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They say that August is the “Silly Season”. This is because
the politicians are on their long holidays and traditionally the
media resort to inventing or embellishing minor stories in order
to fill their newspapers, or news bulletins. I don’t know whether
this August has been the silliest season ever, but the riots and
social unrest have been a most unwelcome addition to our
summer season. Although the media and our political leaders
have had a feeding frenzy on the undesirable elements in our
young society, it is important to remember that the vast majority
of our young fellow citizens continue to attain their educational
qualifications, go to university or to work, and as we know only
too well, serve with outstanding bravery and distinction in our
Armed Forces.

It has been an historic summer for those who follow cricket,
and although it is wonderful to be on top of the cricketing world,
it is almost alien to the British psyche to be anything other than
underachievers. Let us hope that we have the opportunity to
become more familiar with this new experience.You never know,
one day our footballers may catch this winning mentality.

My thanks to all who have contributed to this newsletter and
I am sorry for any omissions, as I know that some items sent to
me have not negotiated all the vagaries associated with the Royal
Mail.

The deadline for the December issue is 16th November
2011. Please send your contributions to me at: The School
House, Dartmouth Road, London SE26 4RD. My telephone
number is: 020 8291 9225. You can also e-mail me at:
george.szwejkowski@sky.com.

George Szwejkowski

Once again it doesn’t seem as if any time at all has passed
since I wrote my column for the last newsletter, it does make a
big difference having 4 issues a year once again and we have the
editor, George Szwejkowski, to thank for agreeing to do the extra
work required for the extra edition so on behalf of all members
of the CRA a big “Thank You” George.

The reunion held in The Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool,
reported upon elsewhere in this newsletter, was a great success
again but unfortunately I was unable to attend due to being out of
the country. The good news for members of the CRA is that
following representations from many members a decision has
been made to hold another reunion in Blackpool in February
2013, it is hoped that by holding it away from the summer and for
Meeanee that there will be a good take up for places.

Other events have taken place around the branches since I
wrote my last column and I was fortunate enough to attend the
Ellesmere Port Branch Boat Museum and Whitby Park
memorials and the Stockport Branch St Julien Memorial Service
and lunch. One event I was not able to attend was the Suez
Reunion but I have had reports on another good evening for
veterans of this tour, the reunion was held in the CRA Club and
marked the 60th anniversary of the Suez deployment for The 1st
Bn The 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment.

I managed to get back from Malaysia just in time to attend
the Crich Pilgrimage at which the names of the fallen from the 1
Mercian (Cheshire) tour of Afghanistan were dedicated. The
weather on the day was very good, for a change, and as always
there was a good turnout for this event, this is primarily a
pilgrimage for the antecedent units which preceded 2 Mercian
(Worcester and Forester) and following the decision to put the
names of all the fallen from the Mercian Regiment it has been
adopted by the Mercian Regiment as a whole with support from
all of the antecedent Regimental Associations.

As you will see from the minutes of the last CRAMC
meeting we have not forgotten about the Memorial proposed by
Bill Helliwell for the National Memorial Arboretum and a fact
finding trip will take place in early September. We will be able to
give a briefing, and for a proposal to be made, at the next AGM
once we know what we will be allowed to erect and how much it
will cost to turn it into a reality, there will be a need to raise funds
for this and a campaign will be launched at the right time.

EDITORIAL CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN
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The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimental-
associations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/Mercian.aspx

The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and
views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the Regiment.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HELD AT RHQ
CHESTER ON SATURDAY 16th JULY 2011
Present: Mr P J Gresty (Chairman), Mr J Cooney, Maj J S

Holden TD, Mr J A Jennings, Mr A Kennedy, Mr K Parsonage,
Mr M KWalker, Maj T E Pickering MBE (Secretary).

Apologies were received from Capt A W Hughes, Mr G T
Kipps, Maj J Salisbury, and Mr D J Waring.

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked everyone for
their attendance.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
There were no matters arising. Mr Parsonage proposed a

vote of thanks to those who had organised the Blackpool
Reunion. Mr Cooney seconded the proposal. Carried.

Mr Jennings proposed and MrWalker seconded the proposal
that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
Carried.

3. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman prefaced his remarks with an apology for

having missed a number of events because he has been working
abroad. It had been reported to him that the events (Regimental
Race Day, theMalaya/Singapore Reunion, 2 Golf SocietyMatches
and the Blackpool Reunion) were really well supported and were
enjoyed by those who were able to attend. He was able to attend
the rededication of the memorial wall at Crich Memorial Garden
on 3rd July. The wall was rededicated following the addition of the
names of the fallen from 1 Mercian (Cheshire) on their recent
Afghanistan tour. He reported that because of pressure of work, he
has not been able to set up a visit to the NMA to discuss the
proposed Memorial, but hopes to be able to do so in August.

The matter of Legacy Funding will be discussed at a meeting
with the Finance Committee of the Mercian Regiment on the 9th
August who will then make recommendations to the Regimental
Council at the next council meeting. He said that the MOD RHQ
study has still not made a report which means that future support
of the CRA and Club is still unclear.

4. Secretary’s Financial Report
The Secretary presented the current financial statement

covering the CRA and the Club together with a breakdown of
expenditure for the first 8 months of the CRA financial year. He
answered questions regarding specific items of expenditure.

Mr Jennings brought the committee’s attention to a letter he
had received on behalf of the 7th Bn Reunion from HMRC
Corporation Tax Processing department and gave the Secretary a
copy of his reply. It was felt that these letters are sent out from
time to time as a “fishing” exercise and provided that both the
Branches and the CRA kept proper financial records, they should
not present any problems.

5. Future Events
The following events were discussed:
a. Ellesmere Port Branch Boat Museum and Whitby

Park Memorial Commemorations. 17 July, the
Chairman encouraged support.
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This column is more of a notice board again, sitting here in
early August with an unseasonably cold wind blowing round The
Castle area and great civil unrest taking place only a few miles
away is hardly conducive to turning out flowery prose…

The Suez Reunion took place on the last Saturday of July.
Following the untimely death of Geoff Hunt of Birkenhead
Branch who for many years organised the event, nobody came
forward to pick up the torch and run with it. We decided to
organise one final function to exhaust the funds and then fade
away. Eighty people applied for tickets, exactly the maximum
seating capacity of the Regimental Club and from all reports,
they all enjoyed it, so much so, that Norman Wakefield has
volunteered to organise another one! Provisionally, it is planned
for 28th July 2012, but watch this space.

The Club now sells a new draught lager for your enjoyment
– not one of the fancy big names, but our very own “Pearson
Trophy Lager”, brewed at a secret location to a top secret recipe.

Members who served with the late Lt Col Philip Wilde may
wish to attend a Memorial Service for him being held in Sherborne
Abbey on Thursday 24th November at 3pm. If you wish to
attend and haven’t already notified RHQ, please let us know, either
by telephone or email as soon as possible before 30th September.

Work is about to begin on the Cathedral Quarter
development which means that very soon, and for about a year,
the Regimental Memorial Garden will be closed. The cap badge,
close to The Walls, will be accessible and will become the focus
for wreaths and tributes whilst the works are taking place.

Your Museum needs you! Do you live within easy reach of
Chester, have an interest in the history of the 22nd and a free day
most weeks? Opportunities exist for volunteers in every aspect of
the Cheshire Military Museum’s work: archiving, conservation,
preservation, presentation and front of house.

Please contact The Curator on 01244 327617 or email:
cheshiremilitarymuseum@live.co.uk.

Eddie Pickering

VIEW FROM THE CASTLE

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETINGCHAIRMAN’S COLUMN (cont)

Our Association Secretary, Eddie Pickering, tells me that
numbers for the Mons Service and lunch are down this year
which is unfortunately the trend for many reunions and CRA
events so if there is one plea that I could make it would be for
more support for the many events and reunions organised for the
CRA throughout the year. By the time this edition of the
newsletter hits your doormat we will have finished our summer
events and getting ready for the East Cheshire Reunion, an event
that is not to be missed and tickets can be booked through
branches or through RHQ Chester. Peter Gresty
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b. Mons Reunion. 11 September, the event will follow the
pattern of previous years.

c. East Cheshire Reunion. 29 October, Mr Jennings
confirmed that details will be published in late August or
early September. The Chairman suggested that 1
MERCIAN Corps of Drums could be invited to perform.

d. Ballykelly Memorial. 4 December, Limavady Branch
will be organising this as usual.

e. AGM and Meeanee Supper. 18 February 2012. Details
will be sent out in the December Newsletter.

6. Other Business
Discussions were held on:
a. Elections to CRAMC 2012. The tenure of six members

elected in 2009 ends at the AGM 2012, therefore a letter
inviting nominations for CRAMC will be sent with the
September Newsletter. If more than six nominations are
received, a ballot will be held, the details of which will
be promulgated with the December Newsletter. The
Chairman felt that in view of the increasing pressure of
his work, it might be necessary for a Vice Chairman to
be appointed and asked that the Committee consider a
proposition for the AGM. It was suggested that CRAMC
should recommend a member for the President to
appoint.

b. NMAMemorial. The Chairman will be arranging a fact
finding visit to NMA with members of CRAMC during
August when advice will be sought on the design and
situation. Following that visit, the President may be
asked to launch an appeal to raise funds. It is intended to
present a complete plan to the next AGM.

c. Blackpool Reunion 2013. There is a desire to hold
another Blackpool Reunion and the merits of this were
discussed vigorously. It was suggested by the Secretary
that if the Reunion weekend were to go ahead, the AGM
should still be held in Chester later in the month of
February. It was agreed to reserve the weekend (15-18
Feb 13) with the Norbreck Hotel.

d. Centenary of the Battle of Mons, 24 August 2014.
The Secretary reported that he has now held discussions
with Councillors from Quievrain, the local authority for
Audregnies who support the idea of a Commemoration
event. The subject of a permanent memorial has been
discussed and agreed with them and the suggestion is
that it takes the form of a monolith of Cheshire
sandstone, treated to inhibit erosion, with a bi-lingual
plaque describing the action and the sacrifices of the 1st
Battalion. It is proposed that the CRA would travel on an
organised package leaving Cheshire (mainly) on
Thursday 21st and travelling to hotels in the locality, a
trip to Mons on Friday 22nd, a possible visit to La Ferte-
sous-Jouarre on Saturday 23rd, Commemoration etc on
Sunday 24th, return home Monday 25th. A number of
travel operators will be invited to tender for this project.
After discussion, Mr Jennings proposed and Maj Holden
seconded the proposal that the CRA make an initial

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING

grant of £5000 to assist with planning and executing the
project. Carried. The Secretary stated that so far, there
had been no costs incurred by the CRA as he had
financed his own visit to Quievrain and will aim to hold
discussions in future on an opportune basis when in the
region.

e. Rewards for Forces. The Secretary read out a letter
from Crest Publications proposing an entitlement
scheme for veterans to receive discounts. The cost to the
Veteran would be a monthly subscription of £1 which
provides a membership card. The CRA could affiliate to
the scheme and receive a donation of £1 for every
member who subscribed. After discussion and opinions
based on personal experiences of the MOD Discount
scheme, it was felt that although it was up to individual
members whether or not to join, the CRA would not
affiliate.

7. AOB.
The Chairman circulated a thank you letter from HMS

Ambuscade Association expressing their delight at the welcome
they received on Race Day and for their Reunion. He then spoke
about the “Regimental Shop” website, emphasising that it is a
commercial outlet trading on the names of many regiments and
reminded everyone that Regimentalia, if available, was always
cheaper from the Museum or RHQ. He thanked all those
members who took part in the Chester Business Club Sponsored
Walk in May. They raised some £1600 for the Mercian Regiment
Benevolence Charity.

The Secretary spoke of his plans to hold a Sponsored Walk
on 22nd June 2012 in aid of military charities, it was planned as
an evening stroll, starting at the Military Museum and ending at
the Club.

8. Date of Next Meeting
Saturday 15th October at 10am.

The end of July saw the Suez Veterans gathering for their
14th annual Reunion, this year held under a different format.
This year’s Reunion was held at the CRA Club at RHQ with
approx 80 attending, and a word of thanks must be given to our
Regimental Secretary and his staff for organizing this event.

This year’s Reunion was held as a final gesture to mark the
60th anniversary of the 1st Battalion’s deployment to Egypt, but
conversation during the course of the evening seemed to indicate
that the veterans would like the Reunion to continue, if possible
under its new format, and this would be a welcome boost to the
CRA Club’s coffers. As word was passed that this might be the
last Suez Reunion it was pleasing to see a number of faces who
have not been attending on an annual basis, our regular attendees
were there in force including Brigadier Mike Dauncey, Colonel
David Owen, Majors Mike Morgan-Wynne, Phil Oulton, Mike
Tarbuck and Ken Cooke. All round, this proved to be a most
enjoyable evening, with good food, drinks and plenty of good old
fashioned conversation.

Graham Ball

SUEZ REUNION
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BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
It has been a fairly busy period for the Branch, with some of

our key events detailed below. Attendance at meetings and events
has kept steady. We are surely not alone in finding it difficult to
increase our membership but will keep trying. Meanwhile, we
are looking forward to meeting many of you at the Mons Day
Parade and Service and at our forthcoming Social Evening on
Friday 16th September at the RBL, Port Sunlight.

On Monday 20th June members of the Branch attended the
flag hoisting ceremony to mark the start of Armed Forces Week
held at Wirral Town Hall, Wallasey. The event was supported by
representatives from the crew of HMS Astute, which has an
affiliation with Wirral, and by local ex-service organisations and
cadet detachments. After the ceremony refreshments were served
in the Town Hall and there was an opportunity for the Mayor of
Wirral, Councillor Moira McLaughlin, to speak informally to
many of those attending.

Birkenhead Branch members were happy to accept the
Ellesmere Port members’ invitation to join them on Sunday 17th
July, in the service and wreath laying, first at the Regimental
Plinth at the Boat Museum then at the Regimental Memorial in
Cheshire Copse Whitby Park. The service was well attended,
despite the rain. Our thanks go to Ellesmere Port Branch for the
after-service buffet and for their welcome.

BOWLS
The 12th June signalled the onset of the clash of Titans,

namely Birkenhead Branch against Stockport Branch. The first
match at Lever’s Club, Port Sunlight, in rather inclement
weather, saw Birkenhead triumph, despite the exhortations of
Roy Porter, Stockport’s captain. Birkenhead, thanks to able team
selection by Captain Ray Hogan, proved their stamina in the rain.

The return match at Stockport, some two weeks later, started
somewhat strangely. The lead vehicle, guided by Hawkeye (aka
Graham Ball) arrived at our destination with no problem. The
remainder of the convoy led by our redoubtable Chairman, all
cars fitted with Sat-Navs, finished up at a park some miles away.
However the game commenced at 1130 (am). There was some
great bowling by Geoff and Alan for Birkenhead, the overall
pairs winners. This again secured an overall match win for
Birkenhead, despite the Herculean efforts of the Stockport ladies,
Anne, Vera, Hilda and Jean. Our thanks go to Stockport for an
excellent day and a great buffet, all organised superbly by Roy
and his colleagues. Well done Stockport.

As a post script, the Birkenhead Branch would be delighted
to hear from any other CRA Branch willing to get a bowls team
together. The matches make for an entertaining day both for
players and spectators and a good opportunity to meet the
members of other Branches. We look forward to receiving a
challenge or two.

Tony Brandon

CHESTER BRANCH
Following the Blackpool Reunion things have been

relatively quiet at Chester Branch level. But the Regimental Club
has seen quite a bit of activity.

In July it was the venue for the Sergeants Club Summer
Social. This was well attended and it was good to see so many
serving members from the 1st Battalion. Hopefully we will meet
again in October at Catterick.

What was billed as the ‘last’ Suez Reunion was held in the
Club on 30th July. There was a terrific turnout and, to coin a
phrase, a good time was had by all. With plenty of good
company, an excellent buffet, and very watchable entertainment
in the shape of an extremely nubile belly dancer, what more
could one ask for? The success of the evening can be vouched for
by Iggy Jones. When tidying the club next morning he claims to
have removed several buckets of sand, two empty Stella bottles,
a dog eared photo of St Catherine’s Monastery, and a matchbox
containing some dead flies. There can be no doubt that there will
be another ‘last’ Suez Reunion next year. Watch this space!

On the 23rd July we held our Annual Branch Dinner/Dance
at Fox Barracks. Eighty members and guests enjoyed a superb
meal served in immaculate and efficient fashion by Mrs Sandra
Slater and her wonderful team. Lt Colonel and Mrs Andrew
Hadfield were our guests and the Colonel delighted members
with his short but meaningful address. Mrs Hadfield was
presented with a magnificent bouquet in appreciation of her work
on behalf of the families whilst the Battalion was in Afghanistan.
Such was the success of the evening it was decided to repeat the
exercise next year.

We are looking forward to the forthcoming Mons Reunion,
The East Cheshire Reunion Supper, Remembrance Day, and the
Dropping Well Memorial. We send greetings to our friends old
and new and look forward to seeing them at one or other of the
coming events. John Fairbanks

ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
Greetings from Ellesmere Port. I am happy to report that one

of our WW2 veterans - Les Stuffin is recovering well after
surgery at Countess Of Chester hospital. He is presently
undergoing post - operative care at the Cottage Hospital at
Ellesmere Port. You are always in our thoughts Les, and we all
look forward to seeing you again at our meetings.

Whilst on the subject of meetings I can report that our
meetings are still being well supported, with an average
attendance of twenty five members, well done comrades.

The Branch was well represented at the recent local
Veterans/Armed forces day event.A focal point of interest was the
“memorabilia” table display by our other WW2 veteran Mr
George Ford. Thank you goes to Tom Simkins for the Lee Enfield
rifle and Sten Gun, which made it a “hands on” display. (NB)

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

Boat Museum Regiment Plinth 17th July,
where Daniel Hellings QGM laid our first wreath.
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We move next to July 17th and our Annual Services. Thanks
go to all who supported us; the day was made memorable by the
fact that Pte Daniel Hellings laid our first wreath at the Boat
Museum. After the 12 noon service we all enjoyed the buffet laid
on by the Davies family at the Phoenix club for which we offer a
special thank you. (NB)

We come now to an historic occasion in any Branch history.
On July 26th we laid up our old Standard in the main foyer of
Ellesmere Port Civic Hall. The standard is displayed in a glass
fronted display case. Preserved for future generations. Looking
ahead now - September brings us to the Mons Parade and lunch,
(must get some walking training in) !!!!

I did the parade for the first time last year, to all who think
they could not manage the “march” I say - give it a go. Even if
you drop out half way there will be no RSMs to berate you. I
found, last year, that the cheers and applause of the crowds really
got the adrenaline going and spurred me on.

Gordon Kipps

After dedicating our new Standard on Feb 20th this year,
tradition dictated that the old Standard be “laid up” in a public,
secure location. In bygone days it was quite acceptable to hand
the Standard to the local Parish Church. Sadly, due to security
problems this option is no longer viable. With the cooperation of
Cllr Gareth Anderson, Deputy Mayor of Ellesmere Port, who
funded the display case and Ellesmere Port Charter Trust who
gave permission for the location, we were able, on July 26th, to

“lay up” the Standard in the main foyer of Ellesmere Port Civic
Hall. Sincere thanks are extended to Clr Anderson and Ellesmere
Port Charter Trust, and to Mr Lee Southby of Cooperative
Funeralcare who supplied the descriptive brass plaque. Truly a
historic day for Ellesmere Port Branch. Another feature to be
noted is that on an opposite wall can be seen a portrait of HRH
Prince Charles.

KIRKHAM BRANCH
Sorry I missed the last issue, my wife was in hospital

because of a bad fall that she had inApril. I am pleased to say she
is back at home now and getting better by the day.

The lads say that they had a great time at the Race Day in
Chester. Once again they had a good breakfast at the Little Cafe
in Kirkham and then on to the Stables Hotel where the landlord
was on hand to let them all have a drink or two before the road.
As usual they went to the Regimental Club before arriving at the
beer tent on the racecourse in order to meet up with old friends.
I think that one or two had a bet, just so that they could prove that
they had been to the races. After the last race it was back to the
club and then the coach driver took everybody back to the Stables
Hotel where the landlord and his staff did them proud with a big
tray of sandwiches. A few more drinks then to end a great day
out. Our thanks go to the staff at the beer tent and the staff at the
Regimental Club, for once again making us all welcome. Last but
not least a big thank you to our Committee Secretary, Rick
Burchett, Chairman Noel Brookes and Treasurer Billy Birkett for
all the hard work that they do for our branch.

That’s all for now.
John Gibson

NANTWICH BRANCH
The branch continues to have excellent attendance at its

once-monthly meetings held in the Crosville Social Club in
Chester Street, Crewe. Members have been particularly pleased
to see our “member friends” from Winsford at a recent meeting.
There is always much discussion with of course a sense of
humour. The meetings continue to be ably chaired by Harry
Tomkinson. Prior to each meeting a moment’s silence is kept for
fallen comrades, followed by the Regimental Prayer.

Sadly I have to report the death of Alan Ankers after a long
bout of illness. His funeral service was held at the Crewe
Salvation Army Citadel in Prince Albert Street, Crewe, attended
by branch members Harry Tomkinson and Brian Billington.
Branch President Ray Stafford paid a tribute to the lateAlan. Don
Cornes has recently had a heart problem with a stay in hospital.
The branch helped his recuperation with the loan of a wheelchair.
Don has recently married and we give him and Linda our best
wishes. Jean Webster is still unwell and the branch is keeping in
touch with her.

Branch members have been active in many ways, including
attendance at the Grand Reunion in Blackpool. Our Chairman
Harry Tomkinson attended the refurbishment and replacement of
the Cafeteria in Queens Park, Crewe at which the Duchess of
Gloucester officiated at the re-opening. Several members also
attended the Suez Reunion at the Castle, Chester. Members also
enjoyed a visit to the Royal Air Force Museum in Cosford. A
superb day out and most informative.

Future events are to include a day at the National Arboretum
in Staffordshire in the Autumn, a town collection in Nantwich

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

The old Standard laid up in the main foyer of Ellesmere Port Civic Hall
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(and possibly Crewe) and discussions have already taken place
regarding a venue for our Christmas Dinner.

Branch meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month
in the Crosville Social Club. Meetings commence at 8 p.m. but
most members meet from 7.30 p.m. New members are always
welcome. Do come and join us.

Ray Stafford

SOUTHERN REGION
We are sorry to record the loss of Lt Colonel Philip Wilde,

who died after a long and brave struggle with Motor Neurone
Disease on 31st May 2011. His obituary appears elsewhere in this
newsletter, however all members of the Southern Region extend
their sympathies to Felicia, their son Ben and daughter Amanda.

It has not been the best of summers, particularly from a
meteorological point of view. We were looking forward to the
Tri-Service T20 Cricket Competition at Lords, but several rain
delays forced us to spend more time in the Pavilion bars than
actually watching the cricket. To cap it all the competition was
deservedly won by the RAF with the Army spectacularly
underachieving. We are very grateful to Lynne Taylor for
supplying a never-ending hamper and to our President Brigadier
Tony Twiss, who pulled strings in order for us to gain entry to the
hallowed Lords pavilion.

Fred Sims (ex 6th Bn) recently enjoyed a lovely 90th
birthday with his local community laying on a celebration, with
our almoner, Lynne Szwejkowski co-ordinating attendance by
Southern Region members. On the subject of the almoner, I can
report that she has been very busy visiting members as far flung
as Cambridgeshire, Kent, Essex, Sussex and Hampshire. She
does a fantastic job keeping in contact with all our members
despite her own disability. Thank you Lynne for all that you do.

We are looking forward to supporting the Mons Reunion in
September and then we will have our usual three events in
November. We will be at Westminster Abbey for the Field of
Remembrance on Thursday 10th November and then at the
Tower of London on the evening of Saturday 12th November.
The following day we will be at the Cenotaph for Remembrance
Sunday. If anybody else would like to take part in any of these
November events, then you can always contact me. My contact
details are on the front page of this newsletter.

George Szwejkowski

STOCKPORT BRANCH
Over the weekend 3-6 June several members, wives and

partners attended the reunion at the Norbreck Castle Hotel in
Blackpool. Since our last visit the hotel has had a refurbishment
– and it shows. The food and service were superb. On the
Saturday evening 300 sat down for an excellent gala dinner. With
three courses, regimental wine and entertainment, a very
enjoyable time was had by all. It was a slight downer on the
Sunday as only three branches brought along their standards for
the Drumhead Service.

On a lighter note there is photographic evidence in
circulation of our Devon sunshine boy, Major Ron Goodwin,
drinking coffee when the sun was well over the yard-arm. Ron’s
excuse was that he had promised to be on his best behaviour
whilst in the company of his wife and daughter. On the whole it
was a very enjoyable weekend. Thanks to Eddie, Dave, Rusty,
Joe and team for a well organised event.

On Sunday 12th June the first leg of our annual Battle of the
Bowls against Birkenhead Branch took place in Port Sunlight.
On this occasion there was no sun light, but the rain came down
in buckets and caused the match to be abandoned after lunch with
Birkenhead taking the honours.

Sunday 26th June saw the return match at the Bungalow,
Stockport and once again Birkenhead took the overall honours,
with Stockport Ladies winning the Ladies Doubles both
weekends. The Ken Ward Trophy was won by Birkenhead. Best
newcomer Harry Harvey Trophy was won by Gordon “Smudger”
Smith from Stockport Branch. Our thanks go to the organisers
from both branches for two excellent weekends.

On Sunday 3rd July we took a party of forty to the Crich
Memorial, near Matlock, Derbyshire. This is the 5th year that we
have attended this event, made more poignant this year by the re-
dedication of the Mercian Regiment Memorial Wall, on which
the names of the soldiers who died in Afghanistan last year, have
been inscribed. On arrival in Crich we de-bussed and enjoyed a
few scrups and an excellent buffet in the Crich Comrades Club.

Then it was up to the memorial for a poignant and moving
service of remembrance. It started with the dedication of the new
memorial to the fallen from the 1st and 2nd Battalion of the
Mercian Regiment. During 2009-2010 this was a total of 29
soldiers. We learned that the 3rd Battalion had lost their first
soldier in Afghanistan that weekend. The Colonel of the
Regiment, Brigadier Andrew Sharpe laid a wreath to the fallen.

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

In the Bowlers’ Bar waiting for the rain to stop

Branch Standards in Crich Comrades Club
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It was then up to the main memorial to lay further wreaths from
civic dignitaries and the respective regimental associations. Over
30 standards lined the route as the colour party marched on the
regimental colours. After meeting and greeting and spending the
time of day with friends and old comrades, we returned to the
Crich Comrades Club to finish off the buffet (laid on by the club
free of charge) and attempting to drink the bar dry. A moving and
enjoyable day had by all. Our thanks to Smudger Smith and Roy
Porter for doing the recce and organising the trip.

On Sunday 31st July 100 members and guests attended St
Georges Church, Stockport for the 94th anniversary of the Battle
of St Julien, where the 6th Battalion sustained heavy casualties
on 31st July 1917 just outsideYpres in Belgium.After the church
service we paraded at the war memorial with the standards,
where the Mayor of Stockport laid a wreath and cross in the
Cheshire Regiment Rose Garden in memory of the fallen. We
then retired to the Armoury to tuck into a superb buffet and wine
laid on by the Armoury Trustees. After lunch Branch President,
Alan Jennings made a presentation on behalf of Stockport
Branch of a regimental ice bucket to Mr Percy Cooke on reaching
his 90th birthday on 1st July. Percy is the last of the old 6th
Battalion that fought in North Africa, Italy (Sicily, Salerno,
Anzio and Monte Cassino). We wish him many more happy
birthdays. Percy is a true gentleman of Cheshire who still plays
golf three times a week.

Welfare Officer, Derek Sykes has been busy of late. He has
visited several members who have been in poor health, namely
father of the branch, Ivan Vaughan, Eddie Corum, Ken
Warburton, Brian Hartigan, John Holden, Alan Jennings and
Derek himself who is due hospital treatment shortly. Ladies from

the branch who have been unwell include Sarah Ainsworth, Ann
Beard, Rose Kennedy and Barbara Hope. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you, one and all. Keith Mort

WALSALL BRANCH
Two of our members, Len Hurcombe and Bryn Jones would

like to thank the lads from Singapore 1957/58 for attending our
Singapore/Malaya Reunion. Four REME lads and Bill Bastin
(MT) travelled from far afield to enjoy the company and Black
Country fish and chips.

Bill Richards has not received any reply to his advert in the
last newsletter, trying to contact Buddy Hunnyford. Are you out
there Buddy? Bill has also attended Ellesmere Port for the
Service of Commemoration and he recommends this event to all
members throughout the CRA. The Boat Museum and Whitby
Park are worth a visit at any time.

Only four couples attended the Blackpool Reunion, mainly
due to holidays and other commitments. Those who did attend
came back with mixed feelings about the event.

Mac Hartshorne is keeping us up to date on events at the
National Arboretum as he attends quite regularly. He also keeps
an eye on the trees.

We are hoping to get a good turn out for the Mons Parade, it
gives us a chance to meet up with old comrades.

The Singapore/Malaya Reunion next year is on Saturday
16th June 2012 at Pelsall. We look forward to seeing all friends,
old and new. Our Christmas dinner dance this year is at Rushall
Labour Club on 9th December, with our regular caterers.

Reg Smith

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

Lining the route to the Crich Memorial
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THE CHESHIRES ARE NOT SWIMMERS!!

The photograph accompanying this item shows the
swimming team that entered the Army North West District
Championship in July 1959 from the Dale. The driving force
behind the entry was Lt Jim Richmond, who was the platoon
commander of the group selected from the intake. Let’s get this
part in perspective. Jim Richmond asked if anyone was a
swimmer. In July 1959 the sun was melting the pavements and
drilling was not a
walk in the woods,
so many volunteered
for the trial. I was no
great swimmer, but
was lucky enough to
get into the team.We
trained at the old
Chester baths, but
somehow we still
had to do drill!!

At this stage the
final team were all
ready to go with two
things in mind. The
first was a day off.
The second was a
day out in Southport.
Jim then approached
the Commander of
the Dale (who will
remain unnamed)
and asked for transport for the team. The reply was “No! The
Cheshires are not swimmers! It was therefore train and bus for us
minor beings.

However, Jim did manage to get us a set of the then new
tracksuits, so we looked at least as if we were a team. In basic

training with us was a chap from the Veterinary Corps. I can’t
remember his name but we quickly realised that this chap was the
equivalent of a human torpedo.

Arriving at Southport baths we were overshadowed by
highly trained chaps from all the big corps. Signals, Engineers
etc as well as representatives from all over the North West. The
day slowly unfolded with the Cheshires winning or coming

second in most
events. The final,
with just a few
points between us,
all rested on the 400
yard relay. We won,
thanks to the human
torpedo. We had
been trailing in the
last lap, but
“torpedo” took to the
water, overtook
everyone and we
won. It was not just
the relay but the cup
as champions of
North West District.
Jim Richmond then
asked what we
would like to do
before our return to
normality. On the

overall vote we went for a ride on the Southport Big Dipper, cup
and all! It was with quiet delight that the Dale Commander had
to announce our win and swallow the fact that Cheshires do
swim.

Bill Jones

July 1956 Army North West District Swimming Champions. Depot Cheshire Regiment

CHESHIRE GOLF

Chester, Curzon Golf Club, 1st July 2011
Once again we had good weather and a very good turnout of

23 members. Curzon always make us very welcome and the
catering was really excellent.

The course was in extremely good shape, so no excuses on
that score! Again we had the 22nd flag to play under, and once
again we saw the members of different ages and time in service,
brushed aside under a great mix of experiences and events giving
us a great day of mixing!(and talking)!

The winners put up some truly good scores. The winner with
35 points wasA Brialey. Second was Tiny Lawson with 34 points
and 3rd was Mike Coker with 33. As John Bigland could not
make this event our Chairman for the day was Frank Barham.
Well done Frank!

We look as if we will have some 40 members out at Pryors
Hayes on the 9th September. We have booked two tees for a
1030am start. You do need to get your applications to play in
soonest. As normal the day will start with Coffee and Bacon
Butties followed by a meal after the play.

Bill Jones

Ready to go – note the 22nd Flag



9

SOLDIER ON

I am grateful to Graham Nottingham who found the
following poem amongst his old papers circa 1958 Selarang
Barracks, Singapore. The author is unknown:

Join the Army and get paid,
Adventure, travel, learn a trade.
These are the lies you’re fed upon,
And like a sucker you sign on.
Then when they’ve got you in their grip,
Where are those smiles of comradeship?
And who’s that fellow with three stripes?

Then you’re issued with your kit,
A uniform that does not fit.
Pouches basic, buckles “D”,
Shirts of khaki issued three.
Braces left and braces right,
A holdall to be scrubbed pure white.
Boots are issued thick with grease,
Lord, ain’t this ever going to cease?

Then when at last you think you’re through,
You ask the corporal what to do.
He looks at you as if you’re mad,
See that kit, well clean it lad.
Followed by another word,
The strongest one you’ve ever heard.
You look at him with quaking heart,
But I don’t know just where to start.
The corporal groans and starts to swear,
You see that xxxxxxx webbing there,
Well scrub it till it looks like new,

And you can scrub the room out too.
And in the morning on the dot,
I’ll inspect the bloody lot.

And so begins your new career,
In this unfriendly atmosphere.
You think of home, your cosy bed,
And wish to God that you were dead.
Drill, parades and kit inspections,
Brasses bulled to bright perfections.
Weapon training and PT,
Life’s one endless misery.
Squad shun, stand at ease,
Damn fool orders such as these.

Then in some dreamy little job,
You count the days to your demob.
How hopeless it seems to you,
To find that you have years to do.
Then one day when you’re much older,
The sprogs will shout, hi there old soldier.
Then like me you’ll feel at peace,
Because you’re nearing your release.
Then you can tell the younger lags,
About the good times you have had.
Of all the service you have seen,
Of all the places you have been.
Then you can say, cheer up lads,
Wipe off that frown,
Don’t let the Army get you down.
Stick to it lads, keep smiling through,
I’ve only got one day to do.

The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) Forces Help
The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association

(SSAFA) Forces Help is the national charity supporting those
who serve in our Armed Forces, those who used to serve and the
families of both.

Just one day’s paid service in any of our Armed Forces is all
that is needed to qualify for assistance from the charity, including
those who serve in our Reserve Forces, anyone who has done
National Service and their close relatives, widows and widowers.

Each year, SSAFA Forces Help supports more than 50,000
people, but many more may be eligible for assistance. The
charity has 6,200 volunteers working with ex-servicemen and
women across the UK. Trained caseworkers offer experienced,
non-judgemental and confidential advice on a wide range of
issues. They can help those entitled to seek financial support
from both civilian and service charities and benevolent funds.

Volunteers often assist with arranging home adaptations and
obtaining mobility equipment for the elderly and disabled, and
they provide practical and emotional support to those who are
lonely, ill or bereaved.

The charity also runs a residential care home and purpose-built
bungalows on the Isle of Wight for ex-servicemen and women.

Whatever the problem, anyone who approaches SSAFA in
confidence is treated with dignity and respect.

If you would like further information about how SSAFA
Forces Help could assist you or someone you know, please call
020 7403 8783 or visit the website at www.ssafa.org.uk

CONGRATULATIONS CHALKIE
At the SSAFA Forces Help Annual In-Service Volunteers

Conference one of only three Specific EventAwards was made to
Nigel ‘Chalkie’White (ex 1st Bn) for his work for SSAFA Forces
Help Victim Support in Western Europe.

Chalkie White being presented with his award by Sir Kevin O’Donoghue KCB
CBE Chairman of SSAFA Forces Help.
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BLACKPOOL 2011 REUNION IN PICTURES
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FILM REVIEW by Arthur Clarke

‘First Blood’ starring Sylvester Stallone 1982
An underlying message?

I watched this film on television, one night, purely by
chance. It came on immediately after the 10 o’clock news before
I had time to switch off. I found the opening scenes so gripping
that I continued watching – a thing I rarely do. I had heard of
Rambo before but never thought to watch one of his films,
assuming that they were muscle bound fantasies with little
connection to reality. Most of them could well be, but this
particular one, which is certainly about Mr Muscles engaging in
totally unbelievable exploits, had a very serious underlying
message.

The Story
John Rambo is an ex Green Beret who fought with great

bravery and distinction in the VietnamWar. When the war is over
and he has left the Army he sets out to find some of his old
companions – the only family he has ever really known. He
discovers, little by little, that they are all dead - mostly as a result
of combat or cancer induced by Agent Orange used as a
defoliant. Rambo is unable to settle down and fit into civilian life.
He is clearly disturbed and becomes a drifter spending his life
wandering aimlessly from one place to another. One day he drifts
into what looks like a typical small town in mid America. The
sheriff turns out to be a violent, aggressive individual who
actively persecutes anyone to whom he takes a dislike. He
immediately takes a dislike to Rambo and assumes that he is a
vagrant and therefore an undesirable who needs to be thrown out
of his town (over which he has assumed some propriety) as
quickly as possible. Rambo objects to being summarily evicted
for no reason and promptly returns.

The sheriff instantly arrests him and locks him up in the
station cells on the trumped up charge of vagrancy. The station
sergeant – the sheriff’s best friend - is another unpleasant, vicious
character who also takes a dislike to Rambo and contrives to
humiliate and punish him by various means: hosing him down at
close quarters with a powerful water jet, dry shaving him etc.
This treatment brings back horrific memories of being tortured
by the North Vietnamese and Rambo goes berserk. Knocking
several of his assailants down he escapes on a motor bike, which
he grabs off a passer- by outside.

Thence follows a manhunt with the National Guard
eventually being called in. Apart from their youth and their
propensity to shoot at anything that moves the National Guard
doesn’t appear to be much more efficient than the Home Guard
(with all due respect to Dad’s Army).

In the manhunt that follows, Rambo manages to outwit his
pursuers and could have killed quite a number. The skills and
proficiency of those hunting him are close to zero compared with
Rambo’s finely honed survival skills and fighting experience.

Obviously with such huge numbers hunting him Rambo
would eventually have been killed but he is saved by his former
commanding officer who hears about what is happening and
intervenes to rescue him.

The Message
On the surface this is a typical far-fetched Hollywood action

film (which actually inspired several sequels) but beneath the
surface there is a serious and dark message. It is the story of a
very troubled ex-serviceman who has physically survived
combat but mentally he is a wreck: he can’t hold down a job, he

drifts from place to place, he has no roots or family, and the
society, for which he has laid his life on the line and to which he
returns, doesn’t want to know him. He is an embarrassment to
them.

Is the Situation any different in the UK?
In every conflict to date the MoD and the NHS have

conspicuously failed to meet the mental needs of soldiers
returning to the UK after combat. There is a very high incidence
of mental health and social problems in former servicemen and
women. The MoD’s own figures show that 20 percent of all the
servicemen who returned from the 1991 Gulf War were
diagnosed with psychological problems including depression,
post traumatic stress disorder, suicidal thoughts, anxiety
disorders, alcohol and drug abuse.

Even now, new cases of mental health problems are still
being diagnosed which go back to the Iraq war.

According to Shelter, one quarter of all homeless people are
former members of the armed services; thousands of ex-
servicemen are living rough at this present moment as you read
this article.

In a survey by the homeless charity ‘Crisis’, of all the ex-
servicemen staying in hostels in central London some 41% had
spent time in prison.

The SouthAtlanticAssociation reports that more ex-soldiers,
who served in the Falklands War, committed suicide than were
killed in action – 329 cases of confirmed suicide compared with
257 killed in action

The same is true of the Gulf War where again more British
ex soldiers have committed suicide – 107 than were killed in the
War itself – 47.

Possibly, thanks to the film First Blood (I have no way of
knowing), the US is now very active in seeking to support and
maintain contact with its veterans. This is in contrast to the UK
where the provision and care for the mental and psychological
needs of former combat soldiers is patchy and inadequate. It is
not enough to just monitor troops on their return home to the UK
or on their discharge. It is necessary to monitor them for ten to
twenty years. It is a huge and growing problem and, at the
moment, is being dodged by those in government and by local
authorities. Those in positions of power ought to watch First
Blood. It might galvanise them into a bit of action.

Arthur Clarke

SNIPPETS

Courtesy of Tommy Cooper…

Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking battery
acid, the other was eating fireworks. They charged one and
let the other one off.

A jump-lead walks into a bar. The barman says, “I’ll serve
you, but don’t start anything.”

A sandwich walks into a bar. The barman says, “Sorry, we
don’t serve food in here.”

Our ice cream man was found lying on the floor of his van
covered with hundreds and thousands. Police say that he
topped himself.

I bought some HP sauce the other day. It’s costing me 6p a
month for the next two years.

“Doctor, I can’t pronounce my F’s, T’s and H’s.”
“Well you can’t say fairer than that then.”
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IN THE STEW
As I recall, it was raining at the time. Mind you, it had been

all that miserable morning. And Dartmoor when it’s raining gale
force stair rods is not the place to be. But members of the 7th
Battalion The Cheshire Regiment TA, being at Annual Camp and
taking part in an exercise, had no choice in the matter.

After battling the elements since dawn, and having waded
for miles through knee-high, soaking heather, it was time for
lunch. The QM had set up his kitchens in a small hollow, and in
so doing had managed to evade the full fury of the wind. The
meal, which was served swiftly and willingly by the QM and his
staff was, if I remember rightly, a piping hot stew, which was
gratefully received by the rain and wind-lashed troops. And so
wrapped in their ponchos, with their backs to the storm the 7th
Battalion sought to eat the food before the wind could turn it into
a frozen meal.

It was then that I noticed a solitary figure sitting on a small
hillock trying to use his poncho to keep the rain from diluting the
stew. It was at the moment that a convoy of cars drew up and
disgorged a Brigadier and his followers. The officer had
apparently also noticed the lone soldier and, accompanied by his
entire retinue, stopped and went to speak and possibly
commiserate with him. The squaddie made an effort to stand up
as the Brigadier approached but was asked not to do so.When the
lad had resettled himself and was still vainly seeking to shelter
his food from the weather, the officer spoke. “What is your
name?” With ill grace the soldier growled, “Johnson, sir.” “And
where do you come from?” “Wythenshaw,” snarled the unhappy
Johnson, conscious of the fact that his long-anticipated hot stew
was congealing even as they spoke. The Brigadier paused,
seeking inspiration. It was obvious he had heard of the town but
couldn’t remember its exact location. Suddenly light dawned in
his eyes, “Ah yes,” he stated, “That’s just outside London isn’t it
?” Johnson shot to his feet, with his mess tins spraying their
contents around the immediate vicinity. Outraged beyond reason
he screamed contemptuously at his discomforted superior, “You
don’t know where f……. Wythenshaw is!” The startled officer
looked desperately around for support from his escort. But help
was not forthcoming. The two combatants were on their own
because the Brigadier’s entire retinue, and yours truly, had
suddenly found urgent business elsewhere!!

IT’S NO LAUGHING MATTER
During my formative years I was regularly assured, by a

variety of somewhat prejudiced observers, that the entire
Germanic race is completely devoid of a sense of humour. It was
only after I grew up, married an Austrian, and went to live in that
country, that I discovered that although they do occasionally
indulge in a belly laugh, what actually tickles the funny bones of
the Herrenvolk is hard to pin down.

For instance, in the early sixties an attempt was made, via a
TV opinion poll, to find out who the Austrian viewing public
considered to be the funniest comedian. The overwhelming
winner of the poll was Richard Hearn, otherwise known as Mr
Pastry! The gentle slapstick comedy he performed, which
generations of English kids had struggled to find even mildly
amusing, was considered to be far superior to anything the likes
of Laurel and Hardy could produce.

More recently, a great favourite with Austrian viewers was,
and is, anything concerning the adventures of a certain Mr Frank
Spencer. It is not the dialogue that they find particularly

entertaining, because most of the humour is unfortunately lost in
translation. It is the numerous ‘accidents’ that our hero becomes
involved in that causes the most prolonged and hysterical
laughter.

I have therefore, over the years, come to the conclusion that
it is definitely slapstick that tickles the Teutonic fancy. However,
I must say that apart from Maria, my wife, I have only ever met
but one other Austrian who had a distinctly British sense of
humour. He was a doctor in the ski resort of Gotzens where one
of my clients, a gent from South Wales, on the first day of his
honeymoon, had a truly memorable accident on the piste. On his
final downhill run of the afternoon, when moving at a high rate
of knots, Taffy lost control. With his legs wide apart he crashed
at full speed into a concrete marker post. It was his agonised
screams, echoing around the valley that alerted me to the
incident. Carried to the surgery by several ski instructors in a
manner reminiscent of a Viking warrior being carried off the
battlefield on his shield, his non-stop, high-pitched squealing
caused the local butcher to question if someone had carried out
an illegal pig sticking. I arrived at the surgery just in time to act
as interpreter and to produce Taffy’s all-important insurance
cover. I explained to the Doctor that the casualty was on his
honeymoon and that his wife had been sent for. After examining
and sedating the unfortunate casualty the medic gave his
diagnosis. Poker-faced, he informed the worried wife, “The
patient has sustained a dramatic inflammation. The nature of his
injuries strongly suggest that, for some considerable time, he will
be unable to perform any of his marital duties. In view of this he
should perhaps consider an immediate career change and become
a monk!”

JOHN FAIRBANKS WRITES

SNIPPETS

For those of you who need to know what your superior was
really saying in your confidential report, here are a few
interpretations:

Character above reproach:
Keeps one step ahead of the law.

Takes pride in his work:
Conceited.

Spends extra hours at work:
Miserable home life.

Demonstrates qualities of leadership:
Has a loud voice.

Slightly above average:
Stupid.

Uses time effectively:
Clock watcher.

Loyal:
Not wanted by anyone else.

Tactful:
Can keep his mouth shut.

Active socially:
Drinks heavily.

Should go far:
Please

Frequently consults:
Pain in the arse
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CORRESPONDENCE

The following is an extract of a letter from Commander Peter
Mosse RN, President of the HMS Ambuscade Association, to
Peter Gresty:

What a superb reception the CRA gave us at Chester races
this year, and it was kind of them to invite us to join them at the
Castle beforehand. We had a magnificent day, thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves amidst the smart regimental Cheshire ties and
even caught the sun instead of the threatened rain…

The CRA warmth and hospitality greeted us everywhere but
the tent amid the race track could not have been more
strategically placed, nor have been better supported – it was great
to see so many of you relaxing and enjoying it as much as we
were, Mercian and 22nd alike, shoulder to shoulder, and it
became evident that we were not the only ones there for the first
time. Long may it continue.

We must also thank you for letting us use your Club on
Saturday, and for Alan’s extremely generous and efficient service
throughout the day. He filled pints all day, gave us excellent hot
snacks for lunch and despite the long day before, laid on
delicious curries for us all in the evening as well…

Ron Goodwin looked after us splendidly throughout, guide,
interpreter and guardian. He is excellent company and we are
most grateful to you both for making us feel so much at home in
Chester. Even at this stage we are wondering if we might be able
to plan our main Crewe reunion on the appropriate weekend next
year, but that somewhat depends on when Crewe FC is playing at
home and whether Chester could possibly put up with us again.

Would you please pass on to everyone how much we enjoyed
our visit and appreciated being treated as part of the family.
Thank you all for having us and we much look forward to
renewing our ties again soon.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Mosse

Dear All,
The Grandson of a friend of mine had both his legs blown off

by an IED in Afghanistan last year. He was just 21 years old.
Others suffer more serious injuries and are much younger. Some
don’t make it back alive. Some do but never recover either
physically or mentally.

I am trying to raise funds for “Help the Heroes” which is an
organisation which supports injured UK servicemen and women.

My idea is to write a book which will be a compilation of
short military stories beginning withWorldWar I and charting up
to present day. I hope to have it ready for launch just before
Remembrance Day 2013. All royalties will go to Help for
Heroes.

Do you have any short stories (less than 1,000 words) or
historical documents telling stories? Any service age or rank is
welcome. Getting accurate historical detail is difficult and so the
book can only be “based upon” true stories - although I would
appreciate some form of authentication. Names do not need to be
associated with stories unless requested and approved. I will edit
but I will also try and keep the stories as accurate as possible.
This is not a comment on the causes of war and who is right or
wrong. It is about men and women stepping forward and risking
their lives for others.

Soldiers don’t like telling war stories either because they
don’t want to brag or their memories are just too painful and they
would rather forget. Most of us know a friend or family member

with history but finding out what happened is another matter. For
example both of my Grandfathers were injured in the Somme but
I never found out what happened. Another friend of mine served
in the Parachute Regiment and I knew him for over twenty years
but he only ever told me two stories. He died a few weeks ago
and now his memories have died with him.

I want to mix grim reality with courage and above all
humour. Just how these blokes see the funny side of their
experiences is beyond me - but they do.

If you have any information or help at all, it would be most
welcome. My e-mail address is: Smile@grahamwilding.com

Best wishes,
GrahamWilding

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Dear Editor,
Regarding Newsletter June 2011 (Christmas Dinner

Selerang Barracks 1958). I was present at the above dinner, and
although I recognise several faces in the photo I am unable to
recall names. However the “main” event that I recall very well at
that Xmas dinner was, Cpl Bill Roughly, after several pints of
Tiger beer, entering the kitchen, grabbing a cooked turkey
intended for the troops’ dinner being chased by the ACC WO
“Rusty Dowdle” into the dining room hall. At this point we all
became aware of what was happening and amid great whoops the
“bun fight” started. Bill got away and no doubt he and his family
enjoyed their Xmas dinner. We all had great fun, I can’t recall if
Bill was ever found out and charged.

Sgts Alan Rowe and Bill Helliwell should remember the
occasion.

Does the above “ring any bells” with anyone?
Regards,
John McGarry

CALLING ALL WWII VETERANS

ARE YOU AWORLDWAR II VETERAN?

If so, you qualify for a national lottery funded holiday /
memorial tour.

Did you know the national lottery will fund a return visit to
the locations where you served (for the ‘Far East’ you will
receive £1800.00)! But this offer ends on 21st December 2011.

Not only do the veterans themselves qualify, but in the case
where a veteran is deceased, their widows qualify instead.

There is an equal allowance for a spouse. In addition an
individual or a couple are both entitled to bring along a carer, for
which there is a further generous allowance.

Any second world war veteran who served with or alongside
the British armed forces and is a UK and Channel Islands, Isle of
Man or Republic of Ireland resident is eligible for the funding.

Veterans have used the funding to return to places including
France, Holland, Italy, Greece, Malta, India, the Far East, and
North Africa.

Telephone the heroes return helpline on 0845 00 00 121 or
visit the website www.biglotteryfund.org.uk.
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2011
29 October East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
4 December Droppin Well Memorial Service, Ballykelly

2012
18 February CRA AGM & Meeanee Reunion, Chester

13 April Officers Association Lunch, Crowthorne
11 May Chester Races

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2011-2012

CLUB NEWS
The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties

by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club.

Normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS
June
£100.00 Mrs E Escott Stockport
£50.00 Mr W Birkett Kirkham
£25.00 Mr H E J King Ramsgate

July
£100.00 Mr R J H Hinnett Nantwich
£50.00 Mr A W Broadbent Holywell
£25.00 Mr M A Carmon Chester

August
£100.00 Mr M K Evans Torquay
£50.00 Mr A Rowe Prenton
£25.00 Mr J Dyke Glossop

EAST CHESHIRE REUNION
The East Cheshire Reunion will take place at the Armoury,

TAC Stockport on Saturday 29th October 2011. The reunion also
incorporates the old 7th Battalion Reunion, which this year
celebrates its 63rd anniversary, a quite unique occasion for a
battalion reunion.

All those who have worn the cap badge of the Cheshire
Regiment, Regular or TA, the Mercian Volunteers or the Mercian
Regiment can attend. It is a very good evening and we have been
fortunate in the last five years of having an average attendance of
200. The price of the ticket is again £7.50. For those who served
in the Regiment in WW2 the ticket is free. If you are interested
please apply for your ticket to: Alan Jennings, c/o John Holden
Security, Unit 3, Oakfield Road Trading Estate, Altrincham,
WA15 8EJ, by the 10th October please.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – ALREWAS

If your Branch is proposing a trip to the National Memorial
Arboretum (NMA) at Alrewas, the Royal British Legion Club is
recommended as a calling point for refreshments.

How to find it:
From the National Memorial Arboretum
Take the A513 towards Rugeley. After crossing over the A38 at
the roundabout follow the signpost A38 Alrewas/Burton. On
joining the service road running alongside the A38 look out
immediately for the Clubhouse on the left-hand side.
Travelling North on the A38
Approximately four miles after passing Lichfield take the A513
Tamworth / Rugeley exit. Go straight ahead onto the service road
running alongside the A38 but immediately look out for the
Clubhouse located on the left-hand side.
Travelling South on the A38
Approximately eight miles South of Burton-on-Trent take the
A513 Tamworth / Rugeley exit towards Rugeley. After crossing
over the A38 at the roundabout follow the signpost A38 Alrewas
/ Burton. Immediately on joining the service road running
alongside the A38 look out for the Clubhouse located on the left-
hand side.

Alrewas & District
Royal British Legion Club
Rykneld Street, Alrewas,
Burton-on-Trent, DE13 7AX
Tel: 01283 791686
Email: arblclub@GMail.com

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday 12.00 Noon - 12.00pm
Sunday 12.00 Noon - 11.30pm

The Club Steward, Jayne Deverall will be delighted to
discuss any requirements your party may have. Please contact
her on 01283 791686 or by e-mail at arblclub.gmail.com.

SNIPPETS

Some military laws…

The Quartermaster has only two sizes – too large and too
small.

Never share a trench with anyone braver than yourself.

Teamwork is essential – it gives the enemy other people to
shoot at.

Combat always occurs on the ground between two adjoining
maps.

Four Wheel Drive just means getting stuck in more
inaccessible places.

If at first you don’t succeed, then bomb disposal probably
isn’t for you.

If you really need an officer in a hurry, take a nap.

Don't be conspicuous. In the combat zone, it draws fire. Out
of the combat zone, it draws sergeants.

Incoming fire has the right of way.

The army with the smartest dress uniform will lose.
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LAST POST

Reginald Bailey died 16 May 2011 served 1949-51

Bill Banner died Jul 2011, aged 78, ex 1st Bn 1951/53
and 7th Bn (TA) 1953/56

LCpl Jason Leslie Birch died June 2011, served 4th Bn
Mercian Volunteers

Alan Cooney died 3 Jun 2011 Ex 1st Bn

William Dodd died 23 May 2011 served 1950’s Suez

Stan Freeman aged 95 years served 2nd and 6th Bn N Africa,
Italy, Normandy, Berlin

Wallace Hartley died 2 Jul 2011

Jean Joinson wife of Nev died 21 Jun 2011

Alan Kenyon died 16 Jun 2011 Ext 1st Bn served Munster
and Minden

Brian May died Jul 2010

Henry Massey died 23 Jun 2011 Ex 1st Bn served Suez

LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHILIP WILDE

22nd April 1944 to 31st May 2011

Born in April 1944 in Marple, Cheshire, and having been
educated in the County, it was natural that Philip should be
commissioned into the 22nd. Joining the Regiment in Munster in
September 1965, Philip’s Sandhurst training was soon to be put
to the test by his Platoon Sergeant, the redoubtable Sergeant
Lees, formerly SAS, who was to quickly redefine Philip’s
formally trained tactical mindset. Together they formed a good
team, distinguishing themselves on one occasion when 1
CHESHIRE were enemy ‘Red Force’, with the Platoon single
handedly bringing a large NATO exercise to an untimely end 24
hours early, by making off with the ‘Blue (NATO) Force’ entire
petrol resupply under cover of darkness!

Regimental duty took him through postings in UK, Bahrain,
Berlin, two Op Banner tours and to the Staff College in 1977.
From there he returned as a Company Commander in Minden,
including another Op Banner tour. His travels then took him to a
Staff job in Hong Kong, back to Northern Ireland as Training
Major to 4 UDR and thence to Warminster as an instructor at the
JDSC.

Philip’s selection to be first CO of 3 Cheshire in 1986 was an
admirable choice, bearing in mind his County roots and his
previous experience as a successful Adjutant of the Mercian
Volunteers. This fledgling TA Battalion needed the impetus and
drive which Philip gave it. And under his leadership from
January 1987 to August 1989, the Battalion made its mark and
was highly respected for its achievements.

Having commanded 3 Cheshire, he was posted to SHAPE in
Mons, Belgium, after which he returned to Salisbury Plain,
firstly to Bulford then to Warminster, as CO of the Support Unit.
On retirement from the Army in 1997, he took up a position
within the Royal British Legion (RBL) as the Head of
Membership Training. This involved the mammoth task of
training the membership to run the Legion’s Branches. His

dedication was recognised by the award of the RBL Gold Badge,
its highest accolade. He retired from the RBL in 2009 on his 65th
birthday.

Philip was an active member of the Guild of Battlefield
Guides and was highly respected for his knowledge ofWorldWar
I campaigns. His passion for military history came from a
number of sources. During the nine months in Bahrain in 1969,
he had jointly led a small party of the 22nd on an expedition to
the Scinde (Pakistan), in the footsteps of General Napier, with
the aim of identifying the site of battle of Meeanee. And whilst
in Belgium at SHAPE, twenty years later, his visits to WW1
battlefields inspired a particular interest in this period. He
regularly gave up his weekends to conduct parties of young
soldier recruits to the battlefields of both World Wars in Belgium
and France, especially Ypres, the Somme and Normandy.

A big aspect of Philip’s life centred around sport. Excelling
at school in the 440 yards hurdles, it was inevitable that he would
be in the Regimental 4 x 440 yards relay squad, an integral part
of a hat trick of wins in the ArmyAthletics Championships in the
late ‘60s.

Few will know that Philip was a talented and sensitive
landscape artist; or that he had a very fine singing voice and for
twenty years regularly sang in church choirs; or that he had been
a mature student of the Open University, gaining a BSc.

Philip brought a boundless enthusiasm into everything he
tackled; he had an unquenchable joie de vivre which rubbed off
on all with whom he came in contact, which he retained to the
end, and above all, he was an example to us all on how to lead a
full life. Philip was without doubt a rare example of a multi-
faceted individual who was truly able to find a proper balance
between his professional and family lives; and the fact that his
son and his son-in law are serving officers in the Regiment,
means his legacy lives on.

OBITUARY


