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Battle Honours

Borne on the Regimental
Colour

Louisburg. Martinique,
Havannah. Mecanee.
Hyderabad. Scinde. South
Africa 1900, 02,

Borne on the Queen's Colour

Mons. Ypres 1914, 15, 17, 18,
Somme 1916, 18. Arras

1917, 18, Messines 1917, 18,
Bapaume 1918, Doiran 191218
Suvla. Gaza. Kut al Amara
1917, St. Omer-La-Bassee.
Normandy Landing. Capture
of Tobruk. El Alamein,
Mareth. Sicily 1943, Salerno.
’lgo;nc. Gothic Line. Malta

The following Honours were
galned but are not borne
on the Colours

First World War 1914—1918

Le Cateau. Retreat from
Mons. Marne 1914, 18,
Aisne 1914, 18, La Bassee
1914. Armenticres 1914,
Nonne Bosschen. Hill 60,
Gravenstafel, St. Julcin.
Frezenberg. Bellewaarde.
Loos. Albert 1916, 18,
Bazentin. Delville Wood.
Pozieres. Guillemont.
Flers-Courcelette. Morval.
Theipval. Le Transloy. Ancre
Heights. Ancre 1916, Vimy
1917, Scarpe 1917, 18. Oppy.
Pilckem. Langemark 1917,
Menin Road. Polygon Wood.
Broodscinde. Poclcapelle.
Passchendacle. Cambiai 1917,
18. St. Quentin. Rosieres.
Lys. Estaires. Hazebrouck.
Bailteul, Kemmel,
Scherpenberg. Soissonnais-
Qurcq. Hindenburg Line,
Canal du Nord. Courtrai.
Selle. Valencicnnes. Sambre.
France and Flanders 1914+ 18,
Ttaly 1917 18, Struma., =
Macedonia 1915 - 18. Sari Bair.
Landing at Sulva. Scimitar Hill.
Gallipoli 1915, Egypt 1915-17.
El Mugbar. Jerusalem. Jericho.
Tell Asur. Palestine 1917-18.
Tigris 1916. Bagdad.
Mesopotamia 1916- 18.

econd World War 1939—1945

Dyle. Withdrawal to Escaut,
ormhoudt. Cassel. Dunkirk
1940, Monl Pincon. St. Pierre
La Vielle. Gheel. Nederrijin,
Aam, Aller. North-\West
Europe 1940, 44 -45. Sidi
Barrani. Gazala. Mersa
Matruh. Delence of Alamein
Line. Deir el Shein. Wadi
Zeuss East. Wadi Zigzaou.
Akarit. Wadi Akarit Easi,
Enfidaville, North Africa
1940 - 43. Landing in Sicily.
Primosole Bridge. Simeto
Bridgehead. Sangro. St. Lucia.
Battipaglia. Volwrno Crossing.
Monte Maro. Teano. Monte
Camino. Garigliano Crossing.
Minturno. Damiano. Anzio.
Coriano. Gemmano Ridge.
Savignano. Senio Floodbank.
Rimini Line. Ceriano Ridge.
Valli di Commachio.
Italy 194345,
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The Colonel in Chiet and The Colonel of The Regiment at Chester Castle on the oceasion of the
Presentation of Colours in 1973
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FROM MAJOR GENERAL P. L. De C. MARTIN, C.B.H, REGIMENTAL MQ
COLONEL THE ZZND {CHEGMIRT) REGIMENT THE CASTLE
CHESTER
CHI 2DN

Message from The Colonel of the Regiment

By the time this message is in print you will all know the great
honour that has been bestowed on the Regiment by Her Majesty The Queen in
approving the appointment of His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, Earl
of Chester, as our Colonel-in-Chief, The llth June 1977 has joined the
17¢th February 1843 as a famous day in our Regimental story, long to be

remembered.

Many of you will have happy memories of the visit paid by His Royal
Highness to the lst Battalion in Berlin in 1972, and many more will recall
with equal happiness the great occasion in October 1973 when His Royal Highness
presented new Colours to the lst Battalion at Chester Castle. These are
links we already have with our Colonel-in-Chief and of which we are immensely
proud. It is now up to every one of us, in the days shead, to give Him cause
to be proud of The 22nd.

On your behalf I have sent to Her Majesty our deep-felt thanks and our
assurance of our continued and unswerving loyalty and devotion. I would now,
on your behalf, extend our gratitude to His Royal Highness for being prepared
to "take us on", assure Him that there are no soldiers more loyal or steadfast,
nor stauncher comrades, nor better company, than the men of Cheshire, and
express our wish that His tenure as our Colonel-in-Chief will bé long and

happy and as much fun for Him as I know it will be for us.

God Save The Queen !
God Bless The Prince of Wales !

“Wha wadna fecht for Charlie®.

| . L
I )’uu‘/qyy @:‘__‘L
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Editorial

The Silver Jubilee of the Accession of Her Majesty The Queen has made
this year specially significant. On behalf of every member of The 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment, past and present, we pledge our loyalty and devotion
to Her Majesty and wish Her Majesty ‘Long to reign over us’.

1977 will be memorable, not only for The Qucen’s Silver Jubilee, but
also for the honour accorded to The 22nd by the appointment of His
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, Eatl of Chester, as Colonel in Chief.
The message from The Colonel of The Regiment expresses what we must
all have felt on learning of this high distinction.

It was in 1399 that the Sovereign, in creating his eldest son The Prince of
Wales, also conferred upon him the Earldom of Chester. Ever since that
time it has been the invariable custom for the Sovereign to confer both
titles simultancously; Prince Charles was created The Prince of Wales and
Eatl of Chester on 26th July 1958, and invested at Cacrnarvon on 1st July

1969.

Although it is 288 years sincc our Regiment was first raised, we have
never previously, despite our long, unbroken history, had a Royal Colonel
in Chief. There is, however, a regimental connection with Prince Charles’
great uncle, His Royal Highness the late Duke of Windsor, who in 1917,
when The Prince of Wales and Earl of Chester, became Honorary
Colonel of our sth (later 4th/sth) (Earl of Chester’s) Battalion of the
Territorial Army; he retained this appointment on succeeding to the
Throne and until his Abdication. It was for this reason that General
Martin, as Colonel of The Cheshire Regiment, was privileged to attend
his private funeral in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor in 1972.

The Colonel of The Regiment recalls the visit paid by HRH The Prince
of Wales to the 1st Battalion in 1972 and the Presentation of Colours to
the 1st Battalion in 1973. These are links that we already have with ouy
new Colonel in Chief. It is our most fervent hope that existing links will be
strengthened and many new ones forged in the years ahead.
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Photographs recording the visit of
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
to the First Battalion in Berlin
October 1972
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REGIMENTAL GAZETTE

COLONEL IN CHIEF

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT
Major General P. L. de C. Martin, CBE

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, KG, KT, GCB, ADC(P)

Honorary Chaplain to The Regiment: The Very Reverend G. W. O. Addleshaw, MA, BD, Dean of Chester

Johnson, A. J.
Ellwood, P. R.
Edwards, D. A.
Trueman, H. P,

Sharpe, R. D.
Billington, J. R.

Walker, A. F.

Hayes-Newington, A. L., OBE

Mutray-Bligh, P. D.
Astle, A, F. W.
Goddard, F. ).
Pecl, R. C.

Kane, J. D.

Lane, C. E.

Prosser, W. K. L., MBE, MC

Percival, A. J. MacG.
Hawtrey, M. G.
Lockhart, D.
Moody, P.
Gauvain, A. de P.
Russell, P. F.
Henderson, P. A.
Watson, D. ).
Wilde, P. W.
Femns, J. A. L.
‘T'wiss, A. V.
Jenner, H. D.
Bock, T. J.

Hart, M. A., OGM
Bridge P. R.

Moulton-Thomas, H. N.

French, N. J.
Hazlewood, M. V.
Hine, N. A., MBE
Stewart, R. A.
Huntriss, M. G.
Skempton, K.
Sernberg, A, C. W. N.
Coleboum, D. }.
Smith, O. D. A.

Major
Major
Major
Lt Colonel

Colonel
Lt Colonel

Lt Colonel
Lt Colonel
Major
Major
Major

Lt Colonel
Colonel

Lt Colonel
Lt Colonel
Lt Colonel
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Caprain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Licut
Licut

OFFICERS
Coy Comd Depot
Comdt Army Trg Arca, Haltern,BAOR
Army Apprentices College

GSOz HQ Allicd Forces Northern
Europe (Intelligence Division)

Military Attache

Senior British Liaison Officer with the
French Forces in Germany

AAG PS4

GSO1 Joint Warfare Est.
Depot (HS)

1st Battalion

GSOz MDS3

GSO1 Int. Div. SHAPE
Military Attache

GSO1 (DS) Staff College
CO 15t Battalion

MA to Adjutant General
1st Battalion

15t Battalion

Lichfield
BFPO 44
Harrogate

BFPO so
Paris

21 Liaison HQ (French)
BFPO 34

MOD
Old Sarum
Lichfield
BFPO 29
MOD
BFPO 26
Kinshasa
Camberley
BFPO 29
MOD
BFPO 29
BFPO 29

GSO2 Inspectorate of Establishments (A3) MOD

GSOz(Int) HQ 4 Division
DAA and QMG Fortress HQ Gibnaltar
1st Battalion

1st Battalion

Division III Staff Course
15t Battalion

Division 1T Staff Course
1st Battalion

1st Battalion

HQ Northern Ireland
1st Battalion

Division III Staff Course
1st Battalion

65 Army Youth Team
Royal Military Academy
Aberystwyth University
1st Battalion

1st Battalion

15t Battalion

15t Battalion

1st Battalion

BFPO 15
BFPO 52
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
Camberley
BFPO 29
Camberley
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 801
BFPO 29
Camberley
BFPO 29
Chester
Sandhurst
Aberystwyth
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 29



Park, T. A. Licut
Watters, B. S. C. Licue
Rule, D. W. N, Licut
Usher, A, R. Licut
Fuller, M. N. Licut

1st Batwalion

Infantry Junior Leaders Batealion
Aberystwyth University

1st Battalion

Training Subaltern, Depot

Norman, P. S. R. 2 Lieut 1st Battalion
Bennett, R. P. 2 Licut 1st Battalion
QUARTERMASTERS

Qakley, G., MBE
Tarbuck, H. M.

Capt (QM)
Capt (QM)

1st Batealion
15t Batealion Devon and Dorsct

SPECIAL REGULAR COMMISSIONS

Adjt NCOs Tactical Wing
School of Infantry

15t Battalion
Depot (HS)

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS

Beck, L. G. Captain
Carson, R. C. Captain
Brown, P, C, Licut
Wise, J. O. Captain
Pillman, R, H. M., BA Licut
Evans, W. ). Licut
Dunn, W. P. Licut
Rule, A. W. 2 Licut

15t Battalion
15t Battalion
15t Bactalion
st Battalion
Course, School of Infantry

SHORT SERVICE LIMITED COMMISSION

Start, C. R. M. 2 Lieut

Regimental Headquarters

Lt Colonel A. A. Blacoe, MC

Colonel W. Vivian Jones, MBE, T'D, DI.
Mrs M. M. Crawford  Mrs J. Hughes

1st Batealion

Hon. Historian to The Regiment: Brigadicr B. L. Rigby, CBE
Hon. Solicitor to The Regiment: Lt Colonel B, A. G. King, T'D

UNIT LOCATIONS

Regimental Headquasters  — -
1st Bactalion The Cheshire chlmcm -
Headquarters The Prince of Wales’s Division
Depot The Prince of Wales’s Division, Lichficld

A Company (Cheshire) 1st Battalion Mercian Volunteers - -
C Company (Cheshirc) 2nd Battalion Mercian Volunteers  ~ -

Allied Regiment

20nd Bn The Nova Scotia Highlanders (Cape Breton) - -

- - - BFPO 29

THE OAK TREE ¢

BFPO 29
Shomcliffe
Aberystwyth
BFPO 29
Lichficld
BFPO 29
BFPO 29

BFPO 29
BFPO 36

Brecon
BFPO 29
Lichfield

BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
BFPO 29
Warminster

BFPO z9

- The Castle, Chester

Whittington Barracks, Lichfield
Whittington Barracks, Lichfield
The Armoury, Stockport

The Drill Hall, Ellesmere Port

Victoria Park, Sydncy, Nova Scotia.
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Warrant Officers Class 1

Brocklehurst, D. G.
Whitchouse, W. E.

Watrant Officers Class 2

Gillott, J. E.

Chadwick, F.

Pearce, F.

Rayner, A. . V.

McGarry, J W. (A/\X’Ol)

Minns, M.

Gittos, R. M J.

Baddclcy, D.S.
O'Sullivan, R,

Colour Sergeants

Connor, R. C.

Owen, T. T.
Davenport, J. A.
Ferrington, S.

Jones, T.

Sumner, B

Allma k ..

Burke, M. S. (A/WO2)

Sergeants

Ratuga, N.
Moscley, R. A. (A/S/Sge)
Marsh W. H. (AjC/Sgt)
Baker, A. J (A/C/Sgt)
Goddard

uinn, J. A
l’rlcc, \V BEM (A/S/Sgt)
Bleasdale, W.
Ledua, N.
Dunstall, P. J.
Brooker, P. F. (A/S/5gt)
Emery, P. R
Hall, R. R
Nolan, M. A,
Sale, 'T'. B. (A/S/Sgt)
Hughes, A. W
Salkeld, W.
Williams, H. R.
Cooper, D. M,
Drinkwater, E. F., BEM
Sims, J. A.
Kenyon, A.
Jones, D.
Clayton, W.
Watterson, J. D.
George, D.
Stretch, R. C.
Bowe, F.
Pimblott, M. J.

Cheshire Band
WO1 Price, D. LE.

$/Sgt Robinson, J. (A/WO2)

S,/Sgt Kennedy, M. A,
S!,,t Abbott, S. J

Sgt Hudak, D.

A’Sgt Wilson

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS

Depot (HS)
1 Cheshire

RLT Cheshire
19 CTT

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

2 Mercian

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 R Hamps

1 Mercian

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

2 Mercian

1 Mercian

1 Cheshire

Depot Lichficld
heshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

t Cheshire

1 Cheshire
IJLB Shorncliffe
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire
ACIO Chester
1 Mercian

1 Cheshire
RLT;Cheshire
1 Cheshire

2 Mercian
Depot Lichficld
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire
ACIO Stockport
Depot Lichiield
Depot Lichficld
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire Band
1 Cheshire Band
1 Cheshire Band
1 Cheshire Band
1 Cheshire Band
1 Cheshire Band

Oak, D. M.

Williams, E. J.
Gater, P. H.
Saxon, D.
Goodwin, R. S.
Brassington, G. A.
Arrowsmith, B. J.
Priest, ). J.
Burkcs, K. G.
Slater, E., DCM

Taylor, R.
Shaw, R. H.
Adam, F. ). N.
Cooney, }.
Lysaght, T. C.
Birkby, H. G.
\Vmstanle), M. .
Carr, P. ].

Blackshaw, G. S.
Bratherton, A. B.
Mills, A.

Cassidy, D. W.
Simpson, M. W.
Hartison, F. V.
Ome, D. A
Cooney, A. F.
Howell, R. L.
Jones, M.

Evans, R.

Young, E. V., BEM
Stanley, J. M.

Pite, ).

Cooke, E. W.
Morton, S.
Allmark, K.
Eyton, L. J.

Jones, A. P.
Passey, R. S.
l)amc.ls, J.

Quinn, W. P. G
Brimson, R. D.
Millward, W. L. J.
Wallwork, K.
Gibbons (AiSgt)
Pritchard, D.
Dancocks, F. T. (A/Sgr)

East Midlands
Univ OTC

1 Cheshire
1JLB Shorncliffe
28 CTT

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshirc

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Mercian

22 SAS

1 Mercian
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire (R Hamps)

2 Mercian
1 Cheshire
1 Cheshire
1 Cheshire
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire
ACIO Birkenhead
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1JL.B Shornclitfe
t Cheshire

t Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire
1JLB Shomclific
1 Cheshirc

2 Mercian

65 AYT

1 Cheshire
Depot Lichticld
1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

1 Cheshire

SAF Muscat



News in brief

Honours and Awards

We warmly congratulate the following members
of the 1st Battalion who in January last received
awards for their services in Northern Ireland
between March—July 1976:—

British Empire Medal
Sergeant E. V. Young

Mention in Despatehes
Lt Colonel W. K. L. Prosser, MBI, MC
z Licut P. 8. R. Norman
S/Sergeant P. J. Carr
Corporal J. L, Eedle

GOCs Commendation
WOz A. J. V. Rayner
Sergeant A. IF. Cooney

In addition WOz E. Slater has been awarded
the DCM for service while attached to 22 SAS
Regiment.

We also congratulate heartily Captain (QM) G.
Oakley on the award of the MBE in The Queen’s
Birthday List,

The Colonel of the Regiment visited the 1st
Battalion in Minden in ebruary and took the
Salute at the Parade on Meeanee Day.

The 1st Battalion’s move to Fallingbostel in
October 1977 has been cancelled. Instead the
Battalion remains in Minden, although a move to
another barracks will be necessary. However the
major upheaval involved in a change of station
will be avoided, although there will still be a
certain amount of domestic disturbance. The
Battalion is due to return to Northern Ireland in
March 1978 for a further 4 months tour of duty.
By the time this issue of The Oak Tree is on the
streets (sounds like ‘a fallen woman’), Battalion
Headquarters, A Company and the majority

THE OAK TREE n

of Support and Headquarter Companies will be in
Canada on Exercise Medicine Man 3, which is
slightly curious, because is not BAOR the home
of mumbo-jumbo ?

£ ] - "

The previous issue of The Oak Tree reported the
death of Licutenant Colonel J. R. Danson. Under
the terms of his will a bequest of £5oo has been
made to the Central Regimental Fund and his
medals have been presented to the Museum and
are now on display there.

* = L]

The Regimental Band and Corps of Drums, as
part of the Massed Bands and Corps of Drums of
The Prince of Wales’s Division, Beat Retreat on
Horse Guards Parade on 7th, 8th and gth Junc
1977. On gth June the salute was taken by
HRH The Prince of Wales who sent the following
message to The Colonel Commandant immedia-
tely after the event:
“Well done, you gave a splendid performance
which I shall report to The Queen with great
pleasure. [ hope you all enjoyed the event
which gave such a good name to the Army
and your Regiments.”

Dates for your diary

Sunday, ath September 1977

Regimental Association Summer Reunion at
Chester Castle.
Friday, 18¢h Nevember 1977

Officers Regimental Dinner at County Hall,
Chester.

Engagement
Mr. M. W. Higgin and Miss V. N. Owen

The engagement is announced between Mark,
son of Captain and Mrs, W. B. Higgin of Peplow
Hall, Market Drayton, Shropshire, and Victoria,
daughter of Licutenant Colonel D. L. H. Owen,
of Pentrecelyn Hall, Ruthin.

Marriage
Mr Paul Jamiecson-Beesley and Miss Fiona
Martin

The marriage took place on z3rd April 1977 at
the Church of the Holy Trinity, Hurstpierpoint,
Sussex, of Mr Paul ]1mu.sun -Beesley, son of Mr
and Mrs L. Beesley, of Vaveno, Eastmont Road,
Esher, Surrcy, and Miss Fiona \i':rtm, dflughu.r
of Major General P. L. de C. Martin of Faircrosse,
Brimpton Common, Reading, Berkshire, and Mrs
P. A, H. Armes of Howard Lodge, Hurstpierpoint.
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The Colonel of The Regiment and his daughrer, Fiona, at the Church of the Lady Trinity, Hurstpierpoint, Susses,
on 23 April 1977




Officers’ Postings

The following postings have been notified :—
Licutenant Colonel A. I. Walker

To be Member,
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Team A, Operations Division. International

Military Stafl, Headquarters NATO, Brussels, in January 1978

(Colonel’s
Major P D. Murray Bligh
Captain H. D. Jenner
Captain R. A. Stewart
Captain M. G. Huntriss
Capuin E. G. Beck
Licut P, C. Brown
Licut D, W, N. Rule
Lieut A. R. Usher
2 Licut A. W. Rule

Miscellany

The following appeared in an article on Upton-by-
Chester Golf Club written by My John Brown and
published in the Apel dssue of Deegider; it is
republished by kind permission of the author,

“During my visit | ran across Peter Parkes,
thirty six years a member of the club who once
lived at the *Lawns’ which adjoined the course.
e told me the following beautiful, true story.

During the first war Earl Haigh was preparing
to return to England for a short leave to be spent
with Sir John Frost at the ‘Lawns.” Whilst
chatting to Field Marshal Joffre at what remained
of Ypres, the ficld marshal bent down and from
the mud plcktd up a sprouting acorn and suggested
to Maigh that it would be a nice gesture if he
would plant it in his host’s Cheshire grounds as
a token to the hundreds of brave soldiers of The
Cheshire Regiment who had given their hives at
Ypres.

The acorn was planted and eventually became
a sturdy sapling. Peter Parkes told me that a
plaque Ial:armg the history of the sapling, as given
above, was in the ground in front of the tree up to
a dozen years ago bul then was either stolen or
‘taken as a souvenir.’ [ beg the indulgence of
the editor of Deesider in allowing me to '1!1[‘“,11 to
anyone who may have come into possession of
this plaque to send it to the Regiment’s Head-
quarters at the Castle, Chester, where [am assured
it will be a treasured picce of the regiment’s
memorabilia.

The tree is now a magnificent specimen and
stands by the second green of the golf course.”
. - -

Major Desmond Murray-Bligh is on temporary
duty at the Suffield Training Area in Canada for

three months as anti-tank safety officer. e has
been at Lichfield for the last two years and

appointment).

To 6oz Forward Air Control Seetion in October 1977

To 720 TACP (FAC) in August 1977.

Tao 1 Cheshire in July 1g977.

To be Instructor, Signal Wing, School of Infantry in July 1977.
To 1 Cheshire in December 1977,
To 1 Cheshire in June 1977.

To 1 Cheshire in July 1977.

To Depot The Prince of Wales's
To 1 Cheshire in July 1977

Division in September 1977.

deserves a break from the confinement of Whit-
tington Barracks and the Cathedral Close. Those
wide open spaces stretching to the horizon pro-
vide u reasonable margin for error when it comes
to safety, or is it danger 7 So there isn't really
any tiun;; for anyone to worry about.

A recent y.ul‘crln;, of ...ml (Jﬂ.urs in Pordand, Oregan,

USA, atended by Joln Toell, Paul MeConnell and

Paddy Gold
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The Ministry of Defence has plans for large scale
development at The Dale, which became our
Depot in 1940 and was our Regimental home for
almost 25 years. The building of 185 new married
quarters is duc to start in 1978, cxisting quarters
will be modernised, and if other plans which have
been approved ‘in principle” by the Ministry are
eventually carried out, by the mid 1980’s The Dale
will be able to accommodate an infanery battalion
or other major unit.

- L] L

Licutenant Colonel George Newall, who com-
manded the 1st Battalion in Malta during the
last war, has been living in the Mbeya region of
Tanzania, previously Tangyanika, for the last
28 years. He has now sold his estates there to the
government and leaving the country. He is due
to take up permanent residence in New Zealand
in July bur, together with his wife, will have a
short holiday in England before going there.
Naturally he is hoping for the opportunity to

meet old friends while at home. Colonel Newall’s
son, who senior members of the Regiment will
remember from Deolali and Bombay days before
the war, is now a Licutenant Colonel in The
Queen’s Regiment and  currently  stationed  at
Winterbourne Gunner.

* L -

Licutenant Colonel Peter White has now heen the
Bursar of Leeds Grammar School for nearly 12
very active years. The school has 1,200 pupils in
two different locations and has recently gone
independent consequent upon the withdrawal of
the Dircet Grant, so the Bursar’s problems are
legion. He and Mary Anne live in Boston Spa,
about 1o miles north of Leeds, and are very happy
in this attractive part of Yorkshire, with the
River Wharf virtually flowing past the end of their
beauriful garden. They have recently acquired
regimental neighbours with Arthur and Elizabeth
Lidwards not all that far away in Harrogate.
* - -

The Colonel of The Regiment was & puest recently ar the Sandhach Chamber of Trade
and Commcrce Jubilee Dinner and Ball
Left to right: Mrs Gleave, Mr [. Gleave, Mrs Marting, Mr Carrington-Brown, Mrs G. Dunwoody (MP for Crewe),
Colonel of The Regiment



In the December 1975 issue we reported that
Captain Richard Halpin was studying medicine
at London Hospital Medical College and that he
hoped to qualify in cighteen months time. Doctor
Richard Halpin has now done just that and is to
be warmly congratulated on successfully com-
pleting his prolonged and intensive course of

study.
& - -

Captain Frank Dwight is now manager of the
Britannia Building Society Office in Kingsway,
London, and will be very pleased to sce any
member of the Regiment who is loitering with
intent in the area, though no guarantee of a home
loan can be given. e lives with his wife Jessica,
and son Jeremy, near Watford.

* # *

The many friends of Major Max Horton will be
sorry to hear that he had a setback in health last
vear. tle is making a slow recovery but so far
has not been able to move far from his home at
Abergavenny. We send him very best wishes for a
full and speedy restoration to fall health.
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There is ng justice in this wardd

The appointment of Colonel of The Regiment
is unique in that the holder, if not on the Active
List, is unpaid but subject to military law.

Some Interesting Ficures

A scrutiny of The Oak Tree accounts for recent
vears reveals that between 1967 and 1976 the cost
of printing the regimental journal increased by
430", This is no reflection on our printers,
Messrs, W, |1 Evans and Sons Limited, but
merely another instance of spiralling costs that
affeet virtually every aspect of life today; the price
of paper for example, has gone up by approxi-
mately 40%, in the last twelve months. However
it is worth noting that the selling price of The
Ouke Tree in 1967 was 7s od per copy; today it is
sap per copy. So despite the face that production
costs are up by 430%,, the selling price has gone
up by only 43%,. We are trying very hard to
avoid increasing the price and the reason we have
been able to hold it for so long lies in the advertis-
ing revenue. Without the support of our adver-

Caprain E. Go Beek, currently the Adjurant ot the NCOs Tactical Wing, The School of Infantry, Brecon, receives his
Long Service and Good Conduer Medal from Major General . 1. Graliam, GOC Wales
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tisers we would be in Queer Street instead of
Fleet Streer. Our advertisers support us; if vou
have the choice and the opportunity, please
support them.

Old Saldiers Never Die

Major General L. H. K. Finch writes from Pet-
worth, Sussex, to say that he is ‘much the most
ancient live specimen of the genus Cheshire
Regiment General Oulicer.” He is very fit for his
age despite recent operations and informs us that
though he is not quite up to the Olympic sprint
standard, he sprints very effectively in his car

Motorists on the grille. General Finch, who is
nearly a nonagenarian, comments that “strangers
who are visiting expect to find a half-dotty, semi-
conscious decrepit old rain, but discover instead
an ordinary-looking ereature, alert and ready to
argue on any subject.” He has many friends in the
flesh and many more in the form of books and
pictures in his library. General Finch commanded
the Depot at The Castle from 1930—33 and then
received  aceclerated  promotion  to Lieutenant
Colonel to take command of the 1st Bartalion
The Lancashire Tusiliers. He was promoted
Major Geaeral in 1938,
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Taken at Cambirni, 11th November 1918
Framt vow, { #o r» General Sir Herbert Plumer (2nd Army), Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, and
General Sir Henry Rawlinson (gth Army)
Necored rew, | to ri Genesal the Hon Sie Julian Byne (5rd Army), General Sir William Birdwood (sth Army), and
General Sir Henry Home (15t Army)

Third vow, | 1o r: Major General ]. S. 1. Percy (2nd Army), Major General L. R. Vaughan (3rd Army), Major General
C. B. B. White (sth Arny), Major General J. L Davidson (Major Genral General St (Opemtions)), Major General
A. A Montgomery (4th Army) and Major General W, H. Anderson (1st Army)

(The officer between Generals White and Davidson in the third row is unidentified)



—On Saturday, 7th June 1952, the Officers’
Regimental Tca Party was held on the lawn of
the Officers’ Mess at The Dale, and 91 Officers
and guests dined that evening at the Grosvenor
Hotel, Chester. On the following day, Sunday,
8th June 1952, the Regimental War Memorial
and Garden of Remembrance to all those
members of The z22nd (Cheshire) Regiment
who had lost their lives in the Second World
War was dedicated by the Bishop of Chester
following a service in the Cathedral. The
ceremony was attended by the Colonel of The
Regiment, Lieut General A. E. Percival, The
Viscount Leverhulme H. M. Lieutenant for
Cheshire, Brigadier G. P. Harding, Colonel
Arthur Crookenden, Alderman Charles Culli-
more the Mayor of Chester, and by the Mayors
of all Boroughs and the Chairmen of all Urban
and District Councils in the County.

—Major General Tom Brodie was appointed to
command 1st Infantry Division.

—ULieut Colonel Charles Harington was MA to the
CIGS and Licut Colonel Napier Crookenden
was GSOI (Plans) in the Office of the High
Commissioner, Kuala Lumper, Malaya.

—Major K. R. 8. Trevor assumed command of
the Depot from Major J. D. Egerton-Smith.

—Colonel Arthur Crookenden fired the following
rocket at the Editor of The Oak Tree:—

“33 Langborough Road
Wokingham
Berkshire
6th May 1952
Sir,

1 am aghast at seeing in the current Oak Tree
two references to ‘Buglers’ in The Regiment,
one of them actually in the Drums notes from
the 1st Battalion.

Rifle and Light Infantry have buglers, but
we only have ‘drummers.’

Yours faithfully,
Arthur Crookenden.”

Colonel Dudley Boger,
Nurse Edith Cavell and
Khaki Bureaucrats

On the morning of 24th August 1914 the 1st
Battalion The Cheshire Regiment was 25 officers
and 952 other ranks strong. That evening only 7
officers and 200 other ranks answered their
names at roll call. Even by First World War
standards the Battalion’s losses had been shattering
and grievous.
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Lieutenant Colonel D. C. Boger took over
command of the 1st Battalion in Londonderry in
June 1914 at the age of nearly 49. He was woun-
ded three times at Audregnies on 24th August
1914 and taken prisoner,

Rowland Ryder’s recently published book
Edith Cavell, (Hamish Hamilton £4.95), recounts
the story, previously told in The Oak Tree, of
Colonel Boger and Sergeant Meachin’s arrival
with a Belgian guide at Nurse Cavell’s clinic at
147 Rue de la Culture in Brussels on 1st November
1914, dressed as civilians, desperately in nced of
food and treatment for their wounds. Colonel
Boger’s case was particularly urgent as his foot
was in danger of turning gangrenous. Boger and
Meachin were immediately helped and hidden,
Boger being operated on, and became the first
of many British soldiers to be assisted by Nurse
Cavell, resulting ultimately in her execution by a
German firing squad on 12th October 1915.
Ryder’s book gives details of other Cheshire
soldiers helped by Nurse Cavell, including Cor-
poral Chapman, Privates Lewis, Wood and Levin.
It was in the clinic that Colonel Boger was shown
a copy of The Times dated 13th October 1914,
purchased surreptitiously for L5, which listed
many of our casualties at Audregnies and caused
him great distress. In the same paper he read that
his brother was posted Missing.

Subsequently Colonel Boger was recaptured
while trying to reach Holland and spent the next
3 years in a POW camp in Germany. Because of
deteriorating health he was eventually trans-
ferred to Switzerland and then Holland for in-
ternment. This gave him the first opportunity he
had had to send to somcone in authority his
account of the cvents of 24th August 1914. He
wrote to Major General Lord Gleichen in London;
Gleichen having been his brigade commander
at Mons. At the same time he brought to notice
the names of certain officers, NCOs and men who
he described as *“‘conspicuous for good leadership
or special disregard of danger in carrying out
their dutics.” Boger’s letter to Gleichen is dated
zoth May 1918 and written from The Hague.

Gleichen then wrote to Lieutenant General
Charles Ferguson, Commanding 1z Corps in
France, who had been the Divisional Commander
at Mons, as follows:—

35 Catherine Street'*
London
S.W.1
18.6.18

Sir,
I have quite recently received from Lieut
Colonel D. C. Boger, late Commanding Officer
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1st Battalion The Cheshire Regiment, an account
of the battle on our left flank about Elouges on
24.8.14 in which his battalion suffered very severe
losses, something like 700 out of goo being killed
wounded or taken prisoner.

In his account, which I forward herewith, and
which I beg may be returned to me, he includes a
list of recommendations and of this I forward a
separate copy.

It is unfortunate that this list was not seat long
ago; but it was impossible as long as Colonel
Boger was a prisoner. He was only transferred a
few weeks ago to Holland where he is now inter-
ned. I forward it to you, Sir, as having then been
in command of the sth Division, of which my 15th
Infantry Brigade then formed part.

In view of the gallant fight put up by the
Cheshires, who formed onc of my best battalions,
1 beg strongly to recommend that action be taken
on Colonel Boger’s recommendation.

The battalion—what was left of it, together with
reinforcements fought very well subsequently,
and received practically no recognition for its
scrvices; as those whom I should have recom-
mended during the period (Aug. *14 to March
’15) when I commanded the Brigade, were ncarly
all killed or missing.

It would therefore, I submit, be only an act of
justice to a gallant battalion if some recognition
of its past services were now granted.

My recommendations arc as follows in this
order:

Captain A. J. L. Dyer DSO
8261 Pte F. Woodier DCM
4277 Sgt A. Raynor DCM
Captain E. S. Jolliffe DSO
D. Thorp DCM
Lieut Colonel D. C. Boger DSO

or Mention
8799 Sgt W. J. Smith DCM

or Mention
8o13 Sgt Barrow DCM

or Mention
Lieut C. A. K. Matterson Mention
Lieut H. C. Randall Mention
Major Chetwynd Staplyton Mention
Captain V. R. Tahourdin Mention
Lieut G. S. Jacobs Mention
Licut W. G. R. Elliott Mention
7963 Pte Spencer Mention
9877 Cpl H. R. Fleet Mention
9327 Pte Taylor Mention
Pte Riley Mention
6893 Pte J. Moore Mention

Had not the following subsequently been
killed, I should have recommended them for

distinction (DSO), but in those days no post-
humous honours were permissible:

Captain G. K. Jones
Captain J. H. Mahoncy
Captain W. S, Rich
Licut J. L. Frost

1 should have also recommended Captain
J. L. Shore, who was wounded and taken prisoner,
for his gallant work at Violaines for a DSO but at
that time he was reported killed. If not too late
now, 1 should like to recommend him for this
honour.

I am Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Edward Gleichen,
Major General”

General Ferguson wrote in similar terms to his
superiors and Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig
sent his recommendations to the War Office.

The following reply was received: —

War Office
London S.W.1

7th Seprember 1918

“o137./5324(M.S.3)

Sir,

1 am directed to return herewith the original
correspondence forwarded with your memoran-
dum MS/H/9927 of the 13th July 1918 and to
point out that the decision conveyed to you in
War Office letter 0137/533¢ of the 4th September
1918 precludes consideration of the services of
the officers and men of the 1st Battalion Cheshire
Regiment, as their services were rendered prior
to midnight 15th{16th November 1917.

2. I am to invite your attention to Major
General Lord Edward Gleichen’s request, as
recorded by Lieutenant General Sir Charles
Ferguson in his memorandum of the 23rd June
1918,

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant
(Sd) W. D. Graham, Colone!
Sfor Lientenant General
Military Secretary”

An article recently published in The Times en-
titled ‘Khaki Bureaucrats® has caused controversy.
The War Office letter dated 7th September 1918
is as pretty a piece of khaki bureaucracy as 1 have
seen these 59 years.

(Tkere is a memorial tablet in the Regimental Chapel,
Chester Cathedral to Lientenant Colonel Dudley C.
Boger, DSO, who died in 1935).



Captain A. M. Proffit was Garrison Adjutant at
The Castle, Chester from 1944-47, at which time
he was holding a Short Service Commission in the
Regiment. He has just joined the Officers Associa-
tion. Nothing remarkable about that ? Not until
you realise that he is 87 ycars of age. Joining the
Officers Association at that age must be something
of a record. Captain Proffit thought it might be
tempting providence to covenant his subscription
for the next seven years; why I can’t think. Last
year, and if you are a Senior Wrangler and given
time you will be able to calculate that he was then
86, he was awarded an OBE after 20 years service
with SSAFA in Liverpool and West Lancashire.
That must also be jolly ncarly unique. One waits
with interest to see what record he will achieve in
his 88th year.

* * *

Lieutenant Colonel Tony Walker sent us a cutting
recently from the Farnbam Ierald concerning Mr
William Price, 86 years of age, who enlisted in the
Band in 1903 when he was 12 years of age although
a false age of 14 years 2 months was given to the
recruiting sergeant. Mr Price joined up to get
away from the orphanage where he had been
placed when his father died. He says “I was sent
to Aldershot and then the regiment was sent out
to India via Suez on the S5 Sudan. I was in the
regimental band, and I can remember playing my
clarionet at the wedding of an Indian price in a
hugepalace.” Mr Price returned to Englandinigr1.
He went to France with the 1st Battalion in 1914
was wounded at Mons, taken prisoner and re-
mained a POW for the rest of the war. Released
at the end of the war, Mr Price came home and
started work as a builder, a trade which he con-
tinued until he retired. Mr Price has now given
up his music: “You cannot play a clarionet without
teeth. It wobbles.” He still has a faded picture of a
German guard playing his mandolin while the
British prisoners worked, and he still has a
violin, which he had with him in India. Mr Price’s
son is secking, with the aid of his father’s birth
certificate, to persuade the compilers of the
Guinness Book of Records that his father was the
youngest-ever soldier to have served in the
British Army in modern times.
* * L]

Licutenant General Sir Hastings Anderson was
Colonel of the Regiment from 1928 until his un-
timely death in 1930, when he was Quartermaster
General and 2 member of the Army Council.
He had been selected as GOC-in-C Aldershot and
it was generally expected that after that he would
become the Chief of the Imperial General Staff.
His widow gave certain of his papers to the
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Regimental Archives some time ago and the
photograph reproduced opposite was amongst
them. It is an historic photograph having been
taken at Cambrai on Armistice Day, 11th Novem-
ber 1918, and shows Field Marshal Sir Douglas
Haig, the Commander of the British Armies in
France, with the Commanders of his Armies and
their Chicfs of General Staff. Licutenant General
Sir Hastings Anderson is on the extreme right of
the photograph; at that time he was Major General
W. H. Anderson, Chief of the General Staff, 1st
Army. Sir Hasting’s father, Major General David
Anderson, was a onc-time Colonel of the Regi-
ment, having held the appointment from 1894—
1909. A much more recent example of father and
son as Colonel of The 22nd has, of course, been
provided by Colonel Arthur Crookenden (1930—
1947) and Licutenant General Sir Napier Crooken-
den (1968—1971).

Lieutenant Colonel E. J. McGarel-
Groves, DSO, MC

Lieutenant Colonel E. J. McGarel-Groves died
in hospital in Cape Town, Republic of South
Africa, on 27th February 1977, following a fall
just before Christmas and a subscquent stroke. He
was the second son of Licutenant Colonel ]. E.
G. Groves, CMG, TD, of Lymm, Cheshire. The
Groves family were prominent in the Volunteer
movement in Cheshire prior to the First World
War and Colonel McGarel-Groves’ father com-
manded the sth Battalion The Cheshite Regiment
(Territorial Army) in France for the greater part
of that war, and subscquently became Chairman
of the Regimental Association, retaining that
appointment until shortly before his death in 1948.

Lieutenant Colonel Jullian McGarel-Groves
was commissioned into The Regiment as
2 Lieutenant E. ). Groves from the Special
Reserve in August 1914, posted immediately
to the 1st Battalion and proceceded with that
Battalion to France on 14th Kugust 1914. He took
part in the Battle of Mons at Audregnies on 24th
August 1914, and was one of the small body of
survivors from that battleficld, having had a
remarkably lucky escape from death and capture.
He continued to serve with the 1st Batealion
throughout the First World War, apart from
periods in England when recuperating from
wounds. He was renowned for his leadership and
courage and awarded a DSO and MC for his
services while with the 1st Battalion. He remained
in the Army after the Armistice, transferred to the
Scots Guards in 1920 and retired in 1931. Recalled
from Reserve in 1939 he served mainly in Malta
during the Sccond World War. In later years he
lived in South Africa.
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Colonel McGarel-Groves was an extremely
generous benefactor to the Regiment and assisted
many aspects of regimental endeavour. He
provided a substantial endowment fund for the
upkeep of the Regimental Chapel and Garden of
Remembrance in Chester Cathedral. The well-
being of the soldiers with who he had served in
the trenches in the 1914—1918 war was always
one of his main concerns and his letters to Regi-
mental Headquarters often included messages
and good wishes for his former comrades. He
always provided a frce bottle of beer for all those
attending the Meeanee Reunion in Chester. His
passing has brought to an end a very long con-
nection between the Groves family and the
Regiment. He leaves a widow, son and two
daughters.

Looking Back

The Queea’s Silver Jubilee has prompted perusal

of past Oak Trees to see what The 22nd was doing

on the occasion of the last Silver Jubilee, that of

King George V in 1933, and in 1952, the year of

The Queen’s Accession.

In 1935

—The Annual Regimental Dinner was held at the
Junior United Service Club on 7th Junc 1935
(Oaks Day); Colonel Arthur Crookenden, the
Colonel of The Regiment presided. After din-
ner the Chairman gave the toasts of “The King’
and ‘The Battalions Abroad’. The dinner had
been preceded on the afterncon of the same day
by a Reception and Tea for officers and their
families held at the United Service Club.

—Lieut Colonel Brian Cuff was commanding the
15t Battalion, Major Eric Nares was Acting CO
of the 2nd Barttalion in the absence of Licut
Colonel A. E. Percival attending the Imperial
Defence College.

—IHRH The Prince of Wales was Fonorary
Colonel of the g4th/sth (Earl of Chester’s)
Battalion (TA) and Lieut Colonel W. F. Lind-
scll took over the battalion from Colonel A. J.
Sutcliffe who had completed 5 years in com-
mand. Major J. R. Danson assumed the duties
of Second-in-Command after 18 years as a
Company Commander.

—The 7th Battalion was commanded by Colonel
L. C. Mandelberg.

—The 2nd Battalion moved from Malta to Eng-
land in January, arriving at Mons Lines,
Catterick, in a blizzard, and took part in the
Northern Command signal exercise equipped
with the No. 1 set.

~—Tke Qak Tree welcomed to The Regiment—
Captain Newall, 2 Licutenants Egerton-Smith,

Rodgers, Crookenden and Cooke, and offered
congratulations to 2 Lieutenant Crookenden on
passing 1st out of the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst.

—The 1st Battalion was in India. There was severc
fighting on the North West Frontier where two
divisions were deployed. The 1st Battalion was
ordered to return to Ambala in July because of
Muslim-Sikh troubles in Lahore. Captains
Selby Lane and Laurie Reed serving with the
1st Battalion were tragically killed while
fighting a forest fire at Kasauli on 7th June 1935.

—The 2nd Battalion Athletics team, captained by
Licutenant C. H. P. Harington, won the
Northern Command Inter-Unit Team Cham-
pionship, and won the Bisset Cup as runners-
up in the Army Inter-Unit Team Champion-
ship.

In 1952

—The 1st Battalion was commanded by Licut
Colonel J. H. Cubbon. The Battalion was sta-
tioned at Hodgson’s Camp, Suez, having been
moved from Cyprus to the Canal Zone in the
previous October as part of the heavy and
hurried reinforcement of the Middle East fol-
lowing the abrogation of the Anglo-Egyptian
Treaty by King Farouk’s government. Middle
East Land Forces had been built up to include
1st Infantry Division, 3rd Infantry Division and
the Parachute Brigade. The Battalion’s tempor-
ary change of station was to prove permanent
and it stayed in Suez for neatly 3 years while its
families remained in Cyprus, hardly the most
convenient of domestic arrangements. In
mid-1952 the Battalion’s strength was 37
officers and 1,004 other ranks. Kilo 99, Ataka
Lido, Port Tewfik, Kubri Ferry, Filtration
Plants, New Brighton, St. Catherine’s Monas-
tery, Sinai, are some of the place names that
feature frequently in the company notes of 195z,
The Battalion won the 2nd Infantry Brigade
and 1st Infantry Division Athletic Champion-
ships that year.

—The 4th and 7th Battalions went to camp at
Tilshead, Salisbury Phin, 2,000 strong. The
Korean War was still in progress and it was the
year of the Z reservists callup. The 4th
Battalion was commanded by Lieut Colonel
A. A. Robinson and the 7th Battalion by Licut
Colonel J. B. Cooke. The Battalions were
visited in camp by the Colonel of the Regiment,
Lieut General A. E. Percival, and by Colonel
J. D. Kewish, Chairman of the Cheshire T.A.
Association and also Honorary Colonel of the
4th Battalion.



Regimental Tea Party

A Regimental Tea Party was held at the Army
and Navy Club on Thursday, gth June 1977, and
amongst those who attended were:

The Colonel of The Regiment and Mrs. P. L.
de C. Martin, Colonel and Mrs J. R. Baker,
Major and Mrs R, D. Ball, Major and Mrs S. M.
Barton, Major and Mrs P. de M. Baynham, Miss
C. Baynham, Lt Colonel J. R. Birch, Miss M.
Birch, Lt Colonel and Mrs A. A. Blacoe, Major
General and Mrs T. Brodie, Mr P. G. Cliff,
Mr and Mrs H. L. Conlin, Mrs C. P. Cooke,
Mr and Mrs Martin Cooke, Major and Mrs S. H.
Cross, Brigadier and Mrs M. D. K. Dauncey,
Major and Mrs D. H. Donnelly, Captain G. H. B.
Dryland, Captain F. St]J. Dwight, Miss R. Ford,
Miss S. Ford, Major and Mrs F. J. Goddard,
Major S. P. L. Groves, Mrs M. Halls, Captain
R. M. B. Halpin, Miss H. Hartford, Colonel
A. P. H. Hartley, Lt Colonel and Mrs A. L.
Hayes-Newington, Colonel and Mrs E. Heys,
Mr P. A. Jeanings, Colonel and Mrs Vivian Jones,
Mrs N. Lamont, Lt Colonel and Mrs C. E. Lane,
Major and Mrs D. B. Lewis, Colonel J. H. Mc-
Guinness, Lt Colonel W. W. Manton, Major
and Mrs G. C. Matthews, Major and Mrs R. W. F.
Mellor, Lt Colonel and Mrs D. L. H. Owen,
Lt Colonel and Mrs A. J. MacG. Percival,
Lt Colonel and Mrs W. K. L. Prosser, Lt Colonel
and Mrs M. A. Ransome, Brigadier and Mrs B. L.
Rigby, Colonel and Mrs E. Scott, Major and Mrs
A. R. Sernberg, Colonel and Mrs R. D. Sharpe,
Lt Colonel and Mrs 1. R. W. Solloway, Captain
and Mrs A. E. P. Spencer, Major J. H. Sharpley
and Miss A. Sharpley, Colonel and Mrs R. F.
Tipper, Brigadier and Mrs K. R. S. Trevor,
Lt Colonel and Mrs D. J. Weld, Lt Colonel and
Mrs A. F. Walker, Colonel D. S. E. West, Lt
Colonel and Mrs P, C. White, Mrs P. W. Wilde,
Captain and Mrs B. Wilson, Captain R. H. B.
Wood, Captain J. O. Wise.

Golf Meeting

On Friday, 13th May, at Whittington Barracks
Golf Club, Lichficld, in a fair wind and drizzling
rain, the Regimental Golf Tcam won the Prince of
Wales’s Divisional Team Championship for the
second time since its inauguration in 1970, the
first occasion being 1971. Previous winners have
been The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters
Regiment 1970 and 76, The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Royal Regiment 1972 and 4(V) Bn Roval Regi-
ment of Wales 1973-74-75. In addition to the
aforenamed teams those taking part in the com-
petition included The Devonand Dorset Regiment,
Gloucestershire Regiment, Staffordshire Regi-
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ment, 1 Bn Wessex Regiment and The Hampshire
Regiment, all part of the Prince of Wales’s
Division. Further to their success in the Divisional
tournament, the Regimental team also won the
Mercian Brigade Team Championship, which
has been played for each year as far back as 1947,
the Silver Trophy having been originally presen-
ted by The Cheshirc Regiment. Winners over the
3o years ate The Cheshire Regiment 1947-64-69-77,
The North Staffordshire Regiment 1949 to 1958,
The Staffordshire Regiment 1959-60-62-66-71-75,
The Worcestershire Regiment 1961-63-65-67-68,
and The Worcestershire and Sherwood Forester
Regiment 1970-72-73-74-76. Each team consists
of four players, the three best scores to count.
The Regimental team was Colonel Vivian Jones,
Captain D. R. Cuningham, Captain R. C. Carson
and C/Sgt D. Davenport.

The individual championship against all comers
of the combined Regiments was won by Colonel
Vivian Jones, who has had four previous successes
in the championships. The Colonel of the Regi-
ment has arranged the first All Ranks Cheshire
Regimental Golf Mecting to take place at Dela-
mere Forest Golf Club, 12 miles from Chester,
on Midsummers Day, June 24th next. It is hoped
that this will be the first of many such meetings
and an account of this event will appear in the
next issue of The Oak Tree.

Obituary

Mr ). S. P. Booth

Mr J. S. P. Booth died on z25th April 1977 at
the age of 64. Mr Booth lived in Congleton, of
which he was a native, having joined the yth
Battalion in 1933, and in which he served con-
tinuously until the end of the last war. He was a
well known amatcur boxer, at light heavyweight,
and represented his battalion on numerous oc-
casions,

RSM E. Davics

RSM Davics cnlisted in the early 19208 and
proceeded to India where he served with the 1st
Battalion for 8 ycars. On his return to England he
was posted to the 2nd Battalion. He was an
excellent bantam weight boxer and took part
in many compctitions. tHe was promoted Platoon
Sergeant Major in 1939 and served with the znd
Battalion in France and later in the Middle East,
where he was promoted CSM and RSM. He was
cventually taken prisoner during the withdrawal
from Gazala. After the war he was discharged to
pension and lived in Bebington where he took
an active part in Regimental Association affairs,
scrving as honorary secretary of the Birkenhead
Branch.
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Captain R. N. Greenwood, MC

Captain Greenwood died at his home in Oka-
ham, Rutland in April. He served with the 1st
Battalion in the First World War and his son
served with the 4th Battalion in the Second World
War.

Licutenant Colonel G. D. Hopley, MBE

Lieutenant Colonel Hopley, whose home was at
Poynton, died in March last. Colonel Hopley was
formerly in the Indian Army where he comman-
ded the Pubjab Frontier Force. After the war he
was transferred to The Cheshire Regiment
Reserve of Officers and was a member of our
Officers Association. His son, Major David
Hopley, served with the 1st Battalion during
National Service and subsequently with the 7th
Battalion in the Territorial Army.

Captain F. Kendrick

Captain Fred Kendrick died at his home in
Pontefract, Yorkshire, on 12th December 1976,
after a long iliness. Fred Kendrick joined The
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
in 1916 being transferred to The 22nd in 1919.
He joined the 1st Battalion at the start but was
then posted to the znd Battalion, with which he
did most of his service. He was discharged eatly in
1939 as a CSM. During the Second World War
he rejoined, was commissioned and became
Captain Quartermaster of 136 POW Camp.
He finally retired from the Army in July 1947.

Captain C. J. Parr

Captain Charles Parr dicd in hospital on 31st
December 1976 after a short illness. Charles Parr
was a member of the Hoylake Company of the 4th
Battalion before the First World War, and served
with the battalion throughout that war. He took
part in the Sulva Bay landing at Gallipoli and later
served in Palestine and France. He was awarded
the French Croix de Guerre for an action near
Grand Rezoy on 1st August 1918.

He carried one of the 4th Battalion Colours at
the Victory Parade in Paris in July 1919 and at the
return of the Cadre to Birkenhead in the following
December.

He was a frequent attender at the London
dinner and for many years represented the old
4th Battalion at the dedication of the Garden of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey every
November. He had a vivid memory and as recen-
tly as June last year he contributed an article to
The Oak Tree entitled ‘The Old 4th Battalion
(1914-18) and Ships.’

Sergeant A. E. Racburn, MM

Sergeant Racburn served with The Black Watch
in the first World War, and was awarded the
Military Medal.

After demobilisation he re-enlisted in The
Cheshire Regiment in the 1920s. He served with
the 1st Battalion in India, and later with 2nd
gaining stecady promotion. He was Battalion
Provost Sgt, proceeding to France in 1939,
Whilst with BEF he was transferred to WD
Prison Staff in which he served for the remainder
of the 1939-45 War. On demobilisation he was
discharged to pension, obtaining employment at
the Ordnance Depot in York. He made his home
there until his recent death,

Mr R. Schofield

Mt Ralph Schoficld, whose home was in Staly-
bridge, died in December 1976. He served with the
1st Battalion from 1912—1919, was at Mons and
an active member of the Regimental Association
until his death.

Mr A. L. Tomlinson

Mr Arthur Leslie Tomlinson died suddenly in
Birmingham on 3rd November 1976 while on a
business visit. Tommy Tomlinson enlisted into
the Regiment at the Castle immediately on the
outbreak of war in 1914. He served with the gth
Battalion in France being very seriously wounded
in the back and spine during the Battle of Loos
in 1915 and was extremely fortunate to survive.
In the Second World War he served with the Home
Guard in Chester. He was an active member of
the Chester Lion’s Club, a lifelong resident of
Chester and a frequent attender at our Regimental
Dinner.

Notices

Officers’ Association Address List

An Officers Association Address List is en-
closed for members. The Editor would be grateful
if he could be informed of any errors or omissions.
Amendments to the list will be published every
six months and distributed with future copies of
The Oak Tree.

Uniforms of The 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment
Coloured Plates by Michael Barthorp

The Regiment recently commissioned Major
Michael Barthorp to paint 13 pictures portraying
the uniforms worn by The 22nd at various times
in its history. The first four paintings have now
been reproduced and arc available for sale. De-
tails of these are:—



Plate 1—Private, Battalion Company,
The 22nd Regiment of Foot, r1742.

Plate 2—Private, Grenadier Company,
The 22nd Regiment of Foot, c1751.

Plate 3—Private, Grenadier Company,
The 22nd Regiment of Foot, c1770.

Plate 4—Officer, Battalion Company,
The z2nd (Cheshire) Regiment of Foot, c1802.

Each Plate measures 8} inches x 11§ inches, is
printed in colour and is accompanied by a separate
Explanatory Note giving detailed information
about the uniform that is illustrated. The Plates
and Explanatory Notes are contained in a folder.
The cost of the set of four Plates, with Explanatory
Notes, together with the folder is £1.50 per set,
including postage. This special price of f1.50
applies only to members of The Regiment,
Officers Association or Regimental Association.

If you wish to purchase these prints please send
a cheque/postal order to:

The Regimental Sccretary, RHQ The 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment, The Castle, Chester CHi
2DN.

Cheques/POs should be made payable to Cen-
tral Regimental Fund The 22nd (Cheshire)
Regiment.

A SET OF PRINTS WILL MAKE A VERY
ACCEPTABLE AND INEXPENSIVE
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
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Record—The Regimental Music of The 22nd
(Cheshire) Regiment

The Regimental Band has just recorded an
album which has our Regimental music on Side
one; Side two is composed of selections and pieces
that are played frequently by the Band on Regi-
mental occasions and at mess nights, concerts,
etc. Those not serving with the 1st Battalion may
purchase the record at RHQ for £2.25; the record
will of course be on sale at Reunions. If ordering
the record by post the cost is £3, including
package and posting. In this case send your
cheque/postal order to:—The Regimental Secre-
tary, RHQ The 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment, The
Castle, Chester CH1 2DN. Cheques/Postal Orders
for £3 should be made payable to The Cheshire
Regiment Stock Account.

Regular Forces Employment Association

Looking for a job in civilian life ? If so, contact
your local office of the RFEA. Branch addresses
and telephone numbers can be obtained from
Resettlement Offices, Regimental Associations,
Post Offices or Employment Offices.

Regimental Brooch

A regimental brooch has been offered for sale
at f12,

The brooch which is gold, consists of a replica
of the regimental badge, mounted on a gold pin.
The badge is 9/10th of an inch in diameter, with
‘The Cheshire Regiment’ inscribed in gold
lettering on blue enamel encircling the acorn and
oak leaf and the pin is 2 inches long.

Enquiries to RHQ.

“ o
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THE Ist BATTALION
Appointments List—31st March 1977

BN HQ Commanding Officer
Second in Command

Lt Colonel W. K. L. PROSSER, MBE, MC
Major J. C. M. GARNETT

|
I

Operations Officer - - Major D. E. COLLINS
Adjutant - - ~  Captain P. R, BRIDGE
Assistant Adjutant - - Licut W. J. EVANS
RSM - - - - WOt W. E. WHITEHOUSE
ORQMS - - - WO2 M. J. MINNS
10 - - - - Licut O, D. A. SMITH
ORC - - - - Sgt A. B. BRATHERTON
A COY OC Company - - - Major D. LOCKHART
Second in Command - ~  Captain R. C. CARSON
CSM - - - - WO: R. S. GOODWIN
CQMS - - - CfSgt A. ). ALLMARK
t Pl Commander - ~  S5/8gt P. J. CARR
2 Pl Commander - ~  Lieut T. A. PARK
3 Pl Commander - - 2 Lieut P, 8. R. NORMAN
B COY OC Company - - ~  Major P. A, HENDERSON
Second in Command - -~ Captain J. A. L. FERNS
CSM - - - -  WO2E. J. WILLIAMS
CQMS - - - - C/Sgt A. G. TAYLOR
4 Pl Commander - -~ Lieut M. J. McKINLAY (R Signals)
s P Commander - - 2 Lieut R. P. BENNETT
6 Pl Commander - — 2 Lieut C, T, HIGHETT
C COoY OC Company - - - Major M. G. HAWTREY
Second in Command - ~  Captain T. J. BOCK
CSM - - - - WO2 M. S. BURKE
CQMS ~ - - - C/Sgt T. JONES
7 Pl Commander - —  Licut A. R. USHER
8 Pl Commander - - S/Sgt H. G. BIRKBY
9 Pl Commander - - Lieut R. H. M. PILLMAN, BA
S COY OC Company - - ~  Major D. J. WATSON
CSM - - - - WOz B. J. ARROWSMITH
CQMS - - - - C/Sgt T. LYSAGHT

Captain K. SKEMPTON
Licut D. J. COLEBOURN
Captain N. J. FRENCH

Morar Pl Commander
A/Tk Pl Commander
Recce Pl Commander

Drum Major - - - Drum Major G. S. BLACKSHAW
HQ COY OC Company - - - Major A. F. W, ASTLE

CSM - - - - WOz R.M. ). GITTOS

CQMS - - - -  C/Sgt R. C. CONNOR

RSO - - - - Captain A. C. W. N. SERNBERG

A/RSO - - - - §/Sgt R. H. SHAW

QM - - - - Capuin G. S. THOMAS, MBE

QM Tech - - - Captain G. OAKLEY



1st Battaliocn—Appointments List (continued)

Training
Wing

LAD

Band

RQMS -
TQMS -
Acen NCO ~-
MTO - -
MTWO- -
MT §/Sge -
Families Officer

Families SNCO

RMO - -
Padre - —
BPM - -
Pay SQMS -
Unit Accountant
Master Chef  —
QMSI PT -

oc - -

Trg WO -

oC - -
ASM - -
Armourer -

Bandmaster -~
BSM - -
Band S/Sgt -

THE OAK TREE

WOz A. J. V. RAYNER
W02 F. PEARCE

C/Sgt W. H. MARSH
Licut W. P. DUNN
WOz J. J. PRIEST
$/Sgt F. ). N. ADAM
Captain J. O. WISE
$/Sgt R. A. MOSELEY

Captain N. G. B. REID, B Chir, MA, MB, RAMC

Rev A, ). ROSE, RAChD
Captain C, E, COLLIER, RAPC
WOz R. COGSWELL, RAPC
WOz M. P. POWELL, RAPC
W02 P. MUNDY, ACC

WO:2 L. HOWSON, APTC

Captain H. D. JENNER
WOz G. BRASSINGTON

Captain A. G. WILLMAN, BS¢ (Eng), REME
WO ). C. BALLS, REME
S/Sgt H. HORTON, REME

WOt D. E. PRICE
WOz ]J. ROBINSON
S/Sgt M, A, KENNEDY
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General

Readers will notice the frequency thar Exercise
Spearpoint is mentioned in the ensuing articles.
In spite of the fact that the exercise took place in
November, that, and its future implications on
restructuring, are a recurrent theme in our daily
lives. The exercise is covered in detail in the fol-
lowing company, platoonand departmental jottings

| . %

but the quLstmn of rt.srructuum, will be held over
to our next issue. That is with the exception of one
mjor aspect. We are now able to stare with great
relief that the 1st Battalion will be rt:m;linin;__: in
Minden to complete their tour in BAOR. The
original plot was for us to move to Fallingbostel,
further north-cast towards Hamburg, in October
1977 with all the consequent disruption because of
a shortage of quarters, the turmoil of finding new
schools and the general turbulence of a full-scale
unit move. Our living-in soldiers would also have
had to face the frustration of having their accom-
modation modernised having only just had a
similar experience in our present  barracks.
Happily, although we still have 1o move out of
St George’s Barracks, we are now only required

1st Battalion Othcers with the Colonel of The Regiment—Meeance Dav 1977

Regimental Colour: Licur T,
Back ren Licut W, ). Evans, Captain A, G. Baster (RAPC), Licut A. R. Usher, 2 Licue C.
Licut M.
Pillman
Thontas, MBE, ).
NGl b iiL'Li (R '\'\1( ) lI M.

2 Licut P. S, R, Nomman,
R H. M.

boumn, Licur O, 1), AL Smiith,

Centre roz: Caprains Go Oakley, RoCoCarson, Gl 5

AL Parks

T Hignett, Licor 1. ], Cole-
N. Fuller, Licut M. 1. \I('I\:nlt\ (R Signi li'\), Licut
A. L. Ferns, N. ). French, H. DL Jenner, T7 ],
Tarbuck

Bock,

Front rens Majors P2 AL Henderson, M. M. Howes Captain P. R Bridee (Adijn), Lt Colonel W, K. L. Prosser, MBE, MC,
Major General P L, de C. Martin, CBEE (Colonel of The Regiment), Majors ], G, M. Gametr, D. . Watson, D. Lock Inrt,
1. Collins

Abeens: Major AL I,

. Astle, Captains M. G Huntriss, K. Skempton, A, C. W.

N. Sernberg, ], O, Wise
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The Regimental Colowr—>Meeance Day 1977
Laft do right: WOz (CSM) Arrowsmith, C/Sgt Lysaghr, Licur 1. A, Park, Sgt Emery



28 THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT

to move across the River Weser into Llizabeth
Barracks on the other side of Minden. Even this
will cause 2 few headaches but it is by far the best
option available to us.

Since Spearpoint life has remained hectic. All
companies completed their annual classification
and field firing before Christmas and both A and C
Companies also performed Guard Duties at
Sennelager—unhappily for C Company they won
the ‘short straw’ and so were involved over the
Christmas Holiday. Sandwiched in between was
the Inter Company Boxing and all the usual pre-
Christmas partics. Sometimes it felt that a few
extra had been arranged and it was not unusual for
some to attend more than one ‘Christmas Draw’
in an evening. Father Christmas was as usual very
popular at the Childrens Parties especially when he
arrived by helicopter.

This year we were able to arrange to have a full
seasons Exercise Snpow Queen based on our Hut
in Bavaria seven 2-week skiing courses, cach of
jo soldiers, not forgetting a few wives and
children, involving something over 200 soldiers

§

Mujor General A. M. Farsar-Hockley, DSO, MBE, MC, speaking to Pre ‘Charlie’ Harris (A Coy) on a recent visit

was our final score. Also in January and February
the whole battalion undertook a consolidated
period of individual training and Grade testing all
of which was complemented and consolidated
during a fortnight on the Soltu training area in
the first fortnight of March. The culmination of
this was a 48-hour exercise controlled for us by the
Headquarters of an Armoured Brigade. Now we
are in the throes of preparing for what looks to be
a most subjective and exhausting Annual In-
spection.

Throughout this period we have still managed to
play our games. Pride of place must go to our
Orienteering team who convincingly won  the
1st Division Championships and for whom we
have high hopes in the BAOR and Army Com-
petitions. The Soccer team reached the quarter
finals of the BAOR section of the Army Cup and
are currently still in the Infantry Cup. Our
Squash team reached the same stage of the Army
Cup and our Rugby tcam—with very little time
for preparation, won through two rounds before
going down to a well drilled team of the QDG.
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brave turned out again in the evening for a Zot.
John and Kate are now firmly ensconced in
Meizenweg and Kate has mken over the most
important duties of ‘Paddy watching’,

The event was followed in the nest week by a
most enjoyable Ladies Dinner night and we all saw
the New Year in at a shared Ball with the Duke of
Wellingtons. For a change the pads had no drink
and drive problems as the Ball wok place in
‘the Dukes” Mess and we all enjoyed a fast and
furious celebration to the New Year,

We managed to find time to have one Guest
Night at the beginning of February to welcome
our new Brigade Commander and Colonel lan
Mennell and another at the end of the manth
during the visit of Brigadier Napier. We also took
the opportunity to invite some of the officers who
will be joining our Baulegroup from other
regiments on our trip to Canada in June.

Sandwiched in between these two events were
the Meeanee Celebrations. Our contribution to
the review the day before came from Nigel Reid
and David Smith in one short memory teasing
skerch and Nigel French, David Colebourn,

Martin Fuller and Roly Pillman in another, not
forgetting impromtu appearances of May Prosser,
John Garnett and Mike Tarbuck. Peter Henderson
most professionally arranged, organised, co-
ordinated and provided choreography for a very
enjoyable evening. After the Parade we enter-
tained the Colonel of the Regiment to lunch and
Colonel Keith and May kindly entertained all the
officers and wives to drinks before the traditionally
excellent WO?s and Sgt’s Mess Ball, Tony and
Avril Gauvain were able to join us from Herford
and Paddy and Mary Ellwood, complete with
caravan, from Ialtern.

Comings and goings have been plentiful. Brian
and Elizabeth Walters have left for 1JLB at
Shornclifle, Bill and Isobel Allan for civilian life,
Peter and Brigette Moody for the Ministry,
Martin Fuller for the Depot, Mike and Jenny
Howes to the RRW in Aldershot and Mike and
Jean Tarbuck for the Devon and Dorsets, where
Mike is to be QM (Tech). Mike and Angela
Huntriss are off shortly to the Signals Wing at
Warminster and lan and Mary Graham move
down the road to the Workshop in Minden.

‘It a'ne half daft Mum'—Meeanee Review



