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INTRODUCTION by the Honorary Colonel
Colonel N C Glazebrook TD

This newsletter covers another busy year for the Cheshire Yeomanry
Squadron of the Royal Mercian and Lancastrian Yeomanry and for the
Regimental Association. The serving squadron has yet again shown
outstanding commitment with no fewer than fourteen members
serving on operational tours of Afghanistan and Iraq since the last
newsletter. This represents close to twenty per cent of the squadron’s
established strength and yet the squadron still achieved outstanding
training results.

I have written before that there can be very few sub units in the TA that
have consistently provided as many individuals for operational tours.

It was immensely pleasing to see that Laurie Curry was awarded the
MBE in the Birthday Honours list. I am sure that all will agree that this
award was richly deserved for all the outstanding work he has done for
the Regimental Association as well as SSAFA and the Royal British
Legion. With typical humility Laurie has said the award should have
been bestowed on the Association were it possible; however he
underestimates his vital role and his efforts in making the Association
able to carry out its work. We all owe him so much.

Of particular note this year was the laying up of our old guidon in Fox
Barracks on Litani Day. It should age well in its glass case and serve to
remind future Cheshire yeomen of the proud history of the Regiment.

Sadly, as ever, we list our old comrades who have passed away. While
space does not allow me to write on each, however I would particularly
like to mention Peter Maurice Jones who was such a staunch supporter
of the Association throughout the years.

Finally I hope everyone will try to attend Litani Day this year at Eaton
Hall; we get few opportunities to meet during the year and this is an
excellent opportunity to renew old friendships in wonderful
surroundings.



2008/09 REPORT ON THE SERVING SQUADRON
C (Cheshire Yeomanry) Squadron
The Royal Mercian and Lancastrian Yeomanry
By Major Rupert Collis

C (Cheshire Yeomanry) Squadron has continued to thrive throughout 2008 in a year which has
seen the Territorial Army celebrate its 100 year Anniversary. The TA has changed considerably
over the years, with the Reserves now becoming more aligned with our Regular counterparts,
whom we are supporting to an ever greater degree on Operations. We are awaiting the outcome
of the Strategic Review of Reserves which is due shortly, however, I am confident that the
RMLY is well placed to benefit from the review especially as the Yeomanry as a whole
continues to be well recruited and maintains its relevance through its adaptability and its
willingness to commit to whatever is presented to us.

The focus for 2008 has been for the Regiment to continue to develop and build on our RAC
core skills through collective training, with each Squadron hosting and organising an FTX for
the rest of the Regiment, with this training culminating in the 2 week exercise at Warminster
and Salisbury Plain. B Squadron hosted the first of these exercises in April, and saw the
Regiment deploying to Thetford training area in Norfolk. The Squadrons went through a series
of stands which allowed the individual Troops to focus on their core skills including: Troop
movement, hides, advance to contact, quick attack, progressing to Squadron level drills
towards the end of the weekend. B Squadron had also secured a Gazelle which allowed each
SHQ to conduct a full air recce of the area for the Squadron attack on the Sunday. The
weekend afforded the Squadron a platform upon which the training for the rest of the year
could be built upon.

The next Regimental weekend was hosted by A Squadron and involved the Squadrons forming
up at Nesscliffe prior to an advance to contact from south Shropshire heading west towards
Wales. The exercise focused on movement across ground on a much larger scale and it allowed
2Lt Jones and Lt Karadia, 1st and 2nd Troop Leaders, the opportunity to develop their
command and control skills. This was a successful weekend and gave commanders and troops
at all levels the confidence in their abilities in terms of signals, navigation, Troop and Squadron
tactics, but most importantly in building the cohesion and effectiveness of the Troop.

The Squadron has continued to support the various social and ceremonial events throughout
the year, including Cavalry Memorial in May. This is always a popular weekend and saw a
good contingent from the Squadron heading down to London, which included not only the
‘seasoned campaigners’ but also a number of new members of the Squadron who were
initiated into the ways of Cav Mem. This year the Salute was taken by Prince Charles followed
by the short service and Act of Remembrance at the bandstand.

In addition to the Squadron’s normal commitments on Operations, exercise, ceremonial events
and recruiting, 2008 has been our centenary year in the form of TA100, which saw the
Regiment taking part in events throughout the region and included the very successful
‘Families Day’ at Ternhill in June. A medals parade was held which allowed us to formally
recognise the commitment of Squadron members on Operations. This weekend was quickly
followed by our annual Adventure Training which took place at the Joint Services Mountain
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Training Centre in the Menai Straits on Anglesey.
The weekend was well attended and focused on
waterborne activities including canoeing, kayaking
and raft building. Needless to say that more time
was spent in the water than in the boats, but the
weekend provided an invaluable opportunity for
team building.

In July the focus turned to the Litani Weekend
during which we had the great honour of being able
to lay up the Cheshire Yeomanry Guidon at Fox Barracks. This weekend is always a busy one
in the Squadron calendar and this year was no different. On Friday evening, the Squadron
attended the Chester Races and we were extremely well looked after by SQMS Crowton,
SQMS Newton, Sgt Harris and their team. who laid
on an excellent spread, complimented this year by a
hog roast. There was an excellent turnout from both
the Squadron and Association which reaffirmed this
event as one of the Squadron’s main social events.

During Saturday, the Guidon party comprising SSM
Speed, SSgt Garbutt, Sgt Roberts and Sgt Davis,
were carrying out their final drill rehearsals prior to
the service on Sunday and on Saturday evening we
hosted the Litani Command Dinner. Final preparations were made on Sunday morning and
almost 47 years to the day that we were originally presented the Guidon at Chester Castle,
Canon Perris Williams led the service to lay up the old Guidon. The drumhead service was
attended by many serving and ex members of the Sguadron, and also by Colonel Nick
Glazebrook, Lt Col Johnny Brooking and the new Regimental Honorary Colonel, Major
General Farquhar. We should also thank the Cadet Royal Marine Corps of Drums and the City
of Chester Band for their excellent support to the occasion. Following the service, we

- ' exchanged our service dress for cricket
whites for the annual *Officers™ v. *Other
Ranks™ cricket match, which was played
out on a glorious English summer’s day,
with refreshments provided in Capt Mark
Hodgkinson’s Pimms Tent.

As we neared the end of July, focus
returned to the Regimental Troop Tests
weekend in Clocaenog Forest, North
Wales. The weekend comprised a series of
stands designed to test the Troops in various military skills ranging from clearing minefields,
observation, vehicle recovery, hides and VCPs. During Saturday night, the Troops were tasked
with carrying out CTRs on various positions in preparation for an attack on Sunday. This was a
weekend thoroughly enjoved by all, although at one point the midges nearly got the better of us.

Whilst August is normally a quieter month, there was still a lot of work being done to ready the
Squadron for Annual Camp which was to take place on Salisbury Plain. The Exercise
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instruction had been issued some time prior and from the MEL, we knew that this was going lo
be a busy camp! The Regiment was based in Westdown Camp and the first week was spent in
the CATT (Combined Arms Tactical Trainer), which is essentially a vast warehouse containing
a Battlegroup’s worth of simulators. The Regiment started with the basics and through the
week we built up to Squadron on Squadron attacks, which not surprisingly became very
competitive and I am pleased to say that C Squadron came away with the trophy. After a 24
hour R&R period. the Squadrons fitted the TES kit and deployed onto the Plain. The second
week involved putting into practise the armoured tactics learnt in CATT, and comprised
several missions conducted over the next few days. This was certainly an intense week with
little sleep and culminated in C Squadron providing the OPFOR against the rest of the
Regiment. The Squadron held its own and effectively denied the ground, thus completing our
mission. On reflection, the two weeks were excellent, it proved to be both mentally and
physically challenging, and everyone at all levels came away having learnt a great deal.

As Autumn approached, it was C Squadron’s turn to host the Regimental FTX — Ex Mexican
Deva. This was the final exercise of the year and skill levels were high with the Regiment only
3 weeks before having returned from Salisbury Plain.
The Regiment moved to a concentration area at
Burwarton Estate. Shropshire on Friday night, from
where we carried out an Advance to contact heading
north through Shropshire via Apley Estate, Sansaw
Estate, Nesscliffe, Sleap Airfield and finishing at
Eaton Hall Estate. The training team including SSgt
Hunt, Sgt Webb, Capt Paton, Capt Morris, WO2
Williams, SSM Speed, SQMS Crowton and SQMS Newton; all deserve great thanks for the
hard work that went into making this ambitious weekend a great success.

As the year drew to an end, CR2 gunnery became the main effort with the build up to Annual
Firing at Lulworth in November. This year it was good to see two of the tanks being
commanded by C Squadron officers, namely Capt Jamie Paton and Capt Robert Dunlea-Jones.
[t was excellent to see the Squadron performing well on the tanks with the crews including
SQMS Newton, LCpl Tew, Tpr Church and LCpl Chaney who took the trophy for Regimental
top Gunner.

In November, C Squadron took part in the Remembrance Parade at Chester Cathedral in
somewhat damp conditions and this year we were very honoured to be able to host a
contingent from our affiliated warship, HMS Albion. It was extremely good to see such a good
turnout from the Squadron, their families and the Association, probably one of the best in
recent years, and Sgt Harris certainly earned his keep that day.

The Squadron has had a heavy commitment on Operations in 2008 during a period of
heightened insurgent activity and conducted against a backdrop of a sophisticated and
determined enemy, complex political and legal constraints, and an arduous terrain and climate.
We were pleased to welcome home from Iraq; Lt Karadia, Tpr Chaney, Tpr Shenton, Tpr
Ireland. Tpr Mountfort and Tpr Jervis who were in support of RDG. In addition, we welcome
back from Afghanistan SSM Speed, Sgt McDonagh, Cpl McSorley, Cpl Rowe and LCpl
Wooster, who all certainly had a *busy” tour, and more recently Cpl Crabbe and Cpl Wyatt who
have returned from their tour with 5 Scots. We also wish Cpl Richardson the very best for his
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tour on Op Herrick 9 where he will train on the ISTAR equipment as part of the Base
Surveillance Troop in support of 3 Commando Brigade in Helmand.

We welcome Sgt Cosby (RDG) as our new Gunnery PSI and say farewell to SSgt Hunt (RDG)
who has now returned to his Regiment. We also say goodbye to Lt Dan Jones and Lt Rik
Karadia who are both looking to go regular and started at Sandhurst back in January, and Capt
Robert Dunlea-Jones who has started a 1 year FTRS post with RDG. The following deserve to
be congratulated on their promotions: SSM Speed, Lt Jones, SSgt Garbutt, Sgt Roberts, Cpl
Richardson, Cpl Philips, Cpl McSorley, Cpl Wyatt, Cpl Crabbe and LCpl Chaney.

As we near the end of the training year, the Squadron is in good health and recruiting is on the
increase and we look forward to the challenges ahead with the training focus this year being on
the Contemporary Operating Environment and the 2 week exercise in Germany in September.

A HUNDRED YEARS OF THE TERRITORIAL ARMY
By Lt Col H Williams ACF

The national launch of TA 100 in April 08 started a year of celebrations to commemorate 100
years of service and commitment by reservists everywhere. As we read elsewhere in this
Newsletter, the Cheshire Yeomanry has much earlier origins of 1797 and saw action across the
globe in conflicts in France, South Africa and the Middle East to its present day commitments
in the Gulf.

The Centenary is also a great opportunity to publicly acknowledge the amazing contribution
that reservists give to their country. Reservists provide a vital service alongside regular army
soldiers in sometimes taxing and arduous conditions, leaving families and careers behind. In
recent times, the effort and commitment of reservists has been recognised more and more by
the general public. From a period in the *50s and '60s when reservists were viewed as
‘weekend warriors’ they are now understood to be an effective, capable and integral part of the
‘One Army.’ The TA is now being relied upon more heavily than at any time since World War
11, as nearly 15,000 Territorials have served alongside the regular army in Iraq and Afghanistan
since 2003. TA soldiers have played a vital role in activities from the dreaded Foot and Mouth
Outbreak in 2001, to 2003 when during the 24-hour firemen’s strike the military Green
Goddess fire engines were utilised. Reservists helped victims of the floods of 2007 and
approximately100 North West TA Reservists served in Iraq & Afghanistan in 2008. The TA
run the only Field Hospital in Afghanistan and nationally about 1200 TA per year serve in the
Gulf with approximately 10% of these being from the North West. Through these high-profile
engagements and community-based projects, relatives, friends, employers and colleagues now
have a greater understanding and appreciation of how much time and commitment is involved
in being a TA reservist — and that for some, the ultimate sacrifice does not distinguish between
regular or territorial soldier.

One newly commissioned officer recently summed up the value of this commitment: ‘Since
joining the TA, I' ve learned so much that I can take into my civilian life, and whether you are a
commissioned or a non-commissioned officer, you learn transferable skills that are highly
valued in the workplace. Being valued and doing a valuable job is what the TA is all about.”
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THE CHESHIRE (EARL OF CHESTER’S) YEOMANRY
A short history by Capt Christopher Naylor

The Cheshire Yeomanry can trace its history back to 1797 when Sir John Fleming Leicester of
Tabley raised a county regiment of light cavalry in response to the growing fears of invasion
from Napoleonic France. In 1803 the Prince of Wales (later King George IV) gave his
permission for the Regiment to wear his triple feather crest, a badge that Cheshire Yeoman still
wear today. The Regiment first saw action of an unexpected nature, supporting the civil
powers in the textile riots of the early 1800s. The first battle honour was, however, won in
South Africa in 1900-02, when the Regiment provided two companies of Imperial Yeomanry
of eighteen months service.

In the First World War the Regiment spent 1914-15 training in Norfolk before being sent to
fight dismounting in Egypt in 1916-17. There they met up with the 2nd Duke of Westminster
(the legendary Bend’Or, a veteran of South Africa, who had been posted away from the
Regiment) with his Rolls Royce armoured cars, the prototype of which he had produced at his
own expense in 1914. In February 1916, after the battle of Mersa Matruh, the Duke mounted a
raid against the Senussi using the cars. He was instructed to pursue them with ‘reasonable
boldness’. Driving across the desert at high speed, the Duke and his 12 cars caught the fieeing
enemy, Killing many of the Senussi and all of their Turkish companions, returning with three
captured guns, nine machine guns and 30 prisoners. In March 1916 the Duke and the Rolls
Royce mounted Cheshire Yeoman rescued the survivors of two British merchant vessels,
torpedoed off the coast of what is now Libya; this was achieved under the noses of the Senussi,
earning the Duke world-wide praise and the DSO. One of the Rolls Royces was subsequently
used by Colonel T E Lawrence in Arabia.

The Regiment moved to Palestine in 1917, this time as half a battalion of the 10th Kings
Shropshire Light Infantry, and saw fierce fighting against the Turks in battles for Jerusalem,
Jericho and Tel Azur, before embarking for France in April 1918. The KSLI saw action at the
Somme, Bapaume and Epehy, suffering heavy casualties. The Battalion was disbanded in June
1919, and the Cheshire Yeomanry was reconstituted as a cavalry regiment in March 1920. The
Regiment remained mounted until 1942, seeing action in Palestine, Syria and the Lebanon,
where the Officer’s Mess acquired a particular fondness for the wines of Chateau Musar in the
Bequaa Valley, a fondness which still persists. As one of the last regiments of the British
Army to fight on horseback, the Cheshire Yeomanry found it particularly painful to lose its
horses and to re-role as a Signals Regiment, but the yeomen applied themselves to their new
role and service followed in the Middle East, England and North West Europe until the spring
of 1946.

On May Day 1947, the Cheshire Yeomanry reformed as an armoured regiment, equipped with
Cromwell and Comet tanks. It continued as such until 1958, when it re-equipped with Daimler
armoured cars. The defence re-organisation of 1967 led to the disbanding of the Regiment
except for a small cadre, but happily in 1971 the Queens Own Yeomanry (QOY) was formed
from 4 old yeomanry regiments, including the Cheshire Yeomanry. This lasted until 1999
when the Regiment, as part of the Strategic Defence Review, was amalgamated into The Royal
Mercian and Lancastrian Yeomanry.



CHESHIRE YEOMANRY STANDARDS
By Capt Christopher Naylor

At a simple ceremony at Fox Barracks on Sunday 13th July 2008 the Cheshire Yeomanry’s
Guidon was formally laid up. The Association Chaplin, Canon Perris Williams, took a short
service on the Parade Ground in front of a small gathering of past and present Yeomen and
their families. It was a happy occasion to mark the laying up of the Regiment’s one and only
Guidon, presented on 8th July 1961.

Until the Queen granted permission in 1957 Yeomanry regiments did not carry guidons or
other colours. However before 1893 the structure of all Yeomanry regiments had been much
more informal than they were during the 20th Century. During the 19th Century the Cheshire
Yeomanry had been an independent force organized on a troop basis and it had standards.
From 1893 yeomanries were incorporated more fully into the structure of the regular army.

The first standards appear to have been presented to the Earl of Chester’s Yeomanry Cavalry at
a ceremony at Tabley Park in January 1804 when HRH Lieutenant-General Prince William
Frederick of Gloucester, grandson of George II, and commandant of the North-Western
District, reviewed the Regiment. In his speech Prince William said, ‘... I am perfectly certain
that you are all aware of the important charge I this day entrust to you, in placing these
standards under your safeguard, and that you will never allow them to be wrested from you.’
There were three standards and all bore the Prince of Wales's feathers. One was the King’s
painted standard with gold fringes, and the other two blue painted regimental standards with
silver fringes. They were manufactured by Messrs. G. and W. D. Almaine of Bow Street,
London, and cost, including three cornet’s silver laced belts with plated swivels, £55 10s.

It is not known how long these three standards lasted or what became of them. However in the
Cheshire Military Museum are five standards which were probably presented soon after
William IV’s accession to the throne in 1830. One is a Royal Standard and the other four are
regimental standards. The Royal Standard is crimson with a gold fringe; the Royal crown,
above a wreath containing the Rose, Shamrock and Thistle and the Royal motto are in the
centre flanked by four embroidered medailions in the corners, two of which show a horse at
full gallop on a red background, and two of which have the initials ‘K.C.Y.C." on a blue
background. The other four, all identical except for their individual number, are blue with a
gold fringe with the Royal cipher, the centre of which contains the letters WR, surmounted by
a crown, and with the same four embroidered medallions as on the Royal standard albeit the
background to ‘K.C.Y.C.’ is red.

In 1837 Queen Victoria acceded to the throne and the old standards became outdated. During
1841 and 1842 there was considerable economic turmoil and consequential unrest in the whole
country. A large number of firms went bankrupt and there followed riots and strikes as the
working population suffered. The King’s Cheshire Yeomanry was frequently called out as an
aid to the civil authorities in the eastern towns of Cheshire. For their role the Regiment
received considerable praise and thanks both from the Government and the local authorities.
As a result a subscription was organized throughout the County of Cheshire to provide the
Regiment with a new set of standards and a silver trumpet with a banner embroidered with
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the Royal Arms, The principal, or Royal Standard, was of rich crimson damask silk with gold
fringe. In its centre were the Royal Arms embroidered in gold with the letters KCY in the
corners and surrounded by a wreath, with the Rose, Shamrock and Thistle enclosed in a similar
wreath. The four squadron standards were of scarlet silk with the initials VR worked in gold
and surmounted by a crown, and underneath the inscription ‘King’s Cheshire Yeomanry' and a
wreath of the Rose, Shamrock and Thistle. In the corners were the initials KCY surrounded by
a wreath and the arms of the Earl of Chester.

With the Earl of Stamford and Warrington, the Lord
Licutenant, indisposed, the presentation was made by the
Mayor of Maccesfield supported by deputations from
Macclesfield. Stockport. Congleton and Sandbach, The
standards were presented on 5th June 1843 at a parade on
Bootle Sands not far from Liverpool where the Regiment
was on duty. The ceremony commenced with the
The bugler at the laying up of the “hurying” of the old colours which were slowly carried to

Guicior:was Capt-Philip Morris. the rear of the line whilst the band played Auld Lang
Syne. Then the five new colours were presented and handed over to the five captains
commanding the squadrons and the trumpet was presented to the Trumpet-Major. The parade
ended with three hearty cheers, with a fourth for the Mayor of Macclesfield and the
deputations. The Regiment then went through a field day after which it returned to Liverpool
with its new standards protected by a guard of honour. The old standards were taken to Tatton
Hall where they were laid up. remaining there until Colonel Geoffrey Churton secured them
for the Regiment in 1959, What happened to the
five Queen Victoria standards is unknown. as is also
the case with the silver trumpet.

Does any reader have any idea of the possible
whereabouts of the three 1804 standards or of the
five 1843 standards and trumpet?




OPERATION TOSCA - Cyprus Sept 08-April 09
By Capt Bob Paterson

[ am currently the 2i/c 80th (Cheshire Yeomanry) Signal Squadron, 33 Signal Regiment based
at Crown Gate barracks in Runcorn and am currently on an operational tour with 32 Signal
Regt Group as part of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus. The regiment is
made up of 28 separate regiments with Officers and soldiers from signals, armoured
reconnaissance, artillery, infantry, engineers and logistics units, This is the first time that a
Territorial Army regiment has deployed on Operations since the Korean War,

The United Nations Peacekeeping Force (UNFICYP) was established in 1964 to preserve
international peace and security, to use best efforts to prevent a recurrence of fighting and. as
necessary, to contribute to the maintenance and restoration of law and order and a return to
normal conditions. Nicosia is still the only divided capital in the world. There have been many
military contingents that have served in Cyprus, the main contingents being Argentina (Sector
1) on the west of the island, United Kingdom (Sector 2) centre of the island and the capital, and
the Slovakian/Hungarian (Sector 4) contingents to the east of the island and many additional
nationalities from Austria, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Peru and Paraguay.

I am employed in the role of Ops Info Officer in Sector 2 based at Ledra Palace Hotel in
Nicosia. The role of the Ops Info Cell is to monitor and analyse the political situation in
Cyprus and how it affects our AOR. Most information comes by way of Greek and Turkish
newspapers and media feeds received from HQ UNFICYP and our counterparts in Sector |
and 4 through weekly meetings. This information is then analysed to predict the current
political situation and how it will affect our patrols on the ground giving a daily brief. We also
accurately record incidents which occur in the ‘Buffer Zone™ and any violations committed
from either side are reported through the COC back to the relevant OPFOR.

We maintain all historical data which also provides us with vital information for both military
and civilian trend analysis. As the problem in Cyprus has been political and not a military one
we have had many visitors, from COs of the various regiments, civil dignitaries, Ambassadors
from all over the world to the ex President of USA, Jimmy Carter and Bishop Desmond Tutu
who are members of the *‘ELDERS’ group.

The tour has given the Officers and soldiers an opportunity to bring more to the table than just
~ their military skills. Being TA they have had a wide
¢ variety of specialist skills from Police, Medical,
Engineering, Driving, Housing Management and Media
backgrounds which have been fully utilised. We have
had the opportunity to undertake adventurous training
and gain qualification in diving, climbing, sailing and
powerboat handling amongst other activities.

C;lpmin ]ilc Pennett QOY and Wc. are now preparing to return in F_\pri[. whereby 32

Captain Bob Paterson 80 Sigs Sqn CY Signal Regiment Group will be disbanded and the

and old Shackleton Bomber Cyprus, Op  Officers and soldiers will return to their respective
Tosca. regiments and civilian occupations.
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OP HERRICK 7 with The King’s Royal Hussars — Afghanistan
By Cpl Steve McSorley — 3 Troop

I went down to Chilwell in September in preparation for
operations in Afghanistan, For two weeks I did MATT training,
fitness tests and military skills. I then moved down to Tidworth
and was attached to the KRH for gunnery training, but actually
did not meet any members of my troop until I was in
Afghanistan. I arrived in Kandahar where we spent 12 hours,
and then moved straight to Camp Bastion in Helmund. Here we
started on acclimatisation routines. We did a few gentle jogs to
get us used to the altitude and heat, then a briefing, and then it
was straight out onto the ground to a Patrol Base at Inkaman as
the relief in place for the Anglians. This was quite difficult as
we had no time to understand local conditions or ground. Our

: role was a heavy fire and armoured support. What was
supposed to be an 18 hour journey to Inkaman took us 5 days. The Taliban were used to the
routine of new reliefs coming in and the Mastiff was the number one target for the enemy. The
Mastiff was hugely successful in keeping the troops safe and secure and the Tahbdn were
trying their best to destroy it. Two of the
group were hit by a rocket on arrival and
were seriously injured, this had a major
effect on me as I had only been in theatre for
10 days and you always think it will not
happen to you. All section worked quickly
together to apply immediate first aid. It
certainly bonded the section together. I was
deaf for ages afterwards.

We followed the river up stream using Iraqi
operational guidelines, but this part of the
country was not desert at all, in fact some areas looked like part of the Yorkshire Moors! We had
to keep finding different routes to escape the enemy and then return back to the main route.
Finally we arrived at the Patrol Base at Kandahar which was the size of the tank park at Fox
with sangers at each corner and a small mortar line overlooking the green zone along side the
Helmand River. As soon as we arrived into
the camp mortar rockets showered down,
and that was when it hit home, that this was
one very dangerous place! We were just a
handful, a few Anglians and Royal Marines
and us to keep the area secure. We cleared
areas, showed a presence, but as soon as we
left or moved the Taliban moved back in and
you started in another part, they then
followed you back in, we were going in
circles around each other, we cleared, moved
oul, they moved in, we cleared, etc, etc. The




Taliban had in depth knowledge of the ground, they were in civilian clothes and mostly had the
upper hand. It was a 360° battle ground, not like training at all, where the enemy is always in
front of you. Tactics are developing from tour to tour and are moving from a noisy, full
powered advance to contact to a more stealth approach using the element of surprise to gain
the advantage. These tactics were proving to be very effective. However, whenever we
improvised, the enemy would copy and adapt their tactics as well. Very frustrating!

On an armoured vehicle it is very difficult to have down time as the vehicles had o be
maintained and at the time | was there, they had only recently arrived in theatre. The
Americans had designed them for mostly road use. but since using them in Afghanistan the
British have added and increased the payload of armour. However, when we did have time to
sit and think, we sat in groups, sometimes playing cards and eating Haribo sweeties, but we
were never really able to relax because of the constant threat of [DF (indirect fire). Expect the
unexpected has become my motto, you have to think outside the box from your normal
Squadron training. An experience, in every sense of the word and I would recommend every
member of C Squadron to brush up their fieldcraft skills.

NO SAND BUT LOTS OF SNOW
By Staff Sergeant Patton — 33 Signal Regiment

I was Attached to 16 Signal Regiment, based at EImpt Station Germany, preparing to go off to
sun and sand. All the training was completed, through the driving rain, howling winds — we
were prepared and ready to go. In early February 2008, 230 Signal Sqn flew to Kandahar,
ready to be deployed up and down the
Afghanistan provinces. My first role in
theatre as a Troop Sgt was to ‘takeover’ the
Commeen from the unit leaving Camp
Souter in Kabul, approx 6000 ft up in the
Hindu Kush mountains. Certainly no sand
here, well not any that could be seen, it
was under 2 feet of snow! Lots of sunshine
but with a daytime high of minus 17°C, the
snow would be around for a while. At the
end of March I was transferred to Camp
Bastion to a much busier environment,
supporting all of Helmand Province. The
Commcen was manned 24 hours a day and covered everything from stores and supplies
signals for all of the units, repairs and faults for all communication systems.

During my time at Bastion, [ trained as a ‘team medic’ to help back up the medics in case of
‘mass casualties’. I was able to put into practice my newly learned skills when deployed to
Lashkar Gar after a suicide bomber detonated in a market place.

Towards the end of my tour I was deployed out to FOB Inkerman in Sangin. This has got to be
the harshest place I have ever worked in. Continually covered in dust, chlorinated well water
and bombardment from the Taliban, made it a very ‘interesting’ stay.
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A FRIENDLY AFFILIATION
By Major Jonathan D Baldwin

Even the sun shone as I walked onto Crewe station to travel to Plymouth to join HMS ALBION
for one of her “affiliation voyages’. After a nostalgic journey through the countryside of my
youth, I arrived at Camel’s Head Gate leading into the Devonport Naval Base, where everyone
gathered before being bussed to the quay. Here we boarded the landing craft which would take
us out to ALBION, moored just inside the massive breakwater protecting Plymouth from the
fierce seas running up from the Western Approaches. Walking across the not-very-wide piece of
plywood onto the landing craft concentrated one or two minds ... but entering the stern dock of
ALBION was seriously impressive: straight in, no bumping or barging and, with no delay, we
were walking up the ramp onto the ‘beach’ where plenty of the ship’s company welcomed us
and took us to our accommodation. In the meantime, the 8,000 tons of water used to sink the
stern were pumped out (time — two hours) and then we were on our way.

We were a mixed party indeed: the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Chester, members of
the City Club, three parties of Sea Cadets and one from a CCF, staff members from Clare
House Hospice (which members of ALBION support), civilian contractors (who had come to
assess the size of the refit over the winter months) a member of the Worshipful Company of
Brewers (I didn’t see the spare pallet of beer though), members of ZEBU (the tall ship based in
the Albert Dock and being refitted on a voluntary basis).

Learning the layout of this large ship takes far longer than the forty hours we had on board and
the crew were very patient in redirecting lost civvies — thank you guys! I found my way to the
bridge at about 2200 hours: with the equipment lit by a low blue light we could see everything
outside most clearly. The south ceast of Cornwall was slipping by as we headed into a force 6
(but virtually no movement of the ship); a ‘tall ship’ on the port beam was under power, the
weather was that threatening. And then we passed the Scilly Isles and turned virtually due
North for St. George's Channel with the wind, by now force 8, on the port beam ... and still
virtually no adverse movement of this ship. It would be a peaceful night in my bunk afterall ...

The morning was bright, the sky was blue and our very comprehensive tour started: the bridge,
flight deck, flight control, fire fighting drills, small arms training, the vehicle deck, the two
docks (now drained —they are big), stores, galley (all food for all messes is cooked here), ship’s
hospital, the gym; the tour was really comprehensive and the ship’s company of HMS ALBION
cannot be thanked enough for the enthusiasm and z

pride with which they showed off their fine ship. As
the ship was shortly due in dry dock, several trials
were undertaken to check aspects of her performance
for assessment: full steam ahead for a couple of hours,
turning a tight circle, stopping and going astern at full
speed (an eerie feeling when leaning over the rail
watching the sea “go the wrong way’!).

One of the main security threats these days is attack
by an enemy in an inflatable dinghy (or perhaps
something a little larger — think the waters off
Somalia or the Arabian Ocean) and so proficiency
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with GPMGs mounted at strategic points is paramount. As we approached Liverpool. all these
positions were manned until we were well inside the Mersey bar — but the weapons still stayed
in position with magazines loaded.

The tugs nudged us very gently toward the pier (grey paint is highly valued in the Royal
Navy!): then the order *Fly the Jack’ — the White Ensign amidships was lowered as the Union
Jack on the bow and the White Ensign on the stern were broken. We had arrived, amid a right
wel Liverpool welcome. Whatever happened to all that sunshine from yesterday?

MILITARY HATS IN STOCKPORT
By Ron Townley
A&B Sqns Branch Association

Early in 2008 I was approached by Mrs H Williamson, of the Hatworks Museum in Stockport,
to help her set up a display of military hats and to source, if I could. items with personal or
local connections and also any photographs that might be relevant.

The Hatworks tells the story of hat making for which Stockport is internationally famous. Two
of the more famous hat makers are Battersby’s and Christy’s.

The Museum is housed on three floors of an old Victorian warehouse. one floor is devoted to
the manufacturing of hats, with an amount of machinery on display. A further floor is made up
of large display cases. containing hats of all descriptions. One cabinet captioned ‘For King and
Country” held an assortment ol military hats and this is where 1 got involved. With help from
Captain Christopher Naylor CYA, Caroline Mannion of the Chester Military Museum, C
Squadron PSSQMS and others, we were able to form the nucleus of the exhibition ,

The backcloth of the display cabinet is a blow up picture of Captain John Howard of the
Stockport Troop of Yeomanry Cavalry (as they were then known) circa 1830, a Cheshire
Yeomanry Jacket (1900), a Shako complete with CY badge 1850°s (both on loan [rom
Cheshire Military Museum), the service cap of Colonel W G K Sparrow (Colonel Geolfrey
Sparrow’s Father) and an OR’s dress hat complete with RMLY cap badge. We surrounded the
centre with caps. berets. bush hats from various Arms and Regiments, all of which have a card
attached with a brief story regarding the person or the unit.

Colonel Geoffrey Sparrow opened the display
on 25 October 2008 who admitted that
although an expert on textiles, knew no more
than the average man about hats but gave an
excellent speech that was well received by an
appreciative audience.

The Hatworks Museum is located in Stockport
town centre in the large warehouse on the right
hand side of the A6 Wellington Road South.
With free admission, a cafeteria and well
The Military Headwear display cabinet worth a visit.
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EX NORTHERN YEOMANRY RAMBLE
By Capt A Moore - 33 Signal Regiment

Early on Monday 6th October 18 members of 33 Signal Regiment set off to Bavaria on EX
NORTHERN YEOMANRY RAMBLE for a week of adventure training. We stayed full board
at the Adler Post Hotel in Bad Hindelang, a quiet village with a bar or two and conveniently for
us a large mountain range on our doorstep.

The aims of the exercise were o qualify individuals in the Rock Climbing Proficiency or
Summer Mountain Proficiency with others improving Trail Biking skills and to identify future
AT instructors. The following day we split up in our groups and after kit issue, equipment
check and briefings set off to various locations in the local area.

Despite a map reading refresher lesson the Trekkers soon found how inaccurate local walking
maps can be as the path they were following continued going up and up, when on the map it
was shown to follow contours and even descend at some points! They persevered using their
map reading skills and issue 1:50 000 maps to make sure they were indeed on the right path,
eventually reaching a 1589m peak. Then followed a rather steep descent back to the village
bringing out some non-rehearsed short rope teaching points. Later in the week the group
planned and navigated their own routes with §Sgt Sammy Collister leading from the rear.
Sammy is o be praised for his depth of mountain knowledge, his ability to pose for pictures in
a military fashion and the many uses of a Mars bar. especially concerning diabetics!

The bikers, led by SSgt Jim Bland spent their first day practicing balance and co-ordination in
a local bike park and once perfected, or at least competent, they headed up into the mountains.
Despite a few spills, mainly contributed by Sig Vicki Howard the group thoroughly enjoyed
the week and continually grew in confidence culminating in a downhill ride covering the
winter ski routes. Still, no one can figure out why they decided to walk up that ski run carrying
their hikes when there was a cable car that did exactly the same journey? However, the most
amazing hot chocolates from the café at the top consoled them.

The climbers, led by the Chief Instructor and AT co-ordinator Capt Glen Martin ably assisted
by the Padre, Capt Mike Newman, spent the week learning and practising new skills climbing
rock faces of varying difficulty from
grade 3 (very difficult) to grade 3+
(Very Severe). On one particular route
while hanging on by his fingertips,
LCpl Stevie Homer was attacked by a
‘giant” bumble bee, and, just when he
thought assistance was coming he
realised it was only the Padre with his
video to capture the moment. The
group improved to such an extent that
they even led on a grade 5- (Hard
Severe) climb, managing to cure
some of their ‘disco’ legs in the
process.




We did fit in some time to taste the local beer and share a few pretzels, and were lucky enough
to spend a night at an Oktoberfest, in a local barracks of all places, which had live music,
dancing and many, many lean soldiers in Leiderhosen. Unfortunately they only sold beer by
the litre so that’s the way we had to drink it.

Of those who attended the week, six passed the SMP, three passed the RCP and all four of the
bikers achieved a good level of competency in line with the Scottish Mountain Biking
qualification. As a result of the week, two climbers and three walkers are looking to progress to
the next level. Many thanks must go to Capt Alan Moore for organising the whole Ex and to all
the instructors for their hard work and patience.

Trpr Dan Jervis
IRAQ-TELIC 11

For the first two months I was attached to 1 Mercian as Warrior Dismount on anti IED patrols.
We did some training in ROSI and was taught skills [or ops in Basrah city, but by the time we
got there, Basrah was a no go zone, [t was really frustrating that we could see the action taking
place in the city, but could not do anything about it.

We came under heavy IDF (indirect fire) regularly
with one day having over 40 rockets fired at us. Every
two to three weeks we would go out on Border Patrols
attempling to stop lethal aid and Iranians flowing into
Iraq. All we carried was ammo and weapons. We
could spend from 4 days to three weeks on border
patrols, but had the Warriors with us at all times. We
had a metal container hooked to the wagon to cook
food and boil water, which gave us warm food which
was a real morale booster. We were taken to one of the border locations by helicopter, with half
the squadron searching vehicles and the other half of the squadron were training Iraqi soldiers.

My main contact with the enemy was on New Year’s Eve at Al Quarna driving through
checking for [EDs, we stopped much longer than we should have and started receiving heavy
fire; however the enemy was taken out very elfectively by the Warrior fire.

Two months after this, [ was back at SHQ with A Squadron RDG doing warrior dismount,
however this time 1 was in the command wagon and had less dismounts, but gained valuable
experience and insight into command. This was very different to training where we learnt only
the basic infantry skills and very rarely went on foot
patrols.

After my last patrol which lasted three weeks, we returned
back to APOD and started preparation for coming home.
Life at camp was much more relaxed, we had our own
space, with dvds and music ete, and always went back to
our own bed to sleep unless we were on patrol and it was
definitely more comfortable than the guys on Op Herrick!
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Cpl Tony Wyatt — OP HERRICK7
Attached to 5 Scots as Infantry Section Commander

This tour was different from the very beginning and I was totally unprepared for it. I had 24
hours training at Castlemartin and was then sent out to Kandehar in April, had two hours there
and then onto Bastion for the RSOI (Reception, Staging, Onward Integration) package which
was 9 days of fitness, running around in
temperatures of 40°, training on the weapon
systems and acclimatisation. After this, |
moved to the Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Delhi. This is bigger compound than
a Patrol Base (PB), with sangers and mortar
pits., and a small medical centre. My role was
dismount support for the Mastiffs. As a
section of six we could be out for | 1o 7 days.
We had rotational routines of 20 days of
patrols and 10 days of guard in the FOB. |
started off as a section 2ic and then became section commander of an infantry group — as far
away as possible from my role as erewman on Challenger 11 at C Squadron!

Our role on patrols was to disrupt the enemy and take the front line. Coming in from our first
patrol out, we had two casualties. The Engineer checking the route found an IED (improvised
explosive device) pressure plate and as he -
stood back up, set off the device which only
partially detonated. He luckily survived but
with  some  serious injuries. This
immediately raised the adrenalin levels and
awareness of the threats, our drills on patrol
were first class — it really focussed the mind
— but it meant that we had to stay out a
further two nights instead of going back to
base.

Our rations were really basic, 10 man ration packs, with spam, noodles, beans, we very rarely
got fresh. However Cpl Crabbe (also from C Squadron) was attached to stores at base camp at
Bastion and did his best to send us some sausages
and bacon! Improvisation with food was the order
of the day and gravy with peanut butter in it
became a favourite. It took three months before the
refrigerators arrived. The water was permanently
hot — hot enough to make tea. However once the
fridges arrived it was much better. We lived as 24
men to one room, with no air conditioning and
hand washed all our kit. Lavatories were hall’ cut
oil drums with a plank of wood across the top. All
sewage was burned daily.
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Patrolling was different too — very lightweight. We just took ammo, water and food. We slept
in what we wore, with our body armour acting as a mattress. We slept where we could. When
we were on Mastiff patrols there was no light at all at night time, but when patrolling green
zone areas or taking over buildings or compounds the light discipline was more relaxed.

On one of our patrols when clearing a compound we came across the enemy doing some
personal admin, we received orders to fix bayonets — normal stuff for infantry training, but not
armoured! The new SA 80 was available out there, I didn’t get to use it, but everyone said that
it was much more efficient to use, and more accurate.

Now that I am home, I look at life completely differently. I do not take things for granted. Life
out in Afghanistan is very different — not just in a battle capacity, but for the ordinary people,
their life is just so far removed from life here, we take utilities like electricity and running
water for granted, some people there don’t have either. I don’t moan at stupid things now, but I
did hit the floor a couple of times on Bonfire Night!

ASSOCIATION BRANCH NEWS

‘A’ and ‘B’ (Stockport) Branches

A luncheon has provisionally been arranged for 10 October 2009 at Disley Golf Club. Please
contact the Branch Secretary 061 427 6898.

Cheshire Yeomanry Members of A&B Squadron assisted the RBL Poppy Appeal in Stockport
and help to raise over £61,000.

C Sqn Association Lunch will be held on 7 April 2009 at 1230 hrs at Heatherlands,
Thurstason, Wirral, please contact E Corran on 0151 3334 6075

The All Squadrons’ Lunch will be held on 8 July 2009 at the Fourways Hotel, Delamere.
Please contact R Oldham 01352 759 426.

IN MEMORIAM

Our deepest sympathy is extended to relatives and friends of the following
members who have died since the last Newsletter was published:

M Jones A Sgn Sept 06
M E S Higgins C Sqn Jul 08
A Routledge CBE C Sqn Aug 08

M E J Hutton A Sqn Nov 08
A Maurice Jones B Sgn & HQ Dec 08
P M Jones A Sqn & HQ Dec 08
F Cameron C Sgn QOY Jan 09
F Watson A Sgn Jan 09
T E Lawley Jan 09
A Corney C Sgn Feb 09
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Left to right — back row: W E McMillan, Maj Naylor, E B Corran, F Nugent, J D Wood; front row: N R
Barker, T D L Bowden, Col G V Curton, T L Lewis, Col AW A Spiegelburg.

Parade on the Occasion of the Presentation of the First Guidon to the Cheshire (Earl of Chester's)
Yeomanry by the Lord Lieutenant, The Viscount Leverhulme at Chester Castle 8 July 1961.
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CHESHIRE ARMY CADETS - NORTHWICH DETACHMENT
WSI Henderson

Northwich detachment has seen many changes over the past year, including a new detachment
commander, but still continues to provide interesting and varied training for all cadets. Cadet
Corporal Kennedy has passed his Senior Cadet Instructors Course and put his skills to use with
the younger cadets helping them grow from strength to strength. SI Henderson and SI
Maddock completed their ITC to become instructors adding to the strength of the detachment.

2008 saw the cadets showing their skills and knowledge on annual camp which resulted in
many star level passes as well as promotions. The annual Christmas competition saw
Northwich second in the Company competition and Cadet Corporal Gerrard was the best 4 star
cadet of the weekend. During the year the cadets worked with the Woodland Trust caring for
young trees in a man planted forest, and took part in charity collections for the Royal British
Legion and Marie Curie Cancer Care. During the summer the cadets were asked to help in the,
local carnival also to be a guard for the carnival queen, marching her through the town centre
in the procession.

In 2009 we are planning a recruiting drive to increase numbers of both cadets and adults as
well as taking part in the local carnival, continuing our work with the Woodland Trust and
more collections for charities such as Marie Curie and looking to other fundraising activities
throughout the year.

All in all 2008 has been a good year for the detachment and the cadets are looking forward to
2009.

FRODSHAM ARMY CADETS
By Lt K Dunbar

2008 has been a successful year for Frodsham Detachment, with 7 Recruit passes, 1 One star, 3
Two star, 1 three star. Cpls Dutton and Crosby passed the Junior Cadet Instructors Cadre
(J.C.I.C.) and Sgt Saunders passed the Senior Cadet Instructors Cadre (S.C.I1.C.). There has
been a good uptake on the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme with 6 new enrolments and Sgt
Saunders passed at silver level. Ten cadets went to Annual camp at Barry Budden training
camp in Scotland.

In October 2008, Frodsham Detachment Cheshire ACF was invited to participate in the annual
training exercise with the RMLY TA unit. 12 cadets and 4 instructors spent a night ‘basher-ed
up’ in the woods in the grounds of Eaton Hall and braved the winter cold and lashing rain. We
were up early on Sunday morning and the cadets then played the enemy for the TA units who
arrived in tanks (which looked suspiciously like Land Rovers to us!). The cadets were praised
for their enthusiasm and professionalism by the TA and then it was back to Chester for breakfast
and cleaning weapons! This was an excellent weekend and thoroughly enjoyed by cadets and
instructors alike.
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