylor
for once again pulling off another wonderful event. We are
grateful to Brigadier John Donnelly CBE and his wife Jenny for
being our guests and for giving everyone an update on the CRA
and the 1st Battalion in particular. During the dinner he was
presented by the Rainham Masonic Lodge with a cheque for £250
that went directly to the Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund. It is
wonderful to have such generous support from the most
unexpected sources. The raffle also raised the wonderful total of
£520 that went directly to Row2Recovery, the disabled rowers
who are attempting to raise £1 million towards service charities.

We now look forward to the Army v Royal Navy rugby
match at Twickenham on 28th April and we hope to have our
usual contingent at Chester Races in May.

Our next meeting will take place in the WOs & NCOs’ Mess
of the Mounted Regiment, Hyde Park Barracks, Knightsbridge at
7pm on Thursday 26th April 2012. Please feel free to join us.

George Szwejkowski

STOCKPORT BRANCH
On Sunday 11th December members joined their old friends

of the OCA in Ashton-under-Lyne for their annual Christmas
party. The beer flowed well at a £1 per pint. We tucked into a
superb buffet and joined in the quiz on 50 years of Coronation
Street. Each team also had to sing a verse of “A partridge in a
pear tree”, known as “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, between
each set of questions, to build up the Christmas spirit.

On Sunday 16th December 22 ladies of the branch sat down
to their annual ladies Christmas dinner. They were wined and
dined in the Mary Ward Suite, waited on hand and foot by Maître
De Alan Kennedy and his able bodied team of Geoff Price, Dave
Broomby, Roy Porter, Angus Butterworth, Jim Clare and Ken
Hampson, whilst the rest of us tucked into a buffet in the upstairs
lounger, washed down with a pint or two. This dinner rounded off
another busy and eventful year of branch activities.

To start off the new year members attended the Meeanee
Service at Capesthorne Hall, along with Macclesfield branch
members. Colonel Bromley-Davenport, now Lord Davenport,
made us very welcome for the short service in the estate chapel.
It was then on for lunch in the Flowerpot Public House where a
splendid roast dinner was enjoyed in congenial company.

On 29th December branch members attended the funeral of
Bob Ingham, who served in the Royal Signals attached to our 1st
Battalion in Malaya 1959-1962. The chapel was packed with
Bob’s friends and colleagues. Five standards were on parade, led
in by Malaya Veterans’ standard carried by Alan Kennedy.
Congratulations to Peter Hennerley on his President’s Award for
his commitment and service on raising funds for the CRA, RBL
and Mercian welfare with the DVD on Chapel Street veterans of
WW1.

On 3rd February members attended the funeral of Major
Tom McIntyre JP. Tom served for 32 years (1948-1980) in the
Tank Regiment, 7th Bn Cheshire and the Greater Manchester
Army Cadet Force. Tom was my Colour Sergeant in the 1960s in
the 7th Bn and had a wicked dry sense of humour. He will be
missed by one and all.

Keith Mort

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

The outgoing chairman presented with a set of Ever Glorious 
by the Branch President
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TRANMERE BRANCH
As it will be March by the time you read this issue of the

Newsletter it is necessary to recap on events since Issue 10
published in December 2011.

Joe Cotgrave and I attended the Ballykelly memorial service
again this year, our old pal Tony Baker was very disappointed
that he was unable to travel; Joe and I never understand a word
he says anyway, coming from Tam’uth and all.

The fortitude and cheerfulness of the families never ceases to
amaze me on these memorial weekends, they are an example to
us all and a pleasure to be with. The church service was well
organized as in previous years, with the Standards on parade and
the eulogies well presented. I have always wondered why people
are not more vociferous during the hymns on occasions like this
but found it very difficult to sing the words to the organ music;
the only ones who managed it were the choir. Alan Jones and
myself, like the rest of the congregation had to give up.

This year Ballykelly Branch had difficulty financing
transport, which is understandable. The best way around this
problem is to apply for a grant from the CRAMC of say 50% of
the cost and members attending pay the other 50% between
them. This year there will be many more attending than normal
so this problem needs resolving.

Our thanks go to all concerned at the Branch for a well-
organized weekend and for making us welcome.

The Christmas social and prize draw is always a hectic time
for me, Joe, and Val Cotgrave. Joe and I do a lot of travelling and
spend many hours getting the best value for a £1000 worth of
quality prizes. Val adds a much-needed woman’s touch by
making them presentable and festive. We then proceed to hurry
home and get ready and back to the venue for the night’s
activities. As usual the artist and buffet were excellent and the
feedback I have is that everyone had a very enjoyable evening.
All the hard work Joe and Val put in before and during the night
is greatly appreciated.

All Branches in the Association can only exist by their
member’s willingness to contribute.

For the first time our Branch will be having a dinner night to
commemorate Meeanee, preceded by our monthly meeting. This
will consist of a 3-course meal with table wine, then entertainment
later. This function will be partly subsidized from Branch funds.
This is the second time in 5 years that our treasurer has had a
generosity attack and I am getting a bit worried about him,
however, well done Alan Rowe, I am sure we will all enjoy it.

If all goes well perhaps this will become an annual event!
Our best wishes go to Tony Baker, get well soon old son, and

we hope all CRA members and the 1st Battalion have a safe and
happy 2012. YNWA. Rusty

WALSALL BRANCH
The remembrance parade was well attended and anyone who

could walk marched to the cenotaph and the other members and
ladies were waiting with the vast crowd to add support to the
service. The people of Walsall and the surrounding areas
certainly turn out to show respect to the fallen. 

December weather this year didn’t hamper our Christmas
dinner dance as last year’s snow caused us to have to cancel at
the eleventh hour. This one went really well and 68 people sat
down to enjoy an excellent four course dinner with red or white
wine to sharpen the palette. Entertainment was provided by
Steve Black who in his heyday had sung with the group
Showwaddywaddy. Everyone enjoyed him and rock-and-rolled
until the shortage of breath or hips and knees ceased to function.
The mind is willing but the body is weak. 

Unfortunately one of our members has resigned from the
branch for personal reasons but I hope he still keeps in touch with
the CRA. 

We only have 6 members attending the AGM Meeanee lunch
which is our lowest attendance ever. Why? Our attendance at the
January meeting was up slightly and we hope we can get back up
to full strength throughout the coming months. We miss you lads. 

The next event we hope to attend will be the race day when
I do my duty and donate my money to sick animals.

Reg Smith

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

BOOK REVIEW by George Szwejkowski

RIFLEMAN
by VICTOR GREGG

As I have got older, and perhaps even wiser, I have noticed
that after every major military event the senior commanders have
always been very quick to rush out their memoirs and tell the
public how they won the war.  It has been very much later (with
a few exceptions) that “Tommy Atkins”  has got to have his say.
Quite often, as in the case of Victor Gregg, it has been almost
accidental that their story has been told at all.  

I am an avid reader, usually with three or four books on the
go at any one time, depending on my mood and amount of time
to spare.  It is not often that I read a book from cover to cover
without any literary distractions, however this is one of those
infrequent occasions.

Victor Gregg first put pen to paper in an attempt to leave a
memoire of his life for his grandchildren.  It was only as a result
of a meeting with Rick Stroud, who was researching his own
book on the Western Desert, that Victor Gregg’s exploits have
come to light.

The book really is an easy and interesting read.  It gives a
close insight into his life and hardships as a young child, through
his enlistment and his service in North Africa, Europe and his
capture at Arnhem.  We learn of his time as a POW, experiencing
the terror of the bombing of Dresden before being liberated by
the Soviets.  The story does not end there and we learn of his post
war activities behind the iron curtain.

Victor Gregg had many faults that he readily admits to in his
book and perhaps this is what makes the book all that more
endearing.  It is possible that some stories, particularly in the
latter part of the book, might be taken with a small pinch of salt,
however his refreshingly honest appraisal of himself and his
almost deceptive laconic style still manages to paint a powerful
picture for the reader.

It is one of the best books that I have read in recent years and
I am very happy to recommend it.

George Szwejkowski
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ROYAL GUARD OF HONOUR FOR HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

On the 6th May 1972 the Queen travelled from London on
the Royal Train to Runcorn to officially open the new Civic
Centre. 

The Guard of Honour on that day was from The (Cheshire)
Mercian Volunteers. The guard was formed up on the approaches
to the station and the turnout and drill was of a very high
performance.

The honour of being selected for the task was in many ways
extremely important. Some three years before the day, the
government had set about virtually destroying the Territorial
Army. The county was split with the loss of the 4th Battalion
(Cheshire) in Birkenhead, Chester, Ellesmere and Crewe and the
formation of the 4/7th Cheshire. Men became Medics, Yeomen
and RAOC (later RCT). Even further cuts followed with the
Yeomanry cut down to a Cadre!

It was only in late 1971 that the new Mercian Volunteers
came into being. Based in Ellesmere Port and Stockport, Crewe
and, I believe, Macclesfield. It was recorded at the time the men
flocked back to their old Cheshire units and within four weeks
were back to full strength!

So of the men who formed the Guard that day some 80 to
90% were ex Cheshires, either regular or national service. They
still knew how to drill and have a very smart turnout.

The inspection of the guard by the Queen was conducted by
the Guard commander for the day, Major Bill Jones.

It was a wonderful occasion for our relatively new unit and
to top it all we wore the Oak leaves in our cap badges, a battle
honour from many years ago for defending the then king who
was protected in an Oak tree by a Cheshire unit .

The men on parade really enjoyed the day and whilst most of
that guard are now in their seventies or eighties, it’s a day they
will never forget. Bill Jones

Major Bill Jones escorting HM The Queen

Can anybody recognise themselves?

And here?
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SUEZ EGYPT

Our arrival at Hodsons Camp was memorable because of the
tirade of x-rated abuse that we were subjected to by our new
comrades. The gist of this greeting was that we “sprogs” should,
as soon as possible, make every effort to get our knees brown. 

As I dismounted from the three-tonner I literally fell at the
feet of the most fearsome NCO in the First Battalion, Provost
Sergeant Joe Kerrigan. On other occasions I would have admired
his dexterity with a pace stick, but not at this particular moment.
One skilful prod in my midriff had the desired effect, and I was
up in one. 

However my early encounter with the provost was to become
even more alarming following my interview with the Adjutant,
Captain David Owen. Having perused my record, and after
asking several questions about my job as a locomotive fireman
on express passenger trains, Captain Owen declared that I was
ideal material for the Regimental Police. The Provost Sergeant
did not appear to rejoice on hearing the good news and muttered
something about getting all the crap. He then marched me, no ran
me, to the guard room at such a pace that, if he had not made me
mark time a dozen times, I would have broken the record for the
100 metres, even though I was dressed in boots, puttees and
carrying a pack. On reaching the guard room and meeting my
fellow members of the police, otherwise known as the Gestapo,
life took a turn for the better. My new colleagues wasted no time
in informing me of the advantages of being a Regimental
Policeman. We were not allowed to do camp guard duties,
fatigues and most other aspects of soldiering, including running
around the desert like mad dogs. This was particularly good news
as on the coming Saturday the final race of the current Pearson
Trophy season was to take place. 

When the induction briefing was over and I was considering
the pros and cons of my new employment, the Provost Sergeant
arrived. He introduced himself by giving us all a good rollicking
for not springing to attention quick enough – he was obviously a
man who demanded obedience and respect from his underlings –
and continued by explaining what our role would be in the
security arrangements for Saturday’s race, which would largely
take place outside the safety of the camp perimeter. Joe finished
the briefing by warning us what our futures would hold should
we in any way jeopardise his standing in the battalion. At this
point it was clear to me that Joe liked an audience, especially a
captive one. He was undoubtedly an impressive figure and one of
the few Second World War soldiers in the battalion who had
fought through North Africa, Sicily and the nightmares of
Salerno.

At 1000 hours on the morning of the race the battalion
assembled outside the main gate. I noticed that many of them
were browner than the natives and some had more wrinkles than
a walnut. I had heard that many of them had served for two years
or more without any leave. To them R & R meant a visit to the
NAAFI for a chip banjo. They looked mean and hard and were
obviously the top dogs and definitely the ones to befriend,
especially should my duties entail closing the canteen bar, which
was akin to the Christians being thrown to the lions in a Roman
amphitheatre, but I digress. The Commanding Officer, dressed
for running and carrying a large red flag appeared, escorted by
the Regimental Sergeant Major, Ginger Birkby MM. As part of
the final preparations the RSM informed the battalion that the
CO would go forward a short distance, approximately fifty yards
and start the race by dropping the red flag. Just before the start

the RSM told me to double forward to the camp perimeter and
being armed, my job was to shoot anyone who posed a threat to
the runners. I was reassured in the knowledge that I was not
expected to shoot the stragglers!! Looking back towards the
massed ranks of runners it seemed to me that the CO had
misunderstood the RSM regarding the fifty yards, or he was the
worst judge of distance on the planet. He was closer to me than
he was to the battalion. The dropping of the flag was greeted by
a huge roar as the stampede began. The troops took about ten
minutes to pass my position, and although engulfed in a huge
cloud of dust, they had enough breath left to give me plenty of
verbal abuse. I returned to the guard room in time to witness the
bulk of the battalion finishing. 

The provost Sergeant then shouted out “Bogey Time” and
began apprehending anyone who failed to beat the bogey time.
The Provost Sergeant read the riot act to the late finishers and
gave them the glad tidings that they would parade the next
morning to repeat the run. He also gave me the excellent news
that I would have the honour of running with them to ensure no
cheating or skiving. So my first run in the desert was to be a jog
behind the also-rans, but it was quite educational. The course ran
around the outside of the Brigade camp past an array of tents,
with many of the occupants lining the perimeter ready and eager
to ridicule us. The Enniskillen’s were in particular good form,
they not only cast doubts about our English parentage but added
to the abuse by throwing rocks and shouting something about a
place called The Boyne.

On reflection I feel that I was one of the lucky ones, being
on the last draft, as having to do eighteen months or more in Suez
was no picnic. It was no wonder that the national servicemen in
the battalion felt so aggrieved regarding conscription. The
announcement that the battalion would return to England in July
1954 was gratefully received by all ranks. We were to be relieved
by the Royal Scots who were enjoying a two year holiday in
Hong Kong. We felt sure they would be certain to enjoy their tour
amidst the sand, heat, smells and all-conquering flies of the
Canal Zone. 

AROUND THE WORLD WITH THE 22nd – AND PEARSON by Bill Helliwell

Bill Helliwell – Gate Duty – Cairo Road, Egypt 1954
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I looked eagerly forward to returning to Lichfield,
disembarkation leave following a much anticipated ten days on
the cruise liner, sorry troopship, SS Empire Fowey. The provost
staff were given quick access to the ship because we were
escorting six prisoners. These unfortunates had been caught
smoking in the latrines by the Provost Sergeant when they should
have been on guard duty and were duly secured in the brig which
was situated in the bows. The ship’s RSM instructed us that,
other than fatigues, the detainees would only be allowed one
hour’s exercise a day on deck and would be guarded by the
Regimental Police until arrival at Southampton. I considered that
having to remain below in the bilges, whilst the rest of the
battalion lazed about on the decks, to be a great injustice. It
would not have happened in Captain Bligh’s day. He would have

paraded the battalion on deck, lashed the offenders to the mast
and allowed the provost staff to give them six slaps with a
knotted rope and then let them rejoin their mates on the troop
decks, thus allowing the police to enjoy some real tanning time.
Instead we spent the entire voyage home in the only part of the
ship that seemed to enjoy being permanently below the water
line. It also meant that I would look a right prat on New Brighton
Beach looking like a cross between a lemur and a zebra. 

However, Utopia was on the horizon. Three glorious weeks
at home with Jean and Philip before rejoining the battalion at
wonderful Whittington Barracks which, though built on the same
design as Walton Jail, was definitely a great improvement on
tents.

Bill Helliwell

AROUND THE WORLD WITH THE 22nd – AND PEARSON by Bill Helliwell

The Troopship Empire Fowey that brought Bill and his comrades back from Suez

ALAN – THE 22nd, AND THAT WINK by Rusty Cooney

Not many people know that my brother Alan served with the
Battalion as a civilian!

In the summer of 1964 he arrived unannounced on my
doorstep in Hiltrup, the married quarter area near Munster. He
spent the first week looking around Buller Barracks, observing
how we soldiered and joining in many of the sports. He was 18
years old at the time and also learned how to down a few pints of
Amstel in the Corporals’ Mess with my mates and me.

It transpired that we were away on manoeuvres the following
week and I was in a bit of a quandary about leaving him behind.
Much to my relief, Brigadier Dauncey, our CO at that time, came
to my rescue. He had Alan to sign a form absolving the military
of any responsibility regarding accidents etc., ordered that he be
properly kitted out and attached him to my platoon in B
Company. 

We had a rigorous but great week jumping, sometimes
falling out of our APC (PIGS) practicing section and platoon
attacks and honing our skills on night patrols.

Arriving back in barracks covered from head to toe in mud
and soaking wet, Alan, grinning from ear to ear, declared that he
was going home to sign on for the Cheshire Regiment. He re-
joined us after completing his basic training and I was very proud
when he, later, joined me in the Sgts’ Mess under the “tender”
care of RSM Helliwell.

Alan made some great friends in the Battalion, Ron Evans,
Kevin Allmark, Geoff Blackshaw, just to name a few.

On 23rd May 2011, after a harrowing phone call, I arrived in
South Carolina – Alan was in intensive care. His friends and
family travelled from the UK, Michigan and Australia to be with
him. We spent nine heartbreaking days and nights hoping that he
would come out of his coma; he was on a life support machine.
The grief around his bedside was tangible but we all helped each
other to keep our spirits up. His daughter Mandy, sons Alan and
Jon were united and showed great fortitude during this trying
time.

The day before I was due to fly back to the UK a most
wonderful thing happened, a little miracle really. I was talking
(well shouting really) to Alan when he opened one eye and
recognized me immediately; the look of amusement and
confidence he gave me was staggering. He then gave me an
incredibly reassuring wink before slipping back into a coma.

At 0100hrs on 4th June (while at the Norbreck Reunion) I
was informed that he had passed away.

My parents had three sons who served in the 1st Battalion;
my elder brother was in Suez. Mother was very proud of the
Cheshire Regiment and used to make a huge fuss of Nev Ratuga,
Fred Harrison and many others who spent their leaves at my
home.

I suppose that one has to move on and remember the good
times, and in particular my younger brother and THAT WINK.

Rusty
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In the 1980s, I was living in a village close to Normanton on
Soar in South Nottinghamshire. The owner of the local garage,
who had grown up in Normanton, mentioned to me one day that
there was no memorial to the men of the village who had been
killed in the Second World War. His brother had been killed in
the North Africa landings and, as far as he knew, there was no
public recognition of his death anywhere. As I had been a post
graduate research student at Nottingham University for some
years I offered to do a bit of research and try and discover who
had been killed. After extensive enquiries, it emerged that his
brother was the only one from Normanton on Soar, out of all
those who had served, who had been killed. Nevertheless, we had
a small memorial tablet made and we held a dedication service in
the parish church where this tablet, bearing his brother’s name,
was installed on the wall, underneath the plaque giving the
names of those who had been killed in the First World War.

In April 1993, my family and I moved to Arnold, a district
just north of Nottingham. In 1914, Arnold was a large village of
some 4,000 people but in the years following World War I the
population grew considerably and in 1993 numbered about
21,000. Since 1919, on every Remembrance Sunday, a service
had been held in the parish church to remember the men who
gave their lives for their sovereign and country in The Great War.
A small chapel in the south aisle of the church was dedicated in
1920 as a memorial chapel with a plaque, on which was inscribed
the names of all those who fell, some 284 men. 

Strangely, there was no memorial anywhere to the men who
had died in the Second World War. There was no plaque and no
record of those who had laid down their lives. Having done the
research in Normanton, even if it did only yield one name,
inspired me to do something about the situation. Being a former
soldier in the Cheshire Regiment myself, I felt that a grave
injustice was being done which needed rectifying as quickly as
possible.

I made an appeal for someone to help with the project.
Someone who would write to all the regimental associations,
contact the editors of various local and national newspapers,
approach local firms, schools, boy scouts associations and as
many other organisations we could think of, who might
conceivably have some records of former members, employees
or students who had been killed in the 2nd World War. The local
borough of Gedling, in which Arnold is situated, had two War
Memorials, but again, they only contained the names of those
who fell in the 1st World War.

A lady who had just lost her job, volunteered to help –
remember this was 1993, before the days when everyone had a
computer. And so we set off on a mammoth search. I was
working in a very busy job – often 12 hours a day – and had little
time to spare for the project, but being familiar with research
techniques and having done the same thing before (in a very
small way), I was able to direct the operation. Over the next six
months, this lady and I (individually, not together) contacted
every organisation and firm we could think of, put letters in quite
a number of newspapers and magazines and visited several
Regimental Headquarters. We received dozens of heartbreaking
letters from widows, mothers, brothers, sisters etc giving detailed
accounts of their particular relative’s death in the war, often
describing poignant memories, childhood adventures, call-up,
even intimate courtship details.

Eventually, we concluded that we had come to the end of our
search and decided to compile a Memorial Register. However,
having read through so many moving letters we felt that we

couldn’t just write a name in a book and leave it at that. So we
decided to compile a Memorial Register giving full details of all
the men of Arnold who fell in the 2nd World War and subsequent
conflicts (up to 1993) giving the name, rank, number, unit,
squadron or ship, age at death, details of how and where and in
what action each man was killed, home address and next of kin.
One family lost 3 sons: one in a Japanese prisoner of war camp,
one in the Royal Navy, and one in the Gloucesters in Korea. We
also decided to have a Memorial Plaque made, and installed
underneath the First World War plaque in the parish church.

I often used to cycle or walk round the streets of Arnold
looking at the houses where a man who had been killed grew up.
I looked at the bedroom window and the garden and imagined
him living there as a child – his hopes and aspirations for life.

At the end of our search in January 1995 we had come up
with 84 names. The First World War tablet had 284 names on it
– and it was a much smaller village in 1914-18. 

The project generated tremendous interest in the area – it
was amazing how many people remembered, were connected
with or related to those who had died. We had to decide what to
do next. We obviously had to erect a memorial tablet, produce a
book etc. but how should it be done? The numbers of people who
would want to attend a service in the church would have filled it
several times over. The next stage was quite momentous.

Due to the enormous interest generated in the town, and
further afield, by the project, we knew that we would have to
limit the number of people attending the dedication of the
memorial to the immediate relatives of the fallen.

We employed local craftsmen to make the Memorial.

The War Memorial in Arnold
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Immediately it was finished we sent out invitations to as many
relatives as we could find and, almost without exception,
everyone invited applied for a ticket.

The day chosen for the dedication was Sunday 7th May
1995, the same day that the National Service of Thanksgiving
commemorating VE Day was being held in St Paul’s Cathedral.
We were very fortunate to secure Sir Michael Nall to give the
Dedication address. Sir Michael was a former regular naval
officer who served on HMS Hood until 6 weeks before it was
sunk in May 1941 and then on destroyers for the remainder of the
war.

The church was packed for the service, which we combined
with a VE Day 50th anniversary service. Afterwards, people
stayed behind to study the Memorial which had been inscribed,
like the older one, with the names in completely random order,
without giving any indication of rank, which we felt to be
appropriate.

The next job was to complete the Memorial Register which
we had decided to compile. This Register would contain the
name, rank, number, unit, squadron or ship, age at death, details
of how, when and where and in what action each man was killed,
home address and next of kin. In addition, one of the more
moving and poignant letters we received, which, remember, was
written 50 years after the event, was framed and placed on the
window ledge next to the Memorial Tablet on the wall.

Sunday 20th August 1995 was the day on which
Thanksgiving Services were being held all over the country to
celebrate the end of World War II and VJ Day. We decided to
make use of the celebration service to present one bound copy of
the Memorial Register to the local library, one copy to the Arnold
branch of the Royal British Legion and one copy to be kept in
church. I had a copy produced for myself which I still have in my
desk.

The Member of Parliament for Gedling, the Hon Andrew
Mitchell, read the lesson and Col. Stephen Clark, local president
of the Far East Prisoner of War (FEPOW) association gave the
address.

We had spent quite a lot of money on the project and took a
collection at the service to try and recover some of our outlay.
People were incredibly generous and the final sum far exceeded
our expenses. We paid all our bills and gave the surplus to
military charities.

Some two or three months after the service, I received a
telephone call from a man telling me that his mother had just
died. I went round to see the family and immediately recognised
the man. He told me that he had been at the Memorial dedication
with his mother and that his father had been killed in February
1944 at Cassino. He said that attending the service and seeing her
husband’s name on the plaque had given her a great sense of
peace and she had told the family that she was now ready to die. 

About two years after the Memorial Tablet and the Registers
had been dedicated, the president of the Arnold branch of the
Royal British Legion approached me and raised the question of
getting the names of those killed in World War II engraved on the
blank North face of the stone obelisk in the town park, which
commemorated those killed in the 1st World War. I was only too
happy to go along with his suggestion and immediately gave my
permission. One or two members of the Legion and myself set
out to get the job done. Gedling Borough Council generously
agreed to pay for the cost of the engraving. When the Monument
was complete we organised a parade through the streets of
Arnold led by the band of the South Notts Hussars. Standards

were carried, representative sections of the regular army and
navy, TA battalions, cadet units and Royal British Legion plus
several non-military youth organisations contributed a marching
contingent and all ex servicemen and women were invited to
parade informally behind the more organised marchers. Many of
those people who wanted to come to the dedication service in
church, but had to be excluded because of lack of space, were
able to come to the service in the park.

Sir Andrew Buchanan, the Lord Lieutenant of
Nottinghamshire and ex Coldstream Guards, performed the re-
dedication of the Memorial Monument. It was a glorious October
day for this final act of remembrance and brought the whole
enterprise to a very fitting conclusion just over 50 years after the
end of World War II.

Arthur Clarke

ARMED FORCES DAY
DINNER DANCE

The Stockport Branch is organising a dinner
dance to celebrate National Armed Forces Day,
to be held at The Armoury, Greek Street,
Stockport on Saturday 30th June 2012.

Tickets for the event, which will include a three-
course dinner, will cost £25 each.

Dress code will be Regimental or black tie and
the event will start at 6.30 p.m., finishing at
midnight.

If you would like to book tickets, or have
further questions, then please contact:

Paul Lomas  07712 897847
(evenings and weekends only)

Hazel Lomas  0161 486 6054

Or e-mail hazellomas@hotmail.co.uk
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
SMOKE SCREEN

During the course of a Friday evening in the club, as well as
sampling various alcoholic beverages and relishing one of
Linda’s delicious suppers, much conversation takes place. As the
poker dice make their way round the table, bringing untold riches
to some and insolvency to most, many ex comrades are often
affectionately remembered and their exploits recalled. 

Last week, as I sadly watched a sizeable chunk of my
financial holdings vanishing into alien pockets, one such name
that arose was that of Tom Whitehouse. Many who read this
piece will have their own memories of Big Tom. If they served in
Berlin they may have had personal experience of his unique
method of persuading soldiers to vacate their beds at reveille.
This he did with the assistance of two vicious beasts which he
always said were nothing more than a couple of harmless
puppies! There is no record of any sleepy soldier hanging around
long enough to dispute this claim! 

There are other men who may have played basketball against
the amiable giant, as I once did. It was a memorable encounter,
like trying to get hold of a ball lodged in the top most branches
of a sizeable tree. And if any of you played against him at hockey,
as I did on a concrete pitch in Selerang Barracks, Singapore, you
probably still bear the scars! 

However, my favourite memory of big Tom concerns an
incident which occurred during an exercise which took place in
the Arabian Desert in 1953. We had spent many endless days
scouring the wilderness for a company of Marine Commandos
who were acting as enemy. To keep us on our toes we had been
continuously fed lurid tales of the need to avoid being captured
by the marines due to their reputed un-gentlemanly way of
treating their prisoners. And so it came to pass that after ten
fruitless days of searching we were manning a defensive position
on top of a ridge which commanded excellent views of the
surrounding desert. It was midday, the sands shimmered in the
heat, most of the troops had been stood down, and the cooks were
busy preparing lunch. Tom and I had drawn the short straw and
were on sentry duty in the forward trench. Suddenly and totally
unexpectedly, from out of the seemingly empty desert, a horde of
screaming, pick axe handle waving marines erupted and charged
towards our position. Instinctively those manning the forward
defensive line reacted as one man. They leapt from their trenches
and fled. All except Tom and I. He seized a two inch mortar and
as fast as I could supply him with smoke bombs he fired them
almost vertically into the air so that they landed amongst our
onrushing assailants. By now an umpire had appeared on the
scene and screamed, “Cease fire, you might kill somebody!”
“That’s what I’m f…….. trying to do!” yelled Tom, because on a
previous occasion he had sampled marine hospitality and had no
wish to repeat the experience! 

SAUCY MADAM
During the run up to last Christmas Amelia, our youngest

grand-daughter, was given the chance to assist in the preparations
for the festivities. Having learnt to read, and to do grown-up
writing, for the very first time she was allowed to open the
Christmas cards as they arrived and arrange their display.
Naturally she read every item and absorbed the sentiments
expressed by the senders. So much so that when we received a
beautifully decorated hand-made card from her we were highly
delighted. Because laboriously written in the newly-learnt,
joined-up writing the sentiments expressed read, “To Grandma
and Grandad. Merry Christmas with lots of love from Amelia and

Family!” This incident told us that there can be no doubt that
Amelia is absorbing knowledge like a sponge and is not afraid,
given half a chance, to put her new-found knowledge into
practice. 

This growing trait was first noticed one day last summer,
whilst on holiday in Germany. Amelia became bored out of her
mind and Opa took pity on the youngster and asked her if she
would like to help prepare the evening meal. She jumped
willingly into action, because back home one of her favourite
ways of ‘helping’ Mummy was with the cooking. This ‘help’
usually involved redecorating the kitchen and anyone in the
vicinity with copious coatings of flour etc. On this occasion the
main ingredient of the meal was pasta so Amelia decided to make
a special pasta sauce. The ingredients she used were, and still are,
top secret, but included what can only be described as generous
quantities of a variety of hot chilli and curry powders. Being
extremely brave Opa volunteered to be the first to taste the
culinary masterpiece and duly swallowed a spoonful. He then
had to sit for a while with streaming eyes, gasping for breath, and
quite unable to speak. He only regained the power to express
himself after drinking several glasses of ice cold beer. As his
breathing returned to normal he hoarsely suggested that Amelia
should give a name to her wonderful sauce. She was delighted
with this honour and duly pronounced that henceforth her
masterpiece would be called “Who dares – wins!” 

John Fairbanks

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Dear Editor,
I have been trying to locate Sgt. Dave (Zeke) Collins who

served with the battalion. in Malaya 1957.
He was on the MT as Tech. Store Sgt and I was his Cpl. We

ran the stores in Segamat & Selarang Barracks for the duration in
Malaya.

Zeke took over from Sgt Joe Hadley in the Tech. Stores and
was promoted Sgt when Joe went on to other things.

Zeke came from Broxbourne in Hertfordshire. 
If anybody knows of his whereabouts my telephone number

is 01260 253460
Paul Hadfield

Dave (Zeke) Collins
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Dear editor,
My name is Jeremy Brodie. I was commissioned into the

Cheshire Regiment in (circa) 1962. My father was Major General
Tom Brodie.

In April I visited South Korea on the occasion of the 60th
anniversary of the Battle of the Imjin River 1951, where my
father was the Brigadier in command of the 29th Infantry
Brigade, 1st Commonwealth Division and took part in this
memorable battle (Glorious Gloucesters etc). I joined a trip
organised by the British Korean Veterans Association, who very
kindly allowed my brother and me to join them for a week,
visiting No-mans Land between North and South Korea, the
battlefields of the Imjin River, Solma-Ri and Gapyeong, War
Memorials and attending many dinners!

We visited the United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Busan.
On a large memorial there, there was, amongst many others, this
inscription to a solitary officer from the Cheshire Regiment, 2nd
Lieutenant C D Rudge. 

I just wondered if you might be interested in publishing this
and invite any of the members to comment as to why Rudge is
apparently the only Cheshire to have died in Korea and the
circumstances of his sad, solitary death.

Yours sincerely, 
Jeremy Brodie

A little bit of research shows that 2nd Lieutenant Rudge was
attached to the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers when he was
killed in action on 25th April 1951. He was aged 20 and has no
known grave. I have asked RHQ to check whether he is listed on
the regimental memorial in Chester Cathedral, of all those killed
post 1945 (Ed).

CORRESPONDENCE

2nd Lieutenant C D Rudge, commemorated on the plaque at Busan

Lt Peel in his Dingo

Dear Editor,
Further to my earlier letter I just found this amongst my

hundreds of Malayan army pictures. It shows the then Lt.
Richard (Dickie) Peel with his interpreter Suntok Sunny Singh in
a Daimler Dingo at Bn.HQ. Segamat 1958/9. In the background
is a Bedford RL Armoured 3 tonner that had the universal

nickname of ‘The Pig’ because of its vague similarity to that
omnivorous mammal. I do not recollect Lt Peel’s talents
extending to Dingo driving, I may be mistaken, but think that this
photo was for kudos purposes back in the UK !!

Kindest regards,
Paul Hadfield
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LAST POST

Sidney Addiss died Dec 2011 2Bn WW2 
He was Maj Gen Martin’s Batman on the Normandy Landings

George Blackhurst died 23 Feb 2012 aged 91 Ex 2nd Bn
John Gregory died 10 Dec 2011
Tom Hodgkinson died 22 Feb 2012
Geoff Holland died 10 Dec 2011 aged 74 Ex 7 Bn  1956-61
Robert (Bob) Ingham died 19 December 2011 R Sigs 1960-66
attached 1st Bn  Cheshire Regt in Malaya

Gordon (Shady) Lane died 19 Dec 2011 aged 75
1st Bn 1955-56 Corps of Drums

Major Tom McIntyre JP died 21 January 2012aged 81 
served 1948-80 with Tank Regt, 7th Bn Cheshire Regt & 
Gt Manchester Cadets  

Tom Sharp died Aug 2011 Ex Bandman
Ron Taylor died 01 Mar 2012 Ex 1st Bn Suez 1947-52
Joe Young died 4 Dec 2011 aged 69 Ex 1st Bn 1960 – 69

2012
12 Apr Regimental Golf Day Prestbury
13 Apr Officers Association Lunch, Crowthorne
11 May Chester Races
18 May Regimental Golf Day Eaton
16 Jun Malaya & Singapore Reunion, Pelsall
4 Jul Regimental Golf Day Chester Curzon
7 Sep Regimental Golf Day Prior’s Hayes
8 Sep Officers Association Ladies Dinner, Chester
9 Sep Mons Day Parade & Lunch, Chester
27 Oct East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
9 Dec Droppin Well 30th Anniversary Memorial

Service, Ballykelly
2013

15-17 Feb Meeanee Reunion, Blackpool
2014

21-25 Aug Centenary of Battle of Mons, Belgium

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012-2014

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties

by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club. 

Normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS
November
First Prize (£100) Mr A Rowe, Prenton
Second Prize (£50) Mr C J Carress, South  Norwood
Third Prize (£25) CRA Stockport Branch

December
First Prize (£100) Mr J A Jennings,  Altrincham
Second Prize (£50) Col A Hayes-Newington, Fordingbridge
Third Prize (£25) Mr K H Hett, Wrexham

January
First Prize (£100) Mr R J H Hinett,  Nantwich
Second Prize (£50) Mr A Swindale, Market Drayton
Third Prize (£25) CRA Stockport Branch

CHESHIRE GOLF

May I start by wishing all of our 22nd Golfers a Happy New
Year. 

The new season will soon be on us, so the following is the
planned programme for the various events.

April 12th - Prestbury,
May 18th - Eaton.
July 4th - Curzon. (Chester)
Sept 7th - Pryors Hayes.

The match against Eastham is 10th August.

As clubs get more and more “Picky” about numbers booked
against how many play on the day, we really do need you to have
cheques into Sue at RHQ at least a week before the game.

I would remind all that dress for dinner is jacket and tie
(Trousers optional!). Those requiring buggies need to make their
own arrangements but Prestbury and Curzon have low
availability.

Looking forward to seeing you over the season and
remember we welcome new members who have 22nd service,
past or present!

Best wishes from John Bigland and Bill Jones

THE SEPHTON TROPHY

The Sephton Trophy is a charity rugby league match held in
the memory of the late Private Tom Sephton. This year it will be
held on Saturday 30th June (Armed Forces Day) and is intended
to raise money for SSAFA Forces Help.

The event takes place at:

Crosfields ARLFC
Crosfields Recreation Ground
Hood Lane North
Great Sankey
Warrington
WA5 1ET

This year there will be two events, as follows:
1 p.m.       - 1 Mercian RL v 1 Lancs RL
3.15 p.m.  - Crosfields ARLFC v Royal Engineers RL


