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It seems like only yesterday that I was writing the editorial
for my first issue of this newsletter. I likened my first editorial
attempts with a long journey that began with a single step. Now,
suddenly it is my tenth issue and I feel that I have taken a few
faltering steps along the way. How the time has flown. 

I was fortunate to have the time to attend both the Mons
Reunion and the East Cheshire Reunion this year. I think it is
commendable that so many make great sacrifices and travel long
distances in order to attend these events but it is such a shame
that others do not seem to make the effort, particularly as Major
Eddie Pickering, Major John Holden, Alan Jennings and many
others work so hard behind the scenes in order to organise these
important events. The numbers for Mons in particular is
dwindling, which is such a pity as we approach the centenary of
that feat of arms. It would be wonderful if everyone could make
a sustained effort in order to keep this reunion going until 2014.

May I take this opportunity to remind everybody to try to
keep to the newsletter deadlines? Although I can sometimes slip
in items attached to an e-mail, I do not have the time to juggle
with contributions written in long-hand that arrive a week, or
more after the deadline. I won’t mention any names.

Speaking of deadlines, the deadline for the March issue is
16th February 2012. Please send your contributions to me at: The
School House, Dartmouth Road, London SE26 4RD. My
telephone number is: 020 8291 9225. You can also e-mail me at:
george.szwejkowski@sky.com. 

In the meantime I wish you all a merry Christmas and a
happy and peaceful New Year. George Szwejkowski

The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are those
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and views,
official or otherwise of RHQ or the Regiment.

It is that time of year when those who are still in employment
leave the house when it is dark and find it is still dark when they
get home again in the evening and those who have retired think
about staying warm. The temperatures have already started
dropping as have the leaves from the trees which means that we
are getting closer to the AGM in February, between now and the
AGM of course we have the Christmas and New Year celebrities
to look forward to. It seems strange writing about Christmas,
New Year and AGM whilst we are still in November but each and
every one of these events will be upon us before we know it.

It now seems that I am on a plane each and every week
travelling for work lately and on top of this I am fitting in an
extra flight on the weekend of 3rd/4th December when I, and
other CRA members, are travelling across to Ballykelly for the
annual Droppin Well Memorial service which will take place on
Sunday 4th December. As many of you are aware next year is the
30th Anniversary for this event and I would ask you consider
attending, not of course to celebrate but to join with relatives of
the fallen and remember the single biggest loss of life the
Cheshire Regiment suffered since WWII.

We have had a fairly quiet period since the last newsletter
with the summer months being enjoyed by all members of the
association. The East Cheshire Reunion was a very good
occasion attended by over 170 who all enjoyed a few drinks and
the hot pot supper, thanks to Alan Jennings and John Holden for
organising such an enjoyable event. Members of the association
attended local services of remembrance in and out of the county
and also attended cenotaphs as far afield as the Greek Islands
(Paul Hilton), Belgium (Tranmere & Kirkham Branches), Malta
(Stockport & Tranmere Branches) and Australia (Derek Sykes).

As I said in the last newsletter we have 6 members of
CRAMC who are reaching the end of their 3 year term at the
AGM and I am pleased to say that all those who are finishing
their term have volunteered to stand again if elected, this along
with another volunteer means we will have a postal vote before
we gather in February.

As we approach the end of the year Lynne and I would like
to wish all members of the CRA a Merry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous New Year. Peter Gresty
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The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimental-
associations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/Mercian.aspx
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at RHQ wish all members of the CRA, their families,
and all Mercian soldiers, a very Merry Christmas and a
happy and peaceful New Year.



back in the UK and will attend both of these events dependent of
course on the airlines.

4. Secretary’s Financial Report
The Secretary spoke about the difficulties of organising the

Mons Day lunch in St Mary’s Centre and stated that we will have
to revert to the Guildhall. He then presented the current financial
statement covering the CRA and the Club together with a
breakdown of expenditure for the CRA financial year to date.
The year ends on 31st October. He answered questions regarding
specific items of expenditure.

Mr Jennings asked for a grant of £495 to fund the band at the
East Cheshire Reunion. This was agreed.

5. Future Events
The following events were discussed:
a. East Cheshire Reunion. 29 Oct, Mr Jennings gave an

update. Numbers are down on previous years with just
175 tickets sold to date. 

b. Ballykelly Memorial. 4 Dec. Nothing further to report,
however it is understood that Limavady Branch are
unable to organise transport this year. The Secretary
agreed to contact the branch to find out more.

c. AGM and Meeanee Supper. 18 Feb 2012. Maj Holden
asked if we should consider holding the event earlier in
the day because of the difficulties some members had
driving at night. Following discussion it was agreed to
trial for 2012 that the AGM takes place on Sunday 19th
October at 1300hrs followed by a buffet lunch to which
partners may be invited.

d. Mons Reunion. The Secretary explained the
implications of the new MOD Instructions for Bands
and that we may be faced with a bill for marginal costs
for future parades. In view of the shortage of manpower
to assist in the setting up and cleaning up, it was agreed
to hire The Guildhall for the Mons Luncheon.

6. Election to CRAMC
It appears that all members of CRAMC wish to stand for

election; in addition there has been one other firm nomination.
This means that a ballot will be held. There was a discussion
about the number of vacancies for the coming year, originally it
was intended to have the same number occurring each year in
order to provide a continuity of experience and we now have a
situation where all but 2 members are elected in the same year.
Maj Holden and Mr Jennings volunteered to serve for a shorter
term if elected in order to rebalance the numbers each year.

7. Medals
The Secretary spoke about the wearing of medals at CRA

formal events, he reminded the committee that it was CRA policy
to discourage the wearing of commemorative medals on parades
and reunions. Only Campaign Medals, Orders and Decorations
properly awarded should be worn. He also mentioned that there
appeared to be an increase in the number of 1977 Silver Jubilee
medals being worn. Those who were serving at the time will
recall that fewer than 10 medals were awarded to each unit. He
pointed out that to wear medals which have not been awarded is

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD AT RHQ
CHESTER ON SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2011

Present: Mr J Cooney, Maj J S Holden TD, Capt A W
Hughes, Mr J A Jennings, Mr A Kennedy, Maj J Salisbury, Mr M
K Walker, Mr D J Waring, Maj T E Pickering MBE (Secretary).

Apologies were received from Mr P J Gresty, Mr K
Parsonage.

1. In the absence of the Chairman and with the agreement of
the members, Major Holden took the chair.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Mr Cooney asked that the sum allocated for the Mons 2014

Commemoration be classified as a loan rather than a grant, this
was agreed. Maj Salisbury suggested that MRA be approached
for financial assistance, it was agreed that it should be
considered. Mr Cooney proposed and Mr Walker seconded the
proposal that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the
meeting. Carried.

3. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman asked that the following report be entered:
“We have had a fairly quiet period since the last CRAMC

meeting however there have still been a fair number of events
going on, these included the Ellesmere Port Branch services at
the Boat Museum and Whitby Park, the Chester Branch Dinner
Dance, the Stockport Branch St Julien Service and Lunch, the
Mons Service and Lunch and the Band and Drums Dinner held
in the CRA Club. I am told that everybody who attended the
events enjoyed themselves as normal.

The Mons Service and Lunch was a great success and we
owe our thanks to Eddie Pickering for making all of the
arrangements for us, it was enjoyed by all who attended. During
the lunch we awarded a certificate of thanks to Mrs Lynne
Szwejkowski for the work she does with the Southern Region,
the award was a complete surprise as we had not released the
news beforehand.

We had hoped to be able to report on the planned visit to the
NMA as discussed at previous meetings but after finally being
able to organise a visit they postponed the visit at the last minute,
we are now arranging for another date when we can do the recce
and we will be in touch with members as soon as possible. This
is of course to do research for the positioning of a memorial at
the NMA.

Some good news on the horizon is that the legacy funding
from the Mercian Regiment will remain at £10,000.00 for a
further year before it is reviewed, this was mainly due to the
planned meeting between the finance committee and the
chairmen of the antecedent associations not taking place. Again
I will keep members up to date with developments as they come
about.

Looking forward we have the Serjeants Club holding a Past
and Present event in Catterick over the weekend of 21st to 23rd
October and The East Cheshire Reunion in Stockport on the
evening of 29th October, once again the plea goes out for support
for all CRA events so please promote all events at every
opportunity. I am glad to say that thanks to good timing I will be
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How this year seems to have flown by! The CRA has been
very busy and this has been reflected in the demands made on the
staff here at RHQ Chester. We have dealt with a variety of events
and coped with countless requests for information and assistance
on behalf of members of the Association as well as the work
involved with the running of the Cheshire Military Museum and
the Mercian Regiment.

After a nail-biting few months following the announcement
of SDSR, it looks as if the future of RHQ Chester and The
Cheshire Military Museum is secure, although there will be some
changes in the business we carry out and the resources we have
to do the work. We expect that we will become more involved
than we have been in the past with the welfare of Regimental
casualties and their families, working with SPVA and the Ex-
Service Welfare organisations. 

The two main Welfare organisations, SSAFA and The Royal
British Legion do a marvellous job in helping people beset by
difficulties and I always recommend that anyone looking for help
should contact either of them straightaway. They will assign a
caseworker to visit and assess what is needed and who then
makes recommendations which may include contacting the
Mercian Regiment Benevolent Charity and other organisations
for financial support.

There have been some great fund-raising efforts for the
Mercian Regiment Benevolent Charity in Cheshire over the
summer, Congleton Rugby Club organised a 24 hour Rugby
Game which broke the Guinness World Record and has raised

£7000, Pte Tom Sephton’s, mother organised a sponsored walk
(which yours truly did three times in two days), Caroline Horton
braved the elements on the Wirral Way sponsored walk, the
family of Pte Alex Isaac organised a Rock Festival and of course
we must not forget Team Tranmere and Team RHQ’s efforts with
the Chester Business Club sponsored walk all of which together
raised nearly £10000. I hope that you do not need to be reminded
that The Mercian Regiment Benevolent Charity has taken on the
responsibility for welfare of not just the new Regiment but also
the 22nd, WFR and Staffordshire Regiment. Looking after the
needs of all of them as well those who have been injured in
Afghanistan is a heavy financial burden and so all funds raised
by such efforts are greatly appreciated. Any initiative whether it
is a good old-fashioned sponsored walk or something outrageous
like Dave Mapley sitting in a bathtub of baked beans is
welcome…

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone who has
assisted with the production and distribution of the Newsletter
throughout the year, from George Szwejkowski who devotes
much time and effort to ensuring that we have a first rate journal
to the small team who appear at RHQ every three months to stuff
them into envelopes for posting all for the small reward of
unlimited hot drinks and a bacon sandwich! The whole
distribution operation takes about 3 hours to complete, if we had
more volunteers, it would take far less time, so if you want to
share in the tea and bacon sandwiches, let me know.

TEP
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a criminal offence and that any member prosecuted would bring
the CRA into disrepute.

8. The President’s Award and General Martin Award
The Secretary has one nomination so far. It was agreed that

the Chairman would nominate a sub-committee to adjudicate.

9. Blackpool 2013
The Secretary suggested that the AGM should not be held as

part of the Blackpool weekend, but be deferred to a later date in
Cheshire. It was agreed to discuss the matter further and present
it at the AGM if appropriate.

10. Mons 2014
The Secretary outlined progress so far, he has been in contact

with two travel operators who are working on a quotation. He
stated that it would be helpful to have an idea of how many
would be interested in attending and it was suggested that details
be promulgated in the next newsletter and also on Facebook.

11. AOB
a. Maj Holden mentioned the inappropriate use of

Binyon’s Exhortation sometimes using “he” instead of
“they” at funerals of elderly members who clearly had
“grown old”. Whilst it was agreed that it was a valid
point, it was a matter for families to decide.

b. Maj Salisbury drew attention to the “Wenches in
Trenches” fundraising initiative taking place 21-24
October and suggested that the CRA give some financial
support. It was agreed to ask them to lay a wreath on our
behalf and to send a donation of £100.

c. The Secretary asked that deaths of members be reported
to RHQ with minimum delay. 

12. Date of the Next Meeting
14 January 2014 (no Branch Officers meeting.
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Although the calendar showed that it was still the summer,
the recent poor weather and an unpromising weekend forecast
did not bode well for the Mons Parade held at Chester on Sunday
11th September 2011. The date this year held special
significance, albeit not for any regimental reasons, but more of
that later.

Those attending were pleasantly surprised to discover that
the promised rain had held off and in fact Chester was bathed in
a bright and temperate ambiance. These were perfect conditions
for those who were to march from the Castle to Chester
Cathedral, and back again. The parade was commanded by
Brigadier John Donnelly OBE, President of the Cheshire
Regiment Association and we were fortunate to be led by the
Band of 4 Mercian. Despite the advanced age of most of the
marchers it is pleasing to report that everyone kept more or less
in step. It was good to see a strong officer contingent and nice to
see some who were marching for the first time. We were also
grateful for the attendance of a group from our 1st Battalion.
There were ten standards on parade, led by Terry Finlay MBE.

The Cathedral Service was slightly different this year as
there was no particular regimental theme. No doubt this was
because of the significance of the date, which was the 10th
anniversary of the terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania
and Virginia, known to most people by the umbrella term “9/11”.
Canon Christopher Humphries, the Vice-Dean and Canon
Precentor alluded to the events of ten years ago on several
occasions and questioned the congregation on how the term
“Christian Soldiers” was perceived by ourselves and also the
wider world. Whilst the choir sang Henry Purcell’s Remember,
remember not, Lord, our offences, a chaplet was laid in the
Regimental Chapel by the Mayor of Chester and the President of
the CRA.

Following the Cathedral Service the contingent formed up in
Werbergh Street, before marching back through the streets of
Chester, led by Peter Gresty, Chairman of the CRAMC. The

salute was taken by Brigadier John Donnelly OBE, accompanied
by the Mayor of Chester. Warm applause met the parade as it
made its way back to the Castle.

Afterwards members sat down to a curry lunch in St Mary’s
Centre where our President updated all present on the exploits of
the Mercian Regiment and particularly those of our 1st Battalion.
During the lunch it was also our President’s great pleasure to
make a special award to Lynne Szwejkowski for her services to
the Southern Region and the CRA as a whole. This was the first
time that an award had been made to anyone other than a full
member of the CRA and the applause that accompanied the
presentation showed how much the award was merited. As usual
the formal proceedings ended with toasts to Her Majesty the
Queen, the Colonel in Chief and the Regiment.

MONS REUNION 2011

Eyes right for the Mayor of Chester and CRA President

BOOK REVIEW by George Szwejkowski

SOLDIERS 
BY RICHARD HOLMES

Many will know Richard Holmes from his numerous
appearances on television, particularly for his excellent
television series “War Walks”. What he never made much fuss of
was his own military career and the fact that with the rank of
Brigadier, he was the senior serving reservist. He died in April
2011 just as he was putting the finishing touches to his book
“Soldiers”.

Richard Holmes has written a plethora of books, most
relating to historical events, wars and battles. Throughout his
literary career, most have had a military theme and it was always
clear that he had a strong affection and admiration for the
soldiers themselves. In this, his last book he draws together all
the strands that demonstrate this admiration and affection.

After reading almost two hundred pages, I formed an
opinion that the book perhaps should have been more
appropriately entitled “Officers”, for there were few mentions of
the ordinary soldier, although as I progressed further through the
pages this became slightly less evident. Clearly much research
had gone into the book and at times the weight of information

and statistics can be overwhelming. Unlike most books, there is
no chronology or central argument, other than that soldiering is
an inimitable occupation that rarely receives the appreciation that
they deserved, except perhaps in times of crisis.

The book is a bit of a patchwork of observations by the
author, and after getting bogged down in minutia my impatience
eventually took over and I began to dip into the various chapters,
pulling out the various sections that caught my eye. Regimental
histories, traditions and loyalties are there in abundance and
individual anecdotes spring from every page. As always, I looked
out for references to the 22nd and was a little disappointed that
there were not too many, and of these there was nothing new or
of great note. Nevertheless there is something for everybody and
Richard Holmes shows his deep knowledge of the soldier and
officer and not just in the context of the battles fought. How they
and their families lived and behaved when they weren’t fighting
wars is a subject that civilians will not be very familiar with.

I am very happy to recommend this book, although two
things may deter the more casual reader; the first being the list
price of £25, the second is the sheer weight of the tome with 656
pages placing a great strain on the arms and unlikely to fit in the
average sized Christmas stocking. George Szwejkowski
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This year the ECR incorporated the 63rd 7th Battalion
Reunion, which I am sure is the longest running Battalion
reunion in the country. 

I was called up for 18 months National Service in July 1950.
When the Korean War started in 1951, National Service was
increased to 2 years followed by a compulsory three and a half
years service with the TA. I was demobbed from NS in July 1952
and had to report to HQ, 7th Battalion the Cheshire Regiment
(TA) at Macclesfield on the same day. 

In organizing this ECR I thought about my first experience
of the 7th Bn Reunion. It was on Saturday 25th October 1952 at
Macclesfield TA Centre. “This reunion attracted 175 men of all
ranks including two who were in the old 5th Volunteer Battalion,
ex-Corporal W Bamford of Macclesfield (who enlisted in March
1897) and Mr W Mark Stephenson, of Liverpool (who enlisted in
1885).” (Oak Tree Winter 1952).

It is gratifying that after all these years we still manage to
have a similar attendance. This year 170 members attended the
Reunion. We also had 6 WW2 veterans attending including Percy
Cooke (ex 2nd and 6th Bn) who is 90 and we had apologies from
Charles Sullivan (ex 2nd Bn) who is also a nonagenarian. Sadly
Charles could not attend this year due to ill health. 

We also had eight members from the 4th Bn Mortar Platoon
with us, some of whom had recently returned from Afghanistan,
and twenty members of the Stockport Branch Mercian
Volunteers. Lt Col Keith Jeavons who commanded the 2nd Bn
Mercian Volunteers was delighted to meet up with these
colleagues from the 1970s.

While John Holden and I organise and manage the event, we
rely heavily on members of the Stockport branch to lay out the
tables and prepare the Drill Hall for the event - and what an
excellent job they did. 

John and I appreciate the support we receive from ex
members of the 7th Bn. We think that some 25 men including 9
ex officers attended this year. Colonel Scott commanded the Bn
in the early 1960’s. We are therefore still maintaining a real link
with the 7th Battalion.

This event is a reunion in its truest sense - only people who
have worn the cap badge are eligible to attend whether it be
Cheshire, Mercian Volunteers or the Mercian Regiment. 

Bollington Brass Band has been associated with this Reunion
for many years and they make a major contribution to the event.
Members were summoned from the bars by the “Cookhouse Call”
and when they have assembled at their tables the “Lest We
Forget” ceremony commenced. Peter Gresty gave the command
‘March on the Standard’ and the County Standard was marched
on smartly by Derek Sykes. Our Presiding Officer, Colonel
Edward Scott laid a wreath on the 7th Battalion’s War Memorial

and turned a page of the Book of Remembrance in memory of our
Great War Colleagues, Percy Cooke turned a page in memory of
our 1939/45 colleagues. Brigadier John Donnelly turned a page in
remembrance of our post 1945 colleagues and this year WO2
Danny Johnson, 4th Bn Mortar Platoon (who had recently
returned from Afghanistan) turned a page to remember those who
died in recent conflicts. Following the turning of the pages Major
John Holden gave the Exhortation in which we remembered our
39 Regimental Colleagues who have died since the last reunion.

Two members of the BBB then blew “Sunset - Last Post and
Reveille” during which time the 7th Battalion Flag was lowered.
To conclude this part of the ceremony we sang verses one, three
and five of the hymn “Abide with me”. I personally found that the
singing of this hymn to be the most poignant part of the ceremony. 

After the hymn Derek Sykes said Grace and we then we ate.
The menu is traditional - Cheshire Hot Pot followed by Cheese
and Biscuits. There is a can of beer on the table for each person.
Last year some members thought that the ‘Hot Pot’ was not ‘gut
filling and rib sticking’ enough. John had a word with the caterers
and we are pleased to report that this year members were able to
stand their spoon up in the hot pot. The cheese selection was
excellent. John Holden in his role as “Duty Officer” went round
the tables asking if there are “any complaints?” We expected and
received a NIL response.

Following the meal the Three Toasts were proposed. The
Loyal Toast ‘The Queen’ was proposed by Colonel Scott who read
a message from Her Majesty; ‘Our Colonel in Chief’ was proposed
by Major John Holden who read a message from the Colonel in
Chief. ‘The Regiment’ was proposed by Brigadier John Donnelly
who then updated us on the activities of the Mercian Regiment and
we briefed us on the current roles of the three Battalions. 

Members travel great distances to join us from the Southern,
Walsall, Kirkham, Stoke and the outlying Cheshire Branches.
Gentlemen your support is greatly appreciated.

We are very grateful to Brigadier John Donnelly for his
support and keen interest in our reunion. Not many people would
drive a round trip of over 500 miles to be with us on our special
day. We are also very grateful for the support we receive from
Major Eddie Pickering and CRA Chairman, Peter Gresty.

As mentioned previously we are delighted that this year we
had 170 members sitting down to supper. Numbers were slightly
down on the previous two years but that is to be expected.
Members of the “Old and Bold” are growing older. What was
noteworthy and very much appreciated was the fact that 12 of the
CRA branches were on parade.

It was good to see Phil Oulton and Sir William Bromley-
Davenport in attendance. A new face at the reunion was Andrew
Swindale who was very happy renewing acquaintances, sharing
memories and exchanging experiences. And that is still one of the
main purposes of a reunion and particularly the ECR. I enjoyed
swapping tales with George Szwejkowski and John Fairbanks
which you never know may appear in a future Newsletter.

I am very grateful to CRAMC for agreeing to meet the cost of
hiring Bollington Brass Band, this generous action enables us to
keep the price at £7.50 and provide free tickets for WW2 veterans.

Will the ECR happen next year? It is down on the
calendar of events for Saturday 27th October 2012.

Hope to see you all there. And finally thank you all again for
supporting this special reunion. If you haven’t been to this
reunion before or not for some time please consider coming next
year and we look forward to seeing you.

Alan Jennings

EAST CHESHIRE REUNION SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 2011

The Bollington Brass Band kept everyone entertained
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BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
The Mons Day Parade Service and Lunch on 11th September

started off this quarter’s events. Rain threatened but stayed away
and the presence of the Band and the detachment from 1
MERCIAN helped to make this a memorable day. Our President
and Chairman were among the marchers. Not many days later on
16th September at RBL Port Sunlight, members were entertained
at the Branch Social Evening by comedian Denny Waters and the
resident band.

On a rare sunny day on Friday 30th September, Branch
members joined civic leaders, Merseyside Police, Officers from
HMS Astute and relatives of our local servicemen lost in
Afghanistan.ex-service organisations, cadet units, youth groups
and a large number of the public at the ceremony for dedication
of the new War Memorial in Hamilton Square Birkenhead. The
low wall surrounding the existing memorial has been
embellished with plaques showing the names of those who have
been killed in action in post-1945 conflicts. In due course the
names of civilians who lost their lives as a result of enemy action
in WW2 will be added. After the service of dedication the Mayor
of Wirral, Councillor Moira McLaughlin, invited those attending
into the former Birkenhead Town Hall for refreshments. 

The Chairman and Secretary attended Branch Reps Meeting
on 15th October. Attendance at this was so sparse that the future
of such meetings is jeopardised. It would be a pity to lose this
opportunity to meet other branch officers face to face and to say
one’s piece in an informal setting.

Those of us who attended the East Cheshire Reunion on 29th
October have every reason to be grateful to the Stockport Branch.
The event was well-supported and reflected the hard work and
attention to detail by the organisers.

The War Memorial in Port Sunlight is one of the finest in
Britain and has been thoroughly restored by the Port Sunlight
Village Trust. The Branch was represented at a re-dedication of
the memorial which took place at 1100 on Friday 11th
November. The link with First World War poet Wilfred Owen,
who was educated at Birkenhead Institute, was commemorated
in a poetry competition, winning entries from which were read at
after a short service. This event drew a large crowd including
local schools and Port Sunlight residents. The link between the
22nd and Port Sunlight is of course the 13th Battalion, formed
largely from volunteer employees of Lever Brothers. Two days
later the Port Sunlight memorial was the focal point for
Remembrance Sunday. The Branch Standard accompanied by
Branch members joined the RBL, other Veterans and the local 1

MERCIAN-affiliated ACF detachment in a march to the War
Memorial for wreath-laying and Act of Remembrance, followed
by a service at Christ Church. After the parade was dismissed,
CRA members and the ACF detachment took part in a simple
ceremony at the Port Sunlight Museum. Here a silver statue is
lodged which was presented by the 1st Lord Leverhulme in
memory of some 500 men of Port Sunlight who lost their lives in
the Great War. 

Preparations are now well in hand for our Branch Christmas
Lunch on 4th December and we are looking forward entertaining
some of our friends from RASC/RCT Association and the
WRAC Association. Peter Jackson

CHESTER BRANCH
Four times a year a small group of men and women assemble

in the Regimental Club to help despatch copies of the Newsletter
to thousands of ex Cheshires living all over the world. On most
occasions I am one of the shrinking band of volunteers and I am
always struck by what is to me an inexplicable fact. I find it
strange that although we send out copies of our Regimental
Journal to literally hundreds of CRA life members who live
within easy commuting distance of the Castle, these old
comrades seldom, if ever, appear at any of our functions. If just
a few of these absentees were to attend now and again, and
explain what it is that we are doing that is keeping them away, it
could make quite a difference to our future, We would be
delighted to welcome old friends and ex comrades. We are open
every Friday evening and Sunday lunchtimes, and anyone
wishing to pop along can be assured we do not spend all our time
talking about the war. We would rather have a couple of beers, a
supper, a game or two of something or other, and above all a hell
of a lot of laughs! We will be having a Christmas Sunday lunch
followed a week later by the Christmas Draw and Carol Singing.
We recently, in October, held our Branch Annual Dinner at the
Castle. The food was out of this world, the company superb, the
speeches short, and the wine plentiful. I kid you not when I say
that no one wanted to go home!! In fact due to the
aforementioned wine some members couldn’t remember where
they lived. It is my earnest Christmas wish that some of our
missing hundreds will take the plunge and pay us a visit in the
New Year. In the meantime we at Chester send Christmas
Greeting to all our friends, where ever they are, and wish them
health, wealth, and happiness in 2012.

John Fairbanks

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

Birkenhead and Stockport Branches Battle of the Bowls
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ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
Greetings from Ellesmere Port. I start on a sad note by

reporting the death of member Derek Blundell, after his wife
Betty died in 2008 Derek became seriously ill and we saw very
little of him. Rest in Peace Derek.

We are all extremely concerned about member Les Stuffin.
After spells in and out of hospital he went into a local care home,
my last report was that he was back in hospital. 

Our Branch meetings are still well attended with an average
of 25 attendees every month, with our age profile not a bad result!

The Mons parade was once again a great success, with again
our WW2 veteran George Ford proudly bringing up the rear on
his electric scooter, which brought an extra cheer from onlookers. 

On October 7th we held our Branch social evening, (new
venture), which was greatly enjoyed by all. Again, a thank you to
our ladies group for all their work, and to Tiny Davies and family
for the buffet.

We managed to get 6 members to Stockport on 29th, another
great event.

We move on now to November and Remembrance Sunday.
Well attended as usual by all our veterans, and the people of the
town showed their support by turning out in their droves to
witness the Cenotaph service and to cheer us as we marched to
Church. Sadly, the event was not reported on in the local paper. 

December 21st will see us sit down to our usual Xmas feast
at Shell Club, with our resident DJ Tom Simkins supplying
background music. (Rock on Tom)!!!!

Finally, Season’s Greetings and a peaceful 2012 to all
members and our Soldiers in 1 Mercian Regiment (Cheshire).

Tribute
After our Church service on 13th we marched back to RBL

Club Ellesmere Port for a "pie and a pint"
Before the parade Marshall gave us the order "fall out" he

called forward one of my members - Brenda Hannigan. He then
paid tribute to her 60 years service to RBL Ellesmere Port, fifty
years of her service was as Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator. The
parade marked her retirement from "active service" but I am sure
that she will still be there in the background giving valuable
advice. Brenda is a highly respected and loved member of my
Branch and is always there in the front line with her ladies group
on Branch events. Gordon Kipps

KIRKHAM BRANCH
On 29th October members of Kirkham Branch attended the

East Cheshire reunion at Stockport. Once again we were made
most welcome and a good time was had by all. We also paid our
respects at the grave of our comrade Bush Riley, where we
pruned the Cheshire Rose planted in his name. The branch would
also like to thank all the people who attended the auction of the
memorabilia of our late, great friend and comrade, Phil Jones.
Thanks must go to Gloria and the family of Phil for what turned
out to be a great night and one that Phil would have been proud
of. With Christmas and New Year not far away, the Kirkham
members are all looking forward to our Christmas walk-about, an
event not to be missed. We wish all Cheshire Regiment
Association members, families and friends, and all ranks of 1
Mercian (Cheshire) a merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and
peaceful New Year. John Gibson

MACCLESFIELD BRANCH
Firstly may I apologise for the recent omissions of my

contributions to the newsletter. I have been working away for
several weeks in Rhyl, North Wales, from where I bring you the
local football result:

Rhyl Nil, Rhuthin Nothin’ (well, I laughed).
Sadly we have to report the death of a long-standing member,

Wallace (Wally) Hartley who passed away in July. Wally was a
former branch secretary and a life member. Prior to being called
up for war service he was a member of 8th Battalion Cheshire
Regiment (Home Guard). Several members attended his funeral,
along with the branch standard and the RBL standard.

Due to my work away I have missed several services to
which I normally carry the standard, such as St Juliens, Mons
and Ellesmere Port. I am sorry not to have been there.

The East Cheshire Reunion has just been held and several
members attended and we all enjoyed the evening. I was shocked
and saddened to learn of the death of Frank Hope, from
Stockport. Frank was a former RAOC man like me and we
always enjoyed a chin-wag together.

Our last meeting was held on 1st November and as usual we
were undecided how to spend our money on a social event. Our
President, Trevor Taylor, eventually suggested a Christmas dinner,
which seems to have gained a majority vote, so I look forward to
seeing both members and their wives in the near future.

Sadly I will not be in London on Remembrance Sunday this
year (first time in six years) so both my wife Rosemary and
myself will miss all the Southern Region members. So, with
Christmas on the way, I would like to wish all members best
wishes and a prosperous New Year. Goodbye till next year.

Andy Wood

NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
Each month the branch continues to have excellent

attendance at its meetings held in the Crosville Social Club in
Chester Street, Crewe. A very warm and sincere welcome has
been given to new branch member, Brian Simms, who is already
contributing to the discussions within the branch with a great
deal of humour. The monthly meetings continue to be ably
chaired by Harry Tomkinson, supported by our excellent and
competent secretary, Major Jim Salisbury – what a duo!!

Prior to each meeting we continue to hold a moment’s
silence to the memory of fallen comrades, followed by the CRA
Prayer, recited by our President.

Over the past few months members have attended the Mons
Day Parade and lunch in Chester, the Malaya Reunion and East
Cheshire Reunion in Stockport – all most enjoyable occasions.
Members also supported a recently held charity dance held in the
Crosville Social Club, in aid of branch funds. They also attended
Armistice services in the towns of Crewe and Nantwich and led
the one at the Airman’s Grave, situated to the rear of Shrewbridge
Road in Nantwich. At the latter the bugler, from nearby Bunbury
did the last post and reveille in both the American and British
way – quite unique. Wilf Burgess was standard bearer and Major
Jim Salisbury laid the wreath at the Crewe service and Dave
Waring and Tom O’Connor respectively at the Airman’s Grave.

Future events include the branch annual Christmas dinner at
Ye Olde Manor, on Nantwich Road, Crewe on the evening of
Tuesday 13th December. The branch AGM takes place in the
Crosville Social Club, Chester Street, Crewe on Tuesday 24th

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)
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January 2012, 7.30pm for 8pm. Members will also be at the CRA
AGM and Meeanee Reunion in Chester on Saturday 18th
February. There is the possibility of a visit to the National
Arboretum for the planting of a tree in May 2012.

Branch meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month
in the Crosville Social Club, Crewe, commencing at 8pm. Most
members socialise from 7.30pm and new members are always
welcome. Do come and join us.

Finally best wishes from us all to everyone in the CRA.
Merry Christmas and a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year
to one and all. Ray Stafford

SANDBACH AND MIDDLEWICH
Yet another three months have passed and I must apologise

once again for missing the last newsletter, but it was my
computer’s fault as it just wouldn’t send the e-mail. I am taking
no chances this time and here we go. Charles Sullivan has been
in and out of hospital a couple of times but hopefully he is on the
mend again. We all wish him well. The East Cheshire Reunion
was a great success and may it continue. The food was good, the
company great and congratulations to the committee for a
splendid evening. It was brilliant to see that twelve out of the
fifteen branches were represented, well done gentlemen. We
ended up giving our CRA Chairman a lift home to save him
waiting for a taxi. I think he was glad to leave the mini bus with
all the out of tune singing. Peter was very grateful.

By the time this goes to press we all will have paid our
respects to all the fallen with poppies worn with pride and no
doubt tears shed for lost heroes of recent campaigns. Rest in
peace and we will remember them.

Charles Sullivan wondered that as he is not getting any
younger, how many of the old Second Battalion members are still
surviving to this day and if we could organise some kind of
reunion before they all disappear. Perhaps you could let us know.
Contact number 01270 767922 
or e-mail Kathleen@dave1.wanadoo.co.uk.

Our next event is our annual Christmas shopping trip to
Bolton Market on Saturday 19th November 2011. Well that’s all
for now. Best wishes and God bless all members of the CRA, all
serving soldiers and their families of 1 Mercian (Cheshire). Have
a nice Christmas one and all. Dave Beech

SOUTHERN REGION
The last few months can be likened to London buses. Nothing

very much happening for ages, then three events in one week. We
started with the Mons Reunion in September and for those who
made the long journey north, it was most satisfying to march to
Chester Cathedral behind a band. Let us hope that it was not for
the last time. The Cathedral Service did not have a regimental
theme this year as this year was the 10th anniversary of 9/11. 

After marching back to Chester Castle we enjoyed a curry
lunch in St Mary’s Centre, during which our Almoner, Lynne
Szwejkowski received a lovely surprise. She was presented with
a special award by the President, Brigadier John Donnelly OBE,
for all her work and support for the branch and the wider CRA. I
can vouch for the fact that she is very seldom lost for words,
however this was one of those rare occasions.

There is not much to report from our October branch
meeting, other than that Les Stelfox made the 100 mile round trip
in order to attend, at the ripe old age of 98. He even bought a
round of drinks.

Remembrance Weekend saw a flurry of activity. First of all
we represented the regiment at the Field of remembrance at
Westminster Abbey. Brigadier WKL Prosser CBE MC presented
our plot to HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, with Brigadier Tony
Twiss, Colonel Bob Stewart DSO, Captain Angus Pritchard-
Gordon, Trevor Taylor, George & Lynne Szwejkowski, Charlie
Carress and Peter Kearnes giving moral support.

On the following Saturday evening we enjoyed yet another
visit to HM Tower of London and once again we are grateful to
Dickie Dover for regaling us with his tales from the tower,
enabling us to witness the ceremony of the keys and for allowing
us to avail ourselves of the excellent liquid refreshment
dispensed from the Yeoman Warders’ Mess.

Sunday saw us on Horse Guards Parade where 21 of us were
able to form four ranks in order to march past the Cenotaph. It was
wonderful to have Thomas Jones with us again. This time he took
the easy option and allowed his daughter Karen to push him around
in his wheelchair. We are grateful for all those who supported us
and particularly to Phil Prince and Mick Rodaway who travelled
down from Birkenhead and Chester respectively in order to take
part. Afterwards, as usual we enjoyed an excellent lunch in the
Chandos Public House and we are grateful to the manager who
every year kindly sets aside an area specifically for us.

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

On Horseguards having completed the march past the Cenotaph
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As we come to the end of another eventful year, we wish all
members of the CRA a merry Christmas and a happy and
peaceful New Year.

George Szwejkowski

TRANMERE BRANCH
Remembrance
It is 0430, I am on the balcony and 150 metres away the

waves are crashing against the rock face adjacent to the
promenade. White horses are luminous and the lights from across
the bay are reflecting off the Mediterranean Sea.

As I sip my first cup of tea I reflect that I have been awake
for 42 hours and should now be asleep, alas, in the background
the snoring of Tony Baker reaches another crescendo, which is
the reason I am watching natures beauty on this island of Malta
at this hour.

At 0500 many of the locals are undertaking their Pearson
Trophy along the promenade, others are power walking. Half an
hour later the serenity of nature is disrupted as humanity
intrudes, their daily toil beginning. Welcome to another day, they
start early here! 

Tranmere and Stockport veterans paraded twice for
Armistice, the first on Friday the 11-11-11 in Barraca Gardens,
overlooking the picturesque and magnificent harbour. The
cannons fired at 1100 hours as we paid our respects in the usual
manner, we later toasted our absent comrades.

On the following Sunday about 300 personnel from different
countries and contingencies marched to the stirring music from
the Maltese band as about 600 civilians watched and applauded.
Alan Kennedy laid the wreath on behalf of the Cheshire
Regiment Association.

The Maltese population greatly appreciates the British
veterans taking part in this Remembrance ceremony.

Ballykelly
Next stop on the agenda for some of our members is the

Memorial Service at Ballykelly to remember all who lost their
lives in the line of duty. We look forward to renewing friendship
with families and friends.

Sgts’ Club (Past and Present)
Once again the RSM and Mess members did us proud as we

converged on Marne Barracks for the AGM. Friday night meet
and greet was a little different, the dress more casual than formal
and the Senior Ranks looking extremely smart in their polo shirts
with the 1 Mercian Badge and logo proudly pronounced.

We were treated to an exhibition of the weapons now being
used in the Battalion and it was awesome learning of the
firepower now at the disposal of our lads. The sophistication of
such tools our infantry soldiers are trained to use are a far cry
from our LMG, SLR, GPMG and bow and arrow days.

Saturday and the RSM had us on parade, we were whisked
off to the ranges for a very pleasant and interesting afternoon
firing the SA80 and 9mm Browning (yes that pistol is still around
and Joe Cotgrave has the thumb scar to prove it). Our thanks to
RSM Blackshaw and the instructors who were very patient with
us all.

The dinner night after the AGM was an outstanding success,
it was good to see our silverware on display as we had it in the old
days. The Tappers Cup was revived and brought great amusement
to all concerned. All good crack and overall an excellent weekend
and our thanks to the RSM and all the Mess Members.

Xmas Social
Our Xmas social beckons on the 10th, December with an

excellent prize draw and artist, we look forward to seeing some
of you there. Our best wishes go to all members of the 1st.
Battalion, the Association and all your families, wherever you are
YOU WILL NEVER WALK ALONE.

Rusty

WALSALL BRANCH
We had thirteen members attending the East Cheshire

Reunion, which as usual was a very good evening. The meeting
of old friends is always something to look forward to. Our
numbers were down on previous years, which is also reflecting
on attendances at our own branch meetings. We are now having
our lowest attendances since we first formed.

We had our AGM in September where our present committee
were re-elected. Unfortunately Les Sutton was unable to
continue as our very capable treasurer, due to failing eye sight.
No member was willing to accept the position, but our secretary,
Derek (Joe) Sadler is going to take it on, with any help from Les
that he can manage.

We are hoping for a good turnout for Remembrance Sunday
to try to match up to last year’s parade. Not much happens in the
Autumn and Winter seasons and our last event of the year is our
branch Christmas Dinner Dance on 9th December at Rushall
Labour Club. The Walsall members wish all CRA and Mercian
(Cheshire) members a very merry Christmas and a happy and
safe New Year.

Reg Smith

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

1ST BATTALION COLOUR STAND
It was the previous Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion,

Lt Colonel A Hadfield who initiated the making of a memorial
colour stand in memory of Lt. John Charles Sanderson. 

It was Bryan Edwards, an experienced Cabinet Maker and
Derek Sykes from the Stockport Branch who completed the
stand which is now located in the Officers Mess in Catterick .
The stand is made of oak which was kindly donated by
International Timber of Manchester.

Derek Sykes

The new 1st Battalion Colour Stand
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“IN THIM TIMES, A MAN LIVED AN’ DIED WID HIS REGIMENT.”

The following article was forwarded to me by Brigadier
James Percival. Brigadier James thinks that this very powerful
article on the well proven benefits of the regimental system needs
further airing. He believes that all CRA members would
associate strongly with its sentiments, particularly at a time
when we may well see further radical changes to the infantry
orbat. I am happy to oblige – Ed

Allan Mallinson is an author and served as a Light Dragoon
and with KINGS OWN BORDER. 

I have seen many military funerals, but I have never seen one
like that which took place a year ago today (16 September 2010)
at Tidworth, the Edwardian garrison in the middle of Salisbury
Plain. The Duke of Lancaster’s were burying their colonel’s son,
who had died of wounds leading a patrol in his father’s regiment
in Helmand. I don’t know if the colonel of a regiment had ever
before been on parade at the obsequies for a son who wore the
same uniform, but there was something singular and powerful
about that day, not least for what it said about that accidental act
of genius, the British regimental system. Not everyone even in
the army properly appreciates that system, and a depressing
number outside seem increasingly to think it is some Victorian
relic with no place in the modern business of Defence.

De mortuis nil nisi
bonum. But this advice
is redundant in the case
of Captain Andrew
Griffiths; he was an
exemplar of the best that
the army (the infantry
especially) needs, and
which it forms. In
Captain Griffiths’ case

the formation did not begin at Sandhurst. He was born in
Catterick, where his father was a lieutenant in the King’s Own
Royal Border Regiment, an infantry battalion that had spent
more time in Northern Ireland than any other. Lieutenant Mike
Griffiths went on to command his regiment, and then became its
colonel – an honorary appointment, a sort of pater familias.

Young Andrew was raised on army “patches”, went to
university and then straight to Sandhurst, and was commissioned
into the Duke of Lancaster’s, a new regiment formed from his
father’s old regiment and two others (and of which his father in
turn became colonel) when Tony Blair’s government forced yet
more cuts on the infantry, even in the midst of desperate fighting
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Promotion to captain came quickly –
two years – previous operational tours having left many places to
fill. Captain Griffiths’ time in the regiment may have been short,
but his formation, as an army child, as a cadet at school (the
Oratory – where Clive Dytor, that brilliant former Royal Marine
with an MC from the Falklands, was his headmaster), in the OTC
at university and finally at the Royal Military Academy, had
made him every inch an infantry officer – tough, fit, a confident
leader. The testimonials by his own soldiers on the MOD website
painted a humbling picture of the finest of men. Kipling, as ever,
has the words: “In thim times, a man lived an’ died wid his
regiment.”

At the time of Andrew Griffiths’ mortal wounding in action,
his father, by then Brigadier Griffiths, was responsible for
personnel matters, and therefore (besides being next-of-kin)
would have been one of the first to be notified. The notification
might have been of death in action had it not been for the skilled

first aid of Andrew’s own soldiers, and his prompt evacuation by
helicopter. Even then he would have succumbed to his wounds
without the superb surgery of the tri-service medical teams at the
field hospital at Camp Bastion, and the remarkable aero-medical
flights that bring the casualties back to this country. Though
unconscious from the time he left Afghanistan, he died with his
parents at his bedside – at that time the 289th serviceman killed
in the campaign.

Should there be any doubt about it after the Gage Inquiry’s
report last week on the death of Baha Mousa, sustaining the
quality of army manpower, officers in particular, as exemplified
by Captain Griffiths, ought to be at the heart of the follow-up
work to last year’s Strategic Defence and Security Review. And
restoring the quantity of army manpower should be one of the
highest priorities for the future, for there is no doubt that
overstretch was one of the contributory causes of the breakdowns
in discipline in Basra in 2003. There is a belief in some quarters
that the supply of quality manpower is just a matter of turning on
the recruiting tap. On the contrary, good officers and NCOs, and
staunch private soldiers, take time to form; and in no part of the
army more so than in the infantry. Nor are the regiments in which
they serve mere ad hoc administrative groupings, to be re-jigged
at will; they are potent means of maximizing individual and
collective fighting power. The regimental system has developed
over a long age. It is tried and tested. Like Burke’s definition of
society, a regiment is a contract between the living, the dead and
those who are yet to be born. It is tampered with at the nation’s
peril.

So why, in the face of the evidence of the past fifteen years
alone, is the regiment undervalued? After the Cold War, the
Tories’ “Options for Change” savagely cut army manpower,
which was seen as an expensive overhead to be driven down, for
it was by equipment that the army was measured. This residual
Cold-War thinking was, thankfully, challenged by the new
Defence Secretary, Liam Fox – and not before time, for the
manpower-intensive demands of the Balkans alone had long
shown just how wrong were the Options for Change
assumptions, with the regiments progressively and ruinously
overstretched for a decade and more, while much of the
equipment that displaced soldiers in the re-shaped army was
never used in anger. Yet unheeding of those lessons, Tony Blair
enforced a further regimental cull when the Northern Ireland
peace process led to the IRA ceasefire in 2005. It is
disappointing, to say the least, that the Coalition is cutting even
further – almost repeating the scale of Options.

The week before Captain Griffith’s funeral there was a
telling debate on Afghanistan in the Commons. Despite the sharp
differences of opinion on when and how to leave that country,
there was a universal heavy-heartedness: all agreed that
Afghanistan, like Iraq, had not gone well from the outset. While
some blamed bad generalship, others blamed lack of resources
(the two are, of course, connected); but there were others who
saw Afghanistan as simply an avoidable mistake, a decision that
need not have been taken.

This sense of avoidability seems now to have become
received wisdom, and there are signs that it pervades ministerial
thinking – the idea that both Afghanistan and Iraq were mistakes,
that we are out of the one and will soon be out of the other and
that we shall determinedly avoid such embroilments again and
will not need much of an army therefore (indeed, that we might
as well begin cutting army manpower now – by 20% no less). I
know that Lord Lamont is hardly at the centre of things, but he
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“IN THIM TIMES, A MAN LIVED AN’ DIED WID HIS REGIMENT.”

was the Tory representative on a recent Any Questions? In the
discussion on the lessons of Libya he said that it was difficult to
envisage an occasion in future in which we would intervene with
boots on the ground.

To stretch Trotsky’s famous dictum, you may not be
interested in war, Gentlemen, but war is interested in you. The
convenient term “war of choice” tends not to acknowledge that
the enemy chooses too.

It is only military capability that ultimately gives real choice;

and for the army, capability equals mass and quality. The man is
the first weapon of war.

I trust I do nothing to dishonour the memory of Captain
Andrew Griffiths by making these points on the anniversary of
his funeral. His life, service and obsequies – “regimental” to the
last (as the saying goes) – were, are, powerful testament to the
jewel in the British army’s crown: its regiments of the line. The
MOD should be polishing that jewel, not cutting it.

Allan Mallinson

The Pearson Trophy, commonly known as The Pearson, is
probably the most contentious inter company cross country
running event in the British Armed Forces. I do not know of any
other unit that demands that every man in the regiment
participates, with the exception of essential duties and a few
scroungers allergic to physical activity. In my twenty years with
the battalion I never met anyone who personally knew Captain
Neil Pearson, or had any knowledge of his regimental history.
This naturally caused much speculation regarding his motives.
Was he an outstanding athlete, or an officer with a wicked sense
of humour? Neil Pearson was educated at Gresham School,
Norfolk and Oriel College, Oxford. He qualified as a solicitor in
1934, obtaining First Class Honours in the Law Society’s final
examination. Although his family originated in Manchester, at
the outbreak of the war he volunteered to serve in the Cheshire
Regiment and refused to leave the recruiting office until assured
that he would serve with no other regiment. He was in the first
intake to arrive at The Dale in 1940 and was subsequently
commissioned into the Regiment.

He was a very strong cross country runner and presented a
cup to stimulate competition amongst runners. The trophy is still
competed for in the 1st Battalion Mercian Regiment (Cheshire).
After the war Pearson continued his association with the 22nd
through the Army Cadet Force in Knutsford. He held many
honorary positions in the North West, namely Governor of
Manchester University and of the Insitute of Science and
Technology. He was also chairman of Piccadilly Radio, past
president of the BBC North West Advisory Committee and a
former Dutch Consul. During his war service he was awarded a
Mention in Dispatches and retired in the rank of major. Neil
Pearson died in Manchester Royal Infirmary on 6th June 1975. I
am not sure that his trophy stimulated the troops to become cross
country runners, but it certainly provided amusement, rivalry,
deviance, gamesmanship and fun. Perhaps “fun” is stretching it a
little, as running can never be fun. Although fun and run are
phonetically similar, to the average soldier they are as close as
happy hour and Regimental Sergeant Major’s Parade. Looking
back, I wish I had known more about Major Pearson and had
been able to invite him back to drop the flag to start a race. I am
sure he would have been a very proud man watching the battalion
charge madly away, but somewhat intrigued to hear some of the
runners apparently questioning the legality of his parent’s
marriage.

THE DALE
Standing outside the barrack gates in 1953 little did I know

the extent to which my life was about to change. For example I
soon discovered that every movement I made had to be done by
numbers. The recruits working day was so dominated by the

ritual chant of “one, two, one” – welcome to basic training, or
torture by numbers. I soon became certain that our platoon
corporal went to his married quarter each evening and made love
to his wife by numbers. The only exception to the numbers
routine was cross country running, known to all as corporal
punishment. Each week the permanent staff took great delight in
rounding everyone up for the compulsory end of the week run.
The only persons allowed to miss the event were those in
possession of a sick note signed by the RSM, and these were as
rare as rocking horse manure. It was during the first gathering
that I heard the name Pearson which was to become synonymous
with pain, sadism and all kinds of physical trauma. During my
time at the Dale I learnt a great deal about cross country running.
For instance the reward for finishing in the top ten was a Sunday
pass.

The main requirement for the sport was, not only physical
fitness, but you also had to be devious and as cunning as a
Member of Parliament filling in his expenses form. It was during
my first run, in which I finished a creditable seventh, that I learnt
the importance that when running along the canal tow path, one
had to either fight dirty or learn to swim. It was essential that no
more than six runners got in front because the tow path was very
narrow. It is fair to say that some very good athletes slipped into
the water whilst attempting to pass me. There was a great feeling
of personal satisfaction amongst all of the front runners when a
budding Seb Coe hit the water, because a runner in the canal
affected the result much more than any other kind of
skulduggery. A runner treading water not only tested the
swimming skills of the befallen, but also the life saving skills of
the following pack. The resultant pile up on the canal path
allowed the leading group to carry on unchallenged to the finish.
On completion of my basic training I managed to finish in the top
ten seven times, which I considered a remarkable achievement
for someone on ten cigarettes a day. The resultant extra Sundays
at home helped a good deal to placate Jean, and to prove I had
not joined the Army just to get away from my mother in law.
However, that fell down when I received my first posting to
Egypt, home of Queen Farida and many other strange characters.

Bill Helliwell

In the next newsletter Bill continues his recollections with
his arrival in Suez.

ROUND THE WORLD WITH THE 22nd – AND PEARSON by Bill Helliwell

SEASONAL SNIPPETS

First soldier: "Pass me the Christmas pudding, would you?"
Second soldier: "No way, Jose!"
First soldier: "Why ever not?"
Second soldier: "It's against regulations to help another
soldier to dessert!"



BELGIUM 2011

On November 8th 2001 Tranmere Branch conducted their
annual pilgrimage to Ypres and the battlefields of Belgium and
France. It is always a well attended trip and this year was no
exception. Fifty members of the association and friends took
part. We travelled to Dover by coach for the ferry transfer to
Calais and the quote of the day came from a Stockport member
in the bar on the ferry.

Question – How long is the crossing?
Answer – Four pints!
We had a lot of gems like that over the coming days and it’s

nice to see that age does not mean you become any nicer to your
mates with the Barrack room humour. We had a raffle on the way
over that raised £152 towards next year’s trip.

Again we stayed in the Ostend Hotel and this was the base
for our operations that week, newly refurbished and a pleasant
place to stay. The nearest pub an Irish bar is now owned by a
Yorkshire man called Ian and in the true tradition of that area he
made an agreement to open for four nights rather than his usual
two. 

The first night saw a large contingent descend on the local
chicken house and devour all the cooked birds in the oven,
elegance and fine dining was not required after a 10 hour coach
trip.

On the Wednesday we had breakfast in the hotel and I can
safely say that everyone got their money’s worth, the amount of
bread rolls with cheese, egg and ham flying around the coach at
dinner was a credit to the Hotel. Cheshire soldiers have always
been good foragers it says do not take food away though some of
the members must have huge pockets. Hope they don’t read this.

Our trip that day was Fort Breendonk a Belgium fort near
Antwerp. I for one never knew there were concentration camps
in Belgium and I think this was a revelation and very sombre
experience for all of us. The level of violence and abuse these
inmates suffered was exceptional. The inmates were all
Belgium’s arrested for very questionable reasons and were put to
work removing thousands of tons of earth from the fort with very
little equipment and in some instances their bare hands. They all
had to go to the toilet in a communal tub which could get
approximately 40 people around it and everything was done by
whistle. You had two minutes for the toilet and you finished when
the whistle blew even if you had not completed your ablution. 

The inmates were beaten, thrown from walls. The
Commandants favourite pastime was to take a walk with his dog
and set it on the inmates as he went or even take it in the torture
room and set it on the individual being tortured. We visited the
execution area where ten posts were set in the ground and you
were shot with your comrades when they had the right number.
Or if you were from the resistance they hung you from a beam
overlooking the firing posts in threes but not with a noose, just a
rope that strangled and suffocate you. It usually took 20 minutes
to die. The inhumanity was unbelievable and you can understand
why after the war the perpetrators were hunted down and shot,

some however escaped to South America.
That evening we hit the bars of Ostend and some of us found

Sonia’s Xmas bar a pub covered inside in Xmas tat with a
Belgium musician singing Xmas songs on his keyboard. Not
quite sure what connection the lines of knickers and bras pinned
to the ceiling had with Xmas though. Suffice to say, only one
round in there you can imagine.

Day 2 saw us visit a dressing station on the road to Ypres
where Canadian Major John Mc Rae a doctor attaché to the
artillery wrote the famous poem On Flanders Field. He wrote it
as a result of the death of his friend Lt Alexis Helmer who died
on the 2nd May 1915 in the area from an artillery shell.

We then travelled onto the German Cemetery at Langemark
where some 44,000 German soldiers lie buried in graves marked
by a stone on the floor rather than a cross. This is also known as
the student cemetery as they conscripted whole colleges and
universities and put them all in the same unit and sent them to
fight at the start of the war in the area that saw intense mustard
gas deployment by both sides. An area in the centre has the
remains of 26,000 unidentified dead blown apart in the conflict.
Some of our members were interviewed by German TV crews
who were reporting on the week’s events and they were surprised
that ex British soldiers had come to pay their respects at the
cemetery. They all got the same answer the dead were only
carrying out their duty just like the British and allied soldiers.

The following day saw the main event at Ypres; it was quite
an unusual week as the weather had been very good unlike earlier
trips. However it did not remain that way on the 11th it was a
cold and overcast day. We took part in the parade and all marched
to the Menin Gate and formed up; there must have been some
problem because the regular contingent did not form up till 1115
on the arrival of Princess Matilda of Belgium. This year’s
ceremony had an Olympic connection and the opening speaker
told everyone of Twiggy Anderson a Cheshire regiment soldier. I
found his citation online and it reads:

2nd Lt G.R.L ‘Twiggy’ Anderson of the 3rd Bn The Cheshire
Regiment, died 9th Nov 1914 aged 25. He was a hurdles finalist
at the Stockholm Olympics in 1912. He was mentioned in
despatches following his death. The association wreaths this year
were laid by K Hodgkinson & L,Bateman of Sandbach Branch.
Following the ceremony we retired to the regular Stella Artois
bar where we drank a pint for Twiggy and his comrades.

That evening Dave Mapley and Alan Rowe had organised a
five course steak dinner for a very reasonable price in the hotel
and we commandeered two huge tables and did the buffet some
justice. Followed by retirement to the bar where our resident
balloon entertainer and musicians entertained us, well some of
us!

The Stockport and Kirkham Branch members invaded the
Pirate Bar nearby – but that’s another story. On the Saturday we
travelled back home ready for the ceremonies on the Sunday at
our respective towns. P Marsh
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JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES
CRY BABY

During my army career RSM HG Birkby MM and I met
several times. Some of our encounters have previously been
mentioned in these august pages and I apologise to all for
returning to the subject yet again. But there are a couple more
examples of our head to head meetings that I feel may be of

interest to anyone with a military background or who was
personally acquainted with Mr Birkby. 

In February 1959 I and my expectant wife Maria flew home
from Singapore. I was destined for the Depot and it was on my
first day back on duty that I once again found myself the object
of Ginger’s interest. I was walking from the Sergeants’ Mess to
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the square when from the direction of the RSM’s office a
familiar, piercing bellow disturbed the peace. Every man within
earshot froze in his tracks until it became apparent that I was the
fall guy. Knowing that I had just returned from Malaya Ginger
bade me welcome and then asked if I had travelled back by air or
by sea. Before I could answer he went on to say that in his
opinion I must have sailed back. When I asked him how he had
come to this conclusion he replied that it was obvious because I
still had a couple of lengths of anchor chain round my ankles!
Now, in bygone days such an incident would probably have had
a dramatic ending. As it was, I managed to defuse the situation
by immediately removing the offending weights. 

Ginger and I went on to enjoy a period of peaceful
coexistence which lasted until Monday 25th May which was
when, at 3am, Maria gave birth. On receiving the news that I was
a father, I decided that on my way from our quarters in Blacon to
the Dale I would call into the City Hospital, to see Maria and to
be introduced to my son and heir. I knew that a scale ‘A’ CO’s
parade would take place at 08.30hrs that morning but I was
confident that I could carry out my plan and be on parade at the
stated time. Needless to say I arrived at the square just as the
parade was marching off. When he saw me the RSM invited me
to join him in his office at 11am prior to an interview with the
Commanding Officer, whom he felt certain was a trifle upset by
my absence from his parade. I reported as ordered and, just
before being marched into CO’s office, I was asked by the RSM
the reason for my absence. On hearing my excuse he cancelled
my appearance on orders, and returned me to my duties with the
observation that I would not now need to buy an alarm clock. He
was right. My infant son possessed the most powerful set of
lungs imaginable which he used, at full power, every night, at
1am and again at 5am. I was never late on muster parade again. 

PANIC STATIONS
My working life spanned a full fifty years. Apart from

fourteen years in the Army and twelve years in the Fire Service,
I also spent thirteen years working for the Halifax Building
Society. During the other eleven years, apart from several periods
of unemployment, I gained valuable experience from fourteen
vastly different jobs. I also picked up many ‘tricks of the trade’
which over the years have on innumerable occasions proved
extremely useful. 

For instance during my army days I learned the art of
‘accounting’ for stores and equipment and the ‘acquiring’ of the
same. This skill came in very handy when, whilst working for the
Halifax, I was appointed secretary of Chester Branch of the
CRA. At that time the condition of our club rooms in the Castle
were pretty dire. When I took up my post the Branch lacked,
amongst other things, a phone, a notice board, typing paper and
other essential items. After just a few weeks our members could
not help but notice that things quickly improved. We acquired a
new modern phone, a large white board, and vast quantities of
note pads, paper, pens and other items, which it must be said all
carried the Halifax logo. 

This was fine until I arranged a games night in which
Chester Branch CRA entertained the Halifax. Shortly before the
contest started one of my work colleagues casually mentioned
the newly appointed Chester Branch manager had expressed his
intention of attending. This news produced in me a distinct
feeling of unease because the new boss was a clone of Terrible
Ted Talbot, in that he was a martinet who imposed an iron code
of discipline, and had an extremely chilling method of looking at

and talking to his underlings. On being advised of his impending
arrival I hastily organised a party of our members to go through
the club and remove every item that bore the famous X logo. By
the time the Boss arrived the club looked once again extremely
bare and rather decrepit to boot. It was an enjoyable evening and,
by virtue of using our unique method of military calculating, we
old soldiers won a narrow but hotly disputed victory. 

As he was leaving the Boss thanked me for a wonderful night
out, then, fixing me with that familiar unnerving Talbotesque
stare, made a totally unexpected statement. He suggested that the
next day, whilst at work, I should assemble a parcel of goods,
such as a phone, stationery etc., that we obviously needed in
order to bring our club rooms into a more presentable state. I
should not have been surprised by his offer because the Halifax
in their TV adverts always insist that they are the bank that gives
a bit extra. 

DEMOLITION SITE
As I have said before, on more than one occasion, during my

army career I never went looking for trouble. It always seemed,
without any effort on my part, to find me. 

Take, for instance, the incident that occurred during my final
posting to the Depot. I was one of several training platoon
Sergeants and now and again we were required to act as Orderly
Sergeant for an entire weekend. On this particular occasion on
the Friday evening, shortly after mounting the Guard, I was given
a hand-written note from the RSM which read, ‘Use the
defaulters and prisoners to dismantle the cricket pavilion.’ I felt
sure that Mr Birkby had made a mistake because the building in
question was solidly built and had only been completed some
months previously. So I sent a runner to his quarters asking for
clarification of the order. The answer I received was short and
sharp. In clear handwriting it said, ‘Do as you’re told - dismantle
the pavilion.’ And so, for two days, a small party of military
delinquents had a marvellous time venting their spleen by
reducing the pavilion to a pile of rubble. 

On Monday morning the RSM summoned me to his office
and angrily demanded to know why I had not obeyed his orders
regarding the cricket pavilion. I insisted that I had carried out his
instructions to the letter and said that if he would step round to
the sports field he could see for himself the results of my labours.
For a short time whilst viewing the demolition site Ginger
appeared to be having trouble with his breathing. When he
regained control he pointed out, extremely forcibly, that being a
complete idiot I had demolished the new pavilion instead of the
old one. I replied that (a) I had not known a second pavilion
existed and (b) neither of the handwritten orders I had received
(and retained) made any mention of, or distinction between, old
or new. 

The RSM’s solution to the problem was as always swift and
extremely professional. Two days later I unexpectedly found
myself on my way to Pirbright to attend a six week Guards drill
course. When I returned to the Depot I found I had missed a most
unique happening. It seemed that on the day after I left to start
my course a violent storm had hit the Dale. But miraculously,
despite the ferocity of the wind, throughout the entire barracks
area the only building to have suffered extensive damage was the
new cricket pavilion. 

John Fairbanks

JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES

SEASONAL SNIPPETS

Q. Can I have a puppy for Christmas?

A. Certainly not. You can have turkey like everybody else!
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THREE GO TO BELGIUM (AGAIN) by Roy Banwell

This was our third trip in twelve months; two trips to Ypres
& one to Normandy, oh the agony of enforced retirement. Again
we based ourselves in the Ambrosia Hotel in Ypres but this time
with a more defined plan. First to mine sweep all the things we
missed on our last trip to Ypres, visit the Military Cemetery in
Dunkirk and a day out in Bruges.

Poperinge
On last year’s visit we had promised two ladies that we met

at Sanctuary Wood that we would visit them at original the Talbot
House (Toc H) in Poperinge, where they were volunteers, they in
turn promised us tea and cake for our trouble. I remember “Toc
H” well, be it from my walks on a Sunday morning to the “Toc
H” in Spandau, Berlin as a young 18 year old, walking off the
effects of the beer and quaffing Coffee and Egg rolls. The “Toc
H” vans would also visit us on Range days and while on exercise
at Area 90 down by the Havel Lake in the Grunewald. The vans
were better in quality and cheaper than their NAAFI rivals. Here
I was now entering the original “Toc H” some forty years later.
Learning what it was all about and what it meant to the more than
half a million soldiers that visited the club in the First World War.

The two ladies from Toc H had long since moved on and
Colin & Haydn remarked that only tea was on offer and no
“cake”. The excellent man & wife warden team on their eighth
volunteer stint pointed towards Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery
on the outskirts of town. None of us had heard of the place, but
turns out to be the second largest Cemetery in Belgium after the
famous Tyne Cot Cemetery.

Lijssenthoek
Lijssenthoek (Poperinge) became the biggest field hospital

in the Ypres Salient. For almost 11,000 sick and wounded help
would come too late to save them. Day by day the adjacent
cemetery was growing in size and number. The most striking

thing besides the sheer numbers is the grave stones are packed so
close together. None of the perfect symmetry of Tyne Cot and
other cemeteries, here the grave stone are barely centimetres
apart. The field hospital was open and still adding to the
cemetery until 1920. Also in all my trips to the area I have never
seen so many Cheshire Soldiers buried in one place. If you are
ever in the area don’t forget this huge site. Work was ongoing to
build a visitors centre adjacent to the site while we were there.

Menin Gate Ypres
We visited the Menin Gate each night for the Last Post

ceremony, it is as impressive as ever with people from all over the
World in attendance and coach loads of schoolchildren lying

wreaths each evening. The gate looks magnificent at night all lit
up. On our last night there the Last Post Buglers happens to come
into the same watering hole as us straight after the ceremony so
we stood them a round of drinks, it was the least we could do.

Dunkirk
The main reason to visit Dunkirk was a member of Haydn’s

family died and is remembered there. Pte William V. Limbrick
died 19 May 1940 fighting with the Gloucestershire Regiment.
The BEF did not commence hostilities until the invasion of
France by the Germans on 10 May 1940. As we all know after
the commencement of the battle they were driven back through
France forcing their eventual evacuation from its famous
beaches.

We spent hours looking for the Military Cemetery, which none
of the French locals seemed to know where it was (or cared),
compounded by the poor signposting we visited nearly every street
in Dunkirk before finding it (remember preparation & planning).
We found Haydn’s family member on the main plaque of the
commemorative building along with all his fellow Gloucestershire
soldiers. There were also two graves of Cheshire soldiers from the
First World War which was a bit of a surprise to me as I never knew
it featured in the First World War but it was a British Naval,
Military and Airbase throughout WW1. In the back corner of the
cemetery are the graves of Pte’s H. C. Grigg & W. K. Ryall, who
died within two days of each other in February 1919.

Bruges
We spent a very pleasant day in Bruges visiting all the tourist

attractions, and I received a tour of all the locations from the film
“Bruges” of which Colin & Haydn seemed to be experts. On
Haydn’s last visit they were actually filming it; I remember him
telling us that he was “in shot” and would be in the film (it must
be in the director’s Cut version Haydn).

Please note that Belgium, especially around Ypres seems to
close down on a Mondays after busy weekends and even getting
lunch was a trial, so plan your programs around this. 

Roy Banwell

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery Entrance

Last resting place of Private J Kirkham
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I am D-Day lander, Sergeant George Bush's, daughter. I am
pleased to report that my Father was delighted to read Roy
Branwell's article on his Normandy pilgrimage in the June 2011
CRA Newsletter. However, I would like to correct Roy on one
detail of his excellent article: the Oxford and Bucks Light
Infantry were an Airborne unit. Some Regiments were assigned
an Airborne role during WWII, and the Oxford and Bucks were
one of these units. 

Furthermore, until 1999 the Pegasus was the symbol of all
British Airborne Forces, and not just the Parachute Regiment. I
am correcting this, as George's son in law is a Para, and he
wouldn't wish the Red Devils to feel affronted by the Cheshires.

Hope this clarifies,
Debbie Wilson, nee Bush

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Dear Editor,
In the photo is Alan wood, he was in Cheshire Regiment

Assault Pioneer 1957-59.
He is looking for these 2 old friends: Ernie Wainwright and

Malcom Page or anyone who knows him to contact him. Alan’s
Mobile phone number is: 07976647181.

TRIGGER HAPPY??
Shortly after entering service in 1941 we were sent to the

ranges at Ballykelly Northern Ireland.
Our Sgt Major instructor introduced us to the Lewis Gun. He

showed us how to load the drum magazine holding 76 rounds and
told us that we were to operate the trigger for about three seconds
only, loosing off about three rounds,

Adopting the firing position we were given the order "fire",
unfortunately my finger lingered on the trigger far too long and I
discharged a full magazine at the targets. I received a poke in the
back from the instructors pace stick with the words- "what's your
name soldier, Al Bloody Capone?"!!

George Ford (Ellesmere Port Branch)

CORRESPONDENCE

MONS
Dear Sirs,
I recently purchased a copy of “The Cheshire Regiment” by

Dr Ronald Barr. I found the photographs and history of the
Regiment very interesting and most moving about the first Battle
of Mons.

I have been composing poetry for many years now and
thought it appropriate at this time of year to remember our brave
soldiers past and present. Therefore, kind sirs, with your
permission I would like to dedicate “Mons 1914” to the Cheshire
Regiment:

I remain yours very sincerely
Albert Taylor
Denton
Greater Manchester

Mons 1914

Those whom England bore,
Raised to manhood from their mothers’ womb,
And heed no more
The trumpets sound, the rifle’s boom –

Are sleeping still, and silent as the tomb.

Unseeing eyes,
Death-closed in vacant gloom,
Look upward still to skies
To sun and moon –

From empty orb to orb and hollow as the tomb

HADRIAN’S WALL WALK
I am writing to let everyone know that I completed the

Hadrian’s Wall Walk in aid of Help for Heroes. 
The grand total handed over to Help for Heroes was

£3472.50. with an approximate gift aid return from the tax man
of £500 to £600.

Many thanks to all that supported me on this fund raising
effort and well done to you all.

Thanks to you all again.
Pete Coward

PTSD RESOLUTION
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling with

nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger issues, or any
of their families being affected by their behaviour, please help
them contact the charity PTSD Resolution (charity number
1133188), on 0845 021 7873, where they will be put in touch
with a local counsellor trained to deal with the symptoms of post
traumatic stress and other general mental health conditions.
Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief, immediate, non-
intrusive, delivered through a network of 200 therapists UK-
wide.

Alan Wood

SEASONAL SNIPPETS

Q.  A sincere politician, an honourable lawyer and Santa Claus
were walking down the street and found a £20 note. Which
one would hand it in?

A.   Santa! The other two don't exist! 
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LAST POST

Derek Blundell died 11 Oct 2011 aged 80 Ex 4th Bn
William Cartwright died 30 Sep 2011 aged 92 
Served WW2 1939-46

John Collier died 11 Sep 2011 aged 100, Ex Cheshire WW2

George Darlington died 28 Oct 2011, 
Capt Cheshire ACF 1962-82

Frank Hope died 3 Oct 2011
Tony Melville died 29 Aug 2011 Ex 1st Bn
JA Miller died May 2011

George Moore died 12 Oct 2011 WW2 Ex 22nd Cheshire Regt
also served with 31st (Nyasaland, MG) Kings African Rifles,&
1st (Nyasaland) Kings African Rifles

Eric Ness died 20 Aug 2011, Ex 1st Bn 1953/75
KW Parry died Sep 2010
Ron Royle died 26 Aug 2011 
Ex 1st Bn served Malaya & Germany

Chris Smith died 8 Nov 2011 
Ex 1st Bn 1978-94 and AGC 

John Willett died 14 Oct 2011 aged 92 
Ex 4th Bn served 1939-46 Dunkirk 
(see article in Jul 2010 Newsletter)

2012
13 Apr Officers Association Lunch, Crowthorne
11 May Chester Races
16 Jun Malaya & Singapore Reunion, Pelsall
7 Sep Regimental Golf Day Prior’s Hayes
8 Sep Officers Association Ladies Dinner, Chester
9 Sep Mons Day Parade & Lunch, Chester
27 Oct East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport

2013
15-17 Feb Meeanee Reunion, Blackpool

2014
21-25 Aug Centenary of Battle of Mons, Belgium

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012-2014

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties

by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club. 

Revised normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS
September
First Prize (£100) Mr D T Bly, Buckley
Second Prize (£50) Mr D R Cornes, Nantwich
Third Prize (£25) Mr R G Nottage, Macclesfield
October
First Prize (£100) Mr W H Blakeman, Market Rasen
Second Prize (£50) Mr P J Halligan, Woodchurch
Third Prize (£25) Mr R Evans, Leasowe
(Mr Evans has very kindly donated his winnings to the CRA)

CHESHIRE GOLF

Pryors Hayes, Friday 9th September. 2011
Once again the golf section of the “22”nd had an excellent

turn out of players, 34 in total, from all over the country. The day
was slightly overcast but warm and ideal weather for golf. It was,
as ever, great to see so many old friends and comrades from the
past. We continue to cover many years of service although Percy
Cooke, who is 90, was out cruising!!! We were joined by two
lady guests in Ann Percival and Carol Russell. Our support from
“on high” came, again, from Brigadiers Percival and Prosser.
Great to see them and along with them were a wide group of ex
22s! Bill Hackney, Slim, Mitch, George ABC and it was
especially good to have Peter Gresty our current Chairman of the
CRA. The list goes on but it was great to see them all.

Pryors Hayes again welcomed us and the course was in
pretty good condition, with very fast greens!!!

The day’s winners were: 1st - Vic Body with 37 points and
this was on a play back from the second, John Cheshire also 37.
Third was Frank Barham with 35. So some good golf was played.

The best guest went to Mrs Ann Percival with an outstanding
38 points. She also won the nearest to the pin on the 7th!! (With
a birdie).

The overall cumulative winner went to Tiny Lawson with an
average of 1.916 per holes played. He beat Frank Barham in a
card play-off by going back to a third round. The nearest to pin
wins were Mrs Percival and Scott Parker.

A vote of thanks was given to Capt John Bigland and Sue at
RHQ for all their hard work put in over the season.

We all signed a Birthday Card for Percy Cooke and John
Bigland will see he gets a bottle of Champagne from the society
“for long service”!

A proposal for a winter lunch at RHQ was floated and we
will come back on this by the next Newsletter.

Overall a really great season with a total of some 50 players
attending. Thanks to all of you who have given your support and
if you feel like joining us please contact Sue at RHQ Chester

Bill Jones

Paul “Tiny” Lawson – winner Cumulative Trophy


